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Indicates the interest of the Parliamentary Committee for Human Rights and Rights of National
Minorities, which carefully follows and addresses the reports to the responsible UN bodies and the
alternative report of the civil society, which is particularly expressed in terms of monitoring the UPR
— in the report preparation phase and in the phase of implementing recommendations.

For example: MFEA published the URP recommendations, and the OGE published the CEDAE; the
MI placed a banner for the European Human Rights Court and ensured access to other reports in the
area of human rights.

OGE still has six employees and its financing was reduced by 12% in comparison to 2011.

During 2011-2014, the Judicial Academy (JA) organised training for judicial officials; i.e. for 30
officials in 2011, 100 in 2012 and 278 in 2013/14 on the application and alignment of legislation with
the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR). The State school for judicial officials held two
workshops (51 attendees) in 2013/14 on criminal law and the civil law aspects of ECHR. Through the
programme of the Council of Europe, an online course is currently underway for judicial officials on
the ECHR and Court. A total of 14 Croatian judicial officials participated in three workshops in
Florence (2013) as part of the project “European judicial cooperation through the practice of national
courts in the protection of fundamental rights”. In 2014, two JA projects were approved: education of
judicial officials on the EU Charter on fundamental rights, and on the rights of children.

Subjects taught also include the Constitution, misdemeanour law (asylum; domestic violence) and
criminal law (hate crimes, crimes against humanity and human dignity — terrorism, slavery, human
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trafficking), and education and training is provided on 'police authority' (particularly application
towards children and foreigners; ethics and the code of conduct) and specialist courses (human
trafficking, hate crimes), while at the High Police School, the courses: Human rights and police
authority, and Police Ethics are taught (each of 45 hours).

In October 2014, the publication “Recommendation CM/Rec(2007)13 of the Committee of Ministers
to Member States on gender mainstreaming in education and the Memorandum with substantiation”
was distributed at the meeting of primary school principals in the City of Zagreb. This publication
was printed by the OGE in 2010 and is regularly disseminated.

The Constitutional Act on the Rights of National Minorities (CARNM), Labour Act, Act on Same-
sex Unions, Criminal Code (including the prevention of all forms of discrimination in proceedings),
Free Legal Aid Act, and the National Programme on the protection and promotion of human rights
2013-2016.

Through the mediation of the JA, 9 judicial officials received training on the EU directives on
discrimination at the Academy for European Law (Trier) over a three-year period. In 2011, 30
judicial officials participated at the JA seminar “Together against the discrimination of LGBTIQ
persons”. In 2014, the JA held 6 workshops on laws in the area of combating discrimination and
gender equality, for a total of 72 participants.

Reference to the IPA project “Establishing a comprehensive system for protecting against
discrimination” with five regional round tables, with the participation of the media that contributed to
raising awareness in electronic and printed reports on the appearance, prevention and mechanisms of
discrimination.

The project “Stimulating equality on the Croatian labour market” from 2010 (CES in cooperation
with OHRRNM and research institutions) resulted in the “Collection of good practices in combating
discrimination and promoting diversity on the labour market” and the “Guidelines” of the same time,
for including anti-discrimination into labour market policies. Research was conducting among
unemployed persons and employers on discrimination on six bases (gender, age, disability, ethnicity,
religious affiliation and sexual orientation).

The project “Stimulating diversity on the Croatian labour market” (in partnership between the
OHRRNM and civil society and the Institute for Development of the Labour Market) from 2011 was
aimed at strengthening capacities of stakeholders on the labour market (employers, CES, unions,
coordination for human rights and committees for gender equality), managing diversity and raising
awareness of discrimination. A special award was introduced for the best practice among employers
in employing persons of vulnerable groups.

In 2012, five regional round tables were organised as part of the project “Equality in diversity”
(OHRRNM, CES, and Office of the Ombudsman), with three components: strengthening participants
in the labour market for implementing anti-discrimination principles; Advising employers on anti-
discrimination; Anti-discrimination campaigns at the national level. A network of regional anti-
discrimination contact points has also been established for the purpose of informing and advising,
and connecting with the ombudsman. Employers received support for the development of anti-
discrimination tools for human resource management and individual training on recognising
discrimination. A brochure on examples of anti-discrimination practice was published.

See: PART Il — paragraph 8.

At the Glina penitentiary, a new facility for 420 prisoners was built (7 rooms adapted for persons
with disabilities) and the kitchen was adapted, and the adaptation of the old facility is underway. The
old block for accommodation in semi-open conditions and the prisoner visitor’s centre were fully
refurbished. Intensive preparations are underway for the construction of additional capacities at the
Zagreb prison (loan agreement with the CES and drafting of the project documentation). At the
Bjelovar prison, reconstruction of accommodation units, the kitchen and archives began in 2012, and
a construction permit was obtained for expansion of the accommodation capacities.

“Support to the Croatian prison system” (EUR 4.69 million) for the improvement of infrastructure
and for education of the staff of the Administration and IT equipping of the Administration, and for
assistance in the rehabilitation of juveniles at the Turopolje Juvenile Detention Centre.

The condition of appointment of judges in first instance course is completion of the State School for
Judicial Officials (attaining knowledge for responsible and independent work), and the foundation for
further promotion (appointment to higher courts) is a transparent assessment of the competent court
council on the work of the judge. The Standards from the Constitutional amendments (2010) were
strengthened by amendments to the Courts Act, Act on the SJC (increasing transparency in the
appointment of judges, with detailed explanations — points from structured interviews), Act on the
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State Attorney’s Office, and will be maintained in the future reorganisation of the network of first
instance judicial bodies (2015).

Representatives: MJ, Croatian Supreme Court, State Attorney's Office of RC, SJC, State Attorney's
Council, JA, Croatian Judges Association, Croatian Court Advisors’ and Articled Clerks Association,
Croatian Bar Association, municipal and count courts.

See: PART Il — paragraph 3.

See: Part Il — paragraph 4.

Includes: co-financing textbooks; transport for secondary school pupils whose families are entitled to
support; housing in pupil's dorms if the family is entitled to support or has an average monthly
income below the census level; university study if the children were users of the right to permanent
accommodation.

In Dubrovnik in March 2014, Croatia hosted of the Council of Europe conference “Growing with
Children’s Rights” aimed at assessing the progress of this Strategy, and identifying future priorities.
Broken down into four goals: (i) consistent protection of children's rights through the application of a
standard of high quality social services, with an individualised approach towards the needs of the
child; (ii) preserving the child's feeling of identity and continuously maintaining contact with the
family and significant persons, pursuant to the child's best interests; (iii) high quality and coordinated
activity and intersectoral cooperation of all systems responsible for the provision of child services in
alternative care/biological families, for the purpose of ensuring a return to the family or finding a
better solution (adoption or permanent foster care); (iv) preparation of the child for leaving care and
beginning an independent life.

Refers to the ratification of the Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation
and Sexual Abuse, and the signing of the Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against
Women and Domestic Violence.

In 2013, the Conference on violence in schools was also organised for experts, teachers and
principals, with an interactive transmission for the public (identified the problems and risks for the
appearance of violence and priorities, with the aim of prevention).

Juvenile detention is carried out in a separate ward of the PoZega penitentiary (closed/semi-open
conditions) and the Valtura penitentiary (open conditions). Correctional measures laid down in the
correction ward are also executed at the Juvenile Correctional Facility in Turopolje and the Juvenile
Correctional Facility in Pozega (minors may be categorised into correctional groups: positively
stimulated groups in open conditions, correctional groups in semi-open conditions, or correctional
groups with increased care and supervision in closed conditions).

Pertains to the jails at: Bjelovar, Dubrovnik, Gospi¢, Karlovac, Osijek, Pozega, Pula, Rijeka, Sisak,
Split, Varazdin, Zadar, Zagreb and the prison and jail in Sibenik.

At the beginning of the 2012/13 school year, the following number of Roma children were recorded:
455 in kindergartens (222 girls and 233 boys); 356 in preschools (170 girls and 186 boys); 5173 in
primary schools (2561 girls and 2612 boys); 480 in the first grade of 3-year secondary school
programmes (194 girls and 286 boys), with a total of 503 in secondary education (207 girls and 296
boys). As an indicator, it should be emphasised that the number of pupils has increased four-fold
since 2005, and that the gender ratio is even.

Roma parents receive co-financing for kindergartens for children, and for extended school care,
extracurricular activities, additional lessons in the Croatian language, and assistance for Roma
assistants for school pupils. In secondary school, all pupils receive a stipend of EUR 652 per year
(EUR 392 for those repeating a grade). A stipend of EUR 1034 per year has been secured for those in
tertiary education, that have proclaimed themselves as members of the Roma national minority.

The project “I have a choice” is implemented in schools in Zagreb and in Medimurje County (MI in
cooperation with civil societies and the Croatian Red Cross) with the purpose of socialisation of
Roma children (teaching the culture of dialogue, non-violence, human rights and non-discrimination)
and creating a positive relation towards the police as facilitators. Also, the MSPY is a partner of the
UNICEEF office in the implementation of the project “See them differently, love them the same”,
aimed at improving foster case for Roma children and stimulating foster care within the Roma
community (implementation over 6 months to February 2015 in the Medimurje, Varazdin and Istrian
Counties).

For the special project implemented by police entitled “Living my life without violence®, see PART
Il — paragraph 7.

More details on the Plan are provided in the section on children’s rights.

See: PART Il — paragraph 5 for support to the process via the EU.
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Of which: 71 beneficiaries of the Zagreb Rehabilitation Centre and 93 beneficiaries of the Stanci¢
Rehabilitation Centre. It should be emphasized that 14 beneficiaries within the regionalisation
process have been included in the organised housing programme in the areas they come from, three
beneficiaries have been returned to their biological families, and one has been housed with a foster
family.

A total of 281 beneficiaries are included in the organised housing programme of social welfare
homes, and 97 beneficiaries in the organised housing programme secured by the civil society.

Two homes for mentally ill adults, ‘Breznica Pakovacka’ (124 beneficiaries) and the ‘Dragocajac
Family Home’ (22 beneficiaries) have been closed. In the transfer of beneficiaries, the principle of an
individual approach and cooperation with beneficiaries was followed, for the purpose of finding a
permanent form of care.

See: PART Il — paragraph 6.

Of which: 35 associations for the period 2010-2013; 52 associations for the period 2011-2014; 12
institutional supports for the Federation of Associations for Persons with Disabilities; 30 projects of
associations for persons with disabilities.

For: 631 beneficiaries using personal assistance services; 52 sign language interpreters; 16 seeing
accompaniments for the blind.

Since the establishment of the human trafficking prevention system (2002), RC successfully
cooperates with the CoE, OSCE, ICMPD, UNDOC, UN mechanisms, including the Human Rights
Council, and uses IPA projects to adapt the system.

Specifically: 14 councillors and 24 representatives of the Albanian NM; 22 councillors and 15
representatives of the Bosnian NM; 1 representative of the Bulgarian NM; 7 councillors and 6
representatives of the Montenegrin NM; 12 councillors and 10 representatives of the Czech NM; 19
councillors and 20 representatives of the Hungarian NM; 4 councillors and 9 representatives of the
Macedonian NM; 2 councillors and 6 representatives of the German NM; 1 representative of the
Polish NM; 17 councillors and 11 representatives of the Roma NM; 2 representatives of the Russian
NM; 4 councillors and 2 representatives of the Ruthenian NM; 6 councillors and 6 representatives of
the Slovak NM; 9 councillors and 13 representatives of the Slovenian NM; 143 councillors and 24
representatives of the Serbian NM; 13 councillors and 10 representatives of the Italian NM; 1
councillor and 8 representatives of the Ukrainian NM and 1 representative of the Jewish NM.

In 2012, a total of 12,990 officials and employees worked in the executive bodies of LSG (an
increase of 75): 594 or 4.57% were members of one of the 22 NM (increase of 2); 71 or 0.55% were
of unknown affiliation (increase of 10) and 3 or 0.023% of officials and employees were of the
Islamic affiliation (increase of 1). The highest number are Serbs (331), and Italians (90), followed by
Bosnians (43), Hungarians (32), Slovenians (25), Czechs (20), Montenegrins (15), Slovaks (9),
Macedonians (8), Germans (6), Ruthenians (3), Albanians (3), Roma and Jewish (2 each), and one
representative each of the Austrian, Bulgarian, Polish, Romanian and Russian NMs.

Following the reported derogation of employment by counties, round tables were organised (in
Osijek, Vukovar, Gospic¢) for the purpose of encouraging minority representatives to take advantage
of their right to preference in employment in those bodies (Art. 22, CARNM).

As part of the organisation to mark the 10th anniversary of the adoption of the CARNM, a formal
commemoration was held and attended by experts, representatives of SAB, representatives of
minorities, members of minority associations, representatives of local and regional governments, and
members of the council of national minorities. An analysis of the status was presented.

For example, the Medimurje Police Directorate, in line with the Strategy, adopted a programme of
preventative measures to increase security and social inclusion of the Roma. Implementation of the
project “Increasing citizen awareness for the purpose of more effective implementation of the
CARNM, combating stereotypes and prejudices towards the Roma” is under implementation, while
workshops were held to affirm the issues of status rights of the Roma and statelessness.

In September 2014, under the organisation of the “Roma Association”, the police became actively
involved in the project “TRAvel — Travel, Variety, Equality and Learning”, which encompasses the
prevention of all types of violence, legal regulation and information on the responsible institutions
that offer support to potential victims. The target groups are young people (including the Roma) from
Croatia, Hungary and France, and their leaders.

At the commemoration of Human Rights Day in 2012, a round table was organised in Zagreb in
cooperation with the CoE (as part of the “Enough” campaign) on the prejudices towards the Roma,
aimed at raising awareness and overcoming stereotypes. The campaign promotes the informative and
educational roles of the media in combating discrimination and raising the awareness of journalists on
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the importance of promoting anti-discrimination messages in the media. In 2012, financial support
was provided to the Festival on human rights films (and two discussions were held: “Roma in
Europe” and “Roma in film and visual arts)”.

The office has financed the drafting of the internet portal for young Roma women, aimed at providing
information in the area of education and employment. Also, financial support has gone to the work of
the Croatian Club of Albanian Women 'Queen Teuta', to organise the regional cultural event '‘Queen
Teuta'.

Particularly through representatives in the National Minority Council, and 9 councillors and 13
representatives of the Slovenian national minority, and through the Federation of Slovenian Societies.
The programmes of 10 Slovenian cultural societies are financed from the budget.

‘World Refugee Day' is commemorated and a round table was organised on the life and customs of
this population, including exhibits and sporting activities. In 2013, MI held a workshop on the need
for media coverage on asylum seekers, asylees and migrants. In 2013, Croatia successfully chaired
the “MARRI Initiative”, which encompasses the areas of migration, asylum, border management,
visa regime, consular aspects and the return of displaced persons, with the aim of improving the
movements of people in the Western Balkans.

For 212 families, addresses have been determined, though the accommodations are not yet accessible;
for 407 families, securing accommodations is underway, while the remaining 5505 cases are
unresolved applications by former holders of tenancy rights have been forwarded to the first degree
state administration bodies.

In detail: 3 exile/refugee settlements; 2 hotels; 2 facilities for the care of the elderly, sick and infirm;
4 social and health care institutions (capacity 14 persons). The plan envisages care for 217 families,
as follows: at the time of realisation (40 refugee families from Kosovo accommodated in the refugee
settlement Mala Gorica are awaiting the move to the new Dumace settlement); 41 in the housing care
programme; 106 in the social welfare system; 2 pursuant to the Reconstruction Act. Another 9
families are awaiting the determination of the type of permanent solution; for 18 who have secured
accommodation, the procedures of moving out of the organised housing is being initiated.

In 2012, 12 organised return convoys were carried out for 23 families (29 persons) from Serbia into
Croatia. In 2013, 15 convoys were organised for 28 families (28 persons), and in 2014, 7 convoys for
14 families (14 persons).

See: PART Il — paragraph 8.

The capacities of the Zagreb Shelter for Asylum Seekers has been expanded and permits the
accommodation of an additional 600 persons. In June 2014, the renovations to the Kutina Shelter for
Asylum Seekers was completed, which is intended for the housing of families, unaccompanied
minors, and other vulnerable groups of asylum seekers. Also, the Jezevo Foreigners Reception Centre
is undergoing renovations to improve the existing capacities.

The service secures: psychological assistance and information on the rights of victims and witnesses;
mediation in securing the physical protection of witnesses in war crimes cases who come to Croatia
from abroad to testify, and for witness from Croatia who testify abroad; notifies victims, witnesses
and their families of the release of prisoners; performs technical tasks for the Board for monetary
compensation to the victims of criminal acts pursuant to the Act of the same name; allocates just
monetary compensation for unfounded arrests and the unjustified conviction of persons. Its task is
also the institutionalisation and development of the support system within the judiciary, and the
coordination of the work of departments for the support to victims and witnesses in courts.

There are seven Departments for support to victims and witnesses in the county courts (Zagreb,
Vukovar, Sisak, Zadar, Osijek, Split and Rijeka).

Evident in the final report of Chief Prosecutor Brammertz to the UN Security Council and from the
final annual report presented in October 2014 by Tribunal president Meron to the UN General
Assembly.

See: SAORC website.
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