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Now, the catalogue comprises the following premises: suspension of the criminal proceedings;
confirmation of the identity of the accused; collection of evidence in particularly complicated
cases, cases conducted outside Poland or when the accused intentionally draws out proceedings.

Currently, prisoners can be placed in such conditions for a definite period of up to 14 days. Upon
the judge’ s consent, this can be extended to 28 days. This period can be prolonged to 90 days, but
only under exceptiona circumstances (martial law, epidemics and a threat to an individual’s
security). Persons who are put in such cells are aso accorded longer daily walks (by 30 minutes)
and additional recreation and educational activities or physical education and sports activities.

Under this Act, prosecutors from the V etting Office of the Institute of National Remembrance-Chief
Commission for the Prosecution of Crimes against the Polish Nation (hereinafter Institute of
National Remembrance) took over the competences of the Public Interest Commissioner. To ensure
full respect of process guarantees and human rights, the Act granted lustrated persons al the rights
provided to a suspected/accused person under the Code of Criminal Procedure. It also introduced
one more important change, namely that lustration proceedings are conducted in open court, unless
the lustrated person motions for the whole tria or part of it to be heard in closed court. A case may
be ordered to be heard in closed court ex officio or at the prosecutor’ s motion if there are grounds to
believe that state secrets could be disclosed. The lustration casefiles are open and so a party to such
proceedings can use the whole body of evidence to set his or her line of defence.
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Should it transpire that archival records used during proceedings are still classified, the Director of
the Vetting Office in consultation with the President of the Institute of National Remembrance
take measures to declassify such records. The Classified Information Protection Act of 5 August
2010 introduced an important change in this regard. The Act, as a rule, does not provide for any
special protection of persond files kept in the Institute of National Remembrance’s archives that
concern officers, employees and soldiers active in the Secret Service of the People’s Republic of
Poland, as well as persons who cooperated with it. This amendment has led to a considerable
reduction in classified evidence used in lustration proceedings.

The Act was examined for its constitutionality by the Constitutional Court (Constitutional Court
judgement of May 11, 2007). The Court ruled that every individual, not only public officias,
accused publicly of working for, serving or collaborating with, the state secret service, may apply
for the institution of proceedings. The law also gave vetted persons the right to file a motion for
cassation of final judgements.

Aimed a prevention and intervention, KCIK measures are addressed to victims of human
trafficking and labour exploitation, aleged victims, persons under serious threat of human
trafficking and their families, as well as institutions that are directly involved in providing victims
with relief and care.

Those measures include a programme of development of child care institutions for children under
3 years of age, “Maluch”; a programme supporting local governments in the process of creating a
local system of child and family care. Moreover, from 2008 until 2011:

» Act on the Support for Persons Eligible for Alimony entered into force;

« family allowances were raised (by over 40%), care benefits for persons who gave up work or
did not start work to care for a disabled family member were increased, old-age pension
insurance and disability insurance contributions for persons on parental leave (paid by the
state budget) were also raised;

 the right to clam a childcare benefit was granted to parents on parental leave who are
gainfully employed and their work does not interfere with childcare;

 claiming family benefits arising from the birth of a child was made conditional on the mother
being under medical care during her pregnancy;

e company socid benefit fund can now pay for childcare in nurseries and kindergartens and
finance such forms of childcare in companies,

« theright to claim care benefits for giving up work to care for a disabled family member is no
longer based on the claimant’ sincome.

Before this provision was implemented, courts relied only on medical examination conducted by
court-appointed physicians. Such examination was free of charge only when ordered by a court or
aprosecutor.

For example, within the framework of the Programme of Counteracting Domestic Violence, a
number of trainings, national surveys and socia campaigns were organized. They focused on
maltreated children, the elderly and persons with disabilities, victims of domestic violence and
their offenders.

In 2008 and 2009, the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy along with the National Competence
Centre and the Nobody’s Children Foundation carried out a national social campaign to reduce
domestic violence, change peopl€e's attitudes towards this phenomenon and prepare the young
generation for responsible family life.

The campaign was divided into three parts. The first one, “I love. | do not hit”, was addressed to
people experiencing violence, children, parents, activists who work to solve this problem, and
people who resort to domestic violence. The second one, “1 love. | react”, was directed at society
as a whole and encouraged people to report cases of violence. The last stage of the campaign -
“Childhood without violence” was launched in September 20009. Its aim was to make people aware
that physical violence was not an effective parenting method.

The government programme for reducing crime and antisocial behaviour “Safer Together”, in
operation since 2007, is a good example of measures meant to counteract domestic violence. It
involves efforts undertaken by the Police, central and local government administration authorities
and socia partners.
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The Polish Ministry of Interior implements a specific EU programme "DAPHNE 11" (2007-2013)
to Prevent and Combat Violence against Children, Young People and Women and to Protect
Victims and Groups at Risk. The Ministry set up a website dedicated to the Programme, organized
a series of trainings and two international conferences on how to apply for Programme grants
(summarized in publications available in Polish and English), launched a contact database for
persons interested in the Programme, and initiated an email service to answer questions from
interested entities.

Moreover, in 2009 the Nobody's Children Foundation was tasked with operating a helpline for
children. The Foundation is aso involved in a number of information and promotion measures
across Poland that raise public awareness of the helpline for children.

8 The most important initiatives realised in 2008-2011:

extension of the actual retirement age, mainly by limiting entitlement to earlier retirements,
implementation of “Solidarity of Generations — Actions Supporting People over 507, a
programme of incentives for employing people 50+ and measures meant to raise job skills and
improve labour effectiveness,

implementation of the 45/50 PLUS programme,

amendment of the Promotion of Employment and Labour Market Ingtitutions Act facilitating
work life and child care balance,

implementation of the “Programme for Developing Education in Rural Areas 2008-2013”,
implementation of programmes meant to increase |abour market participation of persons with
disabilities: “Computer for Homer 2003" — partial financing the purchase of basic and
specialist computer hardware, “Partner 111 — supporting tasks and projects implemented for
persons with disabilities by non-governmental organisations’, “PEGAZ 2003", “Ready to
work — supporting persons with disabilities in becoming employed”, “ Student”.

providing legal grounds for the development of a public system of lifelong education,
enhancing the potential and cooperation of public and non-public institutions dealing with
employment, social assistance and integration,

development of active forms of assistance for persons at risk of being socially excluded or
socially excluded persons, including the devel opment of social economy,

implementation of projects co-financed with EU funds meant to improve the situation of
women in the labour market (promotion of entrepreneurship, employment support, promotion
activities addressed to employers, public awareness campaigns against discrimination of
women aged 45+),

amending the Law on Welfare Co-operatives and implementing a programme called
“Supporting the Devel opment of the Welfare Co-operative Movement”.

®  Selected actions in the field of human rights education:

2010

2011

Nationwide conference "Manual on human rights education for children" designed to launch
a discussion on activities of educationa institutions for respect for the law and formation of
attitudes of civic responsibility.

Inauguration of the regional training courses preparing teachers to work with children in the
area of human rights, tolerance, prevention of discrimination and racism based on the Polish
version of the educational package of the Council of Europe.

Conference "Education for equality - equality in education" aimed to discuss the methods and
tools for strengthening anti-discrimination perspective in Polish education.

Summer Academy "Democracy in school” - held annually in July in the Training Centre for
the Development of Education; its objectives are: intercultural education, education on human
rights and civic education; participants come from countries covered by the program of
Eastern Partnership (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova) and Denmark,
Finland, Germany, Norway, Russia and Sweden.
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« Workshop of intercultural education "In the circle of Islam culture", carried out annually
since 2005, as part of ongoing cooperation of Ministry of Education with Polish Committee
for UNESCO; the recipients are students and teachers of Polish secondary and high schoals.
The objective is the promotion of openness to cultura diversity, including dissemination of
knowledge about national and ethnic minorities in Poland and actions for the Euro-Arab
dialogue.

Depending on the type of disability, learning and instruction are organised in such a way as to
adjust the process of education, forms and curricula to the individual needs of the child and to
offer him or her the right kind of psychological and pedagogica assistance, including
complementary classes. The special organisation of study is based on adecision justifying the need
for specia education. Children and young people whose health prevents them from attending pre-
school and school or makes it extremely difficult for them to do so can be taught individualy
based on a decision justifying the need for individual compulsory one-year pre-school preparation
and individua school study. Children and young people who are severely mentally retarded realise
compulsory education by attending rehabilitation and general educational classes, taught
individually or in groups, organized on the basis of decisions justifying the need for rehabilitation
and general educational classes. For small children (from birth until they start school), early
development support is organised based on an opinion that early development support is required.
The 2010 Ordinance of the Minister of National Education on admission of persons who are not
Polish citizens (...):

« introduces easier procedures for admission of children and young people who are not Polish
citizens to schools and ingtitutions in Poland;

« sets out the fees paid by foreigners for studies in post-secondary schools, upper secondary
schools for adults, artistic schools, teacher training colleges and institutions, as well
exemptions from such fees or part thereof;

« prescribes a method for organising additional Polish language classes and the learning of the
country of origin’slanguage and culture;

« describes the organisation of compensatory classes eliminating differencesin curricula;

e sets out the amount of scholarship for foreigners who benefit from studies as scholarship
holders of the minister competent for education and formation.

The support includes:

10

1

12

« partia financing of salaries of disabled employees,

« refunding socia insurance contributions of disabled persons who run a business and farmers
with disabilities,

« refund the costs of construction or extension of an establishment’s buildings and premises,
transport and administrative buildings, resulting from employment of persons with disabilities
by an employer who runs a protected work establishment whose disabled persons
employment rate equals at least 50%.

From 2008 until 2011, PFRON carried out, as part of the 2007-2013 Human Capital Operational
Programme, projects meant to develop independence and activeness of people with disabilities:

« “Support for the deaf in the labour market”,
« “Support for the blind in the labour market” ,
« “Support for people with motor disability in the labour market”,
« “Support for people with intellectual disability”,
e “Support for people with autism”.
e “Study of the situation, needs and opportunities offered to persons with disabilities in
Poland”,
« “Support for persons with disabilities in unrestricted access to information and services in the
Internet”.
A socia campaign “Vocationally able” was carried out in 2009. It was meant to raise awareness
that people with disabilities are full-fledged employees and to instil confidence in people with
disabilities that they can pursue their professional goals.
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It provides for:

the principle of equal treatment in accessing and benefiting from labour market services and
instruments regardless of sex, racia, ethnic or national origin, religion, faith, beliefs,
disability, age or sexual orientation;

in the scope of labour office activities — the implementation of the principle of equal treatment
when performing such activities;

the prohibition on the posting of job offers by district-level (powiat) labour offices if the
employer’s offer provides requirements which violate the principle of egqua treatment and
may discriminate among job candidates;

the imperative to implement vocationa assistance and information services in line with the
principles of equdlity;

the principle of equality with regard to participation in trainings;

in the scope of establishing criteria by the provincia governor (wojewoda) regarding labour
performed by foreigners — prohibition of applying discriminatory requirements.
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