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Reporters Without Borders condemns police violence against many journalists during
demonstrations throughout Turkey on 31 May to mark the first anniversary of the start of the
“Occupy Gezi” protest movement.

After Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan warned in advance he would permit no
demonstration in Istanbul’s Taksim Square, the epicentre of the protests a year ago, the
media were denied access to the square from the start of the afternoon. At least 25,000
policemen and 50 water cannon trucks were deployed in Istanbul alone.

In the course of using teargas and rubber bullets to disperse the protesters, the police also
targeted journalists. At least ten journalists were attacked and the members of a CNN
International crew were detained.

“A year after Gezi, the security forces are still using unjustifiable violence against journalists
covering demonstrations,” said Johann Bihr, the head of the Reporters Without Borders
Eastern Europe and Central Asia desk.

“The impunity enjoyed by those responsible for last year’s abuses just encourages the police
to continue. It is high time the authorities reined in such practices by abandoning their
inflammatory rhetoric and by ensuring that those guilty of violence are punished.”

There were at last seven cases of violence against journalists in Istanbul on 31 May. Berna
Sahin, Gokhan Bigici of the Dokuz8Haber news website , Zeynep Kuray of the pro-Kurdish
news agency ANF and a Halk TV cameraman were attacked by police while covering the
protests.

Elif Akgiil, a woman reporter for the Bianet news website, was injured by a rubber bullet.

Pepper spray was sprayed in the face of Erdal Imrek, a reporter for the left-wing daily Gunlik
Evrensel, at close range. His colleague, Duygu Ayber, was attacked by police after showing his
press card. Police officers insulted Ekin Karaca of Bianet and Sinem Ugurlu of Ginliik Evrensel.

In Ankara, a teargas canister struck freelancer Piero Castellano in the chest, causing injuries
that needed emergency treatment but were not life-threatening. Four other journalists were
beaten with batons while covering clashes between protesters and police.

A CNN International crew was detained on the orders of a senior Istanbul police officer.
Correspondent Ivan Watson was reporting live from Taksim Square when he was asked to
show the press card he had received from the prime minister’s office. As he did not have his
passport with him, the police claimed that the press card could have been forged, detaining
Watson and his crew for half an hour, until the passport was produced. At one point, a
policeman kicked Watson.
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Hundreds of protesters were arrested and many were injured by the police violence in
Istanbul, Ankara, Izmir, Adana and other major cities on 31 May.

"Occupy Gezi” was a major anti-government protest movement that began when the
authorities used violence to break up a protest against an urban development project in
Istanbul. It sparked a wave of demonstrations that the police dispersed with repeated use of
violence during the summer of 2013.

At least 153 journalists were physically attacked and 39 others were detained from May to
September 2013. Many people have already been put on trial for alleged rioting but an
investigation into all the police violence is still under way. At the same time, the government
continues to accuse independent and foreign media of plotting against it and siding with
“terrorist” groups.

Turkey is ranked 154th out of 180 countries in the 2014 Reporters Without Borders press
freedom index.

Gezi'den bir yil sonra: Polis Siddetine Tam Cezasizhk

Uluslararasi Sinir Tanimayan Gazeteciler (RSF), Gezi eylemlerinin yildénimi olan 31 Mayis'ta
goOrev yapan Turkiyeli ve uluslararasi medya calisanlarina yénelik polisin siddetini bir yazil
aciklamayla protesto etti.

RSF Avrupa ve Orta-Asya Masasi sorumlusu Johann Bihr, yetkilileri gazetecilere siddete son
vermeye, kiskirtici sdylemlerden vazgecmeye ve siddet faillerini cezalandirmaya gagirdi.

RSF Merkezi'nin bulundugu Paristen diin (3 Haziran) yapilan yazili agciklamada Bihr, s6z konusu
saldinlarn “kararh sekilde” kinadiklarini ifade etti; “"Glvenlik kuvvetleri, Gezi'den bir yil sonra,
eylemleri izleyen habercilere karsi yersiz sekilde siddet uygulamaya devam ediyorlar. Gegen yil
islenen ihlallerin cezasiz birakilmasi sorumlular tizerinde, ayni ihlalleri stirdiirmeleri konusunda
ancak cesaretlendirici etki yapabilir” dedi.

En az 10 haberciye saldiri, CNN’e gozalti

Basbakan Recep Tayyip Erdodan, gegen yil eylemlerin merkezi olan, bu yil da habercilerin
gecisine de izin verilmeyen Taksim Meydani’nda hig bir eyleme izin vermeyeceklerini agiklamisti.
Eylem 6ncesi, Istanbul’da 25 bin polisin gérevlendirildigi, 50 kadar da TOMA aracinin park
cevresinde konuslandirldigi duyurulmustu.

Eylemcileri siddete basvurarak daditan, géz yasartici gaz ve plastik mermilere basvuran polis,
medya profesyonellerine bilingli sekilde saldirdi. En az 10 gazeteci saldirilya ugrarken CNN
International kanalinin bir ekibi de gézaltina alindi.

istanbul'da en az yedi haberci saldiriya ugradi: Eylemleri izlemeye calisan dokuz8haber.com
muhabiri Gokhan Bigici, ANF muhabiri Zeynep Kuray ve gazeteci Berna Sahin polisge darp
edildi. bianet muhabiri Elif Akgiil’lG plastik mermiyle yaraladi. Ginlik Evrensel gazetesi muhabiri
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Erdal Imrek’in yiiziine yakin mesafeden biber gazi sikildi; Ayni gazeteden Duygu Ayber’e
basin kimlik karti kontrol edildikten sonra saldirildi. bianet muhabiri Ekin Karaca, “gliven
timleri”nin coplu saldinsina ugradi, Ginlik Evrenselden Sinem Ugurluda tehdit edildi.

Ankara’da Italyan serbest gazeteci Piero Castellano, Ziya Gékalp Caddesi'nde gé§siine goz
yasarticl gaz kapsuli isabet etmesi sonucu yaralandi. Tedavi altinda alinan gazetecinin saghk
durumu iyi. Ayni siralarda polis, olaylari gérintilemeye calisan gazetecileri copla hedef aldi.

Gezi'nin yildéniminde Taksim Meydani’ndan canl yayin gergeklestiren CNN International
kanalinin bir ekibi bir polis amirinin emriyle gdézaltina alindi. Yayinda Basbakanlik Basin Yayin
Enformasyon Genel Mlidirligi’'nian verdigi basin kartini gésteren kanalin muhabiri Ivan
Watson, “basin karti sahte olabilecegi ve pasaportunu gostermesi gerektigi” gerekcesiyle
gbzaltina alindi. Watson pasaportunu getirtene kadar ekibi gézaltinda tutuldu. Gézaltina
alinirken Watson arkadan tekmelendi.

31 Mayis gecesi, Istanbul, Ankara, izmir, Adana ve baskaca kentlerde yiizlerce eylemci
gdzaltina alindi; bircok kisi de yaralandi.

Gezi'de 153 haberciye saldiriya ne oldu?

Hikimet karsiti yaygin “Gezi” eylemleri ("Occupy Gezi”), istanbul'da bir kentsel projeye karsi
gelisen eylemlerin bastinimasindan dogmus ve tim tlkeye yayilmisti. Mayis-Eylil déneminde
polisce sert sekilde bastirdigi eylemler sirasinda en az 153 gazeteci saldirya ugramis, 39'u da
go6zaltina alinmisti.

Eylemlere katildiklar iddiasiyla bircok kisiye dava coktan acilmisken polis siddetiyle ilgili
sorusturma hala suriyor. Hikiimetse, aciklamalariyla, kendisine komplo kurmakla ve terér
gruplarini cesaretlendirmekle sucladidi uluslararasi medya ve Turkiye bagimsiz medyasini hedef
almayi sirdirdyor.

Tirkiye, 180 dlkenin yer aldi§i RSF’nin Diinya Basin Ozgiirli§l Siralamasi’nda 154. sirada
gosteriliyor.
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