NATIONS CERD

. . Di str.
International Convention CENERAL
on the Elimination
CERD/ C/ 304/ Add. 82
of all Forms of 12 April 2001

Racial Discrimination o
Original: ENGLISH

COWM TTEE ON THE ELI M NATI ON
OF RACI AL DI SCRI M NATI ON
Fifty-fifth session

2 — 27 August 1999

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS SUBM TTED BY STATES
PARTI ES UNDER ARTI CLE 9 OF THE CONVENTI ON

Concl udi ng observations of the Comittee on the
Eli mi nati on of Racial Discrimnation

Mauri t ani a

1. At its 1340th and 1341st neetings, on 5 and 6 August 1999 (see
CERD/ ¢/ SR. 1340 and 1341), the Comittee considered the initial report and the
second, third, fourth and fifth periodic reports, submitted as a single
docunent (CERD/ C/ 330/ Add. 1), and, at its 1362nd neeting (see CERD/ C/ SR 1362),
on 20 August 1999, adopted the follow ng concl udi ng observations.

A. Introduction

2. The Committee wel cones the submission of the initial report of Mauritania
and the opportunity to establish contact with the State party. The Comrittee
is encouraged to note that the State party sent a high-level delegation, |ed
by the Mnister of Justice: it has taken note of the additional informtion
supplied by the delegation in the course of a fruitful dialogue. Al though the
informati on subnitted in the witten report was not conplete, the Commttee
expresses its appreciation for the quality of the oral replies supplied by the
del egation to the questions raised in the course of discussions.

B. Positive aspects

3. The action and progranmes undertaken by the State party to protect the
nost vul nerable ethnic groups in society are welconmed. In this regard, the
Conmmittee notes the establishment of a Conmissioner for human rights, poverty
alleviation and social integration (1998); the establishnent of a Medi ator of
the Republic; and the nmeasures taken in areas such as housing, health,
education, the pronotion of wonen's rights, youth protection, and the struggle
against illiteracy and against surviving traditional practices of servitude

4, It is noted with satisfaction that the International Convention on the
Elimnation of Al Fornms of Racial Discrinination, and other internationa
human rights instrunents, take precedence over national laws in the State
party and nmay be invoked directly before the courts.
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5. The Conmittee welcones the ratification by the State party of the
International Covenant on Econonmic, Social and Cultural Rights, the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Convention
agai nst Torture and O her Cruel, |nhurman or Degradi ng Treatnment or Puni shrent.

6. The activities undertaken by the State party with a view to inplenenting
article 7 of the Convention, especially the work acconplished through rura
radi o broadcasts and efforts to conbat illiteracy, are also noted.

C. Principal subjects of concern

7. It is noted that the information supplied by the State party concerning
the ethnic conposition of the population and socio-econonic indicators
relating to the inplenentation of the Convention's provisions is inconplete.

8. Insufficient information has been provided about the inplenentation of
articles 2, 4 and 6 of the Convention and about |egislation on and judgenents,
prosecutions and penalties for acts of racial discrimnation. The information
given is insufficient to verify whether existing legislation is adequate to
incrimnate the acts referred to in article 4 of the Convention

9. Wth regard to article 5 of the Convention, allegations are noted to the
ef fect that sone groups of the popul ation, especially the black comuniti es,
are still suffering from various fornms of exclusion and discrimnnation,
especi ally where access to public services and enploynent is concerned. Wile
the Conmittee notes with satisfaction that Muritanian |egislation has

abol i shed slavery and servitude, it also notes that, in sonme parts of the
country, vestiges of practices of slavery and involuntary servitude could
still persist, despite the State party's efforts to eradicate such practices

D. Suggesti ons and reconmendati ons

10. For the submission of its next periodic report, the Comrittee reconmends
that the State party supply nore detailed informati on concerning the ethnic
conposition of the popul ation and soci o-econonic indicators relating to the
i npl ement ati on of the Convention's provisions, as stipulated in paragraphs 8
and 10 of the general guidelines on the preparation of reports.

11. The Conmittee recommends that the State party take all necessary
| egi sl ative neasures to ensure that articles 2, 4 and 6 of the Convention are
fully expressed in national law. In this respect, it proposes that the State
party, in its next periodic report, supply information concerning |legislative
neasures adopted in conpliance with the Convention. It would also |ike the
next periodic report to contain judicial statistical data and, if available
practical exanples of court appeals against racial and ethnic discrimnation.

12. The Committee recommends that the State party include information in its
next report on |legislative neasures and practices introduced by the
authorities to give effect to the provisions of article 5 of the Conventi on,
especially with a view to pronoting the struggle against discrimnmnation
affecting the nmost vulnerable groups of the population, in particular the
bl ack conmmunities, and to eradicating vestiges of practices of slavery and
i nvoluntary servitude.

13. Wth regard to inplenentation of article 7 of the Convention, the
Committee encourages the State party to pursue its policy in the fields of
education, teaching, culture and information. It recomrends in particular that
it intensify its efforts to promote the various national |anguages and to
encourage the broad di ssem nation of human rights.

14. It is noted that the State party has not nade the declaration provided
for in article 14 of the Convention; some nmenbers of the Conmittee have
requested that the State party consider the possibility of making such a
decl arati on.
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15. The Committee recommends that the State party ratify the anendnents to
article 8, paragraph 6, of the Convention, adopted at the fourteenth neeting
of States parties.

16. The Conmittee recommends that the State party's next periodic report be
nore conplete and that it address all the points raised by the Conmittee.



