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South Africa must address gender based violence and police violence
Human Rights Council adopts Universal Periodic Review outcome on South Africa

Amnesty International has consistently raised concerns about high rates of gender-based
violence in South Africa,! including brutal attacks based on the victims’ sexual orientation or
gender identity.? The organization emphasizes the need for a national strategic plan on
combatting gender-based violence, and for urgent improvement in conviction rates and justice
for survivors.? It welcomes South Africa’s commitment to improve access to HIV and maternal
health services,* and to eliminate the challenge of pervasive inequalities,® noting that
marginalised women and girls continue to face barriers to safe abortion care.®

Several states raised concerns about excessive use of force by the police and we welcome
South Africa’s acceptance of some of these recommendations to reduce excessive use of force,
including through training and capacity-building of the police.” Amnesty International is
concerned by reports by the Independent Police Investigative Directorate of 61 cases of torture,
25 cases of rape by police on duty and 1857 cases of assault, over a period of six months in
2016.8

Amnesty International welcomes South Africa’s enactment of the Prevention and Combatting
of Torture of Persons Act and its acceptance of recommendations to ratify the Optional
Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment
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or Punishment.® The organization acknowledges steps taken by the government to prepare for a
national preventative mechanism.©

Amnesty International is dismayed, however, that more than five years after the South African
Police Service killed 34 striking mine workers at Marikana and injured more than 70 others,
the victims and their families are still waiting for justice. The organization urges the
government to ensure full accountability for these deaths and injuries and to expedite
reparations for the victims and their families.

Background

The UN Human Rights Council adopted the outcome of the Universal Periodic Review of South
Africa on 22 September 2017 during its 36™ session. Prior to the adoption of the report of the
review Amnesty International delivered the above oral statement. Amnesty International also
published a document on some of its human rights concerns prior to the review of South Africa:
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr53/5458/2017/en/
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