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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. In paragraph 11 of its resolution 1019 (1995) of 9 Novenber 1995, the
Security Council requested the Secretary-General to report as soon as possible
on recent violations of international humanitarian law in the areas of
Srebrenica, Zepa, Banja Luka and Sanski Most. The present report has been
prepared frominformation available to the United Nations, in particular to the
United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts (UNHCHR), the United Nations
H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the United Nati ons Peace Forces (UNPF)
in the former Yugoslavia and the United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR) in
Bosni a and Her zegovi na.

2. Most of the information was gathered fromrefugees and di spl aced persons
who reached territories held by Bosnian governnent forces or the Republic of
Croatia. It nust be noted that United Nations personnel had very limted access

to the areas nentioned in the resolution during the period covered by the
report.

1. SREBREN CA

3. My report under Security Council resolution 1010 (S/1995/755) and the
report of the Special Rapporteur of the Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts on Srebrenica
(E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 9) provide specific accounts of violations of humanitarian | aw and
human rights following the fall of Srebrenica on 11 July 1995. A debriefing
report issued by the Mnistry of Defence of the Netherlands dated

30 Cctober 1995 contains additional evidence of substantial human rights
violations. The present report provides an overview of the current state of
information on the key issues of m ssing persons, executions, involvenent of
Bosni an Serb | eaders and invol venent of Serbian paramlitary forces.
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A.  Mssing persons
4. The Bosni an Serb offensive on Srebrenica from6 to 11 July 1995 led to a

mass di spl acenent of the entire Bosnian Miuslimcomunity of the area. An
estimated 25,000 people were forcibly evacuated on a convoy of buses and trucks
organi zed by the Bosnian Serb authorities. A group of people, estimted at

bet ween 10, 000 and 15, 000, nost of whomwere nen, |left Srebrenica on foot. The
exact number of persons fromthese two groups who arrived safely in Bosnian
Government-held territory is not known. By nost accounts, the | ocal popul ation
prior to the Bosnian Serb offensive nunbered 38,000 to 40,000, although UNHCR
estimated the popul ati on of the enclave for food distribution purposes at

42, 600.

5. Thousands of people still remain unaccounted for. An unknown nunber who
nmade their way to safety have sinply not been registered by the appropriate
authorities. At |least several hundred persons are believed to have been killed
in armed conbat. There are also accounts of men in hiding in Bosnian Serb-held
territory, although no nore than a few hundred nmen are believed to be still at

| ar ge.

6. It is thus difficult to ascertain the exact nunbers of those missing. The
International Commttee of the Red Cross (I CRC) has received over 10,000 tracing
requests fromfamlies and has determ ned that 2,000 of the requests are
duplicative, leaving a total of 8,000 tracing requests. A further analysis by

I CRC indicates that 5,000 of the tracing requests concern individuals who are
said to have left the enclave before it was taken by Bosnian Serb forces. Sone
3, 000 requests concern persons who were taken fromtheir famlies by Bosnian
Serb forces during the expulsion itself.

7. So far, ICRC has had limted access to prisoners. It is understood that
only 193 prisoners from Srebrenica have been visited. The difficulty of
arriving at exact nunmbers of missing persons is conmpounded by the fact that
resol ved cases are not always reported to | CRC

8. Based on all available information, it woul d appear that at |east 3,000 but
| ess than 8,000 people from Srebrenica are still mssing. Wen |ICRC tracing
information is evaluated in the light of estinmates of the popul ation of the

encl ave and of the number of residents who are known to have arrived in Bosnian
governnent territory, the best current estinmate of the nunber of mssing is

per haps between 3,500 and 5, 500.

B. Evidence of executions

9. There is substantial evidence to support the conclusion that an unknown
nunber of Bosnian Muslim nmen were executed by Bosnian Serb soldiers. Currently
avai |l abl e evidence falls into the followi ng categories: (a) statements by

wi t nesses of executions; (b) statenents by Netherlands sol diers involving both
direct and indirect evidence of executions; (c) reports of w tnesses concerning
i ndi rect evidence of executions, including observing groups of detained persons
and corpses; and (d) other corroborative material evidence of executions
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(phot ographs of all eged mass graves, evidence found at sites of alleged nmass
executions).

1. Statenents by wi tnesses of executions

10. Statenments were collected from10 to 12 nmen by United Nati ons personnel,
human rights organi zations and journalists, in which they describe mass
executions that they survived or witnessed froma distance. The statenents of

t hese nen describe executions at no fewer than six sites in the Srebrenica area,
nanel y Nova Kasaba-Konjevic Polje (Kaldrumca), Kravica, Rasica Gai, Zabrde and
two sites in Karakaj. One organization, Human Ri ghts Watch/ Hel sinki, has
collected indirect evidence that points to a possible additional site in
Bratunac. There is also both direct and circunstantial evi dence of executions
in Potocari.

11. Eyew tnesses have provided United Nations personnel with detailed and

consi stent information concerning mass executions in the village of Karakaj.
These statenments have been repeated and suppl enented by nmedia accounts and
reports by human rights organi zati ons. According to these accounts, as nany as
several thousand people were detained at sone point in a school in Karakaj.
Subsequently, groups of from5 to 20 persons were summarily executed at 2 sites
in the area, 1 of which is described as a neadow near a forest and the other as
a grave site near a dam The detained included nen who had been separated from
di spl aced people at Potocari, as well as a |large group of men fromthe col um of
peopl e who | eft Srebrenica on foot and who were captured by or surrendered to
Bosnian Serb forces. Many of these nen were collected in the area of Nova
Kasaba- Konjevic Polje. A large group of nen were brought to a soccer field near
Nova Kasaba. Eventually, the detained nmen were transported by bus and truck

t hrough Bratunac to Karakaj .

12. Reports have been collected by a nunber of journalists fromalleged
eyewi t nesses of mass executions in other |locations. One man reported that a
group of sone 2,000 prisoners were taken by Bosnian Serb forces fromnear Lolici
to a warehouse in Kravica. The witness stated that, once the nen were packed
into the warehouse, soldiers began to fire autonati ¢ weapons and
rocket - propel |l ed grenades into the building. According to the wtness, those
who were not killed imediately were called out and shot. The w tness hinself
survived this incident by pretending to be dead. This statenment is corroborated
in part by the report of another man, who told a journalist he saw trucks filled
wi th deconposing bodies comng fromthe direction of Kravica in md-August. The
bodi es were said to have been buried in a mass grave in a field near the village
of Burnice. Oher nen fromthe area interviewed by the nedia have provided
accounts of executions of snaller groups of captured nmen in Rasica Gai and

Zabr de.

13. Another man interviewed both by journalists and by Human Ri ghts Watch/
Hel si nki has described the mass execution of hundreds of men near Nova Kasaba.
According to his account, the man hid in reeds near the main road for up to

48 hours, during which tinme Bosnian Serb soldiers forced detained nen to dig
large pits for graves and then executed them The man reported that 500 people
were killed during the first day and that the shooting continued into the night.

l...
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The next day, a bulldozer reportedly arrived and dug a burial pit about 30
metres by 15 netres. This witness al so alleged having seen 400 men buri ed
alive, wal ked through an area in which there were "1,000 to 1,500 corpses for
sure", and overheard a radi o conversation between a Bosnian Serb sol dier and
General Madic. There is circunstantial evidence, such as aerial photographs
taken by the United States Governnent, to support the man's report of nass
executions near Nova Kasaba.

2. Statenments by nmenbers of the Netherlands Battalion

14. As noted, the Mnistry of Defence of the Netherlands has extensively
debri ef ed nmenbers of the UNPROFOR Net herl ands Battalion who were present in
Srebrenica at the tine of its fall and has concluded that there is strong

evi dence to suggest that Muslimnmen of fighting age were nurdered en masse by
Bosni an Serbs outside the encl ave.

15. Soldiers fromthe Netherlands Battalion provided both direct and indirect
evi dence of a nunber of executions in the Potocari area. |In an eyew tness
account, a Netherlands Battalion soldier reported seeing a man taken fromthe
group of displaced people near the Potocari conpound by four regul ar Bosni an
Serb soldiers at approximately 1600 hours on 13 July. He then saw one of the
sol di ers shoot and kill the man with a single shot to the neck or to the back of
t he head.

16. The Netherlands Mnistry's report also finds that it is extrenely probabl e
t hat nine Bosnian nen were executed in Potocari during the night of 12/13 July.
To support that conclusion, the report notes that, during the early evening of
12 July, a soldier fromthe Netherlands Battalion saw about 10 people | ed by two
arnmed Bosnian Serb soldiers walking in a westerly direction fromthe United
Nations conmpound towards a dirt track. Several soldiers fromthe Netherlands
Battalion went to the area on 13 July and found the corpses of nine nmen near a
stream Al the dead had gunshot wounds in their backs at heart |evel.

17. A nunber of Netherlands Battalion personnel saw Bosnian Serb soldiers force
at least five nen into a large factory opposite the United Nations conpound in
Potocari. Shortly afterwards, they heard five or six shots. A Bosnian Serb
soldier later emerged fromthe factory, arned with a pistol, but the Netherl ands
Battalion soldiers were unable to confirmwhether executions had taken pl ace.
Anot her Net herl ands Battalion sol dier described an incident where he saw a man
kneeling or sitting in the mddle of a group of Bosnian Serbs. The group was
approached by a nunber of Bosnian Serb soldiers, who took the man and dragged
himto an area behind a house. Screans and a shot were then heard, the soldiers
returned al one, shook hands with the other Bosnian Serbs and left; it was not
possible to establish |ater whether an execution had taken place. [|n another
account, a Netherlands Battalion soldier saw five nal e displaced persons

di senbark froma Bosnian Serb m ni bus near the Potocari conpound entrance. Two
of the nen tried to flee but ran straight into the hands of the Bosnian Serb
soldiers. The Netherlands Battalion soldier heard shots and saw both nen fal

to the ground
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18. The Netherlands report nmakes it clear that, during the evacuation of
refugees fromthe enclave, the Bosnian Serbs segregated nmen of fighting age from
the wonen, children and the elderly. The nmen were forced to | eave their

personal possessions behind. The Netherlands Battalion was prohibited from
escorting the nmal e refugee transports by the Bosnian Serbs. According to the
Net herl ands report, what ultimately happened to the | arge nunbers of nales of
fighting age after they had left the enclave is not known.

19. On 11 July, nmenbers of the Netherlands Battalion saw two trucks, each
carrying approximately 40 to 50 nmen, travelling in the direction of Bratunac.
Shortly after the trucks had passed the bend at Yellow Bridge, approximately
100 shots were heard. No Netherlands Battalion personnel saw the actua

ci rcunstances of this incident.

20. A Netherlands Battalion soldier escorting a convoy to Kladanj on 13 July
saw an estinmated 100 Bosnian Miuslimsoldiers in a field about 5 mnutes after
the convoy passed Bratunac. On 14 July, a nunber of buses were seen in Bratunac
with nmale refugees sitting with their heads between their knees and giving the

i npression that they were very frightened. According to the Netherlands report,
there was a great deal of shooting in Bratunac, including fromthe direction of
t he soccer stadium (a football pitch surrounded by a fence) but Netherl ands
Battalion soldiers did not see any victins. On 15 July, many shoes and articles
of clothing were observed on a soccer field in the sane area.

21. Menbers of the Netherlands Battalion saw an estimated 1, 000 capt ured
Bosni an Muslim sol diers squatting on the ground in a soccer stadiumnorth of
Nova Kasaba on 13 July. A group of Netherlands Battalion soldiers who were
refused permission to travel and were therefore forced to spend the night of
13/ 14 July in Nova Kasaba heard continuous shooting fromthe direction of the
soccer field, beginning at approximately 0230 hours and | asting 45 mnutes to
1 hour.

22. Two Netherlands Battalion soldiers reported seeing between 500 and 700
bodi es on the way from Nova Kasaba to Bratunac on 14 July. However, two other
nenbers of the Netherlands Battalion travelling in the sane vehicle reported
seeing only a few corpses on the road. On 15 July, Netherlands Battalion
mlitary personnel saw approximately 30 bodies on this road, as well as

“cl ean-up teans" of people wearing rubber gloves, tipper trucks and trucks
carrying corpses. The Netherlands Battalion soldiers also reported seeing dead
bodies in various other places. During the early norning of 17 or 18 July,

Net herl ands Battalion soldiers saw approxi mately 100 bodies |ying on two
trailers comng fromthe direction of Srebrenica

3. Reports of witnesses concerning indirect evidence
of executions

23. Many of the displaced people from Srebrenica interviewed by United Nations
personnel reported seeing dead bodies along the road from Potocari, particularly
bet ween Bratunac and Konjevic Polje and at Nova Kasaba. The dead were usually
descri bed as men wearing civilian clothes. Several displaced persons said that
t he bodi es they saw had their throats cut or had been nutil ated.
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24. Some of the displaced persons al so gave accounts of seeing groups of
det ai ned people during their travel fromPotocari to Kl adanj. One displaced
person reported seeing approximately 500 nmen, many of whom were wearing Bosni an
governnent army uniforms, detained at a soccer field near Nova Kasaba. Qhers
gave accounts of groups of captured nmen who were standing near the road with
their hands behind their heads.

25. Simlar accounts concerning the sighting of groups of detained nmen have
been given by many displ aced persons to journalists and human rights

organi zations. For exanple, one person interviewed by Human Ri ghts Watch/
Hel si nki, reported seeing sone 2,000 men with their hands tied above their heads
1 kilonmetre from Konjevic Polje on the road to Nova Kasaba. Another person al so
reported seeing sonme 20 prisoners standing in a field in Kravica and sone

50 peopl e being held in Nova Kasaba, and a third person observed 2 wonmen and

20 men detained in Kravica and some 100 dead bodies, all nale, on the side of
the road to Konjevic Polje.

26. Journalists have also reported that Bosnian Serb villagers in the affected
areas have given statenments that corroborate the accounts of executions. An
article in The New York Tinmes dated 29 Cctober noted that:

"Serbian civilians interviewed this week in the villages around Srebrenica
confirmed for the first time the nmass killings carried out in their mdst.
They pointed out schools that were used as hol ding pens for the dooned
Muslinms - including the school house in Karakaj ... One man said he had
been stopped by sol diers who asked for help | oading the bodies onto trucks
for burial".

27. The Christian Science Mnitor reported the following interviews: six nen
descri bed a nass grave near Cerska; one man described a mass grave near Burni ce;
and three other nmen reported a mass grave at Karakaj. Villagers interviewed in
Brat unac have al so said that mass killings took place in a playing field in
Bratunac and in a shed behind a school. One man from Ljubovija who was
interviewed said that as many as 4, 000 people were detained in Bratunac in three
| ocati ons.

4, Oher corroborative evidence of executions

28. Evidence outlined above concerning executions at Nova Kasaba has partly
been corroborated by aerial photographs of the area taken by the United States
Government. One phot ograph shows 600 people at the soccer field in Nova Kasaba.
The phot ograph al so appears to show guards in positions around the perineter of
the field. There are also photographs of a field 1 kilonetre away where, at a
bend in the road, there is an area of "disturbed earth" measuring 100 netres by
50 nmetres. A second phot ograph shows another area of disturbed earth 100 netres
square. There are tracks from heavy vehicles leading fromthe road to the

"di sturbed earth"” in both photographs. |n photographs taken several days
earlier, the earth at both sites was not disturbed.

29. United States aerial photographs also show an estinated 400 people in a
field in the village of Sandic. There are also nedia reports of additiona
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aerial photographs taken on 27 July that show three areas of "disturbed earth”
near the town of Sahanici in the vicinity of Karakaj. Photographs of the sane
area taken on 5 July are said to show no di sturbance of the earth.

30. A reporter for The Christian Science Mnitor visited the area of Nova
Kasaba i n August and found additional evidence of nmass executions in the area.
He found three areas of freshly turned earth, neasuring 300 by 300 feet, 250 by
200 feet and 100 by 50 feet respectively, as well as truck and bull dozer tracks
| eading to each of the sites. On the edge of the smallest area, the reporter
observed what appeared to be a human fenmur and tibia surrounded by bits of
tattered fabric jutting fromthe turned earth. Several personal effects such as
phot ographs and di pl omas were al so found. Near the three sites, the reporter
found two enpty anmuniti on boxes capabl e of hol ding several hundred rounds. A
handful of shell casings were also |ocated across the street fromone site.
Musl i m prayer beads, clothing, legible receipts and el ection ballots from
Srebrenica were found one quarter of a mle fromthe three suspected mass
graves.

31. In addition, the sanme reporter found evidence that a | arge nunber of people
wer e detained in an abandoned buil ding on the grounds of the Bratunac soccer
stadium He observed several dozen bullet holes in the walls and what appeared
to be dried blood stains on the floor and on one wall of the buil ding.

C. Ilnvolvenent of Bosnian Serb | eaders

32. Statenments by nenbers of the Netherlands Battalion confirmthat Cenera
Ratko M adic was present in Potocari on 11 and 12 July. The Netherl ands
Battal i on commander nmet twice with General M adic during the evening of 11 July;
they nmet again the following day. United Nations mlitary observers al so
reported General Madic's presence on 12 July in Potocari.

33. On 12 July, General Madic was filmed by Bosnian Serb tel evision crews
handi ng out sweets to children in Potocari. Many of the displaced persons
interviewed by the journalists and human rights organi zati ons al so spoke of
seeing General Madic in Potocari and at other sites where human rights abuses
are alleged to have occurred. In many of these accounts, CGeneral Madic is said
to have spoken to the displaced and/ or detained people, first disparaging
Bosni an governnent | eaders then assuring his listeners that they would not be
harmed. A nunber of detained nmen reported that General Madic told themthey
woul d be held for a prisoner exchange.

34. Several of the nen detained in a soccer stadium at Nova Kasaba have
reported that General Madic came to the site and spoke to them Qher detained
nen report having seen General Madic in Bratunac, at the school where detai nees
were held in Karakaj and in Kravica. Sonme of the nen who reported w tnessing
nmass executions in Karakaj have also said that General M adic was present at the
site of the killings.
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D. | nvol venent of paramlitary forces

35. There are reports that nunerous paramlitary groups were present in the
Srebrenica area during and following the fall of the enclave. The Netherl ands
report notes that nenbers of the Netherlands Battalion saw the follow ng
paramilitary units in and around the enclave: "Drina Wlves, Seselj MIlitia,
Speci al na Policia, Wite Eagles, Arkan Tigers and Krajina Serbs". United
Nations mlitary observers report that paramlitary | eader Zeljko Raznatovic,
known as "Arkan", and his troops were positively identified at the scene of the
evacuation of refugees in Potocari on 13 July.

36. Displaced persons and nmen who had been detained al so report the invol venment
of paramlitary forces and soldiers fromthe Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro). One man interviewed by the United Nations, who was
held in the Karakaj gymasium said that the soldiers in the gymasi um stated
that they were from Serbia. Another man described seeing units of the "Bl ack
Wl ves" at Snagovo as his group attenpted to wal k to Bosnian Governnent-hel d
territory. Oher displaced persons interviewed said that they believed sonme of
the soldiers involved were from Serbi a and Montenegro because of their accents
and wel | -ordered appearance.

37. Human Rights Watch/Hel sinki interviewed a man who stated that he was
det ai ned by an acquai ntance of his who was a soldier in the Yugoslav arny and a
resident of Serbia. Oher people interviewed by Human R ghts Watch said that

t hey recogni zed accents of Serbs from Serbia and Krajina and saw enbl ens,

i nsignias, patches and unifornms worn by troops fromthose areas. One person

al so reported that soldiers entered a building in Potocari wearing canoufl age
police unifornms nmarked with a doubl e-headed eagl e worn by sone Serbian

param litary groups.

1. ZEPA

38. In ny last report to the Security Council (S/1995/755), it was noted that
there were approxinmately 6,600 to 6,700 people in the enclave before its fall on
25 July 1995. Sone 4,800 civilians, nostly wonmen and chil dren, were evacuated
from Zepa between 25 and 27 July. During the evacuation, 36 draft-age nen were
taken off the buses, including 13 who were lightly wounded. A 50-year-old man
was taken from UNPROFOR protection at a checkpoint on 27 July. About 1,500 nen,
possi bly acconpani ed by fam |y nmenbers, reportedly escaped to the surroundi ng
woods.

39. It was also reported that 44 prisoners had been registered by ICRC in
Rogatica in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro). In
addition, I CRC has confirmed its access to 793 Bosnian Muslinms who fled into the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro). Mst of these people
cane from Zepa, although it remai ns unclear how many of the group had only
recently fled to Zepa following the fall of Srebrenica. UNHCR estimates that
sone 10 per cent of this group came from Srebrenica. At the tinme of witing,
342 people are still detained in Mtrovo Polje and 450 are detained in
Slivovica, in the Uzice region. To date, there are no reliable figures
regardi ng persons from Zepa who are still mssing, although the nunber is
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presuned to be nuch smaller than the estimte of persons mssing from
Sr ebr eni ca.

40. Concerning the involvenent of Bosnian Serb | eaders, UNPROFOR personnel were
present when Avdo Palic, the Bosnian government conmander who negotiated with
the Bosnian Serb arnmy was seized by Bosnian Serb soldiers on 27 July. The next
nor ni ng, an UNPROFOR political officer spoke directly by radio to General M adic
and asked himabout M. Palic. He was told by the General that "Palic is dead"
A cl ose associate of General Madic, General Tolimr, reportedly ordered the
arrest and detention of three civilians, including the mayor of Zepa,

Mehned Haric, who had been negotiating with the Bosnian Serb authorities.

Di spl aced persons from Zepa al so said that General M adic had boarded at | east
one of the buses used in the expul sion of people fromthe enclave to give a
speech.

41. United Nations observers in Zepa reported that a | arge nunber of foreign
nercenaries, including Geeks and Russi ans, were present anong the Bosnian Serb
forces. There are also reports that many of the buses carrying di splaced peopl e
from Zepa canme from Serbia and carried |licence plates of the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avi a (Serbia and Mont enegro).

V. NORTHERN BOSNI A AND HERZEGOVI NA

A. Forced evictions

42. At |least 26,000 Croats and Muslins have been forced to | eave the Banja Luka
area since the beginning of August 1995. The evictions were carried out
essentially in two waves.

43. During August and Septenber of 1995, approximately 14,000 Croats and
6,000 Muslinms crossed fromBosnia into Croatia via the Sava river crossing at
Srbac/Davor. The situation in the Banja Luka area had deteriorated
significantly during the sane period. |In August, nore than 150,000 Serbs from
the Krajina region of Croatia crossed into northern Bosnia as a consequence of
Croatia's nmlitary offensive, although many of these refugees continued on to
t he Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro). In m d-Septenber,
sone 127,000 Serbs fled to the Banja Luka area as the Bosnian arny advanced in
western Bosnia. These people joined an estimated 14, 000 Bosni an Serbs who had
fled d anoc and Grahovo for Banja Luka in late July in the wake of the advance
by the joint Croatian/Bosnian-Croat forces. The arrival of |arge groups of Serb
di spl aced persons, by their presence and, in sone cases, by their acts,
exacerbated the climte of tension, which resulted in forced evictions,
especially of nenbers of the Croat minority. Many reports also attribute
additional pressure on the mnority comunity in the area to the arrival of
param litary forces | ed by Arkan

44. A second wave of evictions, far nore brutal in character, took place in
October. During one week in md-Cctober nore than 6,000 people were expelled
fromtheir homes in cities held by Bosnian Serb forces, such as Banja Luka,

Bj el ji na, Bosanska Dubi ca, Bosanski Novi, Doboj, Prijedor and Sanski Mbst.
Nearly all the displaced persons were Bosnian Muslins. They were forced to
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travel to Bosnian Governnent-held territory with as little as five mnutes
notice. Many had been expelled fromtheir honmes and forced to seek shelter

el sewhere in the area in the weeks prior to the nmass expul sion of people from
nort h-western Bosnia. The expul sion was carried out by both local civilian
authorities, including the local Red Cross, and Bosnian Serb mlitary police and
soldiers. Sone of the displaced persons also reported that nmenbers of Arkan's
param litary forces were involved. Qhers stated that Arkan's forces had
arrived in the weeks prior to the mass expul sion and that they had engaged in
harassnment, intimdation and robbery of |ocal residents, but were not present
during the expulsions. |In addition, the arrival of Bosnian Serbs displaced from
Drvar and Sipovo, which had recently been retaken by Bosni an governnent forces,
contributed to tensions in the region

45. Sone of the displaced people were relieved to be provided an opportunity to
| eave the area. For exanple, a nunber of those interviewed stated that they had
tried to leave for Croatia, but had been unable to do so, apparently as a result
of the closure of the Sava river crossing by Croatian authorities.

46. The Bosnian Serb authorities had earlier given assurances, including one in
a formal communication to | CRC dated 14 August 1995, that mnorities were free
to stay in or leave the territories under their control. According to these
assurances, the Bosnian Serb authorities further agreed that no one would be
subj ect to harassnent upon departure, that famlies would not be separated in
the course of the evacuation and that nen would not be kept behind to work on
the front lines. Subsequent events have shown that these commtnments were

viol ated on a massive scal e.

47. A group of roughly 40 civilians, mainly wonen, elderly nmen and children are
said to have been expelled fromBjeljina by a paramlitary unit called "Vojkan
Dj urkovic" on 12 October and arrived in Kladanj on 14 Qctober. No packing or
dressing was permtted and noney and jewels were stolen.

48. Residents of Bosanska Dubica consistently report that they were forced from
their homes on 10 Cctober and taken to a warehouse or hall, where they were

detai ned for a period ranging fromseveral hours to nore than half a day. There
are a nunber of reports that people were severely beaten, both during the forced
novenent fromtheir honmes and while they were detained. In addition, there are
consi stent reports that young women were taken fromthe group and raped. One
woman described that she was sel ected by a Bosnian Serb sol di er who asked to see
her hands. Wen he saw that her fingernails were polished, the soldier took the
woman to a field outside the hall where she was raped by three soldiers.

49. Many di spl aced persons from Bosanski Novi were expelled fromtheir hones
several weeks before they were ultimately transported in a convoy of 10 buses on
6 COctober to Bosnian Governnent-held territory. Wile some of those expelled
were allowed to return hone after several days, their novenents were severely
restricted and they were not pernmitted to | eave their residences. The situation
in Bosanski Novi reportedly deteriorated significantly upon the arrival of
nenbers of Arkan's paramilitary forces. Reports from Bosanski Novi have been
received to the effect that as many as 100 people were killed in the town before
t he mass expul sion occurred, allegedly because they had refused to | eave their
homes. These nmassacres, alleged to have occurred in the first week of Cctober

l...
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were attributed to paramlitary forces of Arkan and Seselj (M. Vojislav Seselj,
| eader of the Radical Party of Serbia).

50. In Prijedor, forced expul sions began on 5 Cctober. Sone of the displaced
persons were contacted by Bosnian Serb soldiers that night and ordered to
assenble in front of the Red Cross building in Prijedor the foll ow ng norning.

O her groups of displaced people were rounded up later in the week for convoys

| eaving the area during the period from8 to 11 Cctober. Force and threats were
frequently enployed. Several displaced persons described soldiers with rifles,
pi stol s and hand grenades ordering themto | eave i nmmedi ately or else they would
be killed. Many of the people expelled paid between 50 and 70 deut sche marks
for their travel

51. Muslimresidents of the village of Ljubija, south-west of Prijedor
reported being expelled fromtheir homes in the period from8 to 11 Cctober by
civilians who were arnmed in sone cases. Several displaced persons stated that

t hey believed residents of the village had gathered at a collection point in
town and travelled by bus to Prijedor. After a long wait in Prijedor, during
whi ch additional buses were added to the convoys, the displaced persons were
transported to the confrontation line. Residents of Ljubija also spoke of
harassnment, robbery and threats by nmenbers of Arkan's paramlitary forces. One
wonman said that two of Arkan's troops approached the convoy in Prijedor while
they were waiting to depart, insulted the passengers and denanded noney. One of
the soldiers bragged to her "Do you know who | an? My commander is Arkan."

52. In the Sanski Moyst area, a forced expul sion of many Musliminhabitants to
the village of Sehovici occurred three weeks before the di splaced persons were
forced fromthe area altogether. Residents of both Sanski Mst itself and
surroundi ng towns, including Kijevo, report that they were ordered to | eave
their honmes between 18 and 23 Septenber. Again, nmenbers of Arkan's paramlitary
forces were frequently identified by displaced persons as responsible for these
abuses.

53. There were a nunber of reports of threats, looting, rape and nurder. One
17-year-old girl said that Bosnian Serb nei ghbours had killed her parents on
21 Septenber. The girl fled with her sisters but was later forced to Sehovi ci
by Arkan's soldiers; she reported that she was raped. Another 17-year-old girl
al so said she had been raped. On 8 to 9 Cctober, displaced persons in Sehovici
were forced to board buses for transport to Bosnian Governnent-held territory.
The convoys were organi zed and escorted by Bosnian Serb sol di ers.

54. A sinmilar pattern of expul sion and abuse had occurred earlier in Doboj,
during the week of 19 to 26 Septenber. During that time, nearly 1,500 nostly
Musli mresidents of Doboj were forced by mlitary police to gather in a sports
stadi um on very short notice (5 mnutes to 2 hours), robbed of their val uabl es,
driven by bus to an area near the confrontation Iine and forced to walk a
distance of 10 to 15 miles in very difficult conditions. Several elderly
persons are reported to have di ed of exhaustion during the arduous trek. On
arrival in Bosnian government territory, sone of the displaced persons showed
cl ear signs of severe physical abuse.
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B. M ssing persons

55. Virtually all the displaced persons fromnorth-western Bosnia tell of the
separation of nen of mlitary age, although accounts vary as to when these
separations occurred. In many instances, nmen of nmilitary age were pernmitted to
board buses, but were taken away when the buses stopped en route. At other

| ocations, separations occurred at the collection points before the buses were
boarded. Based on these accounts, there is credible evidence that severa
hundred nmen were separated fromthe convoys. The fact that few men of mlitary
age arrived in Bosnian Government-held territory provides further support for

t hi s concl usi on.

56. Unlike in Srebrenica, however, there is also proof that some wounded and

ol der men were allowed to proceed. In addition, there are reports that famlies
were forced to pay DM 500 as ransomfor nmale fam |y nmenbers al though, in many
cases, Bosnian Serb soldiers allegedly took the noney but failed to rel ease the
detai ned man. I n some cases, Bosnian Serb sol diers appeared to be sel ecting
only the nost abl e-bodied nen: two men (aged 41 and 44) described being taken
of f buses but returned after they produced docunents show ng they had been
wounded while on forced | abour. They added that nen taken off the buses were
separated into two groups, one of which was allowed to return to the buses.

They described the men in the group who were not permtted to reboard as young
and abl e-bodi ed. One young man reported being able to avoid separation by

hi di ng under baggage on the bus. Estinmates of the nunber of nen taken off the
convoys from Prijedor and Banja Luka ranged from 10 to 35. In Bosanski Novi, an
estimated 50 nmen of mlitary age were reportedly separated fromtheir famlies
when they were assenbled for transport at the local bus station

57. Persons expelled fromthe Prijedor area reported that nmen were permtted to
travel on the convoy, but that many of the nen were ultimately separated from
the group at a stopping point near the confrontation line. On one convoy, three
buses arrived at the stopping point at the sane time. Most of the men of
mlitary age on the buses were taken off, but many of those originally taken
were returned. It was said that 10 nen fromthe three buses did not return.

58. A second group of displaced persons fromthe same area, who had travelled
on a larger convoy, reported that they had shared their experiences upon
arriving in the collection centre and calculated that 24 nmen were taken fromthe
11 buses in their convoy. Another woman reported that she had paid DM 500 for
her grandson who was taken of f the bus, but that he was not returned; on a

di fferent convoy, a woman said she paid DM 600 for her husband, but that he had
still been taken.

59. In Kijevo near Sanski Myst, the residents of the village - including men of
mlitary age - were |oaded onto trucks on 18 Septenber for forced novenment to
the village of Sehovici. Wen the trucks stopped in Sanski Modst on their way to
the village, an estimated 40 to 55 nmen were taken off. Additional nen were
separated fromtheir famlies in the days following the group's arrival in
Sehovici. One nother from Sanski Mst reported that her two sons had been taken
during the expulsion to Sehovici and were detained with hundreds of other nmen at
the ceramcs factory nearby. She said she was able to visit themand reported
that they had been beaten and brui sed.
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60. O her displaced persons who had been expelled to Sehovici reported that
addi ti onal men were taken off the convoy that |eft from Sehovici during the
night of 8/ 9 Cctober at a stop near a fuel station 15 to 20 m nutes after
departure. At that point, the nen were taken off the buses but then returned.
At a second stop about 20 minutes later, nen of military age were again taken
of f the buses, but this tinme they were not returned. The nunber of nen taken
was estinmated by the displaced persons to be between 35 and 50. Sol diers cane
onto the buses and said that, if all men fromthe age of 17 to 65 did not get
off, they would "be in real trouble."

61. In total, several hundred men were probably separated fromthe convoys
carrying the nost recent wave of displaced people expelled fromnorthern Bosni a.
In addition to the men separated fromthe convoys, nmen who were away from hone
serving on forced | abour crews at the tinme the mass expul sion occurred were al so
reported as mssing upon the arrival of their famlies in Bosnian governnent
territory, bringing the nunber of m ssing persons to between 1,200 and 2, 000.

In meetings with United States Assistant Secretary of State John Shattuck in
early Novenber, Bosnian Serb authorities conceded that there are approxi mately
400 Bosni ans nmissing fromthe Banja Luka area, and that another 1,000 Bosni ans
had been conscripted for forced | abour, detained or were "honel ess".

62. Many of the people who remain mssing are probably still conscripted for
forced | abour by Bosnian Serb authorities. Ohers may be detained outright,
despite the fact that they are civilians, for use in future prisoner exchanges.
Based on credible testinmony fromnen who were held in Sanski Mst and physica
evi dence found when Bosnian forces took the town last nmonth, it is likely that
an unknown nunber of the nmen reported as m ssing have been summarily executed.

C. Forced | abour

63. As noted, many of the nen now reported as m ssing were not taken from buses
during the expul sions, but rather conscripted for forced | abour and were away
fromtheir homes at the time the expul sions occurred. Like the nen separated
fromthe convoys, however, the fate of those taken for forced | abour remains
unknown.

64. Displaced persons report that virtually all nmen of mlitary age were

requi red by Bosnian Serb authorities to performforced | abour at sonme point
during the last three years. Wile a small nunber of those conscripted went to
work in factories or on other jobs, the magjority of the nmen served on crews
constructing trenches. The nbst common pattern of conscription involved a
period of two or three nmonths' service, followed by a hone | eave of severa
weeks. One woman reported that her husband had been back froma period of
forced | abour for only five days when they were forcibly expelled from Sansk
Most; her husband was again separated fromhis fam |y between Sehovici and the
confrontation line. According to reports, Bosnian Mislins were given a choice
between fighting in the mlitary and forced | abour; the great majority chose the
latter.

65. Bosnian Muslimwonen al so reportedly had to performforced | abour
especially in the last several nonths. The conditions for forced | abour by
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worren, however, apparently differed fromthose of nen. Wnen were reportedly
required to work on a daily basis, but could return honme in the evenings. The
tasks comonly performed included cl eaning and factory work. One displaced
person fromLjubija stated that virtually everyone except primary schoo
children had sone work obligations.

66. Another man said that, while originally only younger nen had been forced to
work, in recent nonths, older men had been conscripted as well. For exanpl e,
there were reports that all adults in Bosanska Dubica, including the elderly and
sick, were called for forced | abour after the shelling of the town in

m d- Septenber. The primary tasks involved repairing shell damage; sone of the
workers were required to fix damage to roofs, putting themat risk from sniper
fire.

67. Forced | abourers were reportedly required to work in extrenely difficult
and dangerous conditions. Two displaced persons interviewed in Zenica had been
shot while digging trenches at the front lines; one of the nen said the advance
trench he was digging near Brcko was only 70 to 100 netres from Bosni an
governnent troops. Both wounded nen said they received appropriate nedical care
for their injuries. One of the nen stated that he had to work at times for

48 hours without interruption and that he had been subjected to very severe
beatings by their Bosnian Serb guards.

D. Sunmmary executions

68. A nunber of displaced persons reported having seen bodies of people who had
di ed during the expulsion. In nost cases, the displaced persons interviewed
were not able to identify the cause of death; many attri buted the deaths of

el derly persons to exhaustion rather than execution. One man described having
been ordered by Bosnian Serb soldiers to wap a body in a blanket and carry it
to Bosni an Governnent-held territory with the assistance of two other nen. The
victimwas a worman, estinmated to be 40 to 45 years old. The nman said that the
body was uncl othed fromthe wai st down, and that there were bruises around the
victims neck, indicating death by strangul ati on

69. Sonme of the nobst conpelling evidence regardi ng possible executions in
northern Bosnia involves the area of Sanski Mst. The fact that Bosni an
governnent forces gained control of the town enabl ed international organizations
and journalists to seek evidence corroborating reports of human rights abuses in
the area. European Community Mnitoring Mssion (ECM) teans visited Sansk

Most in the days after the Bosnian Serb arny retreated and found the bodi es of
120 civilian men at a nunber of different locations. O the dead, 82 had been
shot, 11 appeared to have been killed by severe blows to the head, 2 had been
shot and stabbed and the cause of death of the remaining 25 was not inmmediately
known. In one detention facility, an ECMM team found the bodies of 11 nen
dressed in worknen's clothes piled in one room all 11 had apparently been
execut ed.

70. Indications are that nany of the executed men had been in the Sanski Mbst
area serving on forced | abour brigades of Bosnian Serb forces. According to
eyewi t ness accounts, between 350 and 400 nmen were held from 21 Septenber unti

l...
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10 COctober in the Sanakeram ceramcs factory in Donji Kamengrad, 4 kil onetres
west of Sanski Mbost. Miuslimcivilians released during a prisoner exchange

bet ween t he Bosni an governnent and Bosnian Serb armies that took place on

30 Cctober in Koprivna, 6 kilonetres north of Sanski Mst, were interviewed by
i nternational observers and said they had w tnessed executions while in
captivity.

71. According to these witnesses, a group of 12 Muslimcivilians detained in

t he Sanakeram factory were taken out behind the building and, after having been
severely beaten, were shot at close range. |n another incident, a guard fired
through a gl ass window into the room and one man was killed. The internationa
observers reported seeing the ricochet mark on the wall and the bl ood stain.
Separately, three bodies were reportedly found burnt in an industrial oven in
the factory. It was reported that many of the guards at the factory appeared to
belong to Arkan's paramlitary forces

72. Another witness interviewed said that he had survived an execution
According to his account, during the night of 21/22 Septenber he was taken,
together with seven other Muslins, by Arkan's nen in a truck in an unknown
direction. They were handcuffed by pairs. After several kilonmetres, the truck
stopped and the soldiers ordered two Muslins to get off the truck. Shots were
heard and the soldiers returned alone to the truck. Then the w tness was
ordered to get off the truck, together with the nman who was handcuffed to him
and they were taken to the basenent of a house. There the witness saw sonme dead
bodies lying on the floor, which was covered with blood. He was then told to
stand against the wall and was shot. He felt a strong pain on his left side,
close to his heart and fell down. He pretended to be dead, while the other nen
in the truck were al so brought in by pairs and execut ed.

E. lnvolvenent of paranmilitary forces

73. The presence of paranmilitary forces, in particular units of Arkan and, to a
| esser extent, of Seselj, was observed in the whole area during the period
described. Arkan units are said to have arrived in the Sanski Mst area during
the third week of Septenmber in buses with Vukovar l|icence plates, raising
tensions, including through harassnment, killing and rape, and provoki ng massive
expul sions. At the beginning of Cctober, Arkan units are said to have noved to
t he Bosanski Novi area and their presence seens to have substantially changed
the situation, as many Serbs, who until the arrival of these units had been
friendly towards the Muslins, becane hostile out of fear. Nunerous statements
gi ven by refugees and di spl aced persons interviewed by international observers,
i ncluding the nedia, indicated the presence of paramlitary units of Arkan.
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V.  OBSERVATI ONS

74. As if the savagery of the war in the Bal kans since 1991 was not enough, the
past few nonths have seen further despicable acts of cruelty and viol ence, as
illustrated by the catal ogue of reported atrocities described in the present
report. This and other reports provide undeni abl e evi dence of a consi stent
pattern of summary executions, rape, nmass expul sions, arbitrary detentions,
forced | abour and | arge-scal e di sappearances. In this, the United Nations Year
of Tol erance, the events of the past few nonths in Srebrenica, Zepa, Banja Luka,
Sanski Mst and el sewhere in fornmer Yugoslavia have anply denonstrated manki nd's
tragic capability for intolerance and inhunanity.

75. The full horror has yet to be properly investigated and reveal ed. Access
to the areas in question by the relevant United Nations and other internationa
organi zations and institutions, including the Special Rapporteur of the

Commi ssion on Human Rights and the human rights field officers depl oyed by
UNHCHR/ UNPF, is crucial. The international conmmunity should insist that the
Bosni an Serb | eadership give full cooperation to all relevant internationa
nechani sns in order that these events may be thoroughly investigated and the
truth established.

76. On 16 Novenber 1995, the International Tribunal for the Prosecution of
Persons Responsi bl e for Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law in
the Territory of the Former Yugoslavia issued further indictments against the
Bosni an Serb | eaders Radovan Karadzic and Ratko Madic for their direct and

i ndi vidual responsibilities for the atrocities conmtted agai nst the Bosnian
Musl i m popul ation of Srebrenica in July 1995 after the fall of the enclave to
Bosnian Serb forces. They are charged with genocide, crines against humanity
and violations of the |aws or custons of war.

77. It is inperative that the Prosecutor be provided with the ability and
powers to gather the necessary evidence effectively and swiftly in a formthat
can be presented in court to the International Tribunal. Moreover, States have
an obligation to take the actions needed to create the conditions essential for
the Tribunal to performthe task for which it has been created.

78. The noral responsibility of the international comunity is heavy indeed.
The worl d surely must not allow such acts to go unpuni shed, wherever and by
whoever they are committed. |If it does, these and simlar crines will happen
agai n.



