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1. What relationship is there, if any, between the Italian government and the
Democratic Party in Albania?

Searches of English language sources have found no reference to any relationship between the
Italian government and the Democratic Party of Albania (Partia Demokratike e Shqipérisé, or
PDS), other than usual official contacts.

In 2003, for example, the chairman of the Democratic Party, then in opposition, met with the
head of the Italian Parliament Foreign Policy Commission who was on an official visit to
Tirana, and “discussed the possibility of bilateral cooperation and support Italy is providing to
Albania on the road to Euro Atlantic integration”. It was reported that countering organised
crime and trafficking and “possible relations of these elements to politics” was discussed and
that the Italian representative confirmed the support of the Italian government in the process
of Albania’s integration with the European Union."

Since the 2005 elections, the Democratic Party has led the government in Albania and during
these yezags Albania has continued to view Italy as its main strategic political and economic
partner.

No reports were found of immigrant Albanians in Italy being targeted by members or
supporters of the Democratic Party, and no information was found to indicate that the Italian
authorities have tolerated unlawful targeting of immigrant Albanians or failed to provide
protection against such harm.

During research, the following other information of interest and possible relevance was found.
Christian Democratic Party and the Democratic Party of Albania

The Christian Democratic Party of Albania (Partia Demokristiane e Shqipérisé, or PDK) was
a minor party in alliance with the Democratic Party in the 2005 assembly elections and joined
the Democratic Party in forming government.*
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In 2006, however, the political coordinator of the Christian Democratic Party expressed the
view that “the Democratic Party of Albania is predominated by Muslims and that the Socialist
party [Partia Socialiste e Shqipérisé, or PSS] is mostly Orthodox™ and that these two major
parties had been “excluding the Catholics” since 1992.°

Prior to the June 2009 assembly elections, Albania adopted a new electoral code which many
considered likely to impair the ability of the smaller parties to compete with the Democratic
Party and the Socialist Party. According to the Political Handbook of the World, the 2009
elections consequently “produced a broad decline in the fortunes of smaller parties, despite
the involvement of nearly every such party in large electoral coalitions”.® The Christian
Democratic Party had founded a coalition called the Pole of Freedom (Poli i Lirisé, or PL) as
“a center-right ‘third force” in domestic politics” in the lead up to the elections, but won less
than 2 percent of the nationwide vote.’

In the same month as the elections, a local head of the PDK was killed in a bomb attack,
although it reportedly was not confirmed that the attack was politically motivated.®

Anticipated change enhancing freedom of movement within Europe

On 7 October 2010, Agence Europe reported that the European Parliament had given the go-
ahead for removing visa requirements for passport-holders of Albania by the end of the year.
According to the report the draft decision to lift the visa requirement still needed to be
approved by the Council of Ministers in a qualified majority vote in November.? The
President of Albania has welcomed the European Parliament having opened the way to “free
movement” of Albanian citizens.'°
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