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Questions 
 
1. Is there currently a bill proposing an amendment to the Turkish Citizenship Law? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
1. Is there currently a bill proposing an amendment to the Turkish Citizenship Law? 
 
According to the Turkish Press Review citing the New Anatolian-Turkish Daily News, there is 
currently a bill being debated to change the citizenship laws particularly in relation to foreigners. 
The article states: 
 

A bill proposing an amendment to the Turkish Citizenship Law, which would introduce new 
regulations on the naturalization of foreigners in Turkey, will be debated by Parliament’s Interior 
Commission on Wednesday. Under the bill, foreigners who want to obtain Turkish citizenship would 
be eligible if they fulfill the necessary requirements, although fulfilling them wouldn’t mean 
automatic naturalization. The necessary requirements for foreigners to acquire Turkish nationality 
would include being of legal age; being of sound mind; have been settled in Turkey for five years; 
behaving in a way which confirms their intent to settle in Turkey; have no dangerous diseases; be of 
good moral character; be able to speak reasonable Turkish; have an income or job which provides 
enough for them to support themselves and dependants; and for them not to pose a threat to national 
security or public order. Those who fail to do obligatory military service and acquire foreign 
citizenship without permission from the authorities would no longer be stripped off their nationality 
under the bill. In related news, an antiterrorism bill that has become controversial over suspicions 
that it might pave the way for an amnesty to Abdullah Ocalan, jailed head of the terrorist group 
PKK, is on its way to Parliament’s agenda again. The bill is to be handed over to the Justice 
Committee by a sub-commission. The sub-commission has removed an article that critics said would 
pave the way for an amnesty for Ocalan but has insisted to keep another article that military circles 
oppose. That article envisages a reduction in punishment for unarmed illegal organizations. The 
Justice Committee is now expected to take up the bill tomorrow and Parliament is likely to enact the 
bill before its summer recess, most probably the next week at the latest (2006, ‘Parliament to 
debate Turkish Citizenship Bill’, Turkish Press Review 
http://www.byegm.gov.tr/YAYINLARIMIZ/CHR/ING2006/06/06x06x19.HTM#%207 – Accessed 
6 July 2006 – Attachment 1). 
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