
 

 

  

CEDAW General Recommendation No. 16:  Unpaid Women Workers  
in Rural and Urban Family Enterprises 

Adopted at the Tenth Session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination 
against Women, in 1991 

(Contained in Document A/46/38) 

 

The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, 

 Bearing in mind articles 2 (c) and 11 (c), (d) and (e) of the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and general 
recommendation No. 9 (Eighth session, 1989) on statistical data concerning the 
situation of women, 

 Taking into consideration that a high percentage of women in the States 
parties work without payment, social security and social benefits in enterprises owned 
usually by a male member of the family, 

 Noting that the reports presented to the Committee on the Elimination of 
Discrimination against Women generally do not refer to the problem of unpaid 
women workers of family enterprises, 

 Affirming that unpaid work constitutes a form of women’s exploitation that is 
contrary to the Convention, 

 Recommends that States parties: 

 (a) Include in their reports to the Committee information on the legal and 
social situation of unpaid women working in family enterprises; 

 (b) Collect statistical data on women who work without payment, social 
security and social benefits in enterprises owned by a family member, and include 
these data in their report to the Committee; 

 (c) Take the necessary steps to guarantee payment, social security and 
social benefits for women who work without such benefits in enterprises owned by a 
family member. 

 



 

 

  

CEDAW General Recommendation No. 17:  Measurement and Quantification of 
the Unremunerated Domestic Activities of Women and their Recognition in the 

Gross National Product 

Adopted at the Tenth Session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination 
against Women, in 1991 

(Contained in Document A/46/38) 

 

The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, 

 Bearing in mind article 11 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Discrimination against Women, 

 Recalling paragraph 120 of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the 
Advancement of Women, 

 Affirming that the measurement and quantification of the unremunerated 
domestic activities of women, which contribute to development in each country, will 
help to reveal the de facto economic role of women, 

 Convinced that such measurement and quantification offers a basis for the 
formulation of further policies related to the advancement of women, 

 Noting the discussions of the Statistical Commission, at its twenty-first 
session, on the current revision of the System of National Accounts and the 
development of statistics on women, 

 Recommends that States parties: 

 (a) Encourage and support research and experimental studies to measure 
and value the unremunerated domestic activities of women; for example, by 
conducting time-use surveys as part of their national household survey programmes 
and by collecting statistics disaggregated by gender on time spent on activities both in 
the household and on the labour market; 

 (b) Take steps, in accordance with the provisions of the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and the Nairobi Forward-
looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women, to quantify and include the 
unremunerated domestic activities of women in the gross national product; 

 (c) Include in their reports submitted under article 18 of the Convention 
information on the research and experimental studies undertaken to measure and value 
unremunerated domestic activities, as well as on the progress made in the 
incorporation of the unremunerated domestic activities of women in national 
accounts. 

 



 

 

  

CEDAW General Recommendation No. 18:  Disabled Women 

Adopted at the Tenth Session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination 
against Women, in 1991 

(Contained in Document A/46/38) 

 

The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, 

 Taking into consideration particularly article 3 of the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, 

 Having considered more than 60 periodic reports of States parties, and having 
recognized that they provide scarce information on disabled women, 

 Concerned about the situation of disabled women, who suffer from a double 
discrimination linked to their special living conditions, 

 Recalling paragraph 296 of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the 
Advancement of Women, in which disabled women are considered as a vulnerable 
group under the heading “areas of special concern”, 

 Affirming its support for the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled 
Persons (1982), 

 Recommends that States parties provide information on disabled women in 
their periodic reports, and on measures taken to deal with their particular situation, 
including special measures to ensure that they have equal access to education and 
employment, health services and social security, and to ensure that they can 
participate in all areas of social and cultural life. 
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