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1. The Conmittee considered the fourth to eighth periodic reports of the
Domi ni can Republic (CERD/ C/ 331/ Add. 1) at its 1364th and 1365th neetings (see
CERD/ ¢/ SR 1364 and 1365), on 23 and 24 August 1999, and adopted, at its 1369th
nmeeting (see CERD/ C/ SR.1369), on 26 August 1999, the follow ng concluding
observati ons.

A. I ntroduction

2. The Conmittee takes note of the subm ssion by the Dom nican Republic of
its long overdue report. It expresses its satisfaction over the resunption of
the dialogue with the State party and the wllingness expressed by the
del egation to conply with its reporting obligations under the Convention. It
al so wel comes the supplementary information provided by the State party in
witing as well as during the oral presentation. The Committee regrets,
however, that the report did not follow the Comrittee's reporting guidelines
and | acked inportant information about the inplenentation of the Conventi on.
The Committee also regrets that the State party has not yet submtted a core
docunent .

B. Positive aspects

3. The Committee takes note of the information provided by the State party on
the ethnic conposition of the popul ation and on donestic |egislation governing
the acquisition of nationality and education programes intended to combat
raci al prejudices, although this information was not conplete.

4. The Conmittee takes note of the recent acceptance by the State party of the
jurisdiction of the Inter-Anmerican Court of Human Rights, as well as the
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deci sion of the Suprene Court that regulates the procedure for the exercise
of the right of protection in cases of violation of fundanental rights by
public authorities.

C. Principal subjects of concern

5. Concern is expressed at statenents contained in the periodic report that
no racial prejudice exists in the Dom nican Republic and that the State party
never perceived any need to condem racial discrinnation within the neaning
of article 2 of the Convention, as no country can claimthe total absence of
racial discrimnation inits territory or be confident that it will not appear
in the future.

6. Concern is also expressed about the situation of the |arge nunber of
Haitians living in the country, the npjority of themillegally, in view of
information that they, and in particular wonmen and children, are often unable
to enjoy the nost basic econonmic and social rights, such as housing, education
and health services.

7. The Committee is also concerned at reports that racial prejudices exist not
only against Haitians but al so against the darker-ski nned Dom ni cans.

8. The inadequacy of the present legislation, including the Penal Code, to
enable the State party fully to discharge its obligations under article 4 of
the Convention is a further matter of concern.

D. Suggestions and reconmendati ons

9. The Committee recommends the State party to take the necessary steps to
neet the requirenents of articles 2 and 5 of the Convention.

10. The Committee recommends that in the current process of reform of the
Penal Code the provisions of article 4 of the Convention be taken into
consi der ati on.

11. The Conmittee recomends that the State party take urgent neasures to
ensure the enjoynent by persons of Haitian origin of their econom c, social
and cultural rights without discrimnation. Efforts should be nmade, in
particular, to inprove their living conditions in the bateyes (shanty towns).

12. The Committee recommends that the State party address the requirenments of
article 6 of the Convention by facilitating access to the courts and ot her
conpetent institutions for victinms of racial discrimnation and ensuring that
the perpetrators of racist acts are brought to trial and the victins obtain
adequate reparation or satisfaction.

13. The Conmittee recomends that the State party take all appropriate
neasures to give effect to the provisions of article 7 of the Convention, wth
a view to conbating racial prejudices in society and pronoting understandi ng
and tol erance anong individuals and groups with different characteristics in
terms of race, colour, descent or national or ethnic origin.

14. Measures should be taken to ensure that | aw enforcenent officials receive
appropriate training in matters pertaining to the Convention. The Comittee
recalls in this respect its general reconmendation XlII

15. The Committee requests that the State party include, in its next periodic

report, information about the inplications of the proposed social security
schenme for the prevention of racial discrimnation. It also requests
informati on about the reform of the Penal Code currently under way, in

particular with respect to matters pertaining to the Convention
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16. The State party should take all appropriate steps to acquaint the
popul ation with the Convention and to publish the periodic reports as well as
the Committee's concludi ng observati ons.

17. The Committee recommends that the State party ratify the anendnents to
article 8, paragraph 6, of the Convention, adopted on 15 January 1992 at the
fourteenth neeting of States parties.

18. It is noted that the State party has not nmde the declaration provided for
in article 14 of the Convention, and some nenbers of the Conmittee request
that the possibility of making the declaration be considered.

19. The Committee recomends that the State party's next periodic report, due

on 24 June 2000, be a conprehensive one, follow the reporting guidelines and
take account of the points raised in these concludi ng observations.



