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I nt r oducti on

1. Wth reference to the note dated 15 Novenber 1996 fromthe
Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations in which he pointed out that the State
of Kuwait had not submitted its thirteenth and fourteenth reports on the said
Convention, which were due in 1994 and 1996 respectively, and drew the
attention of the State of Kuwait to the fact that the Committee established
under the said Convention had proposed that a single report, conbining the

af orenenti oned reports and follow ng the guidelines concerning the framework
and content of such reports, could be submitted to the said Cormittee in tinme
for its consideration, the conpetent authorities in the State of Kuwait,
before reviewi ng the views and concepts contained in this report concerning

t he Convention in question, wish to make the follow ng basic coments which
they feel should be included in the introduction to this report.

2. The Kuwaiti authorities are extrenely eager to cooperate and liaise with
i nternational and ot her organi zations and conmittees concerned with human
rights issues and to provide themwi th its successive reports on the human
rights situation in Kuwait and the positive devel opments therein.

3. The State of Kuwait's tenth, eleventh and twelfth reports, which were
prepared and submitted in 1993 to the Conmittee established under the
Convention in question, contained a detailed review of the status of the

| egi slation and regulations in force in the State of Kuwait concerning the
i ssue of the elim nation of racial discrimnation

4, Si nce the above-nentioned reports contained an extensive |egal review,
the authorities regard its conprehensive content as sufficient fromthe | ega
standpoint and wish it to be considered as an integral part of this report
(annex 1) without prejudice to the references made in this report to the new
provi sions that have been incorporated in the |legislation and | ega

regul ations of the State of Kuwait during the period fromthe subm ssion of
the previous reports to the tinme of preparation of this report covering the
positive devel opnents ainmed at achieving further progress in the human rights
situation in Kuwait.

5. The conpetent authorities in the State of Kuwait have given carefu
consideration to the comments of the distingui shed nenbers of the Committee,
some of which are reflected in the amendnents that have been made to sone of
the legislation and regulations in force in the State of Kuwait.

6. Since the consideration of Kuwait's tenth, eleventh and twelfth reports
by the said Cormittee, the conpetent authorities in the State of Kuwait have
diligently provided some United Nations conmittees with a nunber of reports
concerni ng aspects of the human rights situation in Kuwait which are simlar
to the aspect covered by the Convention under review Those reports, which

hi ghl i ghted the positive devel opnments that had taken place in the human rights
situation in Kuwait, included the follow ng:
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(a) The note that Kuwait submtted to the Secretary-Ceneral of the
United Nations in April 1995 concerning the neasures taken by Kuwait to
i mpl enent the Programme of Action of the Third Decade to Combat Raci sm and
Raci al Discrimnation

(b) The State of Kuwait's note concerning aspects of Kuwait's
i mpl enentation, at the donestic |evel, of the Vienna Declaration and Programe
of Action pronulgated in June 1993;

(c) The note expressing the State of Kuwait's viewpoint concerning the
Decl aration on the Elimnation of AIl Fornms of Intolerance and of
Di scrim nati on Based on Religion or Belief (annex 2).

7. The State of Kuwait recently invited M. Maurice G él é- Ahanhanzo, the
Speci al Rapporteur on contenporary forns of racismand racial discrimnation
to observe, at first hand, the situation prevailing in Kuwait. This is a
clear indication of the policy of transparency that the State of Kuwait is
pursuing in its approach to controversial issues, particularly those relating
to human rights.

8. It should be noted that detailed reference will be made, in subsequent
sections of this report, to the matters nentioned in the above paragraphs.

9. In the light of the above, the State of Kuwait is submitting this
report, which has been prepared in accordance with the guidelines adopted by
the Conmittee on the Elimnation of Racial Discrimnation in 1980. In keeping

with those guidelines, this report is divided into the following three parts:

Part |: the general part covering the three aspects nmentioned in the

gui del i nes.

Part I11: conprising information concerning the |egislative and judici al
measures taken by Kuwait in conpliance with the provisions of articles 2
to 7 of the Convention.

Part I11: <containing the replies to the questions and comrents
submtted by the nenbers of the Commttee on the Elimnation of Racia
Discrimnation to the representative of the Governnment of the State of
Kuwait at the 995th and 996th neetings held on 9 August 1993.

. CGENERAL
10. As already indicated, this part covers the three follow ng aspects:
(a) A brief outline of the State's policy in regard to the elimnation
of all forms of racial discrimnation and the |egal framework within which

racial discrimnation, as defined in article 1 of the Convention, is
prohi bited and is being elimnnated;



CERD/ C/ 299/ Add. 16
page 4

(b) Provi sion of information concerning the denographi c conposition of
the State in accordance with the fourth general recomendati on adopted by the
Committee on 16 August 1973 in which the States parties were called upon to
endeavour to include information relating to the denographic conposition of
their population in the reports that they submitted to the Committee under the
terms of article 9 of the Convention;

(c) Clarification of whether the provisions of the Convention could be
i nvoked before the courts and other judicial bodies or adm nistrative
authorities and whether the latter could enforce those provisions directly or
whet her they woul d have to be converted into donmestic |egislation or
adm ni strative regul ations so that the conpetent authorities could put them
into effect.

A detail ed account of the above aspects is given bel ow

The policy of the State of Kuwait in regard to the elimnation of racia
discrimnation

11. In order to clarify this policy and the framework wi thin which racia
discrimnation is prohibited and is being elimnated, in its previous report
submitted to the Conmmittee the State of Kuwait carefully reviewed all the
pertinent |egal facts concerning its proper and neticul ous inplementation of
the Convention in fulfilment of its international and national obligations
based on its firmrejection of all types and forns of racial discrimnation
and its eager desire to ensure that its Constitution and all its |egislation
are fully consistent with, and guarantee respect for, those values and
principles.

12. In this connection, the State of Kuwait also wi shes to enphasize that
the political and |legal position of the State of Kuwait in regard to the
elimnation of all fornms of racial discrimnation is firmy established and
stems fromthe values which are deeply rooted in the consci ence of Kuwait
soci ety and are consistent and in conformty with the principles that are
firmy enbedded in the conscience of human civilization, which rejects racia
di scrimnation and segregation

13. In keeping with this position and in pursuance of the State's policy of
pronmoting and consolidating the principle of equality of all nmenbers of

soci ety and guaranteeing all their rights and freedonms, since the subm ssion
of its previous report Kuwait has achi eved outstanding progress in the field
of human rights in general, and in the field of the elimnation of all forns
of discrimnation in particular, at the national and international |evels, as
can be seen fromthe foll ow ng.

At the national |eve

14. First of all, it should be noted that the State of Kuwait has taken
nunerous | egal and practical neasures to achieve further progress in the
prevention and elimnation of discrimnation. These neasures cover various
fields, such as nationality, expansion of the electoral base by granting al
naturalized persons the right to vote in elections to the National Assenbly
and the Municipal Council, securing the rights of persons residing illegally
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in the country (known as the bidoon) and wonen, and the status of foreign
| abour, in addition to the endeavours of governnental and non-governnenta
organi zations to achieve further progress in the human rights situation in
Kuwait. These neasures are detailed in the follow ng paragraphs.

15. Nationality. |In this connection, it is notewdrthy that, under the terns
of Act No. 44 of 1994, it was decided to add a new paragraph to article 7 of
the Nationality Act (Decree No. 15 of 1959) under which the children of
naturalized persons born after their father acquired Kuwaiti nationality would
be regarded as being of Kuwaiti origin. This provision also applies to those
born prior to the entry into force of that Act. This undoubtedly constitutes
a positive step towards the standardization of nationality (annex 3).

16. Granting naturalized persons the right to vote in elections to the

Nati onal Assenbly and the Minicipal Council. It is noteworthy that, under the
terms of Act No. 32 of 1995, which amended sonme of the provisions of Anira
Decree No. 15 of 1959 pronulgating the Kuwaiti Nationality Act and of Act No.
35 of 1962 concerning the election of nmenbers of the National Assenbly,
naturalized persons were granted the right to vote. |In accordance with this
anmendnent, which undoubtedly expanded the el ectoral base in the State of
Kuwai t, naturalized persons exercised their right to vote in the Minicipa
Council elections which were held in May 1995 and also in the Nationa

Assenbly el ections which were held in October 1996 (annex 4).

17. Persons residing in the country illegally (the bidoon). In this
connection, it should first of all be noted that the conpetent authorities in
the State have not neglected this issue. On the contrary, they have made it
one of their primary concerns, in spite of its political and | egal complexity,
as has been attested by nunerous international observers concerned with hunman
rights issues in Kuwait. Accordingly, the conplexity of this question has not
prevented the conpetent authorities in the State of Kuwait fromtaking the
requi site measures, which have recently begun to bear fruit.

18. For purposes of clarification, the admnistrative and organi zati ona
measures that the State has taken in this connection can be summarized as the
promul gati on of Decree No. 221/1993 of 19 Cctober 1993 establishing a Centra
Conmittee to consider the situation of the above-nentioned persons, foll owed
by the promul gati on of Decree No. 57/96 term nating the work of the said
Central Committee, and the pronul gati on of Decree No. 58/ 96 establishing an
Executive Commttee, the conposition of which differed fromthat of the forner
Conmittee, to deal with the affairs of those persons (annex 5).

19. In view of the inportant role that this Comrittee is required to play in
resolving that problem the Kuwaiti |egislature has endeavoured to ensure that
its menbership is at the highest and nobst senior |evel, conprising
representatives of the conpetent authorities in the State. To this end, the
M nister of the Interior was appointed as its Chairman and its nmenbership

i ncl uded the Secretary-Ceneral of the Council of Mnisters, the Deputy

M nister for Foreign Affairs, the Deputy Mnister of the Interior and the
Director-General of the Civil Registry.
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20. Article 2 of that Commttee's terns of reference stipulates that its
principal functions are to take executive neasures to deal with the situation
of illegal residents in accordance with the general franmework, basic

principles, criteria and decisions adopted by the Council of Mnisters, to
noni tor the inplenentation of the decisions taken by the Council of Mnisters
concerning those persons and to propose the bills of |aw and regul ati ons t hat
it deems necessary to rectify the situation of those illegal residents. 1In
accordance with the above-nentioned article, the Committee held a nunber of
meetings in the light of which it took several measures including, in
particular, the issue of cards to be presented by the persons covered by the
Committee's ternms of reference at the reception centres that had been
established for civilians, mlitary personnel and their famlies, at which
files had been opened for them

21. This Commi ttee established nunerous subconmittees, which exam ned the
files of the persons concerned and took appropriate decisions on each
i ndi vidual case after interview ng the applicants.

22. It is noteworthy that, in the discharge of its functions, the

Executive Committee is endeavouring to solve the problemof illegal residents
in a conprehensive and radical manner and, to that end, is in constant contact
with the authorities concerned in the State with a viewto finding an optinum
solution to this problem

23. The policy pursued by the State in its quest for a solution to this
probl em has begun to produce some practical results exenplified by the recent
approval by the Council of Mnisters of Decree No. 60/1997 granting Kuwait
nationality to the children of martyrs classified as bidoon

24. The situation of wonen and the status that they enjoy in Kuwait
society. First of all, the conpetent Kuwaiti authorities wi sh to enphasize

that, in the State of Kuwait, women enjoy the sanme rights as those which the
Constitution guarantees to nmen, with whomthey are on an equal footing. These
rights include the right to education and the right to work, various

enpl oynment opportunities being freely accessible to Kuwaiti wonmen in al

fields.

25. Wth regard to enploynent at senior |levels, Kuwaiti women hold numerous
hi gh-ranki ng posts in the State. For exanple, the first fermal e Kuwait
anbassador and the first fermale president of Kuwait University have been
appoi nted and, for the first tinme, a worman has been appoi nted as Deputy

M ni ster of Higher Education. Kuwaiti wonmen also hold the post of assistant
deputy in a nunber of mnistries and State agenci es.

26. Through the Mnistry of Social Affairs and Labour, in its capacity as
the responsi bl e body, the State has shown concern for the social aspect by
establishing a nunber of departnents in the social devel opnment sector at the
M nistry, such as the Social Departnment and the Private Associations
Department, all of which are concerned with social development at the |oca

| evel and encourage voluntary devel opment work by Kuwaiti citizens, who are
the target of social devel opnent.
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27. As part of its endeavours in this field, the State has announced the
establ i shnent of a Federation of Private Femal e Associations in the State of
Kuwait to coordinate the private femal e voluntary associ ati ons.

28. Fromtinme to tinme, the State also reviews its |aws, |egislation and
regul ati ons concerning the advancenent of wonen and, in particular, their
status, in such a way as to pronote the enpowernent of Kuwaiti wonmen and
i ncrease their contribution to social issues.

29. At the economc level, the State has played an effective role in
protecting wonen from poverty, particularly since they bear the heavy burden
of catering for the welfare of their famlies in the event of separation or
the death or disability of their husband. Accordingly, the conpetent
authorities have forned a conmttee to study and amend the Public Assistance
Act in such a way as to provide greater support for famlies and rectify the
negati ve aspects of its application. It is notewrthy that the Act has been
submtted to the Council of Mnisters so that the requisite neasures can be
taken for its pronul gation.

30. At the private level, the Kuwaiti public welfare associations have
established a comrittee to nonitor issues of concern to wonen in all fields.

31. The status of foreign |abour in Kuwait and neasures taken by the
conpetent Kuwaiti authorities to protect it and inprove its situation. The
State has shown concern for foreign | abour in general, and donestic servants
in particular, and is still endeavouring to ensure a decent life for this
category of workers by taking a nunber of neasures to provide themw th |ega
protection. These neasures include:

(a) Support for the rights of foreign labour in and outside Kuwait with
a viewto freeing workers frominjustice and distress in conformty with the
humani tarian spirit and social justice. To this end, Kuwait has ratified
114 international conventions adopted by the International Labour Organization
and the Arab Labour Organization with a view to protecting workers;

(b) The establishnment, at the Mnistry of the Interior, of a
departnment known as the Departnent of Donestic Labour O fices to regul ate
of fices for the enploynment of donestic servants and provi de guarantees to
ensure that the latter enjoy their rights during and after their period of
enpl oynent ;

(c) The State promul gated Legi sl ative Decree No. 40 of 1992 regul ating
of fices for the enpl oynent of private donmestic servants and other simlar
persons with a view to providing guarantees to ensure that this category enjoy
their rights and are not exploited (annex 6). This was foll owed by the
promul gation of Mnisterial Ordinance No. 617 of 1992, which |aid down the
rul es and procedures for the licensing of offices for the enpl oynment of
private domestic servants and simlar persons (annex 7);

(d) M ni sterial Odinance No. 115 of 1996 promul gated statutes
regul ating private recruitnment agencies. These statutes contain specia
articles on the role and activities of those agencies, as well as pena
provi sions concerning the infractions that they mght commit. The statutes
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al so conprise articles regulating the relationship between the enployer and
the recruited enployee. It should be noted that these statutes wll

consi derably reduce the nunber of grievances that arise between enpl oyers and
enpl oyees after their recruitment (annex 8);

(e) The M nistry of Social Affairs and Labour has established a new
departnent, known as the Departnment to Regul ate Recruitnment Agencies, to
noni tor | abour questions in Kuwait and intervene to settle the disputes that
ari se between enpl oyers and enpl oyees;

(f) It is noteworthy that, within the context of its endeavours to
i nprove the situation of foreign workers inits territory, the State of Kuwait
has recently concluded bilateral agreenents with |abour-exporting States,
i ncluding the Arab Republic of Egypt, in order to regulate the situation of
foreign labour in Kuwait. Discussions are taking place with the Philippines
with a viewto the conclusion of an agreenent establishing a joint commttee
to regul ate | abour (see annex 9). Draft agreenments in this regard have al so
been drawn up with Turkey and Mal aysi a.

32. The fact that such steps have been taken by the State of Kuwait is a
clear indication of its desire to inprove the situation of foreign |abour in
its territory. 1In this connection, the State of Kuwait w shes to enphasize
sonme inportant facts concerning this subject. 1In particular, since it began
to host this category of workers, the State of Kuwait has spared no effort to
i nprove their situation by taking neasures designed, inter alia, to protect
their rights. At the sane tine, it has diligently cooperated with

i nternational humanitarian and other organi zati ons, as well as

| abour-exporting States, with a view to devising appropriate solutions to the
probl ems of workers. The granting of perm ssion to the representatives of

i nternational organizations and other persons to neet these workers is a clear
indication of the State's policy in this regard. Al this is further
corroborated by the fact that the State studies and takes into consideration
the comrents nmade by those organizations and attenpts to rectify and elimnate
any shortcom ngs.

33. The endeavours of other Kuwaiti agencies and bodies. The above neasures
constitute only part of the endeavours nmade by the official agencies in the
State since, in addition to the governnental authorities, the judicia
authority has also made diligent endeavours in this field, as illustrated by
the foll ow ng:

(a) A Conmittee for the Defence of Human Ri ghts has been established
within the National Assenbly to nonitor human rights issues in Kuwait, receive
conpl aints, devise appropriate solutions and follow up on their inplenentation
in coordination with the official agencies concerned in the State (annex 10);

(b) In order to pronote closer cooperation between the executive and
| egislative authorities in view of the Governnent's desire, |ike that of the
parliamentary committee, to fully preserve human dignity, the Mnistry of the
Interior has forned a working group to look into human rights issues in Kuwait
and coordinate with the parlianentary conmittee in this regard;
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(c) In accordance with article 4 of the Convention in question
concerning the need for national |egislation to incorporate provisions
consistent with this article, some nenbers of the National Assenbly have
tabled a bill amending various provisions of the Kuwaiti Penal Code
(Act No. 16 of 1960) through the addition of two articles; the first prohibits
incitement to, or acts of, discrimnation between citizens on grounds of sex,
origin, |anguage, religion or confessional, tribal, regional or |oca
affiliation, while the second stipulates that it is a punishable offence for
any public official, in the discharge of his duties, to fail to respect the
full equality of all the persons with whom he deals, provided that their
circunstances and | egal status are simlar, w thout discrimnation anong them
on grounds of sex, origin, |anguage, religion, colour, belief or fortune.

At the international |eve

34. Wthin the context of its diligent endeavours to cooperate with the

i nternational comunity with a view to ensuring that everyone enjoys a better
life in which his fundanental rights and freedons are guaranteed within a

har moni ous society in which all aspects of the interests and well-bei ng of
every individual are catered for, the State of Kuwait has used various ways
and nmeans, at nunerous |levels, to achieve that objective by, inter alia,
acceding to international human rights instruments and establishing bodies
capabl e of contributing to the achievenent of further econonm c and socia

devel opnent for the nenbers of the international community through the pursuit
of appropriate policies, in the manner described bel ow

35. International human rights instrunents. At the tine of preparation of
its previous report, the State of Kuwait had acceded to six internationa
human rights instrunents: the Slavery Convention; the Suppl enentary
Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade, and Institutions and
Practices Simlar to Slavery of 1929; the International Convention on the
Elimnation of All Forns of Racial Discrimnation; the Internationa
Convention on the Suppression and Puni shnment of the Crinme of Apartheid; the
Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the
Exploitation of the Prostitution of OQthers; and the Convention on the Rights
of the Child.

36. During the period from 1994 to 1996, Kuwait also acceded to the
follow ng conventions: Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of

Di scrim nation agai nst Wonen; Convention on the Prevention and Puni shnent of
the Crime of CGenocide; International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultura
Ri ghts; Convention against Torture and O her Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishnment. Under the provisions of article 70 of the
Constitution, Kuwait's accession to those instrunments vests themw th the sane
status as the legislation in force in the country and all the conpetent
authorities have an obligation to conply with them and i nplenment their
provi si ons.

37. In addition to the above, the conpetent bodies in the State now incl ude
a committee which has been established to study the possibility of the State's
accession to the other international human rights instrunments and it is hoped
that this committee will conplete its work in the near future.
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38. The policies of the State in support of econom c and social devel opment
programes throughout the world. In keeping with its deep-rooted belief in

the need to promote human rights, and in view of its firmcommitnent to

i nprove the econonic and social situation of the nmenmbers of the internationa
conmunity, the State of Kuwait has taken care to ensure that these objectives
form a basic and constant conponent of its foreign policy through the creation
of the nechani sns needed to establish official bodies conducive to that
purpose. The State has al so encouraged, and is still encouraging, the

non- gover nment al organi zati ons and institutions which are pursuing a policy of
ext endi ng econonic and social aid to the citizens of other States.

39. Wth regard to governnental activities, the State has established
nunmerous organi zations and institutions specialized in the provision of
econonmic aid to help other States to inplenent their econom ¢ and socia
pr ogr amres.

40. In 1961, it established the Kuwait Fund for Arab Econonic Devel opnent,
the aimof which is to help Arab countries to develop their econom es by
providing themwith loans to inplenent their devel opnent programres. |t goes

wi t hout saying that the main purpose of the establishnent of the Fund was not
to achieve financial profit but solely to help Arab and ot her devel opi ng
countries to inplenment their econom c and social devel opnent programes by
providing themwith extrenely lowinterest |oans on easy ternms. The bookl et
annexed hereto describes the Fund's endeavours to achieve its humanitarian
aims (annex 11).

41. In 1966, the State established the General Agency for the South and the
Arabian Gulf with a view to contributing to the devel opment process in the
countries of the South and the Arabian Gulf by providing themwi th financia
grants to develop and inprove their basic facilities in all fields related to
the inplenentation of their econonmic, social and cultural devel opnment

pr ogr amres.

42. In 1982, the State established the Kuwaiti Beit al-Zakat, one of the
mai n functions of which is to disburse its financial receipts for the legally
prescri bed general charitable causes for which zakat (alnms tax) is intended in
accordance with the precepts of the Islamc Shari'a. Since its establishment,
that institution has extended various fornms of aid and assistance to
beneficiary institutions and individuals in many countries.

43. Far fromconfining itself to the establishnment of the above-nentioned
bodi es, the State has sinultaneously endeavoured to take initiatives in

i nternational forunms in pursuance of its policy of easing the burdens of the
devel opi ng countries. For exanple, in 1988, in his address fromthe rostrum
of the United Nations, H s Hi ghness the Amir of the State of Kuwait proposed
that the interest be waived on the debts of the devel oping countries.

44, In October 1990, while the State of Kuwait was suffering under the

i niquitous lragi occupation, Hi s H ghness announced that Kuwait intended to
wai ve the interest on the debts of countries which had received | oans from
Kuwait and, in addition, Kuwait would also be |ooking into the question of the
principal of the debts of the poorest countries.
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45. In this connection, it is also noteworthy that forns of econom c and
soci al assistance have not been provided solely by the official agencies of
the State; in fact, the State encourages private bodies and institutions to
assist the citizens of other States. The directory annexed to this report
contains the nanes of the Kuwaiti charitable institutions and their role in
ensuring the flow of aid to the devel oping countries (annex 12).

46. Furthernore, far fromconfining itself to this |legal position at the
international level, the State of Kuwait is also continuing its endeavours to
conbat and elimnate the policy of racial discrimnation in all fields and at
all levels. As a matter of principle, Kuwait's firmy established position
which it is continuing to express in all international and regional foruns, is
that there is a need to elimnate that policy and achieve full equality anong
all human beings. This position is based on Kuwait's absolute conviction that
raci al discrimnation constitutes a gross violation of the human rights and
fundanmental freedons guaranteed in national |egislation and internationa
conventi ons.

Wth regard to the provision of infornmation concerning the State's denpgraphic

conmposition in accordance with the fourth general recommendati on adopted by
the Commttee on 16 August 1973

47. In this connection, reference should be made to the content of the
previous report of the State of Kuwait.

In reply to the question as to whether the provisions of the Convention could
be i nvoked before the courts and other adm nistrative authorities and whet her
the latter could enforce those provisions directly or whether they would have
to be converted into donestic legislation so that those authorities could put
theminto effect

48. In this connection, it is noteworthy that the provisions of the

I nternational Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Racial

Di scrimnation and other human rights instrunents are inplemented in the State
of Kuwait in accordance with the rule laid down in article 70 of the Kuwai't
Constitution, as already indicated in the previous reports of the State of
Kuwai t .

I'1. 1 NFORMATI ON CONCERNI NG THE LEGQ SLATI VE AND JUDI Cl AL
MEASURES TAKEN BY KUWAI T PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SI ONS
OF ARTI CLES 2-7 OF THE CONVENTI ON

49. As stipulated in the guidelines, this part conprises information
concerning articles 2-7 of the Convention. |In this connection, reference can
be made to the details contained in the previous reports of the State of
Kuwai t concerning the legislative and judicial neasures taken pursuant to the
provi sions of those articles, sonme of which are also covered by this report.
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[11. REPLY TO THE COMMENTS AND QUESTI ONS OF THE
MEMBERS OF THE COVM TTEE
50. This part contains the replies to the comments and questions of the

menbers of the Conmittee addressed to the representative of the State of
Kuwait at the Committee's 995th and 996th neetings held on 9 August 1993
during which the tenth, eleventh, and twelfth reports of the State of Kuwait
were consi dered. These questions and recomendati ons focused on the follow ng
subj ects: the bidoon, donestic servants, naturalized persons and the right to
vote, the situation of wonen, the situation of foreigners in Kuwait after its
liberation, and trials.

51. Wth regard to the questions raised by the nmenbers of the Conmittee
concerning the bidoon, domestic servants, naturalized persons and wonen, the

i nformati on contained in this report concerning the achievenments nmade in this
and other fields and the nmeasures taken by the Kuwaiti Governnent to find

radi cal and final solutions to these issues provides a clear indication of the
State's desire to take the comments and reconmendati ons of the nenbers of the
Committee into consideration

52. Wth regard to the question raised by the nenbers of the Commttee
concerning the treatnent of foreigners in Kuwait, it should be noted that,
under the terns of the Amiral Amesty pronulgated in February, 10 Jordani an
pri soners convicted of collaborating with the occupation authorities during
the Iraqgi invasion of Kuwait were rel eased.

53. Mor eover, in 1995, the conpetent authorities in the State of Kuwait
promul gat ed Decree No. 55 abolishing the State Security Court and, since that
time, the matters which that court was conpetent to hear have fallen within
the jurisdiction of the three I evels of ordinary courts.

Concl usi on

54. In conclusion, the conpetent authorities in the State of Kuwait wish to
enphasi ze that the matters covered by this report, carefully prepared in
accordance with the guidelines adopted by the Conmittee on the Elimnation of
Raci al Di scrimnation, focus on the |egislative and practical aspects of the
positive devel opnents in the human rights situation in Kuwait during the

peri od between its previous and present reports, particularly those

devel opnents entailing inprovenents in the human rights situation in genera
or in the inplenentation of the provisions of the Convention under review.

55. The authorities also wish to reaffirmthat they are continuing their
endeavours to achieve further progress in the human rights situation in Kuwait
inthe light of the lofty values that are deeply rooted in the conscience of
human civilization. The authorities are continuing to cooperate with

i nternational and ot her bodies concerned with human rights issues and are
ready to discuss the content of this report when it is due to be considered by
t he di stingui shed Committee.
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Li st of annexes

1. Thi s annex conprises the foll owi ng reports:

(a) A copy of the note addressed by Kuwait to the Secretary-General of
the United Nations in April 1995 concerning the neasures taken by Kuwait in
connection with the inplenentation of the Programme of Action for the Third
Decade to Conbat Raci sm and Racial Discrimnation

(b) A copy of the State of Kuwait's note containing its viewpoint on
the Declaration on the Elinmnation of Al Forms of I|Intolerance and of
Di scrimnation Based on Religion or Belief;

(c) A copy of Kuwait's note concerning aspects of the State's
i mpl enentation, at the national |evel, of the Vienna Declaration and Programe
of Action.

2. A copy of Act No. 44 of 1994 adding a new paragraph to article 7 of
Decree No. 15 of 1959 pronulgating the Nationality Act.

3. A copy of Act No. 32 amendi ng sone of the provisions of Amira
Decree No. 15 of 1995 promulgating the Kuwaiti Nationality Act and Act No. 35
of 1962 concerning the election of nmenbers of the National Assenbly.

4. A copy of Decree No. 58/96 establishing the Executive Conmittee on
Il egal Residents in the Country.

5. A copy of Legislative Decree No. 40 of 1992 regul ating agencies for the
enpl oynment of private donestic servants and simlar persons.

6. A copy of Mnisterial Odinance No. 617 of 1992 laying down the rules
and procedures for the licensing of agencies for the enploynent of private
donestic servants and sinilar persons.

7. A copy of Mnisterial Odinance No. 115 of 1996 promul gating statutes
for private recruitment agencies.

8. A copy of the State of Kuwait's reply to the conplaint subnitted by a
Phi | i ppi ne organi zation in Australia to the Centre for Human Ri ghts at Geneva.

9. A copy of the statutes of the National Assenbly's Committee for the
Def ence of Human Rights.

10. A brochure published by the Kuwait Fund for Arab Econoni c Devel opnent
contai ning basic information on the Fund's ainms and functions.

11. A directory containing the nanes of Kuwaiti non-governmenta

organi zations and their role in ensuring the flow of aid to the devel opi ng
countries.



