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Chapter 1.
General Provisions

Article 1. Main Terms Used in the Present Law and Teir Definitions

Accreditation of the mass medium’s journalist —faomation of the right of a mass
medium’s journalist to cover actions organized bates bodies, political parties, other
public associations, other legal persons as welbthgr events taking place in the
territory of and outside the Republic of Belarus.

Type of the mass medium — a newspaper, magazingngh), bulletin, a radio,
television, video or newsreel program, another doatibn of informational reports
and/or materials (programs), having a periodic atigr and intended for uncertain
number of persons.

Video, newsreel program — combination of audio,ieidual informational reports
and/or materials (programs), having a permandataiid periodic character.

Issuance of the mass medium — coming out of agatintass medium, mass medium
disseminated through the global computer netwot&rivet or putting on air television,
radio-broadcasting mass medium.

Editor-in-chief (editor) of the mass medium — thee€ of a legal person which is
entrusted with functions of the editorial boardlté mass medium or a person authorized
by the editor.



Foreign mass medium’s journalist — a natural persogaged in collection, editing,
creation (preparation) of informational reports /andnaterials for a legal person which
is entrusted with functions of the editorial boafdthe mass medium, registered outside
the Republic of Belarus, who is connected with tbgal person through labor relations
and has accreditation in the Republic of Belarus.

Mass medium’s journalist — a natural person engagembllection, editing, creation
(preparation) of informational reports and/or miaisr for the legal person which is
entrusted with functions of the editorial boardtleé mass medium, who is connected
with that legal person through labor or other cactal relations.

Foreign mass medium — a mass medium registeretledt® Republic of Belarus.

Information agency — a legal person carrying outection, creation (preparation),
storage of informational reports and/or materidigjr dissemination in a mass medium
and simultaneously having the status of the legedgn which is entrusted with functions
of the editorial board of the mass medium and efdlsseminator of the produce of the
mass medium.

Correspondent post — separate subdivision of t lgerson which is entrusted with
the functions of the editorial board of the massdioma and which is carrying out
collection, creation (preparation), storage of infational reports and/or materials for the
mass medium as well as dissemination of its produce

Mass information - printed, audio, audiovisual atker informational reports and/or
materials, intended for an uncertain number of s published in the press,
communicated by means of television broadcastiryradio broadcasting or in another
form of periodic dissemination.

Untrue information - informational reports and/oaterials, disseminated by the mass
medium, which do not correspond to reality.

Periodicity of the mass medium - issuance of thessmaedium for a determined
number of times in a determined period of time.

Print mass medium - a newspaper, magazine (joytmalletin, other edition having a
permanent name (title), running number, continymage numbering and coming out (on
air) at least once in six months.

Produce of the mass medium - a circulation or a&gfacirculation of a single issue of
a print mass medium, an individual issue of a ratktevision, newsreel program, a
circulation or a part of circulation of an audiowideo recording of a program, as well as
informational reports and/or materials disseminéaetthe established manner through the
global computer network Internet.



Radio, television program — a combination of audiadiovisual informational reports
and/or materials (radio, television programs) hgvanpermanent title and being of a
periodic character.

Radio broadcasting mass medium — a radio prograsediinated with use of means
of telecommunications at least once in six months.

Dissemination of produce of the mass medium - salbscription, delivery of a print
mass medium, audio or video recordings of progrémadcasting and rebroadcasting of
radio, television programs, demonstration of neelsnerograms, another form of
bringing mass information to everyone's notice.

Disseminator of produce of the mass medium — d legaatural person carrying out
dissemination of the produce of a mass medium & rttanner established by the
legislation of the Republic of Belarus.

Mass medium — a form of periodical disseminationmafss information with use of
press, television broadcasting and radio broadugstihe global computer network
Internet.

Subjects of legal relations in mass informationesph- the republic body of state
administration in the mass information sphere, poélic coordinating council in the
mass information sphere, the founder (foundersy, elitor-in-chief (editor), a mass
medium’s journalist, a legal person which is ertdswith functions of the editorial
board of the mass medium, as well as informatioenayg, correspondent post,
disseminator of produce of the mass medium.

Television broadcasting and radio broadcastingssetnination of mass information
with use of technical means of broadcasting forviddal or collective receiving by
general public with the help of television and cadkceivers.

Television mass medium — a television program dssated with use of means of
telecommunications at least once in six months.

Founder (founders) of the mass medium — a naturallegal person, including a state
body, which took decision, independently or jointhth others natural or legal persons,
on creation of a mass medium and applied for @estegistration.

Natural person — citizen of the Republic of Belafoseign citizen, stateless person.

Legal person which is entrusted with functionste editorial board —a legal person
carrying out production and issuance of a massunedn the basis of the decision of the
mass medium’s founder (founders) (hereinafter +stt@t on the editorial board of the
mass medium) or in the case when the said legabpes not a founder of the mass
medium, - on the basis of a contract between of kxgal person and the founder



(founders) of the mass medium (hereinafter — cohtra the editorial board of the mass
medium).

Article 2. Legal Base of Mass Media’s Activities

The legal base of mass media’s activities constifu¢ Constitution of the Republic of
Belarus, the present Law, treaties of the RepudflBelarus and other acts of legislation
of the Republic of Belarus.

If a treaty of the Republic of Belarus establish#®er rules than those provided for in
the present Law, the rules of the treaty are tafdied

Article 3. Scope of the Present Law

The present Law covers mass media founded in tipailfte of Belarus, as well as
foreign mass media in the part concerning theiviiets in the territory of the Republic
of Belarus.

The present Law covers analogs of printed, telemigsind broadcasting mass media

disseminated through the global computer netwotkrivet, with the exception of the
requirements for the state registration of massianed

Article 4. Basic principles of Mass Media’s Activites
Basicprinciples of mass media’s activities are:

truthfulness of the information — mass media stiseminate the information which
corresponds to reality;

legality - information shall not contradict the teegements of the legislation of the
Republic of Belarus;

equality - mass media shall be based on equalitigbts of all natural persons, state
bodies, political parties, other public associatianther legal persons to disseminate and
obtain mass information;



respect for human rights and freedoms - mass nsbelhensure observance of human
rights and freedoms guaranteed by the Constitutfdhe Republic of Belarus, other acts
of legislation of the Republic of Belarus;

opinion variety - mass media shell ensure freeesgon and dissemination of various
opinions and views in the society;

national culture development — mass media shellmpte dissemination and
popularization of national cultural values;

protection of morals — mass media shell not allegssemination of the information
that encroaches upon the norms of public morality;

observance of the norms of journalist’'s profesdi@thics and generally accepted

moral norms - mass media’s journalists shall $grabserve norms of professional ethics
and generally accepted moral norms.

Article 5. Freedom of Opinion, Convictions and Freeexpression Thereof

Freedom of opinion, convictions and their free eggron are guaranteed for everyone
in the Republic of Belarus.

Article 6. Inadmissibility of Mass Media's Monopolization

The monopolization of mass media by state bodieltiqal parties, and other public
associations, other legal or natural persons arallmved.

Article 7. Inadmissibility of lllegal Restriction of Freedom of Mass Information
It is not allowed the illegal restriction of freedanass information that is expressed:

in implementation of censorship — requirements fridm officials, state bodies,
political parties, other public associations, otlegial persons to the legal person which is
entrusted with functions of the editorial boardaofmass medium, information agency,
correspondent post, editor-in-chief (editor), jalrst, founder (founders) of a mass
medium to agree in advance reports and/or matesidhsthe exception of the cases of



agreeing with the author or interviewee, dissenmmabf official reports in accordance
with articles 18 and 26 of the present Law;

in interference into the sphere of professionakpehdence of the legal person which
is entrusted with functions of the editorial boafdhe mass medium;

in suspension or termination of issuance of a nmsdium while breaching the
requirements of the present Law, other acts oflagion of the Republic of Belarus;

in forcing a mass media’s journalist to disseminateto refuse to disseminate
information;

in breaching the rights of a mass medium’s joustastablished by the present Law
and other acts of legislation of the Republic ofaBes;

in another obstruction of legal activities of tloeifider (founders) of a mass medium,
the legal person which is entrusted with functiafishe editorial board of the mass
medium, disseminator of produce of the mass mediuany form.

Article 8. Financing of Mass Media

Sources of financing of mass media may be the fwifdthe founder (founders),
republic and local budgets, as well as other saunce forbidden by the legislation of the
Republic of Belarus;

It is forbidden to receive monetary funds and ofr@perty with the aim to finance
mass media from:

foreign legal persons, foreign citizens and statelpersons, which do not reside
permanently in the territory of the Republic of &ls with the exception of the cases of
participation of the mentioned persons in the stayufund of the legal person which is
entrusted with functions of the editorial boardleé mass medium, as well as other cases
envisaged by the legislative acts of the RepulfliBadarus;

anonymous sources.

Article 9. Language of Mass Media

Mass information may be disseminated in the Repubfi Belarus in the state
languages and in other languages.



Usage of obscene wordadexpressions in the mass media are not allowed.

Chapter 2. Procedure of Establishment and State Regjration

(Re-registration) of Mass Media

Article 10. Establishment of Mass Media

Natural persons, state bodies, political partidgeiopublic associations, other legal
persons including foreign ones, shall establishsimasdia in the order and on the terms,
determined by the present Law and other acts adl&gpn of the Republic of Belarus.

Foreign legal persons, as well as foreign citizand stateless persons, which do not
permanently reside in the territory of the RepubfiBelarus, may establish mass media
only jointly with citizens and legal persons of tRepublic of Belarus.

The following natural person may not be a foundex mass medium:

who has not reached the age of eighteen years,tatlexception of cases when the
minor obtains the active capacity in full priorttee attainment of the age of 18 years in
accordance with the civil legislation of the Repaloif Belarus;

who is serving a court sentence or recognized giglapgoy a court resolution;

who acted as founder of a mass media earlier theamce of which has been
terminated - during three years after the entrg legal force of the court resolution on
termination of the issuance of that mass medium;

who has been stripped, in the established ordeheofight to be engaged in activities
connected with production and issuance of the mmeskum.

Article 11. State Registration of Mass Media

Mass media are subject to state registration imepablic body of state administration
in the sphere of mass information in the orderlgistaed by the present Law and other
acts of legislation of the Republic of Belarus,hwihe exception of the cases stipulated
by clause 2 of Article 3 and Clause 7 of Articledf3he present Law.

Procedure of state registration of the mass memisechinated through the global
network Internet is determined by the Council ohidiers of the Republic of Belarus.



Foreign mass media disseminating their producéhénterritory of the Republic of
Belarus with changing its form or substance arejestibto state registration in the
republic body of state administration in the sphefemass information in the order
established by the present Law.

Rights and duties of the founder (founders) of assnmedium, of the legal person
which is entrusted with the functions of the edébrboard of the mass medium,

envisaged by the present Law arise from the moroéstate registration of the mass
medium.

Article 12. Registration Requirements

At state registration of the mass medium, the feun(founders) or a person
authorized by the founder (founders) shall submitapplication according to the form
established by the republic body of state admiaiistn in the sphere of mass information
with indication of the following data:

founder (founders) of the mass medium;

title (hame) and type of the mass medium;

language of the mass medium;

legal person which is entrusted with the functiofshe editorial board of the mass
medium;

address of the legal person which is entrusted thighfunctions of the editorial board
of the mass medium;

intended territory of dissemination of the mass e

specialization (topics) of the mass medium;

sources of financing of the mass media;

periodicity of the mass medium;

intended circulation of the mass medium (for at@drmass medium);

information on whether the founder is being theadn-chief (editor) or journalist of
other mass media (for the founder of the mass mediwa natural person), founder of

other mass media, disseminator of produce of thesmaedia (for the founders of the
mass medium — natural and legal persons).



The application envisaged by clause 1 of the pte&eitle shall be accompanied by:

copies of the constituent documents of the legedqreor of the document confirming
the state registration of the legal person (for finender of the mass medium - legal
person of the Republic of Belarus);

a legalized extract from the trade register of #wmuntry where the foreign
organization is established or another equivalemtiemce of the legal status of the
foreign legal person in accordance with the legimhaof the country of its establishment
(for the founder of the mass medium — foreign |lggakon);

copy of the identity document of the natural pergtor the founder of the mass
medium — natural person);

copies of the constituent documents and the docuoagriirming the state registration
of the legal person which is entrusted with thecfioms of the editorial board of the mass
medium ( for the legal person, which is entrustdith whe functions of the editorial board
of the mass medium, and which is not a foundehefbass medium);

copy of the decision on the editorial board of mh@ss medium or the contract on the
editorial board of the mass medium;

the document confirming payment of the state datytlie state registration of mass
medium.

Submission of copies of the documents envisageslibglause 2.1 of clause 2 of the
present Article shall is not required for state ibed as well as for others state
organizations the legal status of which is deteealihy the Constitution of the Republic
of Belarus, normative legal acts of the Presiddnthe Republic of Belarus or of the
Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus.

In the case when the state body or another stgnimation, specified in part one of
the present clause, is entrusted with functionthefeditorial board of the mass medium,
is also not required the submission of copies ef dbcuments envisaged by subclause
2.4 of clause 2 of the present Article.

Article 13. Procedure of State Registration of MasMedia

The decision on state registration of a mass median its inclusion in the State
Register of Mass Media shall be taken by the rapidddy of state administration in the
sphere of mass information within one month after date of receipt of the application
and of the documents, envisaged by Article 12 efptfesent Law.



The application for the state registration of thessymedium shall be returned to the
applicant without consideration with indicationtbé ground for the return, if:

the application has been submitted while breachiguirements established by
Article 12 of the present Law;

the application on behalf of the founder has bedgmstted by a person having powers
to do so.

The republic body of state administration in theesp of mass information shall take,
within the period, established by clause 1 of thesent Article, one of the following
decisions:

on state registration of the mass medium;
on refusal of state registration of the mass medium

Refusal of state registration of the mass mediudwawlation by the republic body of
the state administration in the sphere of massnmdition of the period, established for
state registration may be appealed against to dbet by the founder (founders) of the
mass medium.

A mass medium deemed to be registered and iseghtil carry out its activities from
the day of its inclusion in the State Register afs§l Media the maintenance of which is
performed by the republic body of state adminigirain the sphere of mass information.

After the inclusion of the mass medium in the StRegister of Mass Media, its
founder (founders) is given the state registratiertificate of the mass medium.

The form of the state registration certificate loé tmass medium and the order of its
issuance, as well as list of data being includetthénstate registration certificate, shall be
established by the republic body of state admigistn in the sphere of mass
information.

The founder (founders) shall preserve the rightstart the issuance of the mass
medium within one year, for television and broatiogsmass media, and within six
months, for printed mass media, from the day oir timelusion in the State Register of
Mass Information.

No state registration is required:
for the mass media specifically established by s$kete bodies and other state

organizations only for dissemination of their offls reports as well as for official
publication of legal acts;



for radio and television programs disseminated ugho networks limited by the
premises and territory of one organization or ajsth which have not more than ten
subscribers;

for audio and video programs disseminated as rewgsdwith not more than ten
copies;

for printed mass media coming out with circulatrart exceeding 299 copies.

Article 14. Re-registration of Mass Media

Re-registration of mass media is performed in tideioenvisaged be Articles 11-13 of
the present Law. The application for re-registratiof the mass medium shall be
submitted within a month from the moment of arisiafj the grounds for the re-
registration, envisaged by clause 2 of the pre&ertle.

Re-registration of mass media is obligatory indhse:

of reorganization (liquidation) of the legal persehich is one of the founders of the
mass medium;

of change of founders of the mass media;

of changing the data envisaged by subclauses 8.2 dnof clause 1 of Article 12 of
the present Law.

In the case of change of other data subject tausnmh in the State Register of Mass
Media, the founder (founders) of the mass mediuafl giform, within a month from the
day of their change, the state body of state adwnation in the sphere of mass
information about the fact in writing with enclosuof the documents confirming
respective changes.

Article 15. Grounds for Refusal of State Registratn of Mass Medium
The grounds to refuse in the state registratiom miass media shall be:

non-observance of the requirements envisaged lygeld and 3 of Article 10 of the
present Law;



untruthfulness of the data specified in the apglbecafor the state registration of the
mass medium,;

the title or specialization (topics) of the massdie is in contradiction with
requirements of Article 38 of the present Law;

availability in the State Register of Mass Mediaaaghass medium with the same title;

entrusting functions of the editorial board of thass media to the legal person (non-
commercial organization) in the fund of those thare of foreign investment shall be 30
and more percents;

entrusting with functions of the editorial board @fmass media to the legal person
(non-commercial organization), 30 and more peroémbunders (participants, members)
of which are foreign legal persons, foreign citizemd/or stateless persons which do not
reside permanently in the territory of the RepubfiBelarus.

A notice about refusal of state registration of tess medium shall be directed to the
applicant in writing within ten days from the dafytaking the decision with indication of
the grounds for the refusal, but not later than antim from the day of receipt of the
document envisaged by Article 12 of the present.Law

Article 16. Recognition of State Registration to Bdnvalid. Annulment of State
Registration Certificate of a Mass Media.

A state registration of the mass medium may begmized invalid by the court in the
case when it was performed with violations of regments of the present Law and other
acts of legislation of the Republic of Belarus.

The republic body of state administration shalldrthe state registration certificate
of the mass media, if:

the mass medium has not passed the re-registration;

the founder (founders) has missed the terms erstshy clause 6 of Article 13 of the
present Law;

the issuance of the mass medium has been termibgtéae court resolution in the
order envisaged by Article 51 of the present Lawythe founder (founders) of the mass
media in accordance with subclause 1.3 of claudeatticle 29 of the present Law;

the legal person which is entrusted with functiofghe editorial board of the mass
medium or which was a sole founder of the mass umediias been liquidated;



the natural person who is the sole founder of tgssimedium has died (declared as
deceased) when heirs did not declare acceptanciglis and duties of the founder
(founders) of the mass medium;

changes providing for the removal of types of atiés, connected with production
and issuance of the mass medium (in the case wian tgpes of activities had been
specified in the constituent documents) had be€elnded in the constituent documents of
the legal person which is entrusted with functiafishe editorial board of the mass
medium;

the decision on editorial board of the mass medna®s been recognized invalid or
canceled, or contract on the editorial board ofrttesss medium has been terminated and
the documents confirming the entrusting functionghe editorial board of the mass
medium to another legal person have not been stdahid the republic body of state
administration in the sphere of mass information.

In the case of recognition of the state registratmbe invalid or of annulment of the
state registration certificate of the mass mediunth@ grounds envisaged by clause 2 of
the present Article, the mass medium is to be @edurom the State Register of Mass
Information.

Chapter 3. Procedure of Dissemination of Produce d¥lass Media

Article 17. Procedure of Dissemination of Producefaa Mass Medium

Dissemination of the produce of a mass medium dfmlperformed in accordance
with the legislation of the Republic of Belarusthyg legal person which is entrusted with
functions of the editorial board of the mass mediomon the grounds of a contract
concluded by it with the disseminator of producéhef mass medium.

If the mass medium disseminates informational rnspand/or materials, which have
been disseminated earlier by another mass mediuefei@nce must be done to the mass
medium which has earlier disseminated those infaanal reports and/or materials.

Informational reports and/or materials dissemindig@n information agency shall be
accompanied by the reference to that informatienag.

Procedure of dissemination of the produce of masdiandisseminated through the
global network Internet shall be determined by @waincil of Ministers of the Republic
of Belarus.

The produce of a foreign mass medium, disseminatéide territory of the Republic
of Belarus without changing form and content, maydisseminated in the territory of the



Republic of Belarus after attainment of a respecpermission in the republic body of
state administration in the sphere of mass infaomdty the foreign mass medium.

The order of issuance of the permission on dissatmim of the produce of a foreign
mass medium envisaged by part one of the presanselshall be established by the
Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus.

Article 18. Dissemination of Officials Reports anddr Materials

The legal person which is entrusted with functiohghe editorial board of a mass
medium is obliged to disseminate free of chargeianide requested time:

a court judgment that has entered into its legadefa@ontaining a ruling to report to
everyone’s notice such a decision through that nmestium;

information reports and/or materials, received frima state body, concerning the
activities of the legal person which is entrustathviunctions of the editorial board of
that mass medium;

The founder (founders) of the mass media is edtitbeoblige the legal person which
is entrusted with functions of the editorial boafdthe mass medium to place in the mass
medium free of charge and in the term determined hoy (them) an official
informational report and/or material on his (thebghalf (message of the founder
(founders)). The maximum volume of the messageheffounder (founders) shall be
determined in the decision on the editorial bodrthe mass medium or in the contract
on the editorial board of the mass medium.

Article 19. Storage of Informational Reports and/orMaterials

The legal person which is entrusted with functiohshe editorial board of the mass
medium is obliged to storage the originals of infational reports and/or materials,
disseminated by him, within one year after theatisgation thereof.

The legal person which is entrusted with functiamfsthe editorial board of a
television or broadcasting mass medium is obligedtbrage as recordings, for at least
one year after the day of issuance, the informatioeports and/or materials of own
radio, television programs.



Article 20. Allocation (Dissemination) of Advertisenents

Allocation (dissemination) of advertisements in masedia shall be carried out in
accordance with the legislation of the RepubliBefarus on advertising.

Article 21. Production and Dissemination of the Prduce of Mass Media of Erotic
Character

The order of production and dissemination of thedpce of mass media of erotic
character as well as the order of reference optbduce of mass media to the produce of
an erotic character is determined by the legistatibthe Republic of Belarus.

Retail sale of the printed mass media of an erdt@racter is allowed only in non-
transparent packing and in special places and pesndetermined for those purposes by
local executive and administrative bodies.

Dissemination of radio and television programs rofeaotic character without special
coding of the signal is not allowed.

Chapter 4. Peculiarities of Dissemination of the pnted mass media

Article 22. Exit Data of a Printed Mass Medium

Each issue of the printed mass medium shall specify
title (hame) of the printed mass medium;

founder (founders) of the printed mass medium,;

surname, proper name and patronymic (if availabiehe editor-in-chief (editor) of
the printed mass medium;

serial number of the printed mass medium and the d& its issuance, and for
newspapers — also the time of signing to printing;

price;

circulation;



bar code;
subscription index (for the printed mass mediunsefisinated by subscription);

address of the legal person which is entrusted thghfunctions of the editorial board
of the printed mass medium;

address of the printing house;

number of the state registration certificate (foe printed mass medium subject to
state registration);

the republic body of state administration in théese of mass information that has
registered that printed mass medium (for the pdimeass medium subject to state
registration).

Article 23. Obligatory free Copies of Printed MasdMedia

Obligatory free copies of printed mass media, idicly those exempted from state
registration in accordance with subclause 7.1 addo? clause 7 of Article 13 of the
present Law, shall be sent, immediately after isseato the founder (founders) of the
printed mass medium, republic body of state adrmatisn in the sphere of mass
information, to the institution “National Book Chaer of the Republic of Belarus”, to
the state institutions “National Library of Belatu&President's Library of the Republic
of Belarus”, “Central Scientific Library of the Adamy of Sciences of Belarus named
after Y. Kolas”, to other organizations accordimgthe list being determined by the
Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus.

The order of sending the obligatory free copiepmrited mass media is determined

by the Regulations on the Obligatory Free Copyhaf Documents approved by the
Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus.

Chapter 5. Peculiarities of Activities of Televisio and Radio-Broadcasting Mass
Media
Article 24. Order of Carrying Out Television and Radio Broadcasting

Television and radio broadcasting shall be caroetd by means of using own or
leased means of telecommunications.



Rules of importation, purchase and maintenance e@&n® of telecommunications
including satellite ones, being applied by tiedevision and radio broadcasting mass
media are established by the legislation of theuRkp of Belarus.

Article 25. Output Data of Television and Radio-Broadcasting Mas Medium

In each presentation of a radio or television progmust be announced (indicated)
the title thereof.

In case of continuous broadcasting of the mass unedihe title of a radio or
television program shall be announced (indicatedt+deast four times a day.

Article 26. Obligatory Information Reports

The governmental television and radio-broadcastiags media ensure dissemination
in radio and television programs of declarationd appeals by the President of the
Republic of Belarus, other persons who hold thehdsg state offices, as well as
information about other socially meaningful fa@bput the activities of state bodies and
state organizations.

The President of the Republic of Belarus has thktrio appeal to the nation of the
Republic of Belarus on important issues of socra political life without preliminary
agreement with state television and radio-broadagastass media.

Chapter 6. Legal Status of Subjects of Legal Relainships

in the Sphere of Mass Information

Article 27. Republic Body of State Administration n the Sphere of Mass
Information

The republic body of state administration is thenistiry of Information of the
Republic of Belarus which implements, within thenilis of its competence, the state
policy, carries out regulation, administration awbrdination of activities of other state
bodies in the sphere of mass information, carrigsstate registration of mass media and
performs other functions determined by the presemt and other acts of legislation of
the republic of Belarus.



Article 28. Public Coordinating Council in the Sphee of Mass Information

The republic body of state administration in thdese of mass information shall
create public coordinating council in the spheremafss information which comprises
representatives of state bodies, public assocwtimass media, other organizations, and
other persons.

Composition of the public coordinating council iretsphere of mass information and
its Regulations shall be approved by the Councofisters of the Republic of Belarus.

Decisions of public coordinating council in the sph of mass information have a
recommendation character.

Article 29. Status of Founder (Founders) of a Maskledium
The founder (founders) is (are) entitled:

to act as a legal person which is entrusted witittions of the editorial board of the
mass medium (when the founder of the mass mediura Isgal person), as the
disseminator of produce of the mass medium;

to assign his/her/its rights to a third person loa Ibasis of a contract in accordance
with the legislation of the Republic of Belarus;

in the cases specified in the decision on the gditboard of the mass medium or in
the contract on the editorial board of the massiamedto terminate the issuance of the
mass media; The decision of the founder (foundamgermination of the issuance of the
mass medium shall be directed within three days #fie day of its taking to the republic
body of state administration in the sphere of niafgsmation;

to execute other rights in accordance with thegrekaw;

The founder (founders) shall have no right to ifietex into the activities of the mass
medium with the exception of the cases stipulatethb present Law, by the decision on
the editorial board of mass media or by the contwarc the editorial board of mass
medium.

The founder (founders) shall bear responsibility dbservance of the requirements
declared by him/her/it at the founding and statgisteation of the mass medium,
established by the present Law and other actsgil&ion of the Republic of Belarus



and also for the content of information dissemiddig the mass medium founded by the
founder.

The rights and duties of the founder (foundersthef mass medium may be inherited
by his/her heirs, in the case when the founderndeus) of the mass medium is (are) a
natural person (persons).

Article 30. Status of the Legal Person which is Entsted with Functions of
Editorial Board of Mass Medium

The legal person which is entrusted with functiohghe editorial board of a mass
medium carries out production and issuance of tassnmedium on the basis of the
present Law, other acts of legislation of the Rdipubf Belarus, the decision on the
editorial board of the mass medium or the contoacthe editorial board of the mass
medium.

Article 31. Status of the Editor-in-chief (Editor) of a Mass Medium

The editor-in-chief (editor) of a mass medium slexiécute professional activities in
accordance with the Constitution of Republic ofdes$, the present Law, and other acts
of legislation of the Republic of Belarus.

The editor-in-chief (editor) of a mass medium takes final decision concerning the
production and issuance of the mass medium.

The editor-in-chief (editor) of a mass medium shadlar the responsibility for

observance of the requirements regarding the #eBviof the mass medium by the
present Law and by other acts of legislation ofRepublic of Belarus.

Article 32. Information Agency

Information agencies, as well as mass media foulnyethem, are registered in the
order envisaged by Articles 11 — 13 of the pretemt for mass media.



Article 33. Correspondence Post

With the aim to collect, storage and create (prepanformational reports and/or
materials, as well as dissemination of the prodofcenass medium, the legal person
which is entrusted with functions of the editoddard of the mass medium may open
correspondence posts.

The order of opening correspondence posts sha#tstablished by the Council of
Ministers of the Republic of Belarus.

Article 34. Status of Journalist of Mass Medium

The journalist of a mass medium, including a faneamne, shall be governed by the
Constitution of the Republic of Belarus, the predeaw, other acts of legislation of the
Republic of Belarus, and the norms of journaligii®fessional ethics in professional
activities.

In connection with execution of professional dutiles journalist of a mass medium
has the right to:

collect, request and receive information from sthtelies, political parties, other
public associations, other legal persons, as wellta storage and to disseminate
information necessary for carrying out professiawivities;

be present, in the order determined in the legsiatf the Republic of Belarus, in the
area of armed conflicts or emergencies, on magenactin places of other socially
important events and transmit information from &er

make records, upon accreditation or upon agreemvéht natural persons or legal
persons in relation to them, including the use wdia and video equipment, film and
photo shooting, unless otherwise provided for by tbgislation of the Republic of
Belarus;

contact specialists when verifying facts and cirstances in connection with
informational reports and/or materials received;

express his/her personal opinion on informatioepbrts and/or materials intended for
dissemination, under his/her signature;

disseminate reports and/or materials prepared byher under his/her signature,
under a pseudonym or without signature, and mak®rnme in the case of necessity of
preservation of authorship secrecy;



The journalist of a mass medium has also othertgigh accordance with the
legislation of the Republic of Belarus.

The journalist of mass medium is obliged to:

respect rights, freedoms and legal interests afrabpersons, rights and legal interests
of legal persons;

verify the truthfulness of the data received,
provide objective information for dissemination;
indicate, at wish of the persons who provide infation, their authorship;

preserve confidentiality of information and souroé#s receipt, with the exception of
the cases envisaged by part 2 of Article 39 ofptlesent Law;

receive consent for dissemination in a mass medifigata about personal life of a
natural person from that very natural person omfitos/her legal representative, with the
exception of the cases established by the legislaitts of the Republic of Belarus;

receive consent of natural persons for making guddeo recording, film and photo
shooting, with the exception of the cases of makirem in the places opened for mass
attendance, as well as of the case envisaged Il of the present Law;

refuse an order given to him/her by the foundeurffters), editor-in-chief (editor) of
the mass medium when such order or its executiaomnected with violation of the
legislation of the Republic of Belarus;

present the service certificate upon request wraryiag out his/her professional
activities. The form of the service certificatejofirnalist of the mass medium registered
in the territory of the Republic of Belarus shal bstablished by the republic body of
state administration in the sphere of mass infaonat

The journalist of a mass medium shall also exectiter duties in accordance with the
legislation of the Republic of Belarus.

The journalist of a foreign mass medium has rigims execute duties of the journalist

envisaged by the present Article, as well as o#tues of legislation of the Republic of
Belarus.

Article 35. Accreditation of Mass Media’s Journaligs



Mass media’s journalists have the right for acdegitin at the state bodies, political
parties, other public associations, other legab@es to cover sittings, meetings, and
other events, organized by them, in the order &stedal by those state bodies, political
parties, other public associations, and other Ipgesons.

It is not allowed to refuse unreasonably the agtagdn of mass media’s journalists.

Accreditation of foreign mass media’s journalists the Republic of Belarus is
performed by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of theepublic of Belarus in the order
established by the Council of Ministers of the Réjmuof Belarus.

Foreign mass media’s journalists are also obligedbtain accreditation in the order
established by part one of the present Articledovering sittings, meetings and other
events, organized by state bodies, political pgrtegher public associations, and other
legal persons.

Executing professional activities of foreign massdra’s journalists in the territory of
the Republic of Belarus without accreditation istpbited.

Chapter 7. Relations of Mass Media with State Bodg Other Legal and Natural
Persons

Article 36. Right to Obtain, Storage and Dissemina Information

Natural persons are guaranteed the right to obgtamage, and disseminate full, true,
and timely information on activities of state bajiepolitical parties, other public
associations, and other legal persons about @iligconomic, cultural, and international
life, on environmental condition.

State bodies, political parties, other public asdamns, other legal persons, as well as

their officials, may provide data about their aiti®s to mass media via holding press-
conferences, sending out reference and statistiatdrials, and by other means.

Article 37. Information of Limited Access

In the order established by the legislation of Republic of Belarus, the access is
limited to:

data constituting state secrets, commercial, paismmany other secrecy protected by
the law;



data about organizational system, about sourcesjtabethods, about ways, plans
and results of operative and search activities;

materials of inquiry, preliminary investigation amburt proceeding prior to the
termination of criminal case proceedings;

other information envisaged by the legislationie Republic of Belarus.

Article 38. Information Dissemination of which in Mass Media is Prohibited
It is prohibited to disseminate in mass media:

1.1. information on behalf of organizations whidildd to pass state registration (re-
registration) in the established order, in the saséhen such a registration (re-
registration) is obligatory in accordance with tlegislative acts of the Republic of
Belarus, as well as of organizations in relationwhbich there is a decision of an
authorized state body on their liquidation, whiels lentered into force;

1.2. data which propagate use and intake of drpggchotropic, toxic, and other
stupefied substances for non-medical purposes,etisaw data about ways and methods
of development, fabrication, use and location mint sale of drugs, psychotropic
substances, and their precursors;

1.3. information aimed at propaganda of war, viokercruelty, extremist activities or
containing appeals for such activities, as wello#iser information dissemination of
which is prohibited by the present Law, other astdegislation of the Republic of
Belarus.

Use in radio, video, television and newsreel prograof latent inserts influencing
people’s subconsciousness or affecting their heslpinohibited.

Article 39. Information Source Protection

The legal person which is entrusted with functidnttee editorial board of mass
medium and mass medium’s journalist are not obligegame the source of information
and have no right to disclose data on the naturbdgal person which provided the data,
without the consent of that person.



The source of information and data on the naturdégal person which provided the
data are to be named upon request of a body ofimainprosecution, of a court in
connection with preliminary investigation proceegland court proceeding.

Article 40. Use of Latent Audio, Video Recordingskilm and Photo Shooting

Dissemination in mass media of informational repand/or materials, prepared with
use of audio, video recordings, film and photo simgoof a natural person without
his/her consent is allowed only upon taking measagainst possible identification of
that person by strangers, as well as under theittamdhat dissemination of those
informational reports and/or materials does noabtieconstitutional rights and freedoms
of individual and is necessary for protection obliinterests, with the exception of the
cases of dissemination of those informational respand/or materials at the request of a
body of criminal prosecution or a court in connegctiwith preliminary investigation
proceeding or court proceeding.

Article 41. Use of Author's Works and Letters

When using in mass media author’'s works and lettmpyrights and related rights
concerning such works and letters are reserveditivoes and other rightholders. The
author or other rightholder may determine condgiand character of using a work or a
latter presented to the editorial board of the nmasdium.

The legal person which is entrusted with functiohshe editorial board of the mass
medium shall, on its own discretion, select andehsinate letters addressed thereto.
When disseminating in mass media letters, texiregand abridging are allowed under
the condition that it does not distort the mearnghe letters. In the case of necessity,
the legal person which is entrusted with functiafishe editorial board of the mass
medium shall forward letters to those bodies, malitparties, other public associations,
other legal persons, and their officials, which @epetent to consider them.

Nobody has the right to oblige the legal personcihs entrusted with functions of
the editorial board of the mass medium, to dissataeinnformational reports and/or
materials, denied by them, unless otherwise stipdlay the present Law, other acts of
legislation of the Republic of Belarus.

Article 42. Right of Refutation (Response)



Natural persons are entitled to demand from thallpgrson which is entrusted with
functions of the editorial board of the mass mediardisproof disseminated data if those
data do not correspond to reality and disgrace tiaor, dignity, or business reputation.

Legal persons, including foreign ones, are entittedemand from legal person which
is entrusted with functions of the editorial boastl the mass medium to disproof
disseminated data if those date do not corresponedlity or disgrace their business
reputation.

If the legal person which is entrusted with funosof the editorial board of the mass
medium has no proofs of the fact that the dateedigsated by it corresponds to reality, it
is obliged to publish a refutation (correction tarification).

Naturals persons, state bodies, political partéiser public associations, other legal
persons, in relation to which the mass medium hesethinated data infringing on their
rights and legal interests, have the right to digseate their response in the same mass
medium.

Refutation of the data not corresponding to realiigseminated in a mass medium,
does not deprive natural and legal persons of itite to appeal for protection of their
honor and dignity or business reputation in court.

Article 43. Procedure of the Dissemination of Refudtion (Response)

The refutation (response) must indicate which pietéata does not correspond to
reality, when and in what way it was disseminatedhe mass medium.

A printed mass medium is obliged to disseminateefatation (response) under a
special rubric or in the same position on the pagd with the same type as the
informational reports and/or material being refuted

A refutation must be broadcast in television origaatoadcasting mass media in the
same time of the day and in the same program oilasisubject program as the
informational reports and/or material being refuted

A refutation must be disseminated:

in mass media the issuance of which is made at teee per week, - not later than
within ten days after the day of receipt of the dadhfor the refutation (response) or of
the text thereof;

in other mass media — in the next issue thereof.



Article 44. Grounds for Refusal to Disseminate Refiation (Response)

The legal person which is entrusted with functiohshe editorial board of the mass
medium is entitled to refuse dissemination of ration of the data specified in clause one
of Article 42 of the present Law if the data isutefd that has been refuted earlier in that
mass medium.

The legal person which is entrusted with functiohshe editorial board of the mass
medium is not released from the duty to refuteda& envisaged by clause 1 and 2 of
Article 52 of the present Law.

The legal person which is entrusted with functiafsthe editorial board of mass
medium is entitled to refuse dissemination of reseaf that demand:

3.1. contains information the dissemination of vhis restricted or prohibited in
accordance with Articles 37 and 38 of the present;L

3.2. contradicts the court judgment that has edtete its legal force;
3.3. is anonymous.

A refusal to disseminate the refutation (resporss&)l be directed in writing to the
concerned persons within five days with indicatiohgs reasons.

A refusal to disseminate the refutation (respomseéjreach of dissemination order of
refutation (response) may be may be appealed dgaiosurt.

Chapter 8. International Cooperation in the Sphereof Mass Information

Article 45. International Cooperation of Mass Media

Mass media participate in international cooperatmn the basis of international
treaties of the Republic of Belarus.

Article 46. Correspondents Posts of Foreign Mass Mia

Correspondent posts of foreign mass media may éeanpin the Republic of Belarus.



The order of opening correspondent posts of forengiss media shall be established
by the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Beis.

Article 47. Correspondent Posts of Mass Media of th Republic of Belarus in
Foreign States

Mass media registered in the Republic of Belaru e right to open correspondent
posts in foreign states in accordance with theslagon of those states with obligatory
written notification of the state body of state awistration in the sphere of mass media.

The notification of opening a correspondent pasis foreign state shall be directed to
the state body of state administration in the sploémass media within one month from
the day of opening of the correspondent post.

Chapter 9. Liability for Violation of the Legislati on of the Republic of Belarus on
Mass Media

Article 48. Liability for Violation of the Legislat ion of the Republic of Belarus on
Mass Media

Violation of the legislation of the Republic of Belis entails criminal, administrative,
civil or other liability in accordance wittihe present Law and other legislative acts of the
Republic of Belarus.

Article 49. Written Warning

Written warning is issued by the state body ofesadministration in the sphere of
mass media to the legal person which is entrustédfunctions of the editorial board of
the mass medium in the case of:

commitment of actions contradicting to the requieets of the present Law, including
bringing to everyone’s notice the information theseémination of which is restricted or
prohibited in accordance with Articles 37 and 38hef present Law;

dissemination of untrue information that may hahe $tate or public interests;



production and/or dissemination of the produce lo¢ tmass medium without
permission of the editor-in-chief (editor) of theass medium;

dissemination of the data not corresponding tdtgeahd disgracing honor, dignity or
business reputation of natural persons or busiegsgation legal persons.

A written warning is issued to a founder (foundesé)nmass medium in the case of
breaching requirements envisaged by clause 3 afl&29 of the present Law.

A written warning to be handed in or forwarded bgilpnot later than three days after
its issuance, to the legal person which is entdugtiéh functions of the editorial board of
mass medium or to the founder (founders) of masiung with indication of committed
violations and term for its elimination.

The legal person, who is entrusted with functiohshe editorial board of the mass
medium and founder (founders) of the mass mediwnohbliged to inform the state body
of state administration in the sphere of mass métion about elimination of violations
that served as a ground for issuance of writtenningr and submit confirmation
documents not later than three days upon the exgfirthe term for elimination of
violations, established in the written warning.

4.The decision on issuance of a written warning rbayappealed against within a
month period by the legal person which is entrustgt functions of the editorial board
of the mass medium or by the founder (foundersh@fmass medium in court.

Article 50. Suspension of Issuance of Mass Media

Issuance of a mass medium may be suspended fpetlos of up to three months by
the decision of the state body of state administnah the sphere of mass information in
the cases if:

a written warning was issued to the legal persoithvis entrusted with functions of
the editorial board of the mass medium or to thenfler (founders) of the mass medium
and that legal person or founder (founders) of meess medium did not eliminate
violations that served as a ground for issuancehefwritten warning or did not inform
the state body of state administration in the sphefr mass information about its
elimination with presentation of confirmation docemts, in terms envisaged by clause 3
of Article 49 of the present Law;

the republic body of state administration in thénesp of mass information has
brought an action to the court about terminatiorssfiance the of mass medium.



The decision to suspend issuance of a mass medayrbentaken not later than three
months after the date of arising of grounds enwdday clause 1 of the present Article.

The decision to suspend issuance of a mass medaybemappealed against within a
month period in court by the legal person whichergrusted with functions of the
editorial board of the mass medium of by the four{ffieinders) of the mass medium.

Article 51. Termination of Issuance of Mass Media

Issuance of a mass medium may be terminated by decision upon an action of
the republic body of state administration in théese of mass information or of the
prosecutor.

The state body of state administration may bring action to the court about
termination of the issuance of mass medium in #sec

of a single violation of provisions of the presdmw that establish the order of
dissemination of produce by foreign mass mediagfbial information reports and/or
materials, of produce of an erotic character, a# ag of the procedure of television
broadcasting and radio broadcasting;

issuance of two or more written warnings duringearyto the legal person which is
entrusted with functions of the editorial boardtbé mass medium or to the founder
(founders) of the mass medium;

attainment of the state registration certificatéhaf mass medium with violation of the
legislation of the Republic of Belarus through #mry of knowingly false data in the
documents presented for the mass medium’s statragmn.

A decision to terminate the issuance of a mass umednay be taken not later than
three months from the day of arising of the grouengisaged by subclause 2.1 and 2.2
of clause 2 of the present Article.

The prosecutor may bring and action to the cousutibermination of the issuance of
a mass medium when officials of the legal persoitivis entrusted with functions of the
editorial board of the mass medium or the founfmur{ders) of the mass medium were
issued two and more prosecutor's official warnidgsng a year about inadmissibility of
recurrent commitment of offences which entail lidpiestablished by the present Law or
other acts of legislation or of preparation for ecotment of illegal actions.



Article 52. Circumstances which Exclude Liability

A journalist, a founder (founders) of a mass medlithme editor-in-chief (editor) of a
mass medium, the legal person which is entrustéd fwnctions of the editorial board of
a mass medium, disseminator of the produce of & melium, information agency,
correspondent post do not bear liability for dissetion of data not corresponding to
reality, if that data:

is received from state bodies, other state orgéoirs their officials, as well as is
contained in official informational reports androaterials;

is received from information agency provided thlaére is a reference to those
information agencies;

is received from political parties, other publisaesiations, other legal persons, as well
as is contained in official informational reportadéor materials of press-services of
political parties, other public associations, otlegial persons;

is a word for word reproduction of official presatibns of state bodies™ officials;

is contained in informational reports and/or matsriof television and radio-
broadcasting mass media which are put on air withdar recording.

Subjects of legal relations in mass informationesph specified in clause 1 of the
present Article, before dissemination the data Wwhasay discredit the Republic of
Belarus as well as disgrace honor, dignity or bessnreputation of natural persons or
business reputation of legal persons, received Bources specified in subclause 1.3 of
clause one of the present Article, are obligeddnfy truthfulness of the specified data
and give an opportunity to disseminate simultanlgoascommentary of natural and/or
legal persons, including state bodies and othée stayanizations (their press-services),
in relation to which those data may be disseminatedithin competence of which falls
the preparation of explanations in relation todh& disseminated.

In the case of non-fulfilment of requirements exaged by part one of the present
clause, subjects of legal relations in the massrmnétion sphere, envisaged by part one
of the present Article, are not exempted from ligbfor dissemination of the data not
corresponding to reality.

Subjects of legal relations in the sphere of magsrmation, specified in clause 1 of

the present Article, retain the right not to disgeate the data specified in clause 2 of the
present Article.

Chapter 10. Final Provisions



Article 53. [Not given]

Article 54. Measures for Implementation of Provisims of the Present Law
The Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belassll, within five months:

prepare and submit in the established order prépak@ut bringing the legislation of
the Republic of Belarus into conformity with theepent Law;

take other measures necessary for implementatipnosfsions of the present Law.

Mass media shall pass, within one year, the restiegion in conformity with
requirements established by the present Law.

At that, the grounds for refusal of state regigtratof mass media, envisaged in
subclauses 1.5 and 1.6 of clause 1 of Article 1thefpresent Law, shall not be applied
during re-registration of mass media registereth@ established order as of the day of
adoption of the present Law.

Article 55. Entry into Force of the Present Law
The present Law enters into force in six montheratfs official publication, with the

exception of the present Article and clause onArtitle 54, which enter into force from
the date of the official publication of the preskatv.

President of the Republic of Belarus A. Lukashenko



