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Reporters Without Borders is disturbed by all the inconsistencies and procedural violations
marking an investigation into Nikolai Yarst (Hukonaw fpct), an experienced freelance
journalist who is under house arrest in the southern city of Sochi on a charge of illegal
possession of drugs.

Yarst, who was working for public TV station OTR at the time of his arrest on 23 May, is facing a
possible 10-year jail sentence under article 228 of the criminal code.

“Many questions need answering,” Reporters Without Borders said. "Why have there been
contradictory versions of Yarst’s arrest? Has it been confirmed that his fingerprints were not on
the envelope containing the drugs? Why did the police take a week to realize his clothes had
traces of drugs and can that be considered evidence if those traces have now disappeared?
And if he really was a drug addict, why would he have drugs in his car while on his way to a
meeting with the police?

“Yarst's latest story implicated the Sochi police, a member of which had also had a personal
argument with him, so the utmost care is needed. The best way to get at the truth would be
to order an additional investigation and assign it to someone else. The allegations by Yarst’s
lawyer of serious procedural violations must be taken into account. If it turns out the charges
were fabricated to block Yarst’s investigations, all necessary conclusions must be drawn.”

On 23 May, Yarst and his cameraman Philip Vasilenko (dunnunn BacuneHko) were heading to
an appointment at the Sochi office of the Investigative Committee (Russia’s FBI equivalent) in
the hope of getting information for a story they were working on.

Their car was stopped en route by a traffic policeman who - while refusing to identify himself,
- said the car was the subject of a police bulletin. However, according to the version later
given by the interior ministry, the car was stopped because of a traffic violation and was
searched because the driver and passenger were behaving “strangely.”

Either way, many other policemen immediately arrived at the scene and one of them allegedly
discovered the envelope containing drugs on the back seat.

Yarst was arrested, given drug tests, and was charged with illegal possession of drugs. After
two days in policy custody and the start of a campaign for his release, he was released and
placed under judicial control.

A week later, the police said they had found traces of drugs on the clothes he was wearing at
the time of his arrest, although the traces were so slight that nothing remained. A new order
was then issued putting him under house arrest for two months, and forbidding him to
communicate with anyone except his lawyer and the investigating judge.

The investigation was concluded in record time on 7 June and an additional investigation was
ordered - for just one day. Yarst's lawyers are currently being informed of the evidence
against him, which has to be endorsed by the prosecutor’s office and then passed to the
court. Yarst denies the charges, which he claims were fabricated in response to the story he
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was working on.

At the time of his arrest, Yarst was investigating the case of a seven-year-old girl who
remained in the custody of her mother’s partner after the mother’s death. A court ordered that
the girl, who had inherited land and real estate, be placed in her father’s custody but the
police and Investigative Committee did not comply, suggesting complicity with the mother’s
partner.

The defence also thinks the fabrication might be linked to an argument Yarst had on 20 April
with a person who identified himself as a colonel in the local police and who reportedly
threatened him with “reprisals.”

Many journalists and local human rights groups, including the Union of Russian Journalists,
have condemned the charges against Yarst and are campaigning for their dismissal. A press
conference with Yarst’s lawyers will be held in Sochi at 3 p.m. on 27 June.

Sochi’s hosting of the 2014 Winter Olympics is being used by Reporters Without Borders for a
campaign to draw attention to the state of freedom of information in Russia and to express
support for Russian civil society.

Photo: Nikolai Yarst’s page on Vkontakte social network

NMoao3puTenbHOE YroJIOBHOE AEeNI0 Ha XXypHaaucTta us Coum

«PenopTepbl 6e3 rpaHnL» KpaliHe 03abo4yeHbl NpoL eccyasibHbIMM HAPYLUEHNAMU U
NpOTUBOPEYNSMM B NPOBEAEHUN paccneAOBaHUS B Aefle HE3aBMCUMOTo XypHanncra Hukonas
flpcTa. DTOT OMNbITHLIN XYPHANNCT, KOTOPbLIA B HacToswee BpeMs paboTaeT c 06, eCTBEHHbIM
TenekaHanom OTP, 6bi1 apecTtoBaH 23 mas B Coun. EMy 66110 npeabasneHo o6BmMHeHve B
“He3aKOHHOM NpMobpeTeHnn, XpaHEHUN N NMepeBO3KE HAPKOTUKOB B KPYyNHOM pa3smepe”
(ctaTtbsa 228 YK). NMoMelw eHHbIM NO4 AOMALWHWIA apecT, OH PUCKYET JIMWNTbCS CBO60A4bl CPOKOM
Ha pecsaTb NneT.

“B aTOM gesie MHOTO HesicHoro. lNMoyeMy ob6croaTenbcTBa ero apecra 6o NnocneaoBaTENIbHO
npeacrasfieHbl B pa3HbIX POTUBOPEYMNBLIX BEPCUAX? Bblio M JOKa3aHO, YTO HA KOHBEpPTE C
HapKoTMKaMuK He 6bIN0 oTNevyaTKoB Nanbues Hukonasa Apcra? Noyemy nonmumm notTpebosanach
uenas Hegens Ans TOro, 4Tobbl 06HapYXUTb cnelibl HAPKOTUKOB U Ha o4eX e XypHanucra?
MoXeT M 3TOT aKT paccMaTpMBaATbLCA B Ka4eCTBE YNKU, YYUTbIBAS, YTO Ha CEFOAHSILLHMUNA
AEHb 3TW cneabl ncyesnn? Ecnm xe XypHanucT Ha caMoM Aesie HapKOMaH, Toraa Kak OH cMor
NMOCTYNUTb TaK ONMPOMETUYMBO M MOJIOXMUTb HAPKOTUKN B CBOK MallMHY, CObUpasicb Ha BCTpeuy C
opraHamu npasonopsiaka?”, - BOT Kpyr BONpOCOB, KOTOpble 3aaatoT cebe «PenopTepbl 6e3
rpaHuu».

“MocneaHee paccnegoBaHue XypHanucra Kacasaocb 4eNCTBUIA MECTHON MOANL MKW, OAUH U3
COTPYAHWKOB KOTOPOW, BO3MOXHO, HaX0AMCA C HUM B IMYHOM KOHDnKTEe. Taknm obpasom,
Heo6X0AMMO NMPOABAATbL OCTOPOXHOCTb. s Noucka npasabl HEO6X0ANMMO NMepeHecTH
cneAcTBME B APYrOW pernMoH 1 NpoBecTn AOMNOJIHUTENIbHOE paccneaoBaHue. Heob6xoammo
YyuYuTbiBaTb OMNaceHUs afABOKaTOB NOACYAMMOIr0, KOTOPbIe 3asB/ISAIOT O CEPbE3HbIX
npoueccyajbHbiX HapyuweHuax. Ecnn 6yaeT gokasaHo, 4To Aeno 6bino chabprMkoBaHO NPOTUB
XXYPHaIMCcTa no npuymHe ero npodeccnoHanbHOM AeATENbHOCTUN, HYXHO byaeT caenaTtb
Heob6xoanMble BbiBOAbI”.

23 maga 2013 r., okono 15-tn yacos, Hukonaw Spct n ero onepatop ®ununn BacuneHko
Hanpasnsnncb B CneacTBeHHbIM KoMuTeT Coun ans Toro, 4tobbl NOAy4YnTh MHPOPMaL MO ANa UX
paccnepgoBaHusa. Oduuep 4OPOXHOM NONML MK, OTKa3aBLWNNCA NPeACTaBUTbCS, 3a4epxXas nx
MalWunHy, 1 3a8BWUJ1, YTO Ha HUX €CTb OpUeHTnpoBKa. o 6onee no3gHeln sepcnn MBI MawmnHy
OCTa@HOBW/IM 3@ HapYLWeEeHWe Npasua JOPOXKHOIo ABUXEHUS, @ NOBEAEHNE BOAUTENSA U
naccaxupoB 6bl10 «HeaAeKBaTHbIM», 3-3a Yero 6bi1 NpoBeaeH 06bick. Ha mecTo
He3aMeannTenbHO Npubbin Apyrue cOTpyaAHUKM noamumm n npecca. OANH U3 COTPYAHMKOB
obHapy»Xwun Ha 3agHEM CMAEHUUN MALLINHBLI KOHBEPT C HAPKOTUKAMMU.

Hukonas AApcra 3agepxanun, NpUHYAUAN cAaTb aHa/M3bl HA Ha/MYME HAPKOTUYECKUX CPeACTB U
apecroBasim 3a "He3aKOHHOEe XpaHeHMe HAapPKOTMKOB"”. 3a XypHanncra BCTYMNUIOCb MHOX ECTBO
ero kosuier. Yepes asoe cyTok Hukonas Apcra otnycrunam Ha ceoboay noa noanmCKy o
HeBble3ge. CnycTa HeAeNo NoNMU NS 3asaBU1a, YTO Hallna clelbl HAPKOTMKOB Ha oAexae,
KOTOPYI XYPHaIMCT HOCUA B A€Hb 3a4epXaHus, 0AHAKO B TAKOM HE3HAUYUTESIbHOM
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KOJIMYECTBE, YTO HUYETO HE OCTaNl0Ch. [locne 3TOro XypHaaMcra NOMecTuan Noa AOMallHUMN
apecT Ha ABa Mecsiua c 3anpeToM obwaTbCs € kKeM 6bl TO HM 6bI10, 332 UCK/IIOYEHNEM a4 BOKATOB
M npokypopa. PaccnegoBaHne NpoBenn B peKOPAHO KpaTKMUe CPOKWN U 3aBEPLLUUAN 7 UIOHS.
Cneacreue no aesy BO306HOBUAN Ha OAUH A€Hb M3-3@ NOSBIEHUS HOBbIX 0O6CTOSATENLCTB U TYT
)Ke 3aKpbiin. B HacToswee BpeMsi aABoOKaTbl 3HAKOMSTCA C MaTepuaslaMu yrosloBHOIo aena,
KOTOpOE npoKypaTypa AOo/mKHa 6yaeT yTBepAUTb M 3aTeM nepeaaTb B cya. Hukonan Apcr
MOJIHOCTbO OTPULLAET BCE OOBMHEHMUSA N YTBEPXAAET, UTO AEJIO CBSAA3AHO HaNpsIMyo C ero
npodeccnoHanbHOM AeSATEeNbHOCTbIO.

Ha MoMeHT apecrta Hukonan Apcr npoBOAM XX YPHANIMCTCKOE paccienoBaHue no geny
ceMuieTHEN 1€BOYKM, KOTOPYHO MOC/e CMEPTU ee MaTepu yaepxurBaeT COXUTENb NocneaHen.
XypHanuct pasobnavan 6e3gencrene coTpyaHMKoOB noamumm n CneacTBeHHOro KoMmTeTa no
npUMeHeHnto cyaebHOro peweHna nepegaTtb AEBOUYKY, KOTOpasa yHaclegoBana 40O
HEeABMXXMMOIO MMyLLEeCTBa M 3eM/n, ee 6MON0rMYecKoMy OTLY. DTO Bbi3blBaeT NOA03PEHMUSA B
CylleCTBOBaHWM CroBopa Mexay COTPYAHMKaMM NPaBOOXPaHUTENIbHbIX OPraHOB U MLOM,
yAepXMBaLW MM AeBOYKY. [lpyras Bepcms 3aluThl 3aknto4aeTcs B ToM, 4To 20 anpens
Hukonan ApcTt noccopuncs C YENOBEKOM, KOTOPbI NpeaCcTaBuICsa NOJIKOBHUKOM MECTHOWM
NOSIML MU, KOTOPbIA €My NpUrpo3nn “0ToMCcTuUTh”.

MHOrmne Konnern n MecCcTHble NpaBo3aWUTHUKN, B TOM Yncne Coto3s xypHanucros Poccum,
BbICTYNAT B NO0AAEPXKY XYPHAINCTA U NMPOTECTYT NMPOTUB BbIABUHYTbIX 06BMHEHUI. lMpecc-
KOH(epeHLU NS, HA KOTOPOWN aABOKaTbl PAaCKpPOT MaTepuasbl gena, COCTOMTCA 27-ro UKIOHSA B
Couwu.

B 2014 r. B Couu cocTtoaTcs 3MMHUE OIMMMNNNCKNE Urpbl. B cB3n ¢ 3TM «PenopTepbl 6e3
rpaHnL>» 3anyCcTUINM KaMNaHWIo NOAAEPX KN POCCUNCKOrO rpa)aaHCKoro obuwecrea, 4tobbl
npueneYb 06 eCTBEHHOE BHMMAHME K COCTOSIHUIO cBO6oAbl MHOpMaumnm B Poccun.

DOTO CJZIMYHOM CTpaHML bl BKOHTaKTE

You can download those documents on our website :
e, (PDF - 236.8 kb)
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