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access women either for assessments or aid delivery due to restrictions on female mobility and less availability of 
female aid workers. Conservative socio-cultural norms prevalent in some areas compound these difficulties.   

Although partners generally agree that access constraints – particularly in the north – eased somewhat in 2014, 
serious concerns remain that restrictions could re-surface or intensify, particularly in areas where Government 
authority has been compromised. These concerns are especially prominent among partners working on protection 
issues and in areas where de facto authority figures have changed. They are also prominent regarding the potential 
politicization of humanitarian aid, which must remain neutral, impartial and independent. Even perceived 
politicization of aid programmes could lead to a pronounced reduction in international and local partners‟ ability to 
access areas of need.    

 
Access constraints and severity of humanitarian need by Governorate (2014) 
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The cumulative impact of access constraints has proved difficult to track in the absence of an access monitoring 
framework and data collection system. Partners agree on the need to develop these tools as a matter of priority, 
with special attention to facilitating incident reporting and capturing the impact of all incidents – including non-
security related restrictions – on aid delivery.   

Security constraints 

Security incidents affecting humanitarian operations increased in 2014, particularly as conflict deepened in Amran 
and Al Jawf and reached Sana‟a in the second half of the year. In May 2014, 126 incidents of active hostilities were 
recorded, significantly more than the 110 monthly average since 2012. (Data are not yet available for the period 
after May 2014.) The uptick in conflict in Amran, Al Jawf, Marib, Sana‟a, Al Bayda and Ibb Governorates indicates 


