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The Transformational Power of Work
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“Sowing, transplanting,
cultivating... | love it!” says
Carmen Sanchez, Colombian

refugee in Ecuador ,,
+X&E (Carmen Sanchez)
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Growing up in Colombia, Carmen always loved plants. Little did
she know that her passion for flowers would give her a path to
autonomy, integration and normalcy in Ecuador, where she now
lives after being forced to flee her home.

After fleeing war or persecution, refugees are often denied the
right to work. Yet, the very opportunity to work implies much
more than having a roof over one's head and a safe place to
sleep; it is one of the most effective ways for people like Carmen
to rebuild their lives.

In a post-pandemic world, finding work is especially hard. That’s
why UNHCR is going the extra mile, working hard with our
partners to strengthen the resilience of the displaced.

Like 100 other families in the area, Carmen gets seedling kits
from a germination centre run by the “Plant Your Food” project,
one of the many livelihood initiatives promoted by UNHCR to
help refugees. The project helps refugees become self-reliant
by selling fruits and vegetables in local fairs while preserving the
environment.

While growing corns, papayas, passion fruits and sugar canes
dramatically improves Carmen’s income, it also does wonders
for her mental health: “My mind is kept busy; it is like therapy,”
she says as she dreams of buying a new house that could also
double as a bakery.



BHERENMENHRAEER?
How Does UNHCR Help to Promote Livelihoods?
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UNHCR assists refugees living in a new community by advocating for their economic inclusion and helping
them gain access to the labour market. Partnering with governments, humanitarian organizations, the
private sector and civil society, we help refugees seize economic opportunities to work and earn a living so
that they can rebuild their lives with dignity.
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Agriculture and food
security

Encourage refugees in rural areas
to farm, feed themselves and
improve their income.
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A global brand bringing refugee-

made artisanal products to the global
market. Check out the products on P5 !
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Financial inclusion
UNHCR works with financial service providers
and other partners to help refugees gain
access to important financial services such as
banking, so they can gain more control and
independence for their lives.
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Poverty alleviation coalition
Co-led by UNHCR and its partners, the
coalition helps the poorest refugees to
escape poverty.
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Inclusive market
systems

Adapted to support refugees to
work in local markets.
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Data and analysis
Collect and analyse the socio-
economic data needed to
enhance our programmes.
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An effective way to rebuild their lives
Provide for families

Maintain a sense of dignity

Regain independence

Reclaim control of their future
Contribute to the host community )

Why should refugees work?
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Partnering with the Private Sector
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UNHCR is partnering with some of the world’s leading companies, foundations and philanthropists to deliver sustainable
livelihood opportunities to millions of refugees and displaced people worldwide.
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Venezuelan Angel Gonzalez and his son
receive a pack of UNIQLO masks, some
of the millions of masks donated by
UNIQLO to UNHCR country operations.
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Iconic fast-fashion pioneer UNIQLO formed a comprehensive
partnership with  UNHCR in 2006. Through an instore
recycling programme, UNIQLO donated a total of 35 million
pieces of clothing collected from customers to refugees in 48
countries. In 2021, it gave away millions of masks to help fight
the COVID-19 pandemic.

UNIQLO also financed programmes that have helped nearly
19,000 refugees by providing them with vocational and life
skills, access to finance and support for starting up their own
business across 5 countries in Asia.

The company gives refugees the one thing many crave
the most: the dignity that comes with work. UNIQLO now
employs 121 refugees in stores across 8 countries (63 in
Japan, 28 in France, 11 in Germany, 7 in ltaly, 6 in the US, 3 in
The Netherlands, 2 in Sweden and 1 in the UK).

Abdul, who fled violence in Syria and now lives in Germany,
is one of them. “Currently, | am a supervisor responsible for
the daily operations of the women’s floor. You can succeed
in UNIQLO regardless of origin or background,” he says, ever
thankful for having this job.
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Unleashing The Talents of Refugees
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Frieda doll
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Pukhtadozi cushion in blue
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Citron flower basket
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For prices and ordering methods,
please click the QR code below.
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Developed by UNHCR, MADE51 is a global
collaborative initiative designed to help
refugees sell their products globally.
Through MADES51, refugees are able to
harness their traditional, artisanal skills

and participate in the global economy. o ete Aol - E—EHERELS EREREE  facomasie o i ot e
Scan the above QR code in blue and shop BTN TES AREES - N pandemic. Scan the QR code
their beautiful products now. Be inspired Tuareg refugee women Aradiette and Adizata weaving lampshades above to see their efforts first-
by the behind-the-scene stories too! for a UNHCR-supported workshop in Burkina Faso. and.
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MADES51 commissioned refugees
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2020 Global Trends and Financial Report at a Glance
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Refugees Shine Bright at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics
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Youth with Refugees Art Contest
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The theme of the 2021 “Youth with Refugees Art Contest” is “Together through sport”. It sheds
light on the power of sport to bring people together and create a sense of hope.

Participants all around the world aged 10-30 were invited to submit drawings on the theme or
design their #dreamball. 10-year-old Angelo from Hong Kong was awarded a “Special Mention”
for his football drawing. “I love to share my love for everybody through drawings!” says Angelo.
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35 refugee representatives of the Refugee
Olympic Team and Paralympic Team had just
competed in the 2020 Tokyo Olympic and
Paralympics games. Going higher, faster and
stronger than ever before, they highlighted the
power of sport as a universal language of hope.

“By taking part in the Olympic Games,
| want to convince those who think
a woman on a bicycle - or a Muslim
woman biking wearing a headscarf -
is inappropriate that, no, it’s normal,”
says road cyclist Masomah Ali Zada,
25 (left). Born in Afghanistan, she left a
conservative community where girls are
discouraged to cycle competitively to
pursue her cycling dream to become a
top global player.

Despite being forcibly displaced, Masomah has proven
her success today. She may not have won the Women’s
Individual Time Trial in Tokyo, but she’s unfazed and is now
studying civil engineering in France. “I want to show that
women are free to do whatever they want,” she says.

UNHCR’s commitment to sports goes beyond the Olympics.
We also run programmes to protect younger refugees from
abuse, exploitation, neglect and violence, harnessing sports
power to reduce tensions, heal trauma and develop skills.
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Thank You for Supporting
the 14th Charity Refugee Film Festival
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See an interview with the ‘.,u’ o
production crew and take a E

look behind the scene here. ek

Screened online and in theatres
simultaneously, this year’s Charity
Refugee Film Festival hosted a
special donors screening to let
everyone involved meet and gain
a better understanding of the
life of people forced to flee. The
occasion also helped raise funds
to provide health care services six
days a week for refugees, as well
as continued response addressing
the ongoing pandemic.

UNHCR joins the Hong Kong Book Fair
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UNHCR hosted three booths at the Hong Kong Book Fair and Sports and Leisure
Expo 2021 to raise awareness of global displacement issues and recruit donors
through books. The books featured the true stories of refugees’ unremitting efforts
to live a normal life despite the added burden of COVID-19. Inspired by how refugees
dealt with adversities, many visitors, including children, expressed their heartfelt
support during the event.
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Meet Hong Kong’s First UNHCR Patron — Dr. Lam Kin Chung
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A UNHCR supporter since 2017, Dr. Lam (left)
founded the ‘Lam Kin Chung Morning Sun Charity
Fund’ in 1992 to support local and international
charities. Last year, he helped 1,300 Afghan
refugee girls gain access to education in Pakistan
and pledged continual donations for UNHCR
for the coming two years. “Helping refugees is a
stepping stone for world peace. We walk with
them to build a bright future,” he says.
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