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67/174. Theright to food

The General Assemhly

Reaffirming the Charter of the United Nations and its impocgarfor the
promotion and protection of all human rights anddamental freedoms for all,

Reaffirming alsoall previous resolutions and decisions on the tritth food
adopted within the framework of the United Nations,

Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human RigHtsyhich provides that
everyone has the right to a standard of living awdq for her or his health and
well-being, including food, the Universal Declaation the Eradication of Hunger
and Malnutritiorf and the United Nations Millennium Declaratidnn particular
Millennium Development Goal 1 on eradicating exteemoverty and hunger by
2015,

Recalling alsothe provisions of the International Covenant onol@mic,
Social and Cultural Rightsin which the fundamental right of every personbi®
free from hunger is recognized,

Bearing in mindthe Rome Declaration on World Food Security ang orld
Food Summit Plan of Actichand the Declaration of the World Food Summit: five
years later, adopted in Rome on 13 June 2002,

Reaffirming the concrete recommendations contained in the nfahy
Guidelines to Support the Progressive Realizatibthe Right to Adequate Food in

! Resolution 217 A (llI).

2 Report of the World Food Conference, Rome, 5-1@&Miber 1974United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.75.11.A.3), chap. I.

® Resolution 55/2.

* See resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.

® Food and Agriculture Organization of the Unitedihias, document WFS 96/REP, part one, appendix.
6 A/57/499, annex.
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the Context of National Food Security, adopted hg Council of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations imember 2004,

Reaffirming alsothe Five Rome Principles for Sustainable Globalodro
Security contained in the Declaration of the Wo®dimmit on Food Security,
adopted in Rome on 16 November 2009,

Reaffirming further that all human rights are universal, indivisible,
interdependent and interrelated, and that they rbhastreated globally, in a fair and
equal manner, on the same footing and with the samghasis,

Reaffirmingthat a peaceful, stable and enabling politicatiaglband economic
environment, at both the national and the inteoral levels, is the essential
foundation that will enable States to give adequaterity to food and nutrition
security and poverty eradication,

Reiterating as in the Rome Declaration on World Food Secuehd the
Declaration of the World Food Summit, that food shb not be used as an
instrument of political or economic pressure, amaffirming in this regard the
importance of international cooperation and soliiyaras well as the necessity of
refraining from unilateral measures that are noad¢cordance with international law
and the Charter and that endanger food and nutrgecurity,

Convincedthat each State must adopt a strategy consistéht it resources
and capacities to achieve its individual goalsritplementing the recommendations
contained in the Rome Declaration on World Food B¢ and the World Food
Summit Plan of Action and, at the same time, coaperregionally and
internationally in order to organize collective gtbns to global issues of food and
nutrition security in a world of increasingly interked institutions, societies and
economies where coordinated efforts and sharedrespilities are essential,

Recognizinghat the complex character of the global foodisrign which the
right to adequate food is threatened to be violateda substantial scale, is a
combination of several major factors, such as theba financial and economic
crisis, environmental degradation, desertificateord the impacts of global climate
change, as well as natural disasters and the fackainy countries of the appropriate
technology, investment and capacity-building neaegsto confront its impact,
particularly in developing countries, least deveddpcountries and small island
developing States,

Resolvedto act to ensure that the human rights perspecisvéaken into
account at the national, regional and internatideakls in measures to address the
global food crisis,

Expressing its deep concerat the number and scale of natural disasters,
diseases and pest infestations, as well as thetiweganpact of climate change, and
their increasing impact in recent years, which heagulted in substantial loss of life
and livelihood and threatened agricultural prodoctiand food and nutrition
security, in particular in developing countries,

Emphasizingthat a multisectoral approach that integratesitiatr across all
sectors, including agriculture, health, water arahigation, social protection and

" E/CN.4/2005/131, annex.
® See Food and Agriculture Organization of the WhNations, document WSFS 2009/2.
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education, as well as a gender perspective, iscatito achieving global food and
nutrition security and the realization of the rightfood,

Recalling the endorsement of the Voluntary Guidelines on Responsible
Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forastthe Context of National
Food Securityby the Committee on World Food Security at itstB8ession, held
on 11 May 2012, and by the Council of the Food @&uficulture Organization of
the United Nations at its 144th session,

Stressing the importance of reversing the continuing decliog official
development assistance devoted to agriculture, botteal terms and as a share of
total official development assistance,

Recognizing the importance of the protection and preservatiof
agrobiodiversity in guaranteeing food security @he right to food for all,

Recognizing alsahe role of the Food and Agriculture Organizatioh the
United Nations as the key United Nations agency faral and agricultural
development and its work in supporting the effafdMember States to achieve the
full realization of the right to food, including tbugh its provision of technical
assistance to developing countries in support & implementation of national
priority frameworks,

Taking noteof the final Declaration adopted at the InternatibConference on
Agrarian Reform and Rural Development of the Foad @griculture Organization
of the United Nations in Porto Alegre, Brazil, o March 2006

Recalling the outcome document of the United Nations Confeeeron
Sustainable Development, entitled “The future wenttaendorsed by the General
Assembly in its resolution 66/288 of 27 July 2012,

Acknowledgingthe High-level Task Force on the Global Food SaguCrisis
established by the Secretary-General, and suppgpttie Secretary-General in his
continuing efforts in this regard, including conted engagement with Member
States and the Special Rapporteur of the HumantRiGbuncil on the right to food,

1. Reaffirmsthat hunger constitutes an outrage and a violatibrhuman
dignity and therefore requires the adoption of utgeneasures at the national,
regional and international levels for its elimirati

2. Also reaffirmsthe right of everyone to have access to safejdafft and
nutritious food, consistent with the right to adatpifood and the fundamental right
of everyone to be free from hunger, so as to be ablfully develop and maintain
his or her physical and mental capacities;

3. Considers it intolerablethat, as estimated by the United Nations
Children’s Fund, more than one third of the childngho die every year before the
age of 5 do so from hunger-related illness, that, eatimated by the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, timmber of people who are
chronically undernourished is about 870 million Vdwide, and that an additional
1 billion people are suffering from serious malntidn, including as a result of the
global food crisis, while, according to the latterganization, the planet could
produce enough food to feed everyone around thédwor

® Food and Agriculture Organization of the Unitedibias, document CL 144/9 (C 2013/20), appendix D.
% Food and Agriculture Organization of the Unitedibias, document C 2006/REP, appendix G.
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4. Expresses its concerat the fact that the effects of the world foodsisi
continue to have serious consequences for the gbamed most vulnerable people,
particularly in developing countries, which haveehefurther aggravated by the
world financial and economic crisis, and at thetjatar effects of this crisis on
many net food-importing countries, especially oasedeveloped countries;

5. Expresses its deep concetimat, according to the report of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations dl®d “The State of Food
Insecurity in the World 2012”, the number of hungrgople in the world remains
unacceptably high and 98 per cent of undernourispedple in the world live in
developing countries;

6. Expresses its concerthat women and girls are disproportionately
affected by hunger, food and nutrition insecuritydgpoverty, in part as a result of
gender inequality and discrimination, that in maoguntries, girls are twice as
likely as boys to die from malnutrition and prevable childhood diseases and that
it is estimated that almost twice as many womemas suffer from malnutrition;

7. Encouragesall States to take action to address gender in@gguand
discrimination against women, in particular wheréey contribute to the
malnutrition of women and girls, including measutesensure the full and equal
realization of the right to food and ensuring thebmen have equal access to
resources, including income, land and water and thwnership, as well as full and
equal access to education, science and technoltgyenable them to feed
themselves and their families;

8. Encourageghe Special Rapporteur of the Human Rights Couanilthe
right to food to continue mainstreaming a gendenspective in the fulfilment of his
mandate, and encourages the Food and Agriculturgai®zation of the United
Nations and all other United Nations bodies and ma@ésms addressing the right to
food and food insecurity to integrate a gender pecsive into their relevant
policies, programmes and activities;

9. Reaffirms the need to ensure that programmes delivering safd
nutritious food are inclusive of and accessibl@é&ssons with disabilities;

10. Calls wupon all States and, if appropriate, relevant interoaai
organizations to take measures and support progesnmrhich are aimed at
combating undernutrition in mothers, in particutburing pregnancy, and children
and the irreversible effects of chronic underniaritin early childhood, in particular
from birth to the age of two years;

11. Encouragesall States to take steps with a view to progreslyiv
achieving the full realization of the right to foothcluding steps to promote the
conditions for everyone to be free from hunger aasl,soon as possible, to enjoy
fully the right to food, and to create and adoptio@al plans to combat hunger;

12. Recognizesthe advances reached through South-South cooparati
developing countries and regions in connection wfdod security and the
development of agricultural production for the fedlalization of the right to food;

13. Stressesthat improving access to productive resources gublic
investment in rural development are essential fad&ating hunger and poverty, in
particular in developing countries, including thgiuthe promotion of investments
in appropriate small-scale irrigation and water mge@ment technologies in order to
reduce vulnerability to droughts;
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14. Recognizeghe critical contribution made by the fisheriextee to the
realization of the right to food and to food setyriand the contribution of
small-scale fishers to the local food security oastal communities;

15. Alsorecognizeghat 80 per cent of hungry people live in rura¢as and
50 per cent are small-scale farm-holders, and tietse people are especially
vulnerable to food insecurity, given the increasaust of inputs and the fall in farm
incomes; that access to land, water, seeds andr athe&ural resources is an
increasing challenge for poor producers; that dnatde and gender-sensitive
agricultural policies are important tools for protimg land and agrarian reform,
rural credit and insurance, technical assistance ather associated measures to
achieve food security and rural development; arat Support by States for small
farmers, fishing communities and local enterprisdacluding through the
facilitation of access of their products to natibraand international markets and
empowerment of small producers, particularly woman,yalue chains, is a key
element for food security and the provision of tight to food;

16. Stressesthe importance of fighting hunger in rural areascluding
through national efforts supported by internationglartnerships to stop
desertification and land degradation and througbe&timents and public policies
that are specifically appropriate to the risk ofldnds, and in this regard calls for
the full implementation of the United Nations Contien to Combat Desertification
in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought /and Desertification,
Particularly in Africa*

17. Urges States that have not yet done so to favourablysiden becoming
parties to the Convention on Biological Diversftgnd to consider becoming parties
to the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Researfor Food and Agricultutéas
a matter of priority;

18. Recalls the United Nations Declaration on the Rights ofligenous
Peoples acknowledges that many indigenous organizatiorts r@presentatives of
indigenous peoples have expressed in differentrfigrtheir deep concerns over the
obstacles and challenges they face in achievingfaieenjoyment of the right to
food, and calls upon States to take special acttonsombat the root causes of the
disproportionately high level of hunger and malititn among indigenous peoples
and the continuous discrimination against them;

19. Notesthe need to further examine various concepts @aghinter alia,
“food sovereignty” and their relation with food seity and the right to food,
bearing in mind the need to avoid any negative ichman the enjoyment of the right
to food for all people at all times;

20. Requestsall States and private actors, as well as intéomat
organizations within their respective mandategate fully into account the need to
promote the effective realization of the right tw# for all, including in the ongoing
negotiations in different fields;

21. Recognizesthe need to strengthen national commitment as vesll
international assistance, upon the request of andoioperation with the affected

M United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 1954, No. 33480.
12 bid., vol. 1760, No. 30619.
13 |bid., vol. 2400, No. 43345,
14 Resolution 61/295, annex.
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countries, towards the full realization and protectof the right to food, and in
particular to develop national protection mechargdor people forced to leave their
homes and land because of hunger or humanitariaergancies affecting the
enjoyment of the right to food,;

22. Stresseghe need to make efforts to mobilize and optintize allocation
and utilization of technical and financial resowc&om all sources, including
external debt relief for developing countries, aodreinforce national actions to
implement sustainable food security policies;

23. Calls for the early conclusion and a successful, developmeiented
outcome of the Doha Round of trade negotiationshef World Trade Organization
as a contribution to creating international cormh that permit the full realization
of the right to food;

24. Stressesthat all States should make all efforts to enstinat their
international policies of a political and econommature, including international
trade agreements, do not have a negative impacthenright to food in other
countries;

25. Recallsthe importance of the New York Declaration on Actiagainst
Hunger and Poverty, and recommends the continuatténefforts aimed at
identifying additional sources of financing for tfight against hunger and poverty,
as well as non-communicable diseases;

26. Recognizeshat the promises made at the World Food Summit9€6 to
halve the number of persons who are undernourislrednot being fulfilled, while
recognizing the efforts of Member States in thigaw, and once again invites all
international financial and development institusoras well as the relevant United
Nations agencies and funds, to give priority to @ndvide the necessary funding to
realize the aim of halving by 2015 the proportidrpeople who suffer from hunger,
as well as the right to food as set out in the Robexlaration on World Food
Security and the United Nations Millennium Declaratidn;

27. Reaffirmsthat integrating food and nutritional support, lwthe goal that
all people at all times will have access to suffit, safe and nutritious food to meet
their dietary needs and food preferences for aivacnd healthy life, is part of a
comprehensive effort to improve public health, irdihg the response to the spread
of HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria and other comneable diseases;

28. UrgesStates to give adequate priority in their develepinstrategies and
expenditures to the realization of the right todpo

29. Stressesthe importance of international cooperation andredepment
assistance as an effective contribution both to ékpansion and improvement of
agriculture and its environmental sustainabilityod production, breeding projects
on diversity of crops and livestock, and instituté innovations such as community
seed banks, farmer field schools and seed fairstaride provision of humanitarian
food assistance in activities related to emergesityations, for the realization of
the right to food and the achievement of sustaiedbbd security, while recognizing
that each country has the primary responsibility dasuring the implementation of
national programmes and strategies in this regard;
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30. Also stressesthat States parties to the World Trade Organizatio
Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellect@abperty Rights® should
consider implementing that agreement in a mannet ik supportive of food
security, while being mindful of the obligation &ddember States to promote and
protect the right to food;

31. Calls uponMember States, the United Nations system and athlevant
stakeholders to support national efforts aimed esponding rapidly to the food
crises currently occurring across Africa, in pautar in the Horn of Africa, and
expresses its deep concern that funding shortfatls forcing the World Food
Programme to cut operations across different regiarcluding Southern Africa;

32. Invitesall relevant international organizations, incluglithe World Bank
and the International Monetary Fund, to continuegptomote policies and projects
that have a positive impact on the right to fooa,ensure that partners respect the
right to food in the implementation of common prcig to support strategies of
Member States aimed at the fulfilment of the rigdhtfood and to avoid any actions
that could have a negative impact on the realiratibthe right to food;

33. Takes notewith appreciation of the interim report of the Special
Rapporteur?®

34. Supportsthe realization of the mandate of the Special Rapgur, as
extended by the Human Rights Council in its resohtl3/4 of 24 March 2018’

35. Requests the Secretary-General and the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights to continue to prevall the human and financial
resources necessary for the effective fulfilment tbé mandate of the Special
Rapporteur;

36. Welcomeghe work already done by the Committee on Econor8imcial
and Cultural Rights in promoting the right to adetpifood, in particular its general
comment No. 12 (1999) on the right to adequate f@aticle 11 of the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Righfsin which the Committee
affirmed, inter alia, that the right to adequateodois indivisibly linked to the
inherent dignity of the human person and is indisgable for the fulfilment of other
human rights enshrined in the International Bill Himan Rights, and is also
inseparable from social justice, requiring the admp of appropriate economic,
environmental and social policies, at both the oraai and the international levels,
oriented to the eradication of poverty and theifmént of all human rights for all;

37. Recallsgeneral comment No. 15 (2002) of the CommitteeEaonomic,
Social and Cultural Rights on the right to watentides 11 and 12 of the
Covenant)}?in which the Committee noted, inter alia, the impace of ensuring
sustainable access to water resources for humasuooption and agriculture in
realization of the right to adequate food,;

15 Seel egal Instruments Embodying the Results of the uiydRound of Multilateral Trade Negotiations,
done at Marrakesh on 15 April 199GATT secretariat publication, Sales No. GATT/1994

16 See A/67/268.

" seeOfficial Records of the General Assembly, Sixti-fession, Supplement No. & corrigendum
(A/65/53 and Corr.1), chap. Il, sect. A.

18 seeOfficial Records of the Economic and Social Coyr2000, Supplement No.aghd corrigendum
(E/2000/22 and Corr.1), annex V.

19 bid., 2003, Supplement No.(£/2003/22), annex IV.
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38. Reaffirms that the Voluntary Guidelines to Support the Pasgive
Realization of the Right to Adequate Food in then@@xt of National Food Security,
adopted by the Council of the Food and Agricult@eganization of the United
Nations in November 2004represent a practical tool to promote the reai@abf
the right to food for all, contribute to the achéwent of food security and thus
provide an additional instrument in the attainmeoit internationally agreed
development goals, including those contained inNlikennium Declaration;

39. Calls uponall Governments to cooperate with and assist tpectl
Rapporteur in his task, to supply all necessarprmfation requested by him and to
give serious consideration to responding favourablythe requests of the Special
Rapporteur to visit their countries to enable him fulfil his mandate more
effectively;

40. Requestdhe Special Rapporteur to submit to the Generalefsbly at its
sixty-eighth session an interim report on the inmpéatation of the present
resolution and to continue his work, including byaeining the emerging issues
with regard to the realization of the right to foaithin his existing mandate;

41. Invites Governments, relevant United Nations agencies,d$urand
programmes, treaty bodies, civil society actors and-governmental organizations,
as well as the private sector, to cooperate fullthwthe Special Rapporteur in the
fulfilment of his mandate, inter alia, through tls@bmission of comments and
suggestions on ways and means of realizing thet tigfood;

42. Decidesto continue the consideration of the questiontatsixty-eighth
session under the item entitled “Promotion and @ctbn of human rights”.

60th plenary meeting
20 December 2012




