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QUESTI ON OF THE HUVAN RI GHTS OF ALL PERSONS SUBJECTED TO
ANY FORM OF DETENTI ON OR | MPRI SONMENT:

STATUS OF THE CONVENTI ON AGAI NST TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL,
I NHUMAN OR DEGRADI NG TREATMENT OR PUNI SHVENT

Report of the Secretary-Genera

1. The General Assenbly, by its resolution 39/46 of 10 Decenber 1984,
adopted and opened for signature, ratification and accession the Convention
agai nst Torture and Ot her Cruel, |nhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or Puni shment,

and cal | ed upon all Governments to consider signing and ratifying the
Convention as a matter of priority.

2. The Convention was opened for signature in New York on 4 February 1985.
In accordance with article 27 thereof, the Convention entered into force

on 26 June 1987, on the thirtieth day after the date of the deposit with the
Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations of the twentieth instrunent of
ratification or accession.

3. By its resolution 1997/38 of 11 April 1997, the Conm ssion on Human

Ri ghts urged all States to beconme parties to the Convention as a matter of
priority; invited all States ratifying or acceding to the Convention and those
States parties which had not yet done so to make the declarations provided for
in articles 21 and 22 of the Convention and to consider the possibility of

wi thdrawi ng their reservations to article 20; and encouraged States parties to
notify the Secretary-General of their acceptance of the amendnents to

articles 17 and 18 of the Convention 1/ as soon as possible.

4, As at 5 Decenber 1997, the Convention had been ratified, acceded or
succeeded to by 104 States. |In addition, 11 States had signed the Convention
The list of States that have signed, ratified or acceded to the Convention, as
well as the dates of their signature, ratification or accession, is contained
in the annex to the present report.
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5. As at the same date, 39 of the States parties to the Convention, namely
Al geria, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Cyprus,
Czech Republic, Denmark, Ecuador, Finland, France, G eece, Hungary, |celand
Italy, Liechtenstein, Luxenmbourg, Malta, Mnaco, the Netherlands, New Zeal and,
Nor way, Pol and, Portugal, the Russian Federation, Senegal, Slovakia, Slovenia,
Spai n, Sweden, Switzerland, Togo, Tunisia, Turkey, Uruguay, Venezuela and
Yugosl avi a, had nade the declarations provided for in articles 21 and 22 of
the Convention. In addition, two States parties, namely the United Ki ngdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America, had nade
t he decl aration provided for in article 21 only, thus bringing the total of
decl arations under that article to 41. 2/ Under article 21, a State party to
the Convention nmay declare at any time that it recogni zes the conpetence of
the Committee against Torture to receive and consider comruni cations to the
effect that a State party clainms that another State party is not fulfilling
its obligations under the Convention. Under article 22, a State party to the
Convention nmay declare at any tine that it recogni zes the conpetence of the
Conmittee to receive and consider conmuni cations fromor on behal f of

i ndi viduals subject to its jurisdiction who claimto be victinms of a violation
by a State party of the provisions of the Convention

6. The provisions of articles 21 and 22 entered into force on 26 June 1987
in accordance with paragraph 2 of article 21 and paragraph 8 of article 22.

7. The Committee against Torture held its eighteenth and ni neteenth
sessions at the United Nations O fice at Geneva from 28 April to 9 May 1997
and from 10 to 21 Novenber 1997, respectively. |In accordance with article 24

of the Convention, the Cormmttee submtted its annual report, 3/ which covered
the activities of the Conmttee at its sixteenth and seventeenth sessions, to
the States parties and to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second session

8. The sixth nmeeting of the States parties to the Convention was convened
by the Secretary-General at the United Nations O fice at Geneva on

26 Novenber 1997 to elect five nenbers of the Committee against Torture to
repl ace those whose terns of office were due to expire on 31 Decenber 1997.
As a result of the election, the nenbership of the Commttee for 1998 is as
fol |l ows:

M. Peter Thomas BURNS Canada

M. Guibril CAMARA Senega

M. Sayed Kassem EL MASRY Egypt

M. Al ejandro Gonzal ez POBLETE Chile

M. Georghios M PIKIS Cyprus

M. Anténio Silva Henriques GASPAR Por t uga

M. Bent SORENSON Denmar k

M. Al exander M YAKOVLEV Russi an Federation
M. YU Mengijia Chi na

M. Bostjan M ZUPANCI C Sl oveni a
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Not es

1/ Adopt ed by the Conference of the States parties on
9 Septenber 1992 in accordance with article 29, paragraph 1, of the Convention
(CAT/ SP/ SR. 4) and endorsed by the General Assenmbly in its resolution 47/111 of
16 Decenber 1992.

2/ The text of the declarations, reservations or objections made by
States parties up to 1 March 1994 with respect to the Convention is issued in
docunent CAT/ C/ 2/ Rev. 3.

3/ Oficial Records of the General Assenbly. Fifty-second Session,
Suppl ement No. 44 (A/52/44).
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ANNEX

List of States which have signed, ratified or acceded to
the Convention against Torture and G her Cruel, |nhunan or
Degradi ng Treatnment or Puni shnent as at 5 Decenber 1997

State Date of signature Date of receipt of the
instrunent of ratification,

accessi on or succession

Af ghani st an 4 February 1985 1 April 1987
Al bani a 11 May 1994 b/
Al geria al/ 26 Novenber 1985 12 Sept enber 1989
Anti gua and Bar buda 19 July 1993 b/
Argentina a/ 4 February 1985 24 Septenber 1986
Arnmeni a 13 September 1993 b/
Australia a/ 10 Decenber 1985 8 August 1989
Austria al/ 14 March 1985 29 July 1987
Azer bai j an 16 August 1996 b/
Bel ar us 19 Decenber 1985 13 March 1987
Bel gi um 4 February 1985
Bel i ze 17 March 1986 b/
Beni n 12 March 1992 b/
Bolivia 4 February 1985
Bosni a and

Her zegovi na 6 March 1992 c/
Brazi | 23 Septenber 1985 28 Septenber 1989
Bul garia a/ 10 June 1986 16 Decenber 1986
Bur undi 18 February 1993 b/
Canbodi a 15 Oct ober 1992 p/
Caner oon 19 Decenber 1986 b/
Canada a/ 23 August 1985 24 June 1987
Cape Verde 4 June 1992 b/
Chad 9 June 1995 b/
Chile 23 Septenber 1987 30 Septenber 1988
Chi na 12 Decenber 1986 4 October 1988
Col onbi a 10 April 1985 8 Decenber 1987
Costa Rica 4 February 1985 11 Novenber 1993
Cote d'Ilvoire 18 Decenber 1995 b/
Croatia a/ 8 Cctober 1991 c/
Cuba 27 January 1986 17 May 1995
Cyprus a/ 9 COctober 1985 18 July 1991
Czech Republic 1 January 1993 c/
Denocratic Republic

of the Congo 18 March 1996 b/
Denmar k a/ 4 February 1985 27 May 1987
Dom ni can Republic 4 February 1985
Ecuador a/ 4 February 1985 30 March 1988



Egypt
El Sal vador

Est oni a
Et hi opi a
Fi nl and a/

France a/
Gabon
Ganbi a
Ceorgi a
Cer many

Greece al
Guat emal a
Gui nea
Guyana
Hondur as b/

Hungary a/
I cel and

I ndonesi a
I rel and

| srael

Italy a/

Jor dan

Kenya

Kuwai t

Kyrgyrstan

Latvia

Li byan Arab
Jamahiriya

Li echtenstein a/
Li t huani a
Luxenmbourg a/
Mal awi

Malta a/

Mauritius
Mexi co
Monaco a/
Mor occo
Nam bi a

Nepa

Net her |l ands a/
New Zeal and a/
Ni car agua

Ni geri a

Nor way a/
Panama

Par aguay
Peru

Phi i ppi nes

21
23

13

30
25
28
23

28
22

27

22

18

14
15
28

22
23
29

February 1985

February 1985
January 1986
Cct ober 1985

Cct ober 1986
February 1985
May 1986

January 1988

Novenber 1986
February 1985
Cct ober 1985
Sept enber 1992
Cct ober 1986

February 1985

June 1985

February 1985

March 1985

January 1986

February 1985
January 1986
April 1985
July 1988

February 1985
February 1985
Cct ober 1989
May 1985

25
17
21
14
30

18

12
13
21
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June 1986 b/
June 1996 b/
Cct ober 1991 b/
March 1994 b/
August 1989

February 1986

Cct ober 1994 b/
Cct ober 1990

Cct ober 1988
January 1990 b/
Cct ober 1989
May 1988
Decenber 1996

April 1987

Cct ober 1996 a/
Cct ober 1991
January 1989

Novenmber 1991 b/
February 1997 b/

8 March 1996 b/
5 Septenber 1997 b/

14

16

2
1
29
11
13

9
23
6
21
28

14

21
10

24
12

18

April 1992 b/
May 1989 b/

Novenber 1990
February 1996 b/
Sept enber 1987
June 1996 b/

Sept enber 1990 b/

Decenber 1992 b/
January 1986
Decenber 1991 b/
June 1993
Novenber 1994 b/

May 1991 b/
Decenmber 1988
Decenmber 1989

July 1986
August 1987
March 1990
July 1988
June 1986 b/
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Pol and a/ 13 January 1986 26
Portugal a/ 4 February 1985 9
Republ i ¢ of Korea 9
Republ i ¢ of Mol dova 28
Romani a 18
Russi an Federation a/ 10 Decenber 1985 3
Saudi Arabia 22
Senegal a/ 4 February 1985 21
Seychel | es 5
Sierra Leone 18 March 1985
Sl ovaki a a/ 29
Sl oveni a a/ 16
Sonmal i a 24
South Africa 29 January 1993
Spain al/ 4 February 1985 21
Sri Lanka 3
Sudan 4 June 1986
Sweden a/ 4 February 1985 8
Switzerland a/ 4 February 1985 2
Taj i ki stan 11
The former Yugosl av
Republ i ¢ of Macedoni a 12
Togo a/ 25 March 1987 18
Tuni sia a/ 26 August 1987 23
Tur key a/ 25 January 1988 2
Uganda 3
Ukr ai ne 27 February 1986 24
Uni t ed Ki ngdom of
Great Britain and
Northern Ireland d/ 15 March 1985 8
United States
of Anerica d/ 18 April 1988 21
Uruguay a/ 4 February 1985 24
Uzbeki st an 28
Venezuel a a/ 15 February 1985 29
Yemen 5
Yugosl avi a a/ 18 April 1989 10
Not es
al Made the declaration under articles 21
b/ Accessi on
c/ Successi on.

July 1989
February 1989
January 1995 b/
Novenber 1995 b/
Decenber 1990 b/

March 1987
Sept enber 1997 b/
August 1986
May 1992 b/

May 1993 c/

July 1993 b/
January 1990 b/

Cct ober 1987
January 1994 b/

January 1986
Decenber 1986
January 1995 b/
Decenmber 1994 c/
Novenber 1987
Sept enber 1988
August 1988

Novenber 1986 b/
February 1987

Decenmber 1988
Cct ober
Cct ober
Sept enber

1994
1986
1995 b/

July 1991
Novenber
Sept enber

1991 b/
1991

and 22 of the Conventi on.

d/ Made the decl arati on under article 21 of the Convention



