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* The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) estimates that there are
approximately 89,000 refugees in East Sudan, of which 99.4% are Eritrean. Approximately 30,000 of those
currently live in Shagarab camps. This includes new arrivals but also Eritreans who fled to Sudan during the
Eritrean war of Independence against Ethiopia (between the 1960s and early 1990s). The political repression and
prospect of decades of conscription in national service continue to cause around 3,000 people to flee Eritrea
every month. According to UNHCR, a large proportion of them leave Eritrea via Sudan.

2See p. 8 and footnote 5

3 See p. 8 and footnote 6

*UNHCR, ‘Refugees and the Rashaida: human smuggling and trafficking from Eritrea to Sudan and Egypt’, March 2013,
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/human%2o0smuggling%z2oand%:2otrafficking%2ofrom%:2oEritrea%:2oto

%20Sudan%20and%20Egypt.pdf

5 See, for example, Physicians for Human Rights-Israel and the Hotline for Migrant Workers, ‘Tortured in Sinai, Jailed in Israel:

Detention of Torture and Slavery Survivors under the Anti Infiltration Law’, (http://www.scribd.com/doc/112198648/Tortured-
in-Sinai-Jailed-in-Srael-Eng) or, There have also been reports in a smaller number of cases of the complicity or involvement in
kidnappings of Sudanese security forces stationed on the border between Ethiopia and Sudan.

SUN Monitoring Group on Somalia and Eritrea, ‘Report of the Monitoring Group on Somalia and Eritrea pursuant to Security
Council resolution 2002 (2011)', (July 2012). http://www.un.org/ga/search/view _doc.asp?symbol=5/2012/545

7 Rashaida are often mentioned in testimonies of residents of Shagarab camps, families of victims who have been kidnapped
and those who have escaped from captivity. They are a tribe of traditionally nomadic camel pastoralists who are found in
Eritrea and eastern Sudan among other locations. In Sudan, many are based close to the border with Eritrea in an area called
Mastora.

8 Trafficking in persons is “the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat
or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of
vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over
another person, for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation of the prostitution
of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the
removal of organs.” Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children,
supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (Article 3(a)).

% See, for example, “Stand in the Sinai”, a series of documentaries available at:
http://thecnnfreedomproject.blogs.cnn.com/2012/09/26/stand-in-the-sinai-now-online/.

10 [ . . . — . . . X .
Smuggling is “the procurement, in order to obtain, directly or indirectly, a financial or other material benefit, of the illegal
entry of a person into a state party of which the person is not a national”, Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land,

Sea and Air, supplementing the UN Convention against Transnational Organised Crime (2000).

** Many of the victims come from poor families who face significant difficulties in raising sufficient money to pay the ransom.
The families of many victims are refugees themselves in countries where they have limited or no economic opportunities;
many of the families still reside in Eritrea, where a large proportion of the population are conscripted indefinitely into national
service, with a monthly wage that is inadequate to meet a family’s basic needs. The economy in Eritrea is in a dire state.
Therefore, many families of victims have to go to extreme lengths to raise the money, selling property and belongings, raising
money from their communities and other activities.

**Sudan is a State-party to the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and the 1967 Protocol, and the Convention
Governing the Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in Africa.

3 Egypt is a state party to several international Conventions directly relevant to human trafficking and to the rights of asylum-
seekers and refugees, including the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and
Children (ratified in 2004) and the 1951 UN Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees (ratified in 1981). The Egyptian
authorities are further subject to national laws on trafficking, including Law 64 of 2010 on Combating Trafficking in Human
Beings (Anti-Trafficking Law), adopted by the People’s Assembly on 2 May 2010 and published in the Official Gazette on g


http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/human%20smuggling%20and%20trafficking%20from%20Eritrea%20to%20Sudan%20and%20Egypt.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/human%20smuggling%20and%20trafficking%20from%20Eritrea%20to%20Sudan%20and%20Egypt.pdf
http://www.hotline.org.il/english/pdf/TorturedInSinaiJailedInsraelENG.pdf
http://www.hotline.org.il/english/pdf/TorturedInSinaiJailedInsraelENG.pdf
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2012/545
http://thecnnfreedomproject.blogs.cnn.com/2012/09/26/stand-in-the-sinai-now-online/

May 2010; and Implementing Regulations of the Anti-Trafficking Law, Prime Minister Decree 3028 of 2010, 6 December 2010.



