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67/164. Human rights and extreme poverty

The General Assemhly

Reaffirming the Universal Declaration of Human RigHtshe International
Covenant on Civil and Political Righfshe International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rightsthe Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Womehthe Convention on the Rights of the Chfithe
International Convention on the Elimination of Abrms of Racial Discrimination,
the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabs® and other human rights
instruments adopted by the United Nations,

Recalling its resolution 47/196 of 22 December 1992, by whit declared

17 October the International Day for the Eradicatmf Poverty, and its resolution
62/205 of 19 December 2007, by which it proclaintté Second United Nations
Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (2008-20E#&)well as its resolution 65/214
of 21 December 2010 and its previous resolutionshaman rights and extreme
poverty, in which it reaffrmed that extreme powernd exclusion from society
constitute a violation of human dignity and thagemt national and international
action is therefore required to eliminate them,

Recalling alsoits resolution 52/134 of 12 December 1997, in wnhid
recognized that the enhancement of internationapeoation in the field of human
rights was essential for the effective understagdpromotion and protection of all
human rights,

! Resolution 217 A (llI).

2 See resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.

3 United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 1249, No. 20378.
% Ibid., vol. 1577, No. 27531.

® Ibid., vol. 660, No. 9464,

® Ibid., vol. 2515, No. 44910.
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Recalling further Human Rights Council resolutions 2/2 of 27 Novembe
2006, 7/27 of 28 March 20088/11 of 18 June 200812/19 of 2 October 2009
and 15/19 of 30 September 20%0,

RecallingHuman Rights Council resolution 21/11 of 27 Sepiem2012}? by
which the Council adopted the guiding principles extreme poverty and human
rights™ as a useful tool for States in the formulation amglementation of poverty
reduction and eradication policies, as appropriate,

Reaffirming the internationally agreed development goals, udiolg the
Millennium Development Goals, welcoming the high«é plenary meeting of the
General Assembly on the Millennium Development Goaind recalling its outcome
document, contained in resolution 65/1 of 22 Sejen?010,

Deeply concernedhat extreme poverty persists in all countriesttod world,
regardless of their economic, social and cultuialagion, and that its extent and its
manifestations, such as hunger, trafficking in hamlaeings, disease, lack of
adequate shelter, illiteracy and hopelessnesspargcularly severe in developing
countries, while acknowledging the significant pregs made in several parts of the
world in combating extreme poverty,

Deeply concerned alsthat gender inequality, violence and discriminatio
exacerbate extreme poverty, disproportionally imipacwomen and girls,

Stressingthat special attention should be given to childreider persons,
persons with disabilities and indigenous peoples wate living in extreme poverty,

Concernedby the challenges faced today, including thoseiveer from the
financial and economic crisis, the food crisis aodgoing concerns over food
security, as well as the increasing challenges gpdseclimate change and the loss
of biodiversity, and by their impact on the increas the number of people living in
extreme poverty and their negative effect on thpacity of all States, especially
developing countries, to fight extreme poverty,

Recognizingthat the eradication of extreme poverty is a magballenge
within the process of globalization and require®rinated and continued policies
through decisive national action and internatioc@bperation,

Recognizing als¢hat social protection systems make a criticaltobation to
the realization of human rights for all, in partigufor those who are in vulnerable
or marginalized situations and are trapped in pgvand subject to discrimination,

Stressingthe necessity of better understanding and addrgstfie causes and
consequences of extreme poverty,

Reaffirmingthat, since the existence of widespread extremeeqy inhibits
the full and effective enjoyment of human rightsdamay, in some situations,

" See Official Records of the General Assembly, SixtpsdcSession, Supplement No.@862/53),
chap. I, sect. A.

8 Ibid., Sixty-third Session, Supplement No(A83/53), chap. II.

® Ibid., chap. IIl, sect. A.

1% bid., Sixty-fifth Session, Supplement Noa5@ corrigendum (A/65/53 and Corr.1), chap. It.s&c
M |bid., Supplement No. 53@\/65/53/Add.1), chap. II.

12 bid., Sixty-seventh Session, Supplement No.(B&V/53/Add.1), chap. II.
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constitute a threat to the right to life, its imnaté alleviation and eventual
eradication must remain a high priority for theemtational community,

Stressingthat respect for all human rights, which are unda, indivisible,
interdependent and interrelated, is of crucial impoce for all policies and
programmes to fight extreme poverty,

Reaffirmingthat democracy, development and the full and eiffecenjoyment
of human rights and fundamental freedoms are impetdent and mutually
reinforcing and contribute to the eradication ofrexne poverty,

1. Reaffirmsthat extreme poverty and exclusion from societynstdute a
violation of human dignity and that urgent natiorehd international action is
therefore required to eliminate them;

2. Also reaffirmsthat it is essential for States to foster partiipn by the
poorest people in the decision-making process éndtcieties in which they live, in
the promotion of human rights and in efforts to d@hextreme poverty and that it
is essential for people living in and affected bgverty and in vulnerable or
marginalized groups or situations to be empoweredrganize themselves and to
participate in all aspects of political, economsocial and cultural life, in particular
the planning and implementation of policies thaeaf them, thus enabling them to
become genuine partners in development;

3. Emphasizeghat extreme poverty is a major issue to be adwr@sby
Governments, civil society, community-based sodedanizations and the United
Nations system, including international financialstitutions, and in this context
reaffirms that political commitment is a prereqtesior the eradication of poverty;

4. Reaffirmsthat the existence of widespread extreme poverhjhits the
full and effective enjoyment of human rights andders democracy and popular
participation fragile;

5. Recognizesthe need to promote respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms in order to address the moestging social needs of people
living in poverty, including through the design ami@velopment of appropriate
mechanisms to strengthen and consolidate demodrsiitutions and governance;

6. Reaffirmsthe commitments contained in the United Nationdldainium
Declaration in particular the commitments to spare no effast fight against
extreme poverty and to achieve development and ppwradication, including the
commitment to halve, by 2015, the proportion of therld’'s people whose income
is less than one United States dollar a day andptbportion of people who suffer
from hunger;

7. Also reaffirmsthe commitment made at the 2005 World Summit to
eradicate poverty and promote sustained econonuwi, sustainable development
and global prosperity for all, including women agidls;*

8. Further reaffirms the commitment made at the high-level plenary
meeting of the General Assembly on the MillenniumevBlopment Goals to
accelerating progress in order to eradicate extrpmerty and hunger by 201%;

14 Resolution 55/2.
15 See resolution 60/1.
16 See resolution 65/1.
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9. Recallsthat promoting universal access to social servieed providing
social protection floors can make an important cibotion to consolidating and
achieving further development gains and that sogpiatection systems that address
and reduce inequality and social exclusion are rsslefor protecting the gains
made towards the achievement of the Millennium Depment Goals, and in this
regard takes note of International Labour OrganimaRecommendation No. 202 on
social protection floors;

10. Encourages States, when designing, implementing, monitoringd a
evaluating social protection programmes, to engegrder mainstreaming and the
promotion and protection of all human rights in amance with their obligations
under international human rights law, through thiscess;

11. Also encouragesStates to take all necessary measures to eliminate
discrimination against all persons, in particulapge living in poverty, to refrain
from adopting any laws, regulations or practiceaydeg or limiting the enjoyment
of all human rights and fundamental freedoms, idolg economic, social and
cultural rights, and to ensure that people, inigafar those living in poverty, have
equal access to justice;

12. Welcomesthe ongoing efforts to strengthen and support B&duth
cooperation and triangular cooperation, and stre$isat South-South cooperation is
not a substitute for, but rather a complement torth-South cooperation;

13. Encouragesthe international community to strengthen its effoto
address challenges that are contributing to extrpmeerty, including those derived
from the financial and economic crisis, the foodsisr and ongoing concerns over
food security, as well as the increasing challengesed by climate change and the
loss of biodiversity in all parts of the world, espally in developing countries, by
enhancing its cooperation to help to build natiocapacities;

14. Reaffirmsthe critical role of both formal and informal eduon in the
achievement of poverty eradication and other dgwalent goals as envisaged in the
Millennium Declaration, in particular basic eduaatiand training for eradicating
illiteracy, and efforts towards expanded secondamyg higher education as well as
vocational education and technical training, espkgifor girls and women, the
creation of human resources and infrastructure lo#ifias and the empowerment of
those living in poverty, in this context reaffirniie Dakar Framework for Action
adopted at the World Education Forum on 28 Aprilo@d” and recognizes the
importance of the United Nations Educational, Stfemand Cultural Organization
strategy for the eradication of poverty, especia@kfreme poverty, in supporting the
Education for All programmes as a tool to achietie Millennium Development
Goal of universal primary education by 2015;

15. Invites the United Nations High Commissioner for Human IR&g to
continue to give high priority to the question difetrelationship between extreme
poverty and human rights, and also invites herudher pursue the work in this
area;

16. Calls uponStates, United Nations bodies, in particular thi&c@ of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rightsdathe United Nations
Development Programme, intergovernmental orgamzatiand non-governmental

7 See United Nations Educational, Scientific andt@al Organization,Final Report of the World
Education Forum, Dakar, Senegal, 26—28 April 2QB@ris, 2000).
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organizations to continue to give appropriate aitento the links between human
rights and extreme poverty, and encourages theapgivsector and international
financial institutions to proceed likewise;

17. Takes note with appreciatiomf the guiding principles on extreme
poverty and human right$,adopted by the Human Rights Council in its resokit
21/11*? as a useful tool for States in the formulation amglementation of poverty
reduction and eradication policies, as appropriate;

18. Encourages Governments, relevant United Nations bodies, funds
programmes and specialized agencies, other intemgyonental organizations and
national human rights institutions as well as navgnmental organizations and
non-State actors, including the private sectorcamsider the guiding principles in
the formulation and implementation of their poli€i@end measures concerning
persons affected by extreme poverty;

19. Requestshe Office of the High Commissioner to dissemingte guiding
principles, as appropriate;

20. Welcomeghe efforts of entities throughout the United Nats system to
incorporate the Millennium Declaration and the mmitionally agreed development
goals set out therein into their work;

21. Also welcomesthe work undertaken by the Special Rapporteur on
extreme poverty and human rights and her reportdymstted to the General
Assembly at its sixty-sixth and sixty-seventh seasi'®

22. Decidesto consider the question further at its sixty-hirgession under
the sub-item entitled “Human rights questions, utihg alternative approaches for
improving the effective enjoyment of human rightsdafundamental freedoms” of
the item entitled “Promotion and protection of hunréaghts”.

60th plenary meeting
20 December 2012

18 A/66/265 and A/67/278.
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