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The Security Council

G avely concerned at the deteriorating situation in the Geat Lakes region
in particular eastern Zaire, and expressing serious concern over the safety of
refugees and di spl aced persons whose lives are in danger

Wl coming the letter dated 18 February 1997 fromthe Secretary-Ceneral to
the President of the Council (S/1997/136) regarding progress in the efforts to
resolve the crisis in the Geat Lakes region

Reaffirm ng the Statenment by the President of the Council of
7 February 1997 (S/ PRST/1997/5),

Reaffirm ng also the obligation to respect national sovereignty and
territorial integrity of the States of the G eat Lakes region and the need for
the States of the region to refrain fromany interference in each other's
internal affairs,

Underlining the obligation of all concerned to respect strictly the
rel evant provisions of international humanitarian | aw,

Reiterating its support for the joint United Nations/ O ganization of
African Unity Special Representative for the Great Lakes region in the
fulfilnment of his nmandate, and underlining the need for all CGovernnents in the
region and the parties concerned to cooperate fully with the m ssion of the
Speci al Representative,

1. Endorses the follow ng five-point peace plan for eastern Zaire, as set
out in the letter fromthe Secretary-General of 18 February 1997:

- | nmedi ate cessation of hostilities;

- Wt hdrawal of all external forces, including nercenaries;
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2.
j oi nt

Reaffirmati on of respect for the national sovereignty and the
territorial integrity of Zaire and other States of the Geat Lakes
regi on;

Protection and security for all refugees and di spl aced persons and
facilitation of access to humanitarian assistance;

Rapi d and peaceful settlement of the crisis through dial ogue, the
el ectoral process and the convening of an international conference on
peace, security and devel opnment in the Great Lakes region

Calls on all CGovernnents and parties concerned to cooperate with the

United Nations/Organization of African Unity Special Representative for

the Great Lakes region to achieve |lasting peace in the region

3.

Decides to remain actively seized of the matter



