UNITED
NATIONS S

Security Council
Distr.

GENERAL

S/ PRST/ 1997/ 50

6 November 1997

ENGLI SH

ORI A NAL: ENG.I SH, FRENCH AND
RUSSI AN

STATEMENT BY THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

At the 3830th neeting of the Security Council, held on 6 Novenber 1997 in
connection with the Council's consideration of the itementitled "The situation
in Georgia", the President of the Security Council made the foll owi ng statenent
on behal f of the Council:

"The Security Council has considered the report of the Secretary-
Ceneral concerning the situation in Abkhazia, Georgia, of 28 Cctober 1997
(S/1997/827).

"The Security Council regrets that, despite strenuous efforts to
reactivate the peace process, there has been no visible progress on the key
i ssues of the settlenent - the future political status of Abkhazia and the
permanent return of refugees and di spl aced persons.

"The Security Council attaches particular inportance to the nore
active role for the United Nations in the peace process, and encourages the
Secretary-Ceneral to continue his efforts to that end, with the assistance
of the Russian Federation as facilitator, and with the support of the group
of Friends of the Secretary-General on Georgia and the Organi zation for
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). The Council calls upon the
parties to cooperate fully with these efforts.

“In this context, the Security Council regrets that the adjourned
hi gh-1evel neeting on the conflict in Geneva under the aegis of the United
Nations did not resune in Cctober as initially planned. 1t wel cones the
intention of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General to resune
this neeting on 17 Novenber to map out the areas where concrete politica
progress could be nmade, to take forward discussion of social and econonic
i ssues in support of a conprehensive settlenent of the conflict, and to
address the issue of return of refugees. The Council calls upon al
concerned to do their utnmost for the resunption of this neeting with the
constructive engagenent in particular of the Abkhaz side.

"The Security Council comrends the efforts of the Secretary-Genera
and his Special Representative ainmed at achieving a conprehensive
settlenent of the conflict, including on the political status of Abkhazia
within the State of CGeorgia, respecting fully the sovereignty and
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territorial integrity of Georgia, and the efforts undertaken by the Russian
Federation as facilitator, in particular the initiative put forward by the
Presi dent of the Russian Federation on 1 August 1997 and the Georgi an-
Abkhaz negotiations held in Sukhum on 9 and 10 Septenber with the
participation of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General. The
Counci| wel conmes the neeting of the President of Georgia and M. Ardzi nba
in Thilisi on 14 August 1997 facilitated by the Foreign Mnister of the
Russi an Federation, and the continuation of direct dial ogue between the
parties and calls upon themto intensify the search for a peaceful solution
by further expanding their contacts.

"The Security Council further encourages the Secretary-Ceneral to take
such steps as are necessary, in cooperation with the parties, to ensure a
pronpt and safe return of the refugees and di spl aced persons to their
honmes, with the assistance of all relevant international organizations.

"The Security Council wel cones the decision of the Council of Heads of
State of the Commonweal th of | ndependent States nentioned in the report to
extend the nandate of the Collective Peacekeepi ng Forces of the
Comonweal th of | ndependent States (Cl' S peacekeeping force) unti
31 January 1998.

"The Security Council wel cones the good cooperation between the United
Nations Cbserver Mssion in Georgia (UNOMG and the C S peacekeeping force
and their efforts to pronmote stabilization of the situation in the zone of
conflict. The Council calls upon the parties to cooperate fully with
UNOM G and the C'S peacekeeping force.

"The Security Council expresses concern at the continuing violations
of the Moscow Agreenent of 14 May 1994 on a Ceasefire and Separation of
Forces (S/1994/583, annex |) and calls upon the parties to ensure the ful
i mpl ement ation of this agreenent.

"The Security Council remains deeply concerned at the continuing
unstabl e and tense security conditions in the Gali and Zugdi di sectors and
in the Kodori valley. The Council strongly condemms the ki dnappi ng of
personnel of UNOM G and the CI' S peacekeepi ng force.

"The Security Council also condemms the continued |aying of mnes,
i ncl udi ng nore sophisticated types of m nes which has already caused
several deaths and injuries anmong the civilian population and the
peacekeepers and observers of the international community. It calls upon
the parties to take all neasures in their power to prevent m ne-laying and
intensified activities by arned groups and to cooperate fully with UNOM G
and the C S peacekeeping force in order to honour their conmtnments to
ensure the safety and the freedom of novenent of all personnel of the
United Nations, the C'S peacekeeping force and international humanitarian
organi zati ons.
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"The Security Council supports the additional neasures envi saged by
the Secretary-General in the report to inprove the safety of UNOM G
personnel and to create conditions for the effective performance of its
mandat e.

"The Security Council wel cones the continued efforts by the United
Nati ons agenci es and humani tarian organi zati ons to address the urgent needs
of those suffering nost fromthe consequences of the conflict in Abkhazia,
Georgia, in particular internally displaced persons, encourages further
contributions to that end, and reiterates its encouragenent to States to
contribute to the voluntary fund in support of the inplenentation of the
Moscow Agreenent and/or for humanitarian aspects including dem ning, as
speci fied by donors.

"The Security Council rem nds the parties that the ability of the

i nternational commnity to assist them depends on their political will to
resolve the conflict through dial ogue and nutual accommodation."



