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Background

1. The report presents efforts by Nigeria to fulfis voluntary commitments and
recommendations accepted during the Universal #ieriBeview (UPR) First Cycle in
20009.

2. Nigeria accepted 30 (thirty) clusters of recomdsions out of the 32 from the First
Cycle. In order to ensure the simplicity of thispoet and better understanding of
government’s efforts in addressing the concernh®frecommendations, they are grouped
into twenty-four clusters to be found in sectiomfthe report.

3. The report also presents significant developmeathievements and challenges on
the implementation of Nigeria’s voluntary commitnteand the recommendations accepted
in the first cycle of the review.

Methodology and consultation process

4. The Government of Nigeria constituted an inalesiNational Committee on
Universal Periodic Review (UPR), under the chairghdm of the Solicitor-General of the
Federation, which adopted a participatory approachproducing this report. The
committee, which is made up government officiald agpresentatives of the civil society,
made extensive consultations with relevant stakkdrel from the various tiers of
governance in Nigeria and used several backgroandrdents as well as submissions from
Ministries, Departments and Agencies (MDASs). Thaswdtations and validation processes
were held from July 2012 through June 2013.

Nigeria’s voluntary commitment to the Human Rights
Council

5. Nigeria has largely fulfilled its commitmentsttee Human Rights Council through
its active participation in the work and activitiesthe Council, support for the National
Human Rights Commission, commitment to human righésruments and support for all
strategies at regional and international levelsramote and protect human rights.

6. With regard to strengthening the National HurRaghts Commission, Nigeria has
fulfilled this commitment by amending the Natiotdiman Rights Commission Act in
2010 to grant the Commission operational and firdrindependence and to enhance its
investigative and enforcement powers.

7. Between 2009 and 2013, Nigeria acceded to devenman rights instruments

including the Convention on the Rights of Persorith Wisabilities; Convention on the

Protection of All Persons from Enforced DisappeaearConvention on the Prevention and
Punishment of Crime of Genocide; Optional Protooal the Rights of Persons with

Disabilities; Optional Protocol to the Conventiagainst Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment; Optional dtwitto the Convention on the Rights
of the Child (CRC) on the Sale of Children, Chilb§titution and Child Pornography and
the Optional Protocol to CRC on Involvement of @héin in Armed Conflict. Nigeria also

ratified the African Union Convention for the Prctien and Assistance of Internally
Displaced Persons and the African Charter on Deawy¢iElections and Governance.

8. Nigeria is working assiduously towards signingl aatifying the United Nations
human rights instruments and protocols to whids iitot yet a party.
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lll. Developments since the first review

Constitutional review

9. Determined to strengthen the democratic proaessentrench a culture of respect
for human rights, Nigeria amended the 1999 Congiituthree times between 2010 and
2011 to grant financial autonomy to the Independdational Electoral Commission
(INEC)! to enable it perform optimally, as well as enhatiee electoral processédhe
amendments to the constitution and INEC’s autoncomtributed significantly in making
the 2011 General Elections of Nigeria free, fad aredible.

10.  Section 285 of the Constituttowas amended to set timelines for determination of
election petitions. The amendment mandates ani@bettbunal to deliver its judgment in
writing within 180 days of filing an election pétinh, while an appeal from the decision of
an election tribunal or court shall be determineithiw 60 days from the date of the
delivery of judgment of the tribunal. The outconfelds amendment has been the speedy
disposal of election petitions and avoidance ofawessary distractions to governance often
occasioned by delay in disposing election petitioise Supreme Court of Nigeria has
further affirmed, clarified and reinforced these esmiments through various judicial
pronouncements and declarations.

11.  Section 254 of the Constitution was also amerideprovide for the establishment
of a National Industrial Court to hear and deteenaases affecting the civil rights and
obligations of workers, especially on matters agsfrom the workplace, conditions of
service, including health, safety, welfare of enygles and workers. The court has been
established and is promoting and protecting thietsigf employees through its decisions.

Economic transformation blueprint

12. The Nigerian Government has continued to sustairights-based approach to
economic management that is pro-poor and gendesitsen This is contained in the
economic transformation blueprint tagged NigerMision 20:2020. It is a long term plan
for stimulating Nigeria’s economic growth and lahimg the country on to a path of
sustained and rapid socio-economic developmentidde2 of the blueprint relates to the
promotion and protection of human rights includiggaranteeing the well-being and
productivity of Nigerians.

13. In specific context, the vision provides, amatpgers, a strategic framework for

guaranteeing the well-being and productivity of &tigns including eradication of extreme

poverty, enhancing access to quality healthcaigion of sustainable access to portable
water and basic sanitation, provision of accessblig affordable housing, building human
capacity for sustainable livelihoods and developimeanproving access to micro credit,

promotion of gender equality and empowerment of wonand fostering a culture of

recreation and entertainment for enhanced prodtycfiv

14. Nigeria is committed to ensuring that respectdll persons irrespective of race,
class, disability or gender is guarantée@ender equality and women empowerment are
basic human rights that form part of Nigeria’'s i%i20:2020 and the Transformation
Agenda of Government. The strategy adopted in theepbint for promoting gender
equality and women empowerment is by systematidgemainstreaming in all policies
and programmes of government, through the incotmoraf the principles laid out in the
newly revised National Gender Policy, national laavel other regional and international
human rights instruments that support gender efgruatid women empowerment. There are
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various gender related bills, currently pendinghi@ National Assembly and government is
deploying resources to expedite their passagdamtd

Housing and urban development

15. The Government of Nigeria has shown commitmentimproving access to

affordable housing through legal and policy framekgancluding mortgage financing, and
recapitalization of the Federal Mortgage Bank ofyéfia, and through Public Private
Partnership (PPP) housing estate schemes. Thesevirks and the PPP initiatives have
produced a quantum leap in the number of prototypesing units constructed from
25.49% to 151.17% between 2011 and 2012.

Justice sector reform

16. The Government of Nigeria is pursuing all-irstle justice sector reforms with the

establishment of the Federal Justice Sector Refdoordinating Committee (FISRCC).

The Committee is mandated to coordinate the dewsdop, management and

implementation of policies aimed at improving thelicery of justice services, achieve

higher operational standards, maintain synergy éetwhe activities of justice institutions

and provide a forum for resolving cross instituibrproblems and challenges. These
reforms also affect appointments, promotion andigligsie of Judicial Officers, Case Flow

Management, and Evidence Law.

17. The FJSRCC, in collaboration with other stakedws in the justice sector,
undertook a comprehensive review of the NigeridadPs Standing Orders, developed the
Child Rights Act (Enforcement Procedure) Rules. idt currently facilitating the
development of National Prosecution Policy, enforeat of fundamental human rights,
and Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) systemoam other reform initiatives. Today,
the Nigerian judiciary features many female Justiaed a female Chief Justice of the
Federation has been appointed for the first time.

18. The Administration of Criminal Justice Bill iefore the National Assembly. The
bill is intended to institutionalize the broad atijee of the proposed National Prosecution
Policy which is to engender a criminal justice eystthat is quick, smooth, fair, just, and
firm. There is also the Administration of Justicec®r Reform Bill to ensure speedy
dispensation of justice. Various State Governmargsalso reforming their justice systems.

Right to sustainable environment

19. Section 20 of the 1999 Constitution, as amendpdirantees the right to a
sustainable environment. It is also mainstreaméal time socio-economic development of
Nigeria within the framework of the national Tramshation Agenda. The initiatives to
support these objectives include:

a) Promoting sustained afforestation to correcteesky practices such as land
clearing, nutrient mining, excessive irrigationapropriate use of agrochemicals and
fertilizers. The initiative is targeted at incresgithe forest cover from 6% in 2008 to 12%
in 2015 and 18% in 2020;

b) Instituting mechanisms for monitoring nationabste management and
pollution and establishing pollution monitoringt&as across the country;

c) Adopting an integrated and multi-sectoral apphoto the implementation of
national environmental policies, programmes anerirdtional conventions;
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d) Inventorising and remediating past oil pollutiompacted areas in the Niger
Delta region. The capacities of the institutionspansible for the surveillance and control
of ail spill, and pipeline vandalism, as well ab@trelevant agencies, such as National Oil
Spill Detection and Response Agency (NOSDRA), NatiSecurity Civil Defence Corps
(NSCDC), National Environmental Standards and Ra@gns Enforcement Agency
(NESREA) and the National Emergency Management Ag¢NEMA) are currently being
strengthened for effective and prompt responsevo@mental emergencies.

Security challenges

20. Nigeria is experiencing the impact of extewxatiduced internal security challenges
manifesting in the activities of militant insurgerdnd organized crime groups which has
led to the violation of the human rights of manygélians. To address the problem, the
Government has adopted constitutional measureshwhaude the “declaration of a state
of emergency” in the states of Adamawa, Borno anberof the Northeast Nigeria where
the insurgents have their base. As a result, at Jaisk Force (JTF) and a Special Task
Force (STF) have been deployed with the requirgletive authorization to utilize rights-
based “Rules of Engagement” and “Operational Plans’tombating the insurgency.
However, Government has kept open communicatiomrala through the activities of a
Presidential Committee on Security Challenges tdwavorking out a peaceful resolution
of the crisis. Meanwhile, Government has alreadysgribedBoko Haram as well as the
Jamg ‘atu Ansaril Muslimina f7 Biladis Sizdan and stipulated a 20-year jail term for anybody
who aids or sponsors them in any manner whatsod@ver.Government has also put in
place an amnesty programme to dissuade terrondtsther extremists from violence.

21. The Government has taken other measures towm@ecurity, including:

a) Enactment of the Terrorism Prevention Act 20Iid dts subsequent
amendment in 2013 to broaden the scope of its Ggijun.

b) Development of a Counter Terrorism Strategy amdation of crisis
management centre in the office of the Nationau&gcAdviser.

c) Coordination of enhanced capacity building frsacurity and intelligence
outfits at both the strategic and tactical levels.

d) The National Security Adviser coordinates effoatmong the security and
intelligence agencies to ensure protection of thmdm rights of all persons in counter
terrorism operations. Human rights standards hasenbincorporated in the training
curricula of all operatives.

e) Coordination of a security awareness programanenfinisters and other
functionaries of government.

Implementation of accepted recommendations ithe first
cycle of the review

Recommendation 1 (Fast—track the process of ace& to human rights instruments
to which it is not party yet)

22.  Nigeria has ratified the following United Nat®human rights instruments in partial
fulfillment of this recommendation. These are th®etnational Convention for the
Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappeeaeathe Convention on the Prevention
and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, Optiorratdeol to the Convention against
Torture (OP-CAT), the Optional Protocol on the SafeChildren, Child Prostitution and
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Child Pornographyand the Optional Protocol on the Involvement ofl@kn in Armed
Conflict.*®

23.  Nigeria is working assiduously to ensure thatigns, ratifies and enacts into law
other U.N Human Rights Instruments which it is tgebe party.

Recommendation 2 (Accelerate the process of pasgiinto law various human rights
bills before the National Assembly)

24. The executive arm of government has engaged thi Principal Officers of the
National Assembly and State Houses of Assembly withew to accelerating the process
of passing into law all human rights-based bills.

25.  The Government is making efforts to ensureetiectment into law pending human
rights related bills before the National Assembighim the tenure of this administration as
a demonstration of its commitment to the promotand protection of human rights in
Nigeria.

Recommendation 3 (Strengthen human rights institiions)

26. Government has made concerted efforts sinc® 200strengthen human rights
institutions by amending the National Human Rightsmmission Act, the Legal Aid Act,
and the Law Reform Commission Act.

27.  The National Human Rights Commission (Amendinéot, 2016 strengthens the

independence of the Commission in the conductsoéftairs and in its funding. Also, the
awards and recommendations of the Commission akerecognised as decisions of High
Court!? In exercising its functions and powers under theaded Act, the Commission is
not subject to the direction or control of any auity or persort?

28. In its bid to improve accessibility of the gealepublic to its services, and ensure
provision of timely and more efficient remediesviotims of human rights violations, the
Commission has established more offices. Betwedr2 20hd 2013 it had established 15
offices in addition to the existing 8, bringing ttmtal to 23 offices across the country.

29. The Nigerian Law Reform Commission offered tecal assistance to the National
Assembly and other governmental institutions irpees of bills aimed at promoting and
protecting human rights. The Commission also effetechnical assistance in form of
advice to Ministries, Departments and Agencieshenguidelines for implementation of the
Freedom of Information Act 2014.

30. Nigeria repealed and re-enacted the Legal Al iA 2011. The new Act has
broadened the scope of the mandate of the LegalChidncil to utilize paralegals for
service delivery at the grassroots level to enhactien on the caseload of the Council and
for publicity and awareness. With this developmém, Council has taken access to justice
to the grassroots by setting up Legal Aid Centerghie Secretariat of the 768 local
government areas in the country and the six areaails of the Federal Capital Territol3.

31. Government has developed a scheme called @odrPrison Duty Solicitor Scheme
which enables the Legal Aid Council of Nigeria tamediately intervene on behalf of
indigent Nigerians who are arraigned in court baitndt have legal representation. This is
to accelerate court proceedings with a view to asileg accused persons on Bail,
decongest the prisons and provide access to jUsti¢edigent citizens.
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Recommendation 4 (Amend the National Human Right€ommission Act to
encourage the Commission to regain its “A” rating)

32. Nigeria has fully implemented this recommeratatby amending the National
Human Rights Commission Act in 2010 which has esdbt to regain its ‘A’ rating in
2011 at the International Coordinating Committe&afional Human Rights Institutions.

Recommendation 5 (Institutionalize the National ©nsultative Forum)

33.  The process of institutionalizing the NatioGainsultative Forum on Human Rights
is on-going. Government is committed to using thatfprm as a vehicle to promote
dialogue in the field of human rights.

Recommendations 6 (Implement policies and programes on the promotion of good
governance, democracy and the rule of law)

34. Nigeria is determined to promote good goveraaht this regard, one of the goals
of Nigeria’s vision 20:2020 is to institute a syst@f Government that is transparent,
accountable, gives voice to the people and guazanteeir welfare for equitable and
sustainable national developméhfThe Vision and the Transformation Agenda of the
Government encapsulate the key principles and thras the National Economic
Empowerment and Development Strategy (NEEDS) aad tRoint Agend&

Recommendation 7 (Strengthen the promotion and tection of human rights)

35. Nigeria is committed to the protection and potion of human rights of its people
and has always accorded priority in the allocattbrresources for implementation of its
human rights policies and programmes.

36. The Fundamental Human Rights (Enforcement Fikoeg Rules, 2009 empowers
the Courts to interpret and apply the human rightssisions of the Constitution and the
African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights expahsand purposely with a view to
advancing and realizing the rights and freedomstaioed in them. This affords the
protection intended by them as well as empowerirgON to exerciséocus standi in
instituting matters on behalf of victims of humaghts violations.

37. Government has organized and will continuergmoize human rights education and
training for police and military officers to serns# them on human rights issues. Similarly,
human rights curricular have been introduced andiemeompulsory for all students
undertaking law programme as a course of study igefn universities in order to
inculcate universal human rights values.

38. The Freedom of Information Act 2011 was pasaed signed into law. The Act
guarantees every person a right to request forsacmeany record under the control of a
government or public institution without demonstigt any specific interest in the
information being requested. To this end, goverrirhas established a unit in every MDA.

39. In order to implement the World Programme famién Rights Education (2010 —
2014) Nigeria has set up an inter — ministerialhitécal committee on human rights
education in 2012. The education of school agedddnil on human rights has been made a
top priority by government. In this regard, humaghts clubs have been established in
many secondary and post — secondary institutidresval the country. Efforts are on-going
between relevant Federal and State education atidsoto integrate human rights
education into the curriculum of secondary and pastcondary schools in Nigeria.

40. The National Action Plan (NAP) for the Promatiand Protection of Human Rights
in Nigeria is currently being reviewed. The revielwgan will cover the period between
2014 and 2018 and will address the recommendagion® Nigeria in the first cycle of the
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UPR which include concrete and time bound stepactelerate the protection of human
rights in Nigeria. Federal Ministries, Departmerasd Agencies as well as state
governments were sensitized on the National Adeiam and they have begun to appreciate
the need to apply rights-based approach in planamthimplementing national policies and
developmental programmes.

41.  Nigeria recognizes Civil Society Organisatig@S0Os) as strategic partners for the
defence of human rights, rule of law, constitutiem and the promotion of good

governance. Nigeria therefore supports and colkkerwith human rights-based CSOs in
order to actively contribute in promoting and potiteg human rights in all spheres of life.

To underscore the significant roles of the CSOanisuring the fulfillment of Government’s

obligations on human rights, two representativesC&Os are members of the UPR
Committee.

Recommendations 8, 9 (Maintain standing invitatio to the UN human rights
mechanisms and speed up submission of pending rep®to treaty bodies)

42. Nigeria has considered requests for visit bywenber of Special Procedures

Mandate Holders and agreed to receive, the SpRaijaporteur on Independence of Judges
and Lawyers, Special Rapporteur on Violence agaWisimen, Representative of the

Secretary General on Internally Displaced Persond the Special Rapporteur on

Trafficking in Persons.

43.  Currently, the requests to visit Nigeria by theependent Expert on Minorities
Issues and the Special Rapporteur on Adequate hpuare being processed. The
Independent Expert on Minority Issues is schedtdedsit Nigeria in September 2013.

44.  Government established an Inter—Ministerialidvetl Working Group on Human

Rights Treaty Reporting in July 2010. The Workingp@ is to assist government in taking
proactive steps towards fulfilling national and eimtational human rights obligations
including those from U.N Charter-based bodies like Human Rights Council (HRC);

ensure timely preparation, submission and exanmnatif required reports under each
treaty by both the U.N and A.U treaty bodies; anduee follow up actions on concluding
observations and recommendations of such treatiebod

Recommendation 10 (Share best practices to pronehuman rights)

45.  Nigeria supports efforts in sharing best pcagtiin the promotion and protection of
human rights, especially in the West African suppiga. In this regard, Nigeria signed

multi partite agreements on local integration whle Governments of Liberia and Sierra
Leone, as well as the ECOWAS and the United Natkdigh Commissioner for Refugees
to locally integrate some Refugees from Liberia &@idrra-Leone in Nigeria. This is

adjudged to be a successful effort in the WestcAfrisub-region.

46. The Government of Nigeria has continued to id@vthe enabling environment for
the thriving of civil society organizations involyeén human rights activism while entry
visas are routinely issued to their internatior@laborators involved in the preparation of
reports and publications often referenced by theHBE. The most notable include
Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch.

Recommendation 11 (Continue to sensitize religisuand customary leaders)

47.  Nigeria has continued to take action aimedgiafrrg awareness among religious and
customary leaders. The Government is supportingattieities of Nigeria Inter-religious
Council (NIREC) to promote mutual co-existence,igielis harmony and inter-faith
dialogue among Muslims and Christians in the cquntr
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Recommendation 12 (Legalization of same marriage)

48. Nigeria does not accept this recommendatiomlme same-sex marriage is against
its national values. Recent polling data suggdsas 92% of Nigerians support the Anti
Same-Sex Marriage Bill passed by the Senate.

49. The Marriage Act defines marriage as a relatignbetween a man and a woman.
Christianity and Islam, which are the major religgan Nigeria, also recognize marriage as
relationship between a man and woman. Same-sexiagearis not in the culture of
Nigerians.

50. Sexual and gender minorities are not visibléNigeria and there is no officially
registered association of gays and lesbians. Itingrithis report, a consultation and
validation process was held with various stakehslaéere the issue of same-sex marriage
was brought up, and the general view of the paditis was that same-sex marriage was
not a human rights issue in Nigeria.

Recommendation 13 (Abolition of death penalty)

51. The right of man to life is the most fundaméhtaman right. Government uses the
death penalty as a deterrent to protect human life.

52.  Section 33 (1) of Constitution of the FederapBblic of Nigeria 1999 guarantees
the right to life. It provides ” Every person hagight to life, and no one shall be deprived
intentionally of his life, save in execution of thentence of a court in respect of a criminal
offence of which he has been found guilty in NigetiThe Penal code and Criminal code
prescribe death sentence for anybody who commiligable homicide punishable with
death and murder respectively. Death penalty ilid part of Nigerian law.

53 In Nigeria today, offences that are punishabtedbath include murder, treason,
directing or presiding at an unlawful trial by oalldrom which death results, and armed
robbery.

Recommendations 14, 15, 22, 23, (Adopt comprehérsslegislation with regard to
extra-judicial executions and torture by the policé

54. Nigeria is committed to respecting the livesd adignity of its citizens.
Consequently, Government has zero tolerance forf@my of cruelty such as ill treatment
and extra judicial killings. Security officers thafve been found culpable irrespective of
their position have been made to face the full Wewf the law. This is illustrated by the
on-going trial of senior police officers accusedkdling of Mohammed Yusuf, the leader
of the Boko Haram Sect, the Naval officer who killed a commerciakebirider in Lagos
State and a soldier who killed an oil tanker driverKaduna State are being court-
martialed.

55.  Apart from the Constitution and the Police ABgvernment introduced a Code of
Conduct for Police Personnel in 2012 which provideglelines on the use of force by
Police personnel. In addition to these nationalslatlie police personnel comply with the
United Nations Guidelines on the Use of Force by lEAnforcement Agents and the
Guidelines on Treatment of Persons under any fofndedgention when dealing with

suspect.

56.  Section 34 (1) of the Constitution protects fiight to dignity of the human person
by outrightly prohibiting torture, inhuman or dediiag treatment and specifically provides
that “every individual is entitled to respect fbetdignity of his person and accordingly, no
person shall be subjected to torture or to inhune&ndegrading treatment.” The
Government has set up the National Committee ontufer(NCOT) as a national
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mechanism to investigate allegations of torturetragjudicial executions and other
unlawful killings.

57. Between February and March, 2013, the Nigeol&c® Force, in collaboration with
the National Human Rights Commission, trained ZI) folice personnel in police training
institutions across the country on “Policing in arfocratic Society.”.

58. Government has also established a forum knosvitha Police/National Human
Rights/Commission/ Civil Society Organization foruvhich meets quarterly to share ideas
and information on human rights issues concerrieg\igeria Police Force.

Recommendations16, 18, 19 (Repeal all laws thdtoav violence and discrimination
against women eliminate existing harmful traditiond practices and adopt all
necessary measures to provide full protection of ddren, girls, women and widows
from the effects of these traditions)

59. In Nigeria, it is a state priority to addregslence against women through public
policies.

60. Since the establishment of the Federal Minisfrtwomen and Social Development

and its equivalents in the States, efforts havenbmade to consolidate and strengthen
policies and programmes which will eliminate viateragainst women and provide support
for victims. A product of these efforts is the \@ace Against Persons Bill being

considered in the National Assembly.

61. Section 42 of the 1999 Constitution of the FaldRepublic of Nigeria guarantees
and protects the rights of women and minority ®eftom from discrimination under the
fundamental rights provisions of the Constitutitimder this provision, a citizen of Nigeria
shall not be subjected to discrimination on thasaksex.

62. Under section 46 (1) of the Constitution, wonelro are victims of violence and

discrimination may apply to a High Court for redrely way of fundamental rights

enforcement proceedings in the event of the agmicaf any law that allows violence and

discrimination against them. Nigerian courts haweseveral occasions declared null and
void all laws and customs that are not in the spfrthe Constitution in this regard.

63. Nigeria is a party to the Convention on themitlation of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and its OptabnProtocol as well as other
international and regional instruments on the ggiftwomen.

64. The Federal Ministry of Women Affairs and Sodevelopment is engaged in
continuous advocacy to legislators, policy makers ather stakeholders on the imperative
to pass the CEDAW bill currently pending before Megtional Assembly. Government has
taken necessary steps also to engage traditiodatedigious leaders on the importance of
eradicating negative cultural practices from theommunities. Some States of the
federation have passed laws eradicating some eétheactices, including Female Genital
Mutilation and harmful widowhood rights.

65. Various actions are being taken, includingngtieening of laws and policies as well
as their implementation, strengthening of humaouess and police institutional reforms
to eradicate negative cultural practices at theeF@dnd state levels.

66. Nigeria in its efforts to improve the rights @fomen and ensuring that all

administrative and policy bottlenecks that hindeanven from exercising their rights as
guaranteed under the 1999 Constitution of the Fddeepublic of Nigeria and other

international instruments of human rights, adopéedsender Policy by approving the
establishment of Gender Desks in all Ministriesp&¢ments and Agencies of government
with a view to mainstreaming gender issues inhairtactivities.



A/HRC/WG.6/17/NGA/1

67. The National Orientation Agency organizes s&agion programmes for the public
on the harmful effects of traditional practices iaga women, especially widows.
Government will continue to intensify efforts toisa awareness as well as disseminate
information on the value of human rights amongitradal and religious leaders in order to
curb negative traditional practices.

68. The Government has established a National Agtarcahe Prohibition of Traffic in
Persons (NAPTIPY with a mandate to combat human trafficking, protassist and give
vocational training to trafficked persoffs.

69. Government has also taken preventive measgaasa human trafficking through
public enlightenment campaigns involving the PqQINAPTIP, some diplomatic missions,
State governments, NGOs and other stakeholders.

Recommendation 27 (Take more strenuous efforts improve the socio-economic
conditions of women, and give them access to economesources such as credit and
loan facilities)

70. Government has undertaken several interventiorisnprove the socio-economic
well-being of Nigerian Women, including:

a) The establishment of the Women Fund for Econof&mpowerment
(WOFEE) which is collaboration between Federaliestand the Bank of Agriculture. The
Fund which has a low interest rate, targets grassmwomen cooperatives. The initial take-
off fund was the sum of N261,000,000.00 ($1,616)08Bich was contributed by the
Federal Government. The Fund has been distributé&] 281 beneficiaries in 28 States of
the Federation that have contributed their couatefonds?*

b) The Business Development Fund for Women (BUDFQ#RVollaboration
between the Federal Government, State Governmemntsttee Bank of Industry targets
women entrepreneurs who desire loans to expandlihsiness. The purpose is to provide
low-interest credit facilities for women entreprare who are not in a position to enjoy
such facilities from the mainstream banks.

c) The Ministry of Women Affairs and Social Devetognt in collaboration
with the office of the Senior Special Assistant ttte President on the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) has established Womenti€dliTrust Fund to provide
support for female political aspirants.

d) Approval of gender response budgeting in theidtlies of Water Resources,
Agriculture, Health, Works and Information Techngjowith an initial dedicated sum of
N3,000,000,000.00 (Three Billion Naira) about (&If5,851).

e) The Subsidy Reinvestment Programme (SURE-Petedgat women and
youths.

f) The Youth Innovative Enterprise (You WIN Womesglely dedicated to
women.

o)) The Financial Inclusion Programme by the Cer@aatk of Nigeria.

h) The Presidential Directive for inclusion of ness than 35% of women in all
governments’ committees.

i) The admission of women into the Nigeria Defedoademy (NDA)and their
commission as combatants in the Armed Forces dfdlaeration.

) Government has constructed and fully equippeénty four (24) Skills
Acquisition Centres across the Federation to tsmomen and others in various skills

11
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thereby empowering them to generate jobs, creatmnie and further discourage the high
rural-urban drift and improve their quality of life

K) Establishment of National Framework to exectie t).N Resolution 1325 which is
an instrument to mainstream Gender perspectivep@éee-keeping operations and create a
platform for women’s equal participation and fulhvolvement in all efforts for
maintenance and promotion of peace and securityeiss in decision-making with regard
to conflict prevention and resolution.

Recommendation 30 (Prohibit discrimination againsminorities)

71. There are adequate provisions in the 1999 @otish to address this issue. Section
14 (3) of the Constitution states that the compmsibf the Government of the Federation
shall be carried out in a manner to reflect theefatl character of the country, thereby
ensuring that there is no predominance of persams & few states, ethnic groups or other
sections in the government. Section 14 (4) of tbadfitution similarly protects the rights

of minorities in the states by providing that tleenposition of the Government of a state or
local government areas should be in a manner eectmnize the diversity of the people in
the state or local government areas in order tonpte a sense of belonging and loyalty
among all the peoples. The Federal Character Cosionidias been active in driving this

policy.

72.  With regard to the Niger Delta region, the Goweent created the Ministry for
Niger Delta Affairs and the Niger Delta Developmé&udmmission to lead environmental
clean-up and coordinate youth empowerment initgtivThis is in addition to the 13 %
revenue derivation policy in section 162 (2) of th@99 Constitution, the amnesty and
reintegration programme for repentant Niger Deltktamnts.

Recommendation 17 (Protect Children against viotee)

73. The Government has put in place adequate ladspalicies to protect children
against all forms of violencg.The Child Rights Act (CRA) is the fundamental lega
instrument for the protection of children againstience. 22 States of the Federation have
enacted Child Rights Laws. Seven States of therd¢ide and the Federal Capital Territory
(FCT) have formulated the Family Court Rules whidérve as one of the structural
requirements for the implementation of the Childjirs Act. Efforts are also on-going to
rehabilitate street children. The Government hasdhed the National Policy on Orphans
and vulnerable Children to provide a variety ofiabservice programmes to ensure that
children’s basic needs are provided as well amgthening social welfare institutions for
children. Efforts have been made to ensure thalatds of the rights of a child as
prescribed in the CRA are prosecuted in court déedrights of such a child upheld. The
Akwa Ibom State Government has passed a law abujighe stigmatization of any child
in Akwa Ibom State as a witch: following this, sealgpeople found violating this law have
been arrested.

74.  There is an on-going programme known as Sanafinalysis of Child Protection
Issues designed to obtain information for the asialpf child protection issues as well as
effective coordination of child protection issuesNigeria. The strategies adopted for the
implementation of the programme include nationaktimgs of State Directors of Child
Development to gather information on reported cadeshild abuse nationwide and the
creation of network/linkage with the 36 States luéd Federation and the Federal Capital
Territory, Abuja. The CSOs have formed a Child potibn network to further protect
children and are advocating for Child-friendly Dedleing established in all Police Stations

75.  The Government supports the Nigerian Childr&sdiament to provide appropriate
platform for children to express their concernsissues affecting their wellbeing. The
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Government of Nigeria has commenced a pilot schefrene warm nutritious meal a day
in schools to combat persistent hunger, stuntedvtrand promote mental and physical
development of the Child. Some States are alreaghleimenting the provisions of the
Child Rights Law by setting up Child Rights Implemt&tion Committees (CRIC). Family
courts have also been set-up in that regard.

Recommendations 20, 31 (Take urgent steps to peawt politically motivated, sectarian
and religious-based violence)

76. Nigeria is building sustainable peace on tasidof mutual co-existence, realizing
that peace is an inevitable condition for any megiuil development. It is in the light of

this that the Government has embarked on campa@msomote peaceful co-existence
among the diverse interest grodpT he campaigns are aimed at sensitizing the pulnlic

keeping the peace and reporting signals of potestialicts.

77. The National Orientation Agency is undertaksugtained advocacy for peace and
security through its Peace and Security Awarena@ssp@ign in Schook,and radio jingles
in the major languages of the Federation on the faepeaceful co-existence.

78.  On the issue of indigene/non-indigene, which een a source of internal conflict,
Section 42 of the Constitution prohibits any forfrdscrimination on the basis of place of
origin. Government therefore does not condone piication of any policy based on the
concept. There are judicial pronouncements dedaiiwalid any policy based on such
discriminatory practices.

79. The Government has also constituted a 26-mamn@ttee on Reconciliation,
Healing and Security to develop a framework forlatjae and peaceful resolution of
security challenges posed Bgko Haram in the northern part of the country.

80. The Government is supporting the activitieghaf Nigeria Inter-Religious Council
(NIREC) to promote mutual co-existence, religiowrnhony and inter-faith dialogue
among the Muslims and Christians as well as trawhti religious practitioners in the
country.

Recommendation 21 (Take specific measures to ingre the judicial systems, internal
and external monitoring of the police, speed up theeform of the penitentiary)

81. The National Judicial Council is intensifyinfjogts to reform the Judiciary. Judges
found to have been involved in corrupt practicesentéed and dismissed or compulsorily
retired from service. Infrastructure upgrading,ludéng ICT networking for all courts,
training and capacity building for judicial offiein emerging areas in the economic and
social domain are on-going. The National Judicratitute is playing a key role in this
regard.

82. Government has constituted a committee knowrthasPerformance Evaluation
Committee of Judicial Officers of Superior CourfsRecord with mandate to assess the
output of judicial officers, their general condactd the administration of justice.

83. Government has also developed frameworks irfdhva of Practice Directions for
judicially supervised mediation in civil cases teduce adversarial cost and enforce
timelines in criminal prosecution and sentencindasst-track the administration of justice.
The Practice Directions enjoin judges to encourpgdies to use an ADR mechanism
through the Multi-Door Courthouse when appropridtee First and Second Alterations to
the 1999 Constitution set timelines for determimatof election petitions in the Election
Tribunals. With this development, election petisorare expeditiously heard and
determined.

13
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84. The Federal Ministry of Justice has in collation with Civil Liberties
Organisation (CLO) and other CSOs undertaken mongoof the police. Zonal and State
Committees have been mandated to undertake “Omtardsmview of complaints against
the police. The Institutions such as the Judiciamolved in the administration of the
justice are also involved in the review of prisanditions and alternative sentencing to
ensure the penitentiary system is also performéhglilitation functions.

Recommendation 24 (Further fight against corrupton)

85.  Nigeria has comprehensive laws as well as nthaati-corruption agencies to fight
corruption. The laws include the 1999 Constitutitt,e Economic and Financial Crime
Commission Act, the Independent Corrupt Practicesl @ther Related Offences
Commission Act, Money Laundering (Prohibition) Athe Penal Code and the Criminal
Code. The institutions include the Nigeria Polite, Judiciary, the Economic and Financial
Crimes Commission (EFCC), the Independent Corruattites Commission, the Code of
Conduct Bureau and the Code of Conduct Tribunal.

86. Between 2012 and March 2013, a total of 14fiodl convictions bordering on
money laundering, bank fraud, forgery and crimiba¢ach of trust were secured. A
combined total asset worth N9,755,924,635.69 ($81)7/57.0104) was also recovered and
forfeited by the perpetrators of crime which inadd government agencies and
departments, private individuals, institutions @anganizations. This is besides the recovery
of a total of $170 million between 2010 and 201lden¢hrough settlements from foreign
multinationals involved in the Halliburton bribesgandal and custom duty violation. The
sum of $144,214.5 and N2,705,000.00 were ordendeitied to the Federal Government by
the court. Government assisted the MetropolitaricBdh the investigation, prosecution,
conviction and sentencing of Mr. James lbori by @rewn Court at Southwark, London
for money laundering and fraud. Government alsastesh in the case involving Mr.
Erastus Akingbola before the Royal Commercial Canrt.ondon in which the Court
ordered the forfeiture of the total sum of approadely N165billion. Government through
the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission plagadtal role in the prosecution of
the cases by providing the United Kingdom authesitiwith assistance during the
investigation.

87.  The Nigerian Extractive Industries Transpareniyative (NEITI) emerged in 2013

as the best Extractive Industries Transparenciativie implementing country in the world
out of the 39 countries that are implementing thdrdetive Industries Transparency
Initiative (EITI). The award was given to Nigerid the global Extractive Industries
Transparency Initiative conference in Sydney, Aal&r

88. Government collaborated with CSOs and has lested and institutionalized
outreach platforms which include the National A@t+ruption Coalition (NACC),

National Anti-Corruption Volunteer (NACV), Anti-Canption School Clubs (ACSC) and
the Anti-Corruption and Transparency Monitoring tJ(ACTMU) to enhance the fight
against corruption. Government has also designed Bmplemented conferences,
workshops, seminars, town hall meetings to edudaerians against corruption.

89. Government has adopted strategic initiativegetad at eradicating corruption.
These initiatives include:

a) Guaranteeing political and financial independenor anti-corruption
agencies, stiffening sanctions on corrupt offendansl promoting transparency and
accountability in the management of public finances

b) Enactment of stringent laws on financial repati audit, disclosure
requirements and timely publication of funds reteasfrom the Federal Allocation
Committee (FAC) accounts;
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c) Creation of an Inter-Agency Task Team on antigation to develop
national strategy on anti-corruption;

d) Full implementation and enforcement of the HisBasponsibility Act,
Freedom of Information Act and the Public Procuret#&ct; and

e) Strengthening the partnership between Governneevitt society, the media
and the public in fighting corruption.

Recommendation 25 (Take actions to dispense awag trial cases improve conditions
of detention within prisons, improve legal represetation of prisoners, separate
detention facilities for persons under the age of8)

90. Several initiatives have been put in placersuee that the rights and welfare of
prisoners and those awaiting trial are protectedkthiermore, in separating detention
facilities for inmates under the age of 18, govegntrhas established 3 training Institutions
in Kaduna, Abeokuta and llorin for underage detagne

91. A Roundtable Table Conference with stakeholdareow persons awaiting trial and
poor access to justice would be addressed has ibenduced by the Nigerian Prison
Service.

92. The Prison Reform Bill 2011 has passed thrabghsecond reading in the National
Assembly. When the Bill is passed and signed iatw, there will be greater improvement
in the welfare of prisoners.

93. The Nigeria Prisons Service has also enteréal dollaboration with national,
regional and international bodies to ensure thatatttivities and treatment of prisoners are
in line with international standards. The collakive initiatives involve Human Rights
Education for officers of the Nigeria Prisons Seevbn the treatment of inmates. In the
Prisons Reform Bill, there is a provision for PrigBontrollers to reject new inmates where
there is no space in the prisons.

94.  The Curriculum of the Nigeria Prisons Servigaiiling School has been reviewed
to include the study of human rights.

95.  Different types of reformation and rehabilibatiprogrammes have been introduced
for prisoners. For example, the Nigeria PrisonsviBerruns university programmes for
prison inmates in four of the prisons through thatidhal Open University of Nigeria in
Enugu and Special Study Centres in Lagos, Portétmtcand Abuj&® Prisoners that are
serving sentences are being trained in and ougsiden on welding, tailoring services,
carpentry, beading and knitting. The establishnmafnthe Ikot Ekpene Prisons in 2011
adjudged by the European Union as the “best reftmmpan Nigeria” is a pointer to the
ideal prisons Nigeria is developing in line withlemational best practices.

96. To accelerate access to justice, Prisoners Taseking Processes have been
established in Lagos, Sokoto, Kebbi and Enugu Statéacilitate speedy trial of cases.

97. In order to address the problem of prison cetige, efforts are being made in the
following directions:

a) Extension of Legal Aid scheme to National Yo&hrvice Corps (NYSC)
across the country whereby every State Headquartehe NYSC has a Legal Aid scheme
to address the issue of prison congestion.

b) Some State Governments such as Lagos, JigawRigads have established
Citizens’ Rights Departments which provide legagistance to remand prisoners

c) Legal clinic for law students to interact withigon inmates to ascertain their
conditions are on course.
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d) The government has recently constituted an -imi@isterial committee to
address the problem of awaiting-trial inmates irgéMian prisons. The committee is
expected to proffer short, medium and long termtasnable solutions to the problem
associated with the awaiting trial inmates.

Recommendation 26 (Ensure the freedom of expressiis respected and that
journalists may take on their mission of providinginformation without harassment)

98. Nigeria believes that freedom of expression @medpress are major attributes of
democracy which promote transparency, accountgbididod governance and democratic
participation. The right to freedom of expressiamd goress are guaranteed under the
Constitutiort® and the Freedom of Information Act, 207 1.

99. The press in Nigeria is free. Section 39 (1thef Constitution provides that “ every
person shall be entitled to freedom of expressimiyding freedom to hold opinions and to
receive and impart ideas and information withoutrference”. The Constitution also
allows anybody who alleges that his right to fremdof expression has been, is being or
likely to be contravened, to apply to a High Cdartredress.

Recommendation 28 (Take further measures to bokst the national health system,
increase its efforts in the field of maternal heah)

100. The Constitution mandates Government to ditscpolicy towards ensuring that
there are adequate medical and health facilitieslfgerians®®

101. Government has also articulated effective cprsi guidelines and interventions
which are harmonized within the National Stratefiealth Development Plan (NSHDP
2010-2015). Within the NSHDP, a number of spedifiervention programmes have been
articulated and are being implemented to scalehepattainment of MDGs 4 and 5. The
interventions are the following: Campaign on Accated Reduction on Maternal Mortality
(CARMMA) to create awareness on promoting maternahd child health,
Institutionalization of Bi-annual Maternal Newboand Child Health Week for improving
MNCH services, establishment of the IMNCH-MDG Butljiee, Global London Summit
July 2012 on Family Planning during which the Goweent of Nigeria increased its
commitments by 300% on funding family planning paogme, Child survival programme
under which government has resolved to develop tohE Roadmap that will guide
actions for reducing child mortality to at most 2000 live births by the year 2035.

102. Government has further made concerted effimtsugh various health related

projects and programmes such as National Healtirdnse Scheme (NHIS), the saving of
one million lives initiative which was launched @ctober 2012, the SURE-P MCH which

is a conditional cash transfer programme desigoedssist women to receive adequate
health care services during pregnancy, child biaid delivery, procurement and

distribution of Emergency Obstetrics drugs namelygilesium Sulphate and Misoprostol,
while capacity building initiatives are ongoing fekilled birth attendants on life saving

skills on MNCH interventions.

103. Government has revised the following policed guidelines in line with emerging
Global Maternal Newborn and Child Health issueddtster the national health system.
The policies and guidelines include: Revised NatidReproductive Health Policy, 2010;
Reproductive Health Commodity Security StrateganPP011-2015; Strategic Framework
on Obstetric Fistula, 2011-2015; Modified Life SayiSkills (MLSS), Life Saving Skills

(LSS), Expanded Life Saving Skills (ELSS); Natiorgamily Planning/Reproductive

Health Services Protocols and Policy guidelines &tahdards of Practice in line with
WHO 2008 MEC; Training Manual on the use of MagussiSulphate in the management
of eclampsia and the use of Misoprostol for the age@ment of postpartum hemorrhage;
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Family Planning training manual for physicians aharse Midwives; Child health Policy
under review; Integrated Management of Childhookhels; Community Integrated
Management of Childhood lliness; Guidelines andiring Manual for Community
Management of Acute Malnutrition; Infant and You@gild Feeding Policy and guideline;
Integrated Community Case Management; Essential bdew Care Manual and
Programme management Modules for MNCH programmes.

104. In 2009, eight (8) rounds of Polio Campaigreevconducted and many children
under five (5) years were vaccinated with OPV3R,&nidwives were deployed to the 36
states of the Federation under the Midwives SerSidgeme which consists of 249 clusters
with 1,000 Primary Health Centres and General Hakpas referral centres surrounded by
4 Primary Health Centres; Routine Immunization \fags and Cold chain rehabilitation
systems were procured and distributed; HIV/Canaserch Centre was established at the
National Hospital, Procurement and distributionA@Ts, LLITNs and Integrated Vector
Control through IRS and the use of Larvicides; Maab and Child Health Project was
implemented in 11 stat&sof the Federation in which 11,115,725 pregnant aomnd
children under five (5) accessed the services; 8 Burgeons were traing&dand 6 Sickle
Cell Centres were established in 6 Federal Medesitres.

105. In 2010, Four (4) rounds of maternal and n&bdngetanus campaigns were
conducted and about 15,313,604 women of child hgage were vaccinated; 40 General
Hospitals with 160 Primary Health Centres were emted with ICT, 1,370 midwives were
deployed to 36 states of the Federation; 500,00Mankits were procured and distributed
under the Emergency Life Saving Scheme (ELSS) &3dmedical officers were trained;
Procurement and distribution of routine immunizatid/accines and Cold chain
rehabilitation; 8,252,000 doses of BCG, 6,566,408ed of DPT, 14,000,010 doses of TT
and 10,500,000 doses of HBV were procured; Procam¢rand distribution of ACTs,
LLITNs and Integrated Vector Control through IRSlahe use of Larvicidés

106. To eradicate polio, Government has doubled ftireling of Polio Eradication

activities to N4.7 billion. The Presidential Taskfe on Polio Eradication has been
constituted and inaugurated under the Chairmanshipe Minister of State for Health. A
new robust Polio Eradication emergency plan has lokweloped with an accountability
framework. All State Governors and the Ministertlof Federal Capital Territory (FCT)
have actively and personally led the quarterly $ampentary Immunization Days (SIDs) in
their respective states. Government has also cowedea corrective surgery service in
collaboration with Indian authorities in order &store the functioning of affected limbs for
victims of polio.

107. In continuation of its commitment to improveeyention of cancer and early
management, the Government has established siticaudiscreening centres across the
country for common cancers such as cancer of ashrcervix and prostate.

108. Inthe area of HIV/AIDS control:

a) The Federal Government in 2012 signed the imgihdation plan for the
framework partnership with the United States Gowwnt and commenced the
decentralization of ART services to the primaryltieeare level. The Ministry of Health is
an implementing partner under the Global Funds Bdin Under this grant, PHC health
workers are being trained on voluntary counselingd aesting, prescription and
administration of anti-retroviral drugs and geneale of persons living with HIV/AIDS.

b) In the same vein, the Primary Health Care isidibedl in the agency. The
project is a vehicle designed to take HIV/AIDS ¢ohto PHCs across the country. Health
facilities that are not being covered under the BIXD fund project are being covered by
the PHAID project. Recently PHC staff in 18 Statdsthe Federation were trained on
various aspects of HIV/AIDS management (data mamegeé laboratory diagnosis,
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integrated supportive supervision, management pbdpnistic infections associated with
HIV).

c)  InJuly 2013 (18-16"), the Federal Republic of Nigeria hosted the Abuja
and 12 special summit of the African Union on HIVMDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria
where President Goodluck Jonathan launched theidere's Comprehensive Response
Plan (PCRP), increasing domestic funding to acatdethe implementation of key
interventions with respect to HIV/AIDS.

109. Government has commenced the establishme@edhtric Centres in line with
international best practice. The purpose for thabdéishment of these units is to cater for
the aged. The Geriatric Centre of the Universitpll€ye Hospital, Ibadan was
commissioned in 2012.

110. The Federal Government in its effort to enshat Nigerians have access to quality
health is planning to hold a Presidential Summitumiversal Health Coverage. The NHIS
— MDG/MCH project which is currently running in tive states of the Federation ensures
the provision of free health services to pregnaminen and children under the age of five.
The Community Based Social Health Insurance (CBS#iich is a form of private health
insurance designed for rural dwellers and peopléhéninformal sector was launched in
2011 by Mr. President. Some states in Nigeria hpagsed laws making it mandatory for
all health facilities to report any maternal deatken it occurs.

111. Government has equipped some selected healsfituiions for Kidney
Transplantation. In 2012, Kidney transplant was edon Lagos University Teaching
Hospital, University of llorin Teaching Hospital @ist. Nicholas Hospital, Lagos. Renal
transplantation can also be done in Obafemi Awolddwniversity Teaching Hospital, Ife,
Aminu Kano University Teaching Hospital, Kano, Uaiigity College Hospital Ibadan and
University of Maiduguri Teaching Hospital, Maidugur

112. Government has continued to pursue the passfatiee National Health Bill into
law. In consultation with the National Assemblyethill has been further revised before
and after the Senate hearing in February 2013. Bilheeeks a national health system and
provide a framework for standards and regulatiomedlth services whilst also providing
additional funding for health.

113. Government through the National Health Re$ekthics Committee of the Federal
Ministry of Health has continued to foster the cactdof scientifically sound and ethically
compliant health research in Nigeria. In this rdgahe 2nd Forum of the Chairman of
Health Research Ethics Committees of Nigeria wad imeFebruary 2013 to deliberate on
how to better improve protection of human resegantticipation.

Recommendation 29 (Invest in education in orderatreduce the illiteracy rate,
especially among girls and young women)

114. The Government has put in place policies amhsures to eradicate illiteracy
through the provisions of qualitative education figerians at all level¥ The measures
include: institutionalization of the Early ChildhdoCare Development and Education
programme; completion of 80 Tsangaya schools iremtd integrate formal educational
programme into the quranic school system and tliecking of the National Campaign on
Access to Basic Education to reduce the numbeubbbschool children; establishment of
12 new universities to enhance access to a fedenatrsity in each state of the federation;
construction of special girls’ schools in 13 statdsthe federation to improve Girls’
Education Programme; establishment of Special Baucéntervention Fund of which, the
sum of N36 billion has been disbursed to the 3€stand Federal Capital Territory in
2012; establishment of the Tertiary Education Traehd (TETFund) in 2011 for the
provisions of infrastructure and related facilit@fsvhich, N76.7 billion has been disbursed
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to tertiary institutions; refurbishing 352 sciermed technical laboratories in 104 Federal
Unity Colleges. Government has awarded a totalOdf Rresidential Special Scholarships
for Innovation and Development (PRESSID) for tragin top 25 universities in the world
in 2012.

115. Government purchased and distributed instmak and library materials on core
subjects to all primary 6 students in public scep@upported the Nomadic Education
Programme by constructing and equipping of Noméadigcation Model Centres in grazing
reserves; training of 28,000 public primary Headdrers and support for Girls education
Projects.

116. Recruitment and deployment of 36,356 Fedeealcliers Scheme to fill the gap in
public primary school in the 36 states of the Fatlen and the Federal Capital Territory
(FCT) Abuja and training of 145,000 teachers onecsubjects in the 36 states of the
Federation and the Federal Capital Territory.

117. Government is implementing a programme knosnha Girl's Education Project
(GEP) designed to enhance girl's enrolment anchtiete in school using strategies such as
the Students’ Tutoring, Mentoring and CounselinTUMEC), School Based
Management Committee (SBMC), School Based Teachkseldpment (SBTD) and the
Pedagogy Module and Core Subjects Modules.

118. Through the Girls’ Education Project, Governtmeembarked on advocacy,
sensitization and mobilization programmes whicheh&d to significant increase in the
enrolment of girls into public primary schools afjuhior secondary schools in the
educationally disadvantaged states in the feder&tio

119. The Government has continued to increase tligédt for education within the
period under review. In 2009 the Government budf&t&26.60billion ($1.51 billion) in

2010 N234.80billion ($1.56 billion) in 2011 N356.44lllion ($2.38 billion) in 2012

N409.50 ($2.73 billion) and in 2013 N426.50 billi¢gh2.84 billion). The above figures
show the Government’s commitment to a sustainate/tl of the education sector.

120. There are laws in some states of the fedarétioretention of girls in school and
prohibiting the withdrawal of girls from school fararriage.

Challenges in the promotion and protection of iman rights
in Nigeria

121. Some of the challenges and constraints in gtiogh and protecting human rights
are:

a) Plural nature and size: the heterogeneous awersdi nature of Nigeria
creates practical difficulties for the harmonizatiof views, strategies and programmes for
promotion and protection of human rights;

b) Legal system: The legal system of Nigeria isrglatic and composed of
customary law, Received English law, legislatior afaria law. Majority of Nigerians
conduct their personal activities in accordancehwdnd subject to customary law.
Customary law has great impact in the area of patslaw in regard to matters such as
marriage, inheritance and traditional authoritym@oof the customary norms are in conflict
with human rights norms guaranteeing equality betwmen and women;

c) Government believes that the perception of ugdion in the country is
highly exaggerated. It nevertheless poses greajettao the protection of human rights,
particularly the economic and social rights as waslithe right to sustainable development.
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VI.

VII.

Government however, is assiduously making effatsvipe out the menace of corruption
in the public and private spheres of our natioife/ |

d) Internal security is a big challenge to the potion and protection of human
rights. Thus, the incidence of violence and insncgan the country affects human rights;

e) Difficulties in breaking through entrenched nsats on harmful traditional
practices.

Request for technical assistance

122. To continue with the promotion and protectminhuman rights in a sustained
manner, Nigeria requires the following technicaistance:

a) Development and application of human rightsdattirs to assess effective
implementation of national and international humights obligations of Nigeria;

b) Training of staff of Federal and State Minisdrief Justice and National
Planning Commission in using the Human Rights lattics;

c) Capacity development of staff of relevant Febaral State institutions in
applying rights based approach to development iggliand programmes;

d) Training of security and other relevant instdns in mainstreaming human
rights standards in counter — terrorism strategy;

e) Support to popularize and improve the circutatthin the country of all
UN human rights instruments that Nigeria is paggticularly in the establishment of
“Resource Centres” comprising of reference libarend interactive e-platforms with
interface with appropriate UN human right portalséase of access and enlightenment.

123. Nigeria will further articulate these requestsl submit them to the Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights for appropriaté&on.

Conclusion

124. The Government of Nigeria sees the promotiah @otection of human rights as a
continuous process. It therefore remains detemnineimproving the well-being of the
citizens, especially the under-privileged, incliglimomen and children.

125. The amendment to the National Human Rights r@igsion Act in 2010 is a
landmark achievement in the enjoyment and reatimatif human rights in Nigeria. With
the amendment, the Commission has been grantedcfalaand operational independence
to make it more effective. Additional offices dfet Commission have been opened across
the country in order to create more awareness dnougan rights issues and human rights
protection and promotion.

126. The enactment of the Freedom of Informatiohid@nother milestone in the efforts
by Government to promote and protect the rightscitikzens as well as fostering an
efficient, accountable, transparent and particigag@vernment by giving citizens access to
records and information in the custody of publifioefrs.

127. The bill to amend the Prison Act has goneuthosecond reading. When the bill is
passed into law, the rights and welfare of thegorimmates and those awaiting trial will be
greatly enhanced.

128. Nigeria is committed to its obligations untfex human rights instruments that it has
ratified and is determined to implementing themv&ament will endeavour to promote
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and protect human rights in the country in reaidrabf the fact that respect for human
rights provides the foundation for sustainable tlgmment and the pursuit of lasting peace.

The First alteration was signed by the Presidarthe 16' JULY, 2010 and it is cited: Constitution of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria (First AlterationjtA2010. The second alteration was signed by the
President on the $9November, 2010 and it is cited: Constitution of Breeleral Republic of Nigeria
(Second Alteration) Act, 2010. The third alterativas signed by the President on tHeday of

March, 2011. It is cited: Constitution of the Feadd®epublic of Nigeria (Third Alteration) Act, 2011.
Section 6 of the Constitution of the Federal ReputiiNigeria (First Alteration) Act, 2010.

Any reference to the Constitution in this reporame a reference to the Constitution of Federal
Republic of Nigeria 1999 as amended.

Section 254C (1) of the Constitution of the Fed®gpublic of Nigeria, 1999. See also section 6 of
the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigefiai(d Alteration) Act, 2011.

It should be noted that the overall goal of ecoicatievelopment is the improvement in human well-
being of the people. Consequently, the attainmenigdria’s vision 20:2020 will necessarily require
the translation of the nation’s economic growtloitengible improvements in the well-being of
Nigerians.

Nigeria vision 20:2020 published by the Nation&rfhing Commission in October, 2009, p. 28.
Section 42 of the Constitution guarantees the figimh discrimination on the basis of sex and ethnic
group among other forms of discrimination.

See recommendation 2.

The Optional Protocol was signed by the Presidarthe 17 of September, 2010 and forwarded by
the Federal Ministry of Justice to the United Nasi@n the 2? September, 2010 for deposition. The
optional Protocol entered into force for Nigeriathe 27" September, 2010.

The Optional protocol on the Involvement of Childie Armed Conflict was not accepted for
deposition because of the absence of a declaratififilment of Article 3 of the Protocol which
required Nigeria to declare the age of voluntagyu#gment into the Nigerian Armed Forces.
However, a declaration based on the provision kt8d of the Child Rights Act, 2003 which
provides that the age of 18 is the age of voluntecyuitment into the Nigeria Armed Forces has been
drafted and is ready for deposition with the Unikations.

Cap. N46 Laws of the Federation of Nigeria, 2004.

Section 5 of the National Human Rights CommissioméAdment) Act 2010, states the functions of
the Commission.

National Human Rights Commission (Amendment) Act, 2010.

The guidelines for the Implementation of the Faradf Information Act was issued by the
Attorney-General of the Federation and Ministedustice on the {5March, 2011.

This will make the free legal services of the Calutacindigent Nigerians in the hinterland.

At the prison, the staff of Council usually collahte with the Prison authorities to obtain thedist
Awaiting Trial Persons who do not have Counsel, lcaskthem and provide legal aid.

Section 4 of Nigeria Vision 20:2020 at page 71.

The seven points agenda was a development progranitiated by the democratic administration
between 2007-2011.

Under the Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition) L&rforcement and Administration Act, 2003 as
amended.

The Policy serves as a useful guide and referadrial to all stakeholders.

Efforts are, however at an advanced stage to it@potghe Fund’s activities by increasing the
guantum of money available to it and entrench mobeist conditions for recovery of loans and
encouraging states participation.

These laws include, the Child Rights Act, Child Reggbaws of the various Laws, Children and
Young Persons Act and African Charter on the Rightee Child.

The campaigns were held in the States of Kaduga, Taraba, Rivers, Osun, Abia, Akwa Ibom,
Benue, Bayelsa, Kogi, Plateau, Gombe, Ondo and Zamfar

It involves interactive sessions in Primary andtfRrimary Schools at the Local Government Level
in the 768 Local Government Areas and the 6 AreanCitaiof the Federal Capital Territory Abuja.
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The interactive sessions feature the Police, NageBecurity and Civil Defence Corps, and State
Security Service who give the pupils and the sttsisacurity tips.

The centres have been commissioned by the Vicegellanof the National Open University of
Nigeria. There is another centre in Awka, AnamhiateS which is yet to be commissioned but it has
undergraduate prisoners attending the programme.

Section 39 of the 1999 Constitution.

Other legal frameworks that guaranteed freedoexpfession and the press include: The African
Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights, the Universalddation of Human Rights.

Section 16 (3) (d) of the Constitution of the Fedi&@epublic of Nigeria, 1999.

Bayelsa, Niger, Gombe, Imo, Sokoto, Oyo, Yobe, Bauchtsina, Jigawa and Ondo.

This was made possible through the OSSAP-MDGsitnprship with VVF office in the Federal
Ministry of Health and the National VVF Centres.

The OSSAP-MDGs in partnership with VVF office metFederal Ministry of Health and the National
VVF Centres.

The centres are located in Federal Medical Centia@, University of Port Harcourt Teaching
Hospital, Port-Harcourt, National Obstetric Fist@antre, Aabakaliki, Federal medical Centre Ebute
Metta, Federal Medical Centre, Keffi and AbubakafaViea Balewa Teaching Hospital, Bauchi.
Section 18 (3) of the Constitution of the Federgbidic of Nigeria.

For instance, the enrolment of girls in publioymaiy schools in Niger State increased from 289,674
in 2010/2011 to 320,206 in 2011/2012, Bauchi Steen 250,769 in 2010/2011 to 330,674 in
2011/2012, Katsina State from 582,568 in 2010/201818,145 in 20911/2012, Zamfara State from
83,385 in 2010/2011 to 90,604 in 2011/2012, Sokstate from 189,188 in 2010/2011 to 212,923,
2011/2012. In the same vein, the enrolment of @irlsublic junior secondary schools increased in
Niger State from 69,876 in 2010/2011 to 77,947004122012, Bauchi State from 38,054 in
2010/2011 to 56,452 in 2011/2012 and Katsina State 66,956 in 2010/2011 to 75,660 in
2011/2012.




