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This report is produced by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in collaboration with humanitarian 
partners. It covers the period of 23 - 29 May 2015, unless otherwise noted. The next report will be published on or around 5 June.  

Highlights1 
● Sporadic fighting continues around Donetsk city, 

Shyrokyne and Avdiivka in Donetska oblast as well as 
Shastia, Stanitsa Luhanska and Papasna in Luhanska 
oblast.  

● Two civilians were killed and another injured by landmines 
in non-government controlled areas of Donetska oblast 
and another civilian was injured near Sievierodonetsk in 
Luhanska oblast last week. 

● Funding for humanitarian operations remains low: only 29 
percent of US$316 required for Humanitarian Response 
Plan (HRP) 2015 is funded or pledged.  

Key figures: 

 
Situation Overview 

Shelling and exchanges of fire between the Ukrainian armed forces and armed groups continued in several 
locations. These include areas around Donetsk, and near Shyrokyne, 20km east of Mariupol, Peski, Opytnoe, and 
Avdiivka in Donetska oblast (province). In Luhanska oblast, fighting and shelling was reported in Shastia, Stanitsa 
Luhanska and Papasna areas. Localised shelling continues to damage basic services infrastructure, leaving many 
civilians without access to safe water, power and other essential services. The Governor of the Luhanska oblast 
said, on 25 May, that a main water supply pipe was damaged due to fighting in Rodina village, near the line of 
contact between government forces and armed groups. This will result in a significant part of non-government 
controlled areas from Pervomaisk to Kransiy Luch (including Stakhanov, Bryanka, Alchevsk, Antratsit, Kirovsk) 
remaining without water supply. On 26 May, the gas pipeline was damaged due to shelling near Lobachove 
village, with maintenance unable to start due to the threat of new fighting in the area. 
 
All this comes against the backdrop of an increase in the number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) across 
Ukraine. On 27 May, the number of IDPs registered by the Ministry of Social Policy (MoSP) reached 1,315,625 
people. This is an increase of almost 16,000 people compared to the previous week. Ukraine is in the "top ten" of 
countries in terms of the number of IDPs, according to the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC). 
Similarly, the number of Ukrainian nationals who have fled to neighbouring countries continues to rise. According 
to the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), by 28 May about 867,000 Ukrainians had sought asylum, residence permits 
or other forms of legal stay in neighbouring countries – an increase of about 10,000 people over the past two 
weeks. This means that since April 2014, up to 2.2 million Ukrainians, including registered IDPs and those who 
fled the country, have been uprooted by the conflict.  
 
Unexploded ordnances (UXOs) and landmines in the conflict-affected area continue to pose a major threat to the 
lives of civilians. Over the past week, reports received indicate that two civilians were killed and another injured by 
a landmine explosion near Illovaisk, in non-government controlled areas of Donetska oblast. On 25 May, one 
civilian was injured after stepping on a landmine in the tree line close to a trolleybus depot in Sievierodonetsk in 

                                                 
1
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. Internal 

Displacement data was provided by the Ministry of Social Policy of Ukraine as of 6 April 2015.  
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Luhanska oblast. Some residents report presence of mines between Hryhorivka and Marynivka, in the non-
government controlled areas of Donetska oblast. A resident reported having suffered serious injuries after he 
stepped on a landmine in an agricultural field located between Hryhorivka and Novopetrivka (80km east of 
Donetsk city). Village inhabitants reportedly collect UXOs and mines by hand and store them at the edge of the 
agricultural field.  
 
Between mid-April 2014 and 30 May 2015, at least 6,417 people have been documented as killed and 15,962 as 
wounded in the conflict zone of eastern Ukraine.2  
 
On 26 May, the Governor of Luhanska oblast issued a new order on tightening control over the contact line to 
prevent unauthorised crossing by pedestrians and vehicles outside of identified corridors. The order instructs law 
enforcement entities “to take comprehensive measures for stopping unauthorized passage of pedestrians across 
the line of contact in the following directions: Stanitsa Luhanska – Luhansk; Shastia – Luhansk; Zhovte – 
Lobachevo; Tryokhizbenka – Slovyanoserbsk”. In addition, the order states that by 28 May, ferry operations 
between Lobachevo and Zhovte settlements should be dismantled.  
 
Meanwhile, the shipment of humanitarian cargo and movement of humanitarian staff into non-government 
controlled areas continues only through Kurakhove checkpoint in Donetska oblast. Logistics Cluster vehicles are 
not required to join the queue of other vehicles as ‘humanitarian lane’ where checkpoint staff allows Logistic 
Cluster trucks to pass freely after inspection and paperwork has been established. Between 28 April and 27 May, 
157 metric tonnes (MT) of humanitarian cargo were transported by the Logistics Cluster into non-government 
controlled areas of Donetska and Luhanska oblasts. This mainly included hygiene kits, medical equipment, 
constructing materials, clothes, kitchen sets.  

Funding  
Following the launch of the revised Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) 2015 for Ukraine on 25 February, which 
appeals to the generosity of the international community to fund life-saving activities targeting 3.2 million people 
across Ukraine, as of 29 May donors funded or pledged around US$91 million, or 29 percent of the $316 million 
required. This includes $60 million (19 per cent) that has been disbursed, while another $31.1 million has been 
pledged (9.9 per cent), but not yet disbursed.  

On 23 May, the US Government announced an additional contribution of $18 million worth of humanitarian 
assistance to Ukraine to support activities of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM), and the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA).  

                                                 
2 This is a conservative estimate of the UN Human Rights Mission in Ukraine (HRMU) and the World Health Organization based on available 
official data: casualties of the Ukrainian armed forces as reported by the Ukrainian authorities; 298 people from flight MH-17; and casualties 
reported by medical establishments of Donetska and Luhanska oblasts: civilians and some members of the armed groups. The HRMU and 
WHO believe that the actual numbers of fatalities are considerably higher.  
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On 28 May, a convoy of 101 vehicles from the Russian Federation arrived in areas beyond Government control to 
deliver aid. This includes more than 1,000 MT of food, construction materials and medicines, according to the 
Russian Federation Government. 

OCHA records all humanitarian contributions through its Financial Tracking Service (FTS). Please register your 
contributions by emailing fts@un.org or through the online contribution form at fts.unocha.org.  

Humanitarian Response website (http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/ukraine) aims to strengthen 
information sharing among the humanitarian community in Ukraine and beyond. It is easy to navigate and provides 
useful overview of contacts, events/meetings, key documents, maps and infographics, statistics and other 
operational data. Each cluster has a dedicated page to upload cluster-specific information.  

 

 

For further information, please contact: 
Alimbek Tashtankulov, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, Kyiv I tashtankulov@un.org I +380 95 284 7322 
Jake Morland, Desk Officer, New York I morland@un.org  I +1 212 963 2066  
 
OCHA Ukraine situation updates and other reports are available at: http://reliefweb.int/country/ukr 
To be added or removed from this situation update mailing list, please e-mail: Kutsel@un.org, kalinina@un.org  


