ATIONS CERD

Di str.
GENERAL

International Convention on
the Elimination

CERD/ C/ 304/ Add. 60
of all Forms of 10 February 1999
Racial Discrimination

Oiginal: ENGLISH

COW TTEE ON THE ELI M NATI ON
OF RACI AL DI SCRI M NATI ON
Fifty-third session

CONS| DERATI ON OF REPORTS SUBM TTED BY STATES
PARTI ES UNDER ARTI CLE 9 OF THE CONVENTI ON

Concl udi ng observations of the Commttee on
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Cuba

1. The Committee considered the tenth, eleventh and twelfth periodic
reports of Cuba (CERD/ C/ 319/ Add.4) at its 1290th and 1291st neetings, on 12
and 13 August 1998, and, at its 1301st neeting, on 20 August 1998, adopted the
foll ow ng concl udi ng observations.

A. | nt roduction

2. The Committee wel conmes the presentation of the State party’s report and
appreci ates the opportunity to resunme the dialogue with the State party. The
report followed the guidelines for the presentation of reports and contai ned
useful information which was conpl emented by the oral information provided by
t he del egation. The Committee al so wel comes the subm ssion by Cuba of the
core docunent (HRI/CORE/ 1/ Add. 84) .

B. Factors or difficulties inpeding the
i npl enentati on of the Convention

3. It is recognized that Cuba has experienced serious economc difficulties
as a result of the enbargo in place since the beginning of the 1990s that
affect the full enjoynment of economic, social and cultural rights, especially
by | ess favoured social groups. Anong those groups there is, for historica
and socio-cultural reasons, a high percentage of the black and mestizo
popul ati on.
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C. Positive aspects

4, Appreciation is expressed with regard to the commtnment of the State
party to elimnating all manifestations of racial discrimnation, especially
through the adoption since 1959 of appropriate |egislation, equal opportunity
policies and w despread education of the population. The policy of pronoting
bl acks to managerial positions at all levels within the country, including the
hi ghest political organs, is wel coned.

5. The statement by the State party that although in public life racia
prejudice is practically insignificant, it still appears in the nost private
areas of life, particularly in social engagenents and marriage, is also
appreciated. Efforts to pronote equality seemto have rai sed a w despread
feeling among the general public that racial prejudice is unacceptable and
harmoni ous interracial relations increase in every walk of life.

6. It is also noted with interest that the 1992 constitutional reform

i ntroduced a nunber of provisions by which aliens resident in Cuba enjoy the
sanme rights as Cubans in matters such as the protection of their persons and
property and the enjoynent of the rights and performance of the duties laid

down in the Constitution

7. The fact that academ c institutions are conducting studies on different
aspects of the racial question is also wel coned.

D. Principal subjects of concern

8. The report of the State party does not provide sufficient information on
the practical inplenmentation of the Convention, in particular articles 4 to 6.

E. Suggestions and recommendations

9. The Committee recommends that the State party, in its next periodic
report, provide fuller information on the denographic composition of the
popul ation in the |ight of paragraph 8 of the reporting guidelines. The
findings of the study being conducted by the Anthropol ogy Centre about race
relations and ethnicity should be summari zed in the next report.

10. The Committee requests the Governnent of Cuba to provide, inits

next periodic report, information on the nunber of conplaints of racia

di scrimnation, the outcome of the prosecution of cases of racia
discrimnation and the redress, if any, provided to persons affected by such
di scrimnation. The role of the Attorney-General in dealing with conplaints
shoul d al so be clearly explained in the light of article 6 of the Convention

11. Particul ar attention should be paid by the State party to the
Committee’s general recomrendation Xl Il (42) of 16 March 1993 on the training
of law enforcenment officials in the protection of human rights and genera
recommendation XVII1 (42) of 19 March 1993 on the establishnment of nationa
institutions to facilitate the inplenentation of the Convention. Information
in that respect should be included in the next periodic report.
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12. The Committee invites the State party to give publicity to the
Convention, the periodic report as well as the Conmittee’ s concl uding
observations thereon, so that the judiciary, the Iegal profession, the

rel evant governnent agencies and the public at large are nade fully aware of
the provisions and the potential of the Convention

13. It is noted that the State party has not made the declaration provi ded
for in article 14 of the Convention and sonme nenbers of the Conmittee
requested that the possibility of such a declaration be considered.

14. The Committee reconmends that the State party’s next periodic report,

due on 16 March 1999, be an updating report and that it address all the points
rai sed in the present observations.



