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.  GEOGRAPHI C, DEMOGRAPHI C AND ECONOM C DATA

A. Physical environnment

1. The Republic of CGuinea is situated in the northern half of the African
continent between the seventh and thirteenth parallels, halfway between the
Equator and the Tropic of Cancer. It is 245,857 kntf in area and has a

popul ation density of 24 inhabitants per knf. It is very hilly. It has an

Atl antic seaboard of 300 kmto the west and borders CGui nea-Bissau to the

nort h-west, Senegal and Mali to the north and north-east, Cbte d' lvoire to the
east, and Liberia and Sierra Leone to the south.

2. Guinea is divided into four natural regions: Basse-Guinée,
Moyenne- Gui née, Haut e- Gui née and CGui née-Foresti ére.

(a) Basse- Gui née: a region of marshy plains and alluvial deposits
brought down by rivers flowing fromFouta-Djallon, it occupies slightly
| ess than 20 per cent of the total |and area and contains slightly over
39 per cent of the national population. The region's popul ation went up from
1,602,666 inhabitants in 1983 to 2,272,000 in 1990 - an increase of 669, 334.
Its climate is influenced both by the sea and by the harmattan, which bl ows
periodically fromthe interior of the continent;

(b) Moyenne- Gui née: covering an area of 81,952 knt (one third of the
total land area), this region consists of a series of plateaux generally
rising to over 700 netres in height, the highest being Munt Loura (1,615 m.
Whoded savannah, sporadic forests and gallery-forests are the chief
physi ol ogi cal characteristics of this region. Cultivable land is used for
t he production of fonio, rice, groundnuts, nangoes and néré.

(c) Haut e- Gui née: this is a huge savannah (varying in altitude
bet ween 200 and 400 m which, apart fromthe alluvial plains, offers few
agricultural possibilities. The region is traversed by a nunber of |arge
rivers but is threatened by desertification

(d) Gui née-Forestiere: this region owes its name to its dense,
| uxuriant forests, which are a continuation of the forests of Cdte d'lvoire.
The highest point is Munt Ninmba (1,752 n). It receives copious rainfall and
enj oys a subtropical clinmte conprising two seasons: a rainy season, which
| asts about eight nonths, and a dry season.

B. Denpgraphy and econony

3. In 1996, the popul ati on of Guinea was estimted at 7,164,893, with an
average growh rate of 3.2 per cent. Seventy per cent of its inhabitants live
in rural areas; the remaining 30 per cent form ng the urban population live
mostly in Conakry, the capital. The total male population is 3,496, 220; the
femal e popul ation is 3,668,673. Regional distribution of the population is as
foll ows: Basse-Cuinée, 2,560,011; Myenne- Gui née, 1,645, 959; Haute- Qui née,

1, 404, 106; Gui née-Forestiere, 1,554,817. The popul ation structure by age and
sex was as follows in 1996: (a) under 15 years: males 46.5 per cent, fenmales
45 per cent; (b) between 15 and 64 years: males 50 per cent, fenales

52 per cent; (c) 65 years or over: males 2.6 per cent, femal es 3 per cent.
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4, The crude birth rate is estimated at 45.5 per 1,000 and each CGui nean
woman gives birth to an average of six children. The nortality rate is around
19 per 1,000 and the infant nortality rate was 148 per 1,000 in 1993. Average
life expectancy is 44 years. The crude school enrolnent rate is 28 per cent,
the crude | abour force participation rate 56 per cent, the illiteracy rate

74 per cent and the maternal nortality rate 5.6 per cent.

5. In 1995, the outstanding external public debt was US$ 2,773 million
conpared to US$ 2,627 million in 1994, which is mainly attributable to the
increase in public borrowing. Calculated in terns of an annual average,
inflation clinbed to 5 per cent in 1997 conpared to 3 per cent in 1996

and 5.3 per cent in 1995.

6. The gross donestic product (GDP) in 1997 was 4,358.81 billion Guinean
francs, as against 3,969.92 billion in 1996. Per capita gross nationa
product (GNP) was US$ 607 in 1996. The rate of growth of per capita GDP
was 4.9 per cent in 1997 as against 4.6 per cent in 1996.

C. Ethnic groups and religions

7. Si nce 1958, censuses and estimates have no | onger recorded the relative
size of the ethnic groups that make up the population. This has been a
del i berate policy on the part of the authorities in order to counteract
tribalismand focus on overall ethnic and cultural integration. Distinct
ethnic groups live in the different natural regions.

(a) In Moyenne- Gui née the Ful be people are in the majority, followed
by the Koni agui, the Bassari, the Badi aranke, the Foul acounda, the D akhanke,
the Tyapi, the Sarakolle, the Tukylor, the Linba, the Dan, and the D al onke;

(b) I n Haut e- Gui née the Malinke people predoninate, foll owed by the
Ful be, the Val unka, the Koranko, the Dial onke and the Koni agui

(c) In Guinée-Forestiéere the main ethnic groups are the Guerze, the
Toma, the Kissi, the Kono, the Manon, the Koniagui and the Kpelle.

(d) In Basse-Gui née the Susu people are in the magjority, followed by
the Baga, the Nalu, the Landuman, the Mkifore, the Mandeyeni and the Ful be.

8. The religious faiths practised in Cuinea are |Islam whose adherents
account for approximately 80 per cent of the population, Christianity
(15 per cent), and anim sm and other religions (5 per cent).

1. GENERAL POLI TI CAL STRUCTURE

9. The political history of Guinea has been nmarked by the follow ng four
mai n periods: (a) 2 October 1958 to 14 May 1982; (b) 14 May 1982 to

3 April 1984; (c) 3 April 1984 to 30 Decenber 1990; and (d) from

30 Decenber 1990
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A. The period from?2 October 1958 to 14 May 1982

10. Gui nea' s accession to national sovereignty on 2 Cctober 1958 enabled it
to acquire all the attributes of a State, including a Constitution which
established the principle of the separation of powers. This Constitution

whi ch conprised 53 articles distributed under 12 titles, proclainmed in the
preanmble and Title X, the equality and solidarity of all citizens of the
Republic of Cuinea w thout distinction as to race, sex or religion, and their
right to vote and to be elected in the conditions established by aw. The
denocratic principle of the Republic of Guinea during this period was
government of the people, by the people, for the people.

11. The executive: This was headed by the President of the Republic elected
for a renewabl e seven-year termon the basis of universal suffrage and an
absolute majority in the first ballot. The President was chief of the armed
forces. He had to be at |east 35 years of age. The regime of the tinme was
presidential. The President of the Republic appointed and dism ssed his

m nisters. He signed Governnment acts and directed the country’s donestic and
foreign policy.

12. The leqgislature: During this period there was a uni caneral parlianent
whose nenbers were elected for a termof five years. The National Assenbly
was the sole judge of the eligibility of its nmenbers and the legality of their
election. It alone was enpowered to pass laws with unlimted jurisdiction
The National Assenbly managed the national accounts and determ ned how
governnment action would be interpreted through the nass nedi a.

13. The judiciary: The guiding principle of the judiciary was that justice
was admi nistered in the name of the people of Guinea and that the President of
the Republic was the guarantor of judicial independence. |In the exercise of

their duties, judges acted solely on the basis of the law. Therefore, the
judiciary in its capacity as the guardi an of individual freedons ensured
respect for civil rights inline with the ternms of the Organization of the
Judi ciary Act.

B. The period fromi14 May 1982 to 3 April 1984

14. The i nadequacy of the first Constitution to the needs of the State party
and the pre-em nence of the party over the State in the name of politica
pre-em nence led to a systematic revision of that Constitution. By ending
the hall owed principle of the separation of powers, the new Constitution
procl ai med the advent of the one-party State, which sanctified the only party,
the Parti Dénocratique de Guinée, and placed it above the State and its
institutions. Accordingly, this Constitution transformed the Republic of

Gui nea into the Revol utionary People’s Republic of Guinea, whose guiding
principle, unlike that of the first Constitution, was denocratic centralism
This Constitution also established three powers: the executive, the

| egi sl ature and the judiciary.
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15. The executive: This was headed by the President of the Republic elected
for a renewabl e seven-year termon the basis of direct and secret universa
suffrage by an absolute majority of the registered electors. The President
acted as commander of the arned forces, appointed nenbers of the Government
and defined their prerogatives. He enbodied the unity of purpose of the
one-party State and directed the country' s donestic and foreign policy.

16. The leqgislature: The legislative body was the National People’s
Assenbly. It made decisions on bills and all other matters laid before it.
The procedure for elections, conditions of eligibility, the regi ne of
ineligibilities and inconpatibilities, the nunber of deputies and the duration
of their termwere all prescribed by law. The National People’s Assenbly was
a uni caneral body.

17. The judiciary: The President of the Republic was the guarantor of the
i ndependence of the judiciary. Justice was adm nistered in the name of the
Gui nean people by people’s judges. It was equitable, humane and free of
charge. Judges were elected by Party authorities at all levels. 1In the
exercise of their duties, judges acted solely on the basis of the | aw

The right to a defence was recogni zed for accused persons and unconvi cted
pri soners. Legal defence was nounted by people’ s | awers appointed by

Presi dential decree on the basis of a proposal by the Mnistry of Justice.

C. The period from3 April 1984 to 30 Decenber 1990

18. The advent of the Second Republic radically changed the political life
of the country. On 3 April 1984, the army took control of public affairs and
directed and gui ded national policy. The country led an extra-constitutiona
exi stence. Institutions nevertheless functioned on the basis of Odinance
No. 009/84 of 18 April 1984 which extended the validity of the | aws and

regul ations in force on 3 April 1984, to the extent, of course, that these

| aws and regul ations did not run counter to the ainms of the new regine. The
executive and the legislature were in the hands of the President of the
Republic, who presided over the Mlitary Cormttee of National Recovery.

19. One of the specific features of this period was the conpl ete absence of
a parlianment, political parties or a constitution. However, the executive did
function under the direction of the President of the Republic. A politica
organ called the Mlitary Conmittee of National Recovery was established and
functioned in parallel with the executive. This period also saw a nunber of
far-reaching judicial reforns, which enabled the Guinean justice systemto

i nprove personnel training and adapt legislation to the new |iberal policy.

20. At the sanme time the country prepared itself for the new constitutiona
era with nore denocratic institutions. It was in this context that the
Constitution was overwhel m ngly approved on 23 Decenber 1990, adopted and
promul gated by Decree No. 0250/ PRE SGE 90 of 30 December 1990. The

promul gati on of the Constitution opened up a new political perspective.
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D. The period beginning on 30 Decenber 1990

21. This period has heral ded a nore denocratic socio-political and
adm ni strative system wth the new Constitution and the establishnent of nore
denocratic institutions and grass-roots organi zations within the State. Its

preambl e stipul ates that the Gui nean people proclaim*“their adherence to the
i deal s, principles, rights and obligations contained in the Charter of the
United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Charter of the
Organi zation of African Unity and the African Charter on Human and Peopl es

Rights”. It establishes the structure and attribution of powers in the
Republic of Guinea. It proclainms the “equality and solidarity of all citizens
Wi t hout distinction as to race, sex, origin, religion or opinion”; it solemly

affirns “its fundanental opposition to any regi ne based on dictatorship

i njustice, corruption, nepotismor regionalisni; and it reaffirns “its
determination to achieve, in unity and national reconciliation, a State based
on the primacy of |aw and respect for the denocratically established | aw

The Constitution stipulates that all beliefs shall be respected.

1. Sovereignty and the State

22. Article 1 of this Title establishes the principle of the unity,
indivisibility and secul ar nature of the Guinean State. It proclains the
equality of all citizens before the I aw without distinction as to race, ethnic
origin, sex, religion or opinion. Article 2 confers national sovereignty on
the people, who exercise it through their elected representatives and by
referendum while articles 3 and 4 govern the conditions for the
establishnment, and the role, of the political parties, and provide for the
prohi biti on and puni shment of any act jeopardi zing national unity.

2. Fundanental freedons, duties and rights

23. This part of the Constitution is essentially based on the Universa

Decl arati on of Human Rights and the African Charter on Human and Peopl es
Rights. It establishes certain obligations of the State vis-a-vis its
citizens and the rights and duties that obtain between citizens. Article 6
stipulates that “the individual has the right to develop his personality
freely. He has the right to |life and physical integrity. No one shall be
subjected to torture or cruel, inhuman or degradi ng puni shnent or treatnent”.

3. The President of the Republic

24, In 22 articles, this Title deals with conditions of eligibility,

el ectoral procedure, appointnent to office and cases in which chall enges of
the results of elections are admi ssible. The President of the Republic is

el ected by direct universal suffrage, with a five-year nandate renewabl e only
once. He assunes office after being sworn in before the Suprene Court.

Candi dates for the Presidency nust be of Guinean nationality, enjoy civil and
political rights and be aged between 40 and 70. All candi dates nust be

nom nated by a legally constituted political party.
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25. The President of the Republic sees to it that the Constitution is
respected. He ensures the snooth operation of public services and the
continuity of the State. He determi nes and conducts the nation's policy. He
appoints mnisters and defines their prerogatives, and he may del egate his
powers to them The President of the National Assenbly replaces the President
in the case of the latter's incapacitation; should he be unable to do so, the
Presi dent is replaced by one of the Vice-Presidents of the National Assenbly,
in order of precedence. This abeyance nust be taken note of by the Suprene
Court.

4. The National Assenbly

26. Deputies are elected by direct universal suffrage for a term of
five years, renewabl e save in the event of dissolution. To be eligible,
a candi date nust be nominated by a legally constituted political party.
Conditions of eligibility and the regine of ineligibilities and

i ncompatibilities are determ ned by an Organi zational Act. The Nationa
Assenbly neets in ordinary session twi ce a year

5. Relations between the President of the Republic
and the National Assenbly

27. This Title determi nes the scope of the |aw and di stinguishes it fromthe
scope of regulations. It establishes the rules of procedure for the adoption
of laws and the competence of the Supreme Court in settling any dispute
between the Assenmbly and the President of the Republic on fundanenta
guestions. The Constitution entitles the |egislature to oversee the
activities of the executive, and establishes the principle of the
constitutionality of the laws and the legality of adm nistrative acts.

6. The Judicial Power

28. The Constitution proclainms the i ndependence of the judicial power
exercised by the courts and tribunals, subordinates judges to the sole
authority of the |aw and establishes the principle of the irrenovability of
judges. Ordinary judges are appointed by the President of the Republic, and
seni or judges are appointed on the reconmendati on of the Suprene Council of
Justice. Menbership of the Suprene Court is incompatible with any other
public or private office, notably elective office. Suprene Court judges enjoy
immunity fromcrimnal jurisdiction except in the event of flagrancy.

7. The Suprene Court

29. The Supreme Court deals with cases of high treason by the President of
the Republic and serious or ordinary offences commtted by mnisters that have
been referred to it by the National Assenbly. The nenbers of the Suprene
Court are elected by the National Assenmbly fromanong its nenbers, at the

begi nni ng of each legislature. The Supreme Court is presided over by a judge
el ected by the General Assenbly of the Supreme Court. Organizationa

Act No. L/91/009 of 23 Decenber 1991 specifies the nunber of nenbers of the
Suprene Court in addition to its rules of procedure and the procedure
governi ng cases brought before it.
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1. GENERAL LEGAL FRAMEWORK W THI N WHI CH HUMAN RI GHTS ARE PROTECTED

30. Act No. L/92/037/CTRN of 17 Septenber 1992, which includes regul ati ons
pertaining to nmeetings, parades, processions and unlawful assenblies in public
pl aces and on public highways, controls the exercise of public freedons and
protects the right to property in anticipation of the political and socia

vi ol ence which threatened public order and social harnony i medi ately after
the legalization of political parties.

31. In the absence of a national body specially entrusted with protecting
and pronoting human rights, the preparation of periodic reports with respect
to the various human rights instrunments falls within the conpetence of the
M nistry of Foreign Affairs, assisted by the technical departments concerned.

32. Three non-governnmental organi zations active in the field of the
protection and pronotion of human rights have been approved, nanely the

Gui nean Organi zation for the Defence of Human Ri ghts (OGDDH), the Cui nean
Associ ation for Human Rights (AGDH) and the Conmittee for the Defence of Cvi
Ri ghts (CDC).

33. There is no court which is specifically conpetent to deal w th human
rights violations. Such violations cone within the province of ordinary |aw
and are dealt with by the courts in the same way as ot her offences.

34. Victinms whose rights have been viol ated have the renmedy of referring the
matter to the courts. The compensation and rehabilitation schenes avail abl e
to victins vary according to the nature of the offence committed agai nst them
The judge eval uates the seriousness of the offence and i nposes a penalty on
the perpetrator in accordance with the |aw. However, accessory and pecuniary
penal ties may be awarded as conpensation for material or noral harm

35. According to the principle of nmonism international |egal instrunments
forman integral part of the donestic legal order. The Constitution sinply
protects the international comm tnments subscribed to by the Guinean State and
pl aces them above donestic law. Insofar as human rights are concerned, the
provi sions of the texts which make up the International Bill of Human Ri ghts
are covered by the various codes at the national |evel.

36. Accordingly, Title Il of the Constitution is exclusively devoted to the
fundamental freedons, duties and rights of citizens. On the question of the
limts to these rights, article 22 states that the limts are observed only
when they are essential for the maintenance of public order and denocracy.

37. Li ke all other agreenents or treaties, lawfully approved or ratified
i nternational human rights instruments, upon publication, acquire a force
superior to that of donmestic legislation (article 79 of the Constitution).

38. Following their ratification and publication of the various human rights
instruments, their provisions are incorporated into and take precedence over
donmestic legislation. They may be invoked before the courts or the

adm nistrative authorities and are directly applicable w thout having to be
written into donestic |legislation or admnistrative regul ati ons.
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I'V. | NFORMATI ON AND PUBLI CI TY

39. The Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts has been translated into the
princi pal national |anguages of Guinea. These translations have been
deposited with the Ofice of the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights in Geneva.

40. As far as outreach activities are concerned, the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights has been posted in all public places to pronote wi der

know edge of its contents. Air tine is set aside on television and radio for
expl anati on of human rights instruments. The incorporation of human rights
education into school and university curricula denponstrates the authorities’
abi ding concern with this topic.



