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|. SCOPE OF DOCUMENT

1.1 This assessment has been produced by the Country Information & Policy Unit,
Immigration & Nationdity Directorate, Home Office, from information obtained from a
variety of sources.

1.2 The assessment has been prepared for background purposes for those involved in the
asylum determination process. The information it contains is not exhaudtive, nor is it intended
to catalogue dl human rights violaions. It concentrates on the issues most commonly raised in
asylum dams mede in the United Kingdom.

1.3 The assessment is sourced throughout. It is intended to be used by caseworkers as a
sSgnpos to the source materid, which has been made avallable to them. The vast mgority of
the source maerid is readily avalable in the public domain.

1.4 It is intended to revise the assessment on a 6monthly bass while the country remains
within the top 35 asylum producing countries in the United Kingdom.

1.5 The assessment will be daced on the Internet (http:/Aww.ind.homeofficegov.uk). An
eectronic copy of the assessment has been made available to the following organisations.

Amnesy Internationa UK

Immigration Advisory Service

Immigration Appdlate Authority

Immigration Law Practitioners Association

Joint Coundil for the Wdfare of Immigrants
JUSTICE

Medica Foundation for the care of Victims of Torture
Refugee Coundcil

Refugee Legd Centre

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

II. GEOGRAPHY

2.1 The State of Eritreahas an area of 121,144 sg km. It lies on the Red Sea coagt of north-
eagtern Africaand is bordered by Sudan to the Northwest, Ethiopiato the south and Djibouti

to the Southeast. At mid 1998 Ertiresls population was estimated by the United Nationsto ke
3,577,000, The populdtion isfarly evenly divided between Tigrinya-gpesking Chridtians,
traditiona inhabitants of the highland areas, and the Mudim communities of the western
lowlands, northern highlands and eastern coast. The capitd is Asmaraand the main port cities
ae Massawa and Assab. Severd languages are spoken, including Tigrinya, Tigreand
Amharic. Arabic and English are dso widely spoken. [1][2][3]



I1l. HISTORY

Refer to Africa South of the Sahara (source [1]) for more detailed history of events
prior to 1991

FOUNDATIONS OF ERITREA

3.1 Ity ruled Eritreafrom the late 19th century to 1941, when British forces captured the
territory during the Second World War. The United Nations (UN) gpproved afederation
between Eritrea and neighbouring Ethiopiain 1952, rather than outright independence. Under
the autocratic rule of Ethiopian Emperor Halle Sdasse, Eritreals autonomy was eroded and in
1962 its status was reduced to thet of an Ethiopian province. [1][2]

RESISTANCE TO ETHIOPIAN RULE 1952-1991

3.2 The Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF) began an armed struggle to free Eritrea from
Ethiopian contral in 1961. Splits within the ELF in the mid-1960s led to the bresking away of
the reformist Popular Liberation Forces faction, which was renamed the Eritrean People's
Liberation Front (EPLF) in 1977. The ELF and the EPLF fought a civil war between 1972
and 1974. There were further splits within the ELF in 1977-78 and in 1985, following asscond
civil war. These defectionsto the EPLF destroyed the ELF as an effective military force.
Themost influentia groups remaining outs de the EPL F have been those associated with
Ahmed Nas=, leader of the ELF-Revolutionary Coundl (ELF-RC), and an Idamist group
that grew amongst Eritrean refugeesin Sudan during the 1980s. The EPLF meanwhile
emerged as awd| disciplined palitical and military organisation. [1][2]

3.3 Following the revalution in Ethiopiain 1974, which brought the hardline Marxist 'Dergué
regime to power, thousands of people joined the Eritrean resistance groups. Resistanceto
Ethiopian rule increased sgnificantly following the Dergue's 1977 'Red Terror' campaign of
political represson. The EPLF fought Ethiopian forces from its bases in the highlands
throughout the 1980s and successful campaigns saw the EPLF develop from aguerrillaforce
into aregular aamy. The EPLF captured Massawain 1990 and Asmarain May 1991. [1][2]

INDEPENDENCE 1993 & TRANSITIONAL GOVERNMENT

3.4 At the sametime that the EPLF captured Asmara in 1991, the Ethiopian People's
Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF), an anti-Dergue dliance led by the Tigre People's
Liberation Front (TPLF), captured the Ethiopian capitd Addis Ababa and ougted the Dergue.
The EPRDF was sympathetic to Eritrean independence, accepting the EPLF asthe
provisona government of Eritrea, and agreed to the holding of an independence referendum in
Eritreain 1993. [1][2]



3.5 Inadvance of the 1993 referendum, the EPLF formed a government and established
ministries, most of whose key personnd were EPLF members.  Eritregls economy was
devagtated from years of fighting and the EPLF undertook a programme of recongruction. A
UN-supervised referendum on independence from Ethiopia took place in April 1993.
1,102,410 Eritreans voted in the referendum with 99.8% of votesin favour of independence.
Independence was prodamed on 24 May 1993 with internationd recognition following on 28
May 1993.[1][2]

3.6 Following forma independence, the EPLF declared afour-year trangtiond period,
intended to pave the way for acondtitutiond and plurdidtic palitica sysem. Thetrangtiond
government conggted of three dements: the Consultative Council, an executive body formed
from the ministers, provincid governors and heads of government commissions; the Nationa
Assembly, alegidative body formed from the EPLF's central committee and representatives
from provincia assemblies and appointees of the centrd committee; and the judiciary. The
Nationad Assambly dected the EPLF's Secretary-Generd 1ssaias Afewerki first President of
independent Eritrea.on 8 June 1993. [1][2]

THE PFDJ AND CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENTS

3.7 Presdent Afewerki gppointed a Consultative Council of 14 ministers, dl EPLF members,
and ten regiond goverrorsin June 1993. At the EPLF congressin February 1994 the People's
Front for Democracy and Justice (PFDJ) was formed, to transform the EPLF from amilitary
front to a politicd movement for peace and democracy. The intention was to embrace dl
Eritrears, with the exception of people accusad of collaborating with Ethiopiaprior to
independence. The EPLF/PFDJ espoused its support for aplurdidtic political sysem. It was
intended that a new condtitution, which would be put to anationd referendum, would etablish
anew politica structure and regulate the formation of political parties. [1][2]

3.8 In March 1994 the Nationd Assambly resolved to replace the Consultative Council, the
former executive body, with anew State Council. A Condtitutional Commissonwasaso
created. The Assembly aso resolved to reorganise itsdlf, to henceforth comprise 75 members
of the PFDJs Centrd Committee and 75 directly dected members, dthough no mechanism
for thelr dection was announced. There was no provison made for participation by oppostion
patiesin theinterim system. Later in March 1994, Afewerki reshuffled government
ministries in what was seen as an atempt to formaise the separation of government functions
and the PFDJ executive. [1][2]

3.9 Conferences on reforming the condtitution took placein 1994 and 1995. Therewas
extensive popular consultation with more than 1,000 meetings throughout the country attended
by half amillion people. However, no opponents of the Government were invited to
contribute. [1][2]

3.10 In May 1995 Afewerki announced a government rationdisation programme. The 30,000
strong civil service was to be reduced by one third and 6,500 civil servants that had not been
combatant members of the EPLF were made redundant immediately. Eritrealsten



adminigtrative regions were reduced to Sx. New names for these regions were gpproved in
November 1995 thet are unrelated to the ethnic groups that inhabited them. [1][2]

3.11 A Condtituent Assembly was established in 1997 to discuss and ratify the draft
Condlitution. The Assembly comprised 527 members, of whom 150 were sdected from the
Nationd Assembly and the remainder from representatives of Eritreans resdent aoroad or
eected by regiond assemblies. A 30% quota for women was adhered to. A new
Condtitution was adopted by the Condtituent Assembly in May 1997. Under the terms of the
Condtitution, the Presdent would be eected for amaximum of two five-year terms. The
Presdent would have the power to appoint the ministersand Supreme Court judges. A two-
thirds mgjority in the Nationad Assembly could revoke the Presdent’s mandate. [1][2][4]

3.12 The new Condlitution provided for ‘conditiond’ palitica plurdism. With the adoption of
the new Conditution, the Congtituent Assembly was dishanded, having empowered a
Trangtiond Nationa Assembly to act asthe legidative body until the holding of nationa
dections. The Trandtiond Nationd Assembly comprises 75 PFDJ Centrd Committee
members, 60 members of the former Congtituent Assembly and 15 representatives of
Eritreans resdent abroad. 1t was intended that eections to the new assembly would be held in
1998 hut these have been postponed indefinitely since border hodtilities with Ethiopiabegan in
mid-1998. [1][2][4]

POLITICAL OPPOSITION

3.13 An effective ban on other political groups has operated since the EPLF took power in
1991. The ELF factions have maintained that hundreds of palitica prisoners have remained in
detention. 26 members of the ELFRC were detained in Ethiopiain 1994 and other ELFRC
members were reportedly returned forcibly to Eritrea [1][2]

3.14 In December 1996 there were anumber of political assassinations, indluding the ELFs
former commanding officer, Abubekar Al-Hussain, and aformer military commeander of the
radica armed Idamist group the Eritrean Idamic Jhad (ElJ). The Government blamed most
of these incidents on the EIJ but some speculated that pro-Government dementsinvolved in
internd disputes might have been respongble. The killings were dso linked to anti-corruption
investigations in which PFDJ members were found guilty of involvement in smuggling
activities. [1]

3.15 Opposition to the PFDJ Government continued in the late 1990s, mainly from disaffected
Eritreansresident abroad. Radio broadcasts on the clandestine 'V oice of Free Eritred radio
dation, gpparently broadcagting from Sudan from in late 1997, claimed to represent the
Eritrean Nationd Alliance, agroup of Eritrean opposition organisations formed in Khartoumin
late 1996. [1]

3.16 Following the outbreek of the border conflict with Ethiopiain 1998 (see Sections 3.17 -
3.23) Sudan took advantage of the fighting to resolve differences with Ethiopia at Eritreds
expense. Rdations between Sudan and Eritrea had been tense since the early 1993, when



members of the ElJs military wing entered Eritreafrom Sudan. Both countries subseguently
accused the other of harbouring opposition groups. Further atacks by the ElJ againgt targets
in Eritreatook placein 1995. Clashestook place dong the border between Eritrean and
Sudanese troops in 1997 when tenson was particularly high. Ten Eritrean opposition groups
based in Khartoumn launched the Alliance of Eritrean Nationd Forces (AENF) in March 1999,
which isled by Abddlah Idriss, the Chairman of the ELFCC, who has consstently opposed
the EPLF/PFDJ from exile. The AENF announced thet it would form an Eritrean
Government in exile. The AENF has been dismissed as a creation of Sudan and Ethiopia. By
mid-1999 Sudan hed indicated its willingness to improve rdaions with Eritrea and in May 1999
Presdent Afewerki and his Sudanese counterpart signed a reconciliation agreement. [1][2]

BORDER CONFLICT WITH ETHIOPIA 1998-2001

3.17 Reaions with Ethiopia, which were good following independence in 1993, deteriorated in
1997 &s disagreements arose following Eritregdls introduction of a new currency, the Nafka
Fighting erupted in May 1998 in the disputed border area around Badme and spread in June
1998, with both sdes carrying out air raids againgt towns in each other's territory. A cease
firein agrid warfarewas agreed to in June 1998. A lull in fighting after June 1998 was ended
in February 1999 when further heavy fighting took place, both on the ground and in the air.
Obsarvers esimated thet up to 30,000 combatants died in the fighting. The fighting diminished
ggnificantly in April 1999, with both Sdes dedlaring their commitment to Organisation of
African Unity (OAU) peace plans, [1][2][5]

3.18 There were numerous clashes between Eritrean and Ethiopian troops throughout late
1999 and early 2000. In April 2000 delegations from Ethiopia and Eritrea agreed to attend
OAU sponsored talks in Algiers adthough the ddegations would not agree to meat face to
face, and the talks collgpsed after 6 days. [1]

3.19 In mid May 2000 hodtilities resumed with Ethiopia launching amgor offendve. It was
edimated thet between 500,000 and one million Eritreans hed fled as fighting increased and
that about 850,000 Eritreans and an estimated eight million Ethiopians were in need of
emergency assstance. Hodlilities continued into mid June 2000 but following extensive
negotiations both sides expressed their readiness to accept the OAU ceasefire agreement and
findly on 18 June 2000 the agreement was Signed. [1][6]

3.20 This agreement provided for an immediate cease-fire and the deployment of a UN
peacekeeping force in a 24-kilometre buffer zone ingde Eritrea. At ameeting in Washington,
DC, USA in July 2000 to discuss, attstanding technicd issues, the demarcation of the border
and compensation for damages during the conflict, it was estimated that some 100,000 people
had been killed and more than 1 million had been displaced. [1]

3.21 In mid-September 2000 the UN Security Council gpproved the deployment of aforce of
4,200 peece keepers, the UN Misson in Ethiopiaand Eritrea (UNMEE). It was given an
initid mandate of 6 months and charged with monitoring and ensuring that both sdes complied



with the agreement on the cessation of hodlilitiesincluding the redeployment of forcesto
agreed positions. [1]

3.22 On 12 December 2000 in Algiers Ethiopia and Eritrea Sgned a comprehensive peace
agreement ending the border conflict. The agreement provides for a permanent end to
hodtilities, the release and repatriation of POWSs and civilian detainees, and an investigation
into the origins of the conflict. 1t establishestwo neutrd commissons. Oneto ddimit and
demarcate the boundary and the second to resolve compensation daims. Despite anumber of
setbacksin implementation, on 18 April 2001 the UN dedared that a 25km buffer zone,
Separating the forces of the 2 countries, had been established. [10b][10c]
[10d][10€][10f][10g][10N][10i]

3.23 0n 9 March 2001 the UN Security Coundil voted to extend the UN Mission until 15
September 2001. [18]

V. INSTRUMENTSOF THE STATE

POLITICAL SYSTEM

4.1 The Conditution, which came into effect in May 1998, provides for democrtic freedoms
but the provisions of the Condtitution have not been implemented fully yet, mainly because of
the outbreek of the border conflict with Ethiopiain 1998. [4][6]

4.2 The PFDJ continues to dominate the Government and is the sole legal palitica party in
Eritrea. Moves towards a multiparty system have been delayed because of the border
conflict with Ethiopia Elections that should have been held in 1997 were postponed until 1998
and then, dter fighting with Ethiopia broke out, were postponed indefinitely. However during
2000 the Government established two committees to develop guiddines and rulesfor new
eections and the formation of politicd parties. Nationd Assembly dections are scheduled to
take place in 2001. [6]

LEGAL FRAMEWORK & JUDICIARY

4.3 Thejudidary isformdly independent butis week and subject to interference by the
executive. Thejudiciary isadministered as part of the Ministry of Justice and relies on the
Ministry for logistical and sdary support, which further limits the judiciary's independence. [6]

4.4 Thejudiday hasthree parts civilian, military and specid courts. The civilian court
system conggts of village, sub-regiona and regiond courts and a High Court that serves as an
gopdlate court. Thejudicid sysem is gill developing but suffersfrom alack of trained staff
and poor funding, which in practice limits the right of accused people to apeedy trid. 16 new
courthouses were completed in 1998 but the conflict with Ethiopia has since limited
development of the judicid infrastructure. [6]



4.5 Atindependence, the Government decided to retain the Ethiopian legd system. Village
courts hear smple crime cases. Regiond courts hear more serious cases and the High Court
hears cases involving murder, rgpe and other serious charges. A pane of three judges hears
cases before the High Court. A single judge hears casesin lower courts. The Government
has developed new commercid, pend and crimina codes, which were reedy for ratification by
the Nationd Assembly at the end of 2000 athough these werenct ratified by the end of the
year. A new civil codeis expected to be completed by 2001. [6]

4.6 Defendants have accessto legd counsd, usudly a their own expense. Whilethereisno
forma public defender's office, the Government has requested successfully that defence
atorneys work without fee to represent defendants accused of crimes punishable by more
than ten years imprisonment who are unable to afford legdl representation. Verdicts may be
appedled againg to the High Court, which comprises a president and five judges. [6]

4.7 Asthe populdion islargely rura, most people only have contact with the legd system
through village courts, which dedl mainly with civil matters. Crimina cases are trandferred to
magidrates. Many loca issues, such as property disoutes and petty crimes, are adjudicated by
locd eders according to custom, or, in the case of Mudims, Shari'alaw. Traditiond courts
cannot impose sentences involving physica punishment. [6]

4.8 To tackle the growing backlog in the civilian court system, the Defence Minister cregted
the specid court sysemin 1997. Judges in the specid courts are senior military officers, most
of whom have little if any legd experience. The spedid courts have jurisdiction over crimind
cases, including capitd offences, and cases of corruption by senior officids. The specid
courts may aso re-try dvilian court casesinduding those decided by the High Court. [6]

4.9 The specid courts dso handle cases of dleged corruption during theindependence war by
former members of the EPLF. Senior former EPLF fighters often are held to a stringent
unwritten code of conduct and violaions of this code are handled by specid courts outsde the
normdl judicia process. Former fighters accused of violating this code have been arrested and
held without forma cherge. [6]

4.10 In the specid courts there are no defence lawyers and no right of gpped. The continued
handling of civilian cases by the specid courts raised problems of due process becase of the
absence of defence counsel and denid of gpped rights. [6]

4.11 The drafting of many dvilians, indluding judges, defendants, lawyers and court officids,
into the military because of the border conflict with Ethiopia that began in 1998 has had a
sgnificant negative impact on the judiciary. The High Court was reduced from seven to three
benches and regiona and village court personnd were reduced by 40%. There have
consequently been lengthy delays in the processing of cases. During 2000 some of these
personnel were permitted to return to work. [6]

4.12 Arbitrary arrest and detention remain a problem. The Pendl Code limits the period a
detainee may be held without charge to 30 days. In practice, however, the authorities
sometimes hold suspects for much longer periods. [6]



MEDICAL SERVICES

4.13 In the period 1990-1995 the infant mortdity rate was estimeted to be 101 per 1,000 live
births. In 1991 there were 8 hospitas, 4 hedth centres and 8 hedlth stations under the
adminigration of the Government; these had increased to 17, 32 and 120 respectively by 1994,

[2]

4.14 A gatidica survey produced in 1997 by the World Hedlth Organisation on the leve of
medica services ranked Eritrea 169 out of atotd of 191 countries. Information provided by
the World Hedth Organisation indicated in 1999 thet 2.87% of the adult population live with
HIV infection. [15a][15b]

V.HUMAN RIGHTSS TUATION

HUMAN RIGHTS: INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

5.1 The Eritrean Government has a poor humean rights record.  Although serious problems
remain there were improvementsin some areasin 1999. The Pend Code of Eritrea, a
modified verson of the Ethiopian Penad Code, and the Conditution prohibit torture or crud,
inhuman or degrading trestment or punishment. However, many observers believe that the
police at least occasondly resort to torture and physical beetings of prisoners, particularly
during interrogations. Arbitrary arrest and detention remain a problem and an unknown
number of people suspected of assodiation with the Ethiopian Mengistu regime, radica Idamic
groups and terrorigt groups remain in prolonged detention without charge. In August 2000 the
Government dlowed the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) accessto
Ethiopian dvilian detainees and prisoners of war. Freedom of the Press remains limited

dthough independent newspapers are flourishing. [4][6][7]

ERITREAN HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANISATIONS

5.2 Responghility for handling humen rights enquiriesis held jointly by the Minisry d Foreign
Affairsand the Minigtry of Locd Government. All NGOs must register with the Eritrean
Rdief and Refugee Commisson. Following a Government order in 1998 most NGOs left. In
1999 they began returning when the Government encouraged their involvement in development
and humanitarian ad. At the end of 2000 there were 36 NGOs operating within the country.

[6]

5.3 A locd human rights organisation cdled Citizens for Peace (CPE) was formed in 1998 to
investigate Ethiopias deportations of Eritreans. In July 2000 this organisation was registered as



alocd NGO and widened its mandate to include other human rights problems. In June 2000
the CPE issued a statement gppedling to citizens and the Government to safeguard the human
rights of Ethiopians living in the country. [6]

INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANISATIONSIN ERITREA

5.4 With the exception of the ICRC mogt internationa human rights organisations are not
permitted to operate within the country. During the year the ICRC continued its programmes
providing food and shdter to gpproximately 243,000 people displaced by the conflict with
Ethiopia. At the beginning of 2000 it was not permitted to vidt dl detainees. However in
Augugt 2000 accessto firg Ethiopian civilian detainees and then Ethiopian prisoners of war
was granted. Access to Ethiopian detainees in Asmarawas not granted until November 2000.
In September 2000 the government agreed to conduct future repatriations of Ethiopian civilians
under ICRC auspices and to alow the ICRC to organise the return of Ethiopian POWs.
Although the Government generdly abided by this, on 14 October 2000, 881 Ethiopians were
deported without ICRC participation. In January 1999 a delegation from Amnesty
Internationa vigited Eritrea for the first time snce 1991. Amongdt othersit met Government
minigters and officials and representatives of the CPE. On 29 July 2000 Eritrea acceded to the
four Geneva Conventions of 1949. [6][7][17][20]

HUMAN RIGHTS: SPECIFIC GROUPS
WOMEN

5.5 The Government has consistently advocated improving the status of women, many of
whom played amgor role as independence fighters. Since independence, women have had
the legd right to equa educationa opportunities, equa pay for equa work and legd sanctions
againg domestic violence. The Condtitution and the trangtiond Civil Code prohibit
discrimination againgt women and the Government generdly enforces these provisons.
[4][6][16]

5.6 Much of Eritrean society remains traditiona and patriarchal and most women have an
inferior status to men in the home and society. In practice, men retain privileged accessto
education, employment and control of economic resources with more digpaitiesin rurd than
urban aress. [6]

5.7 The Government takes afirm public stance agains domestic violence but observers
believe that violence againgt women, particularly in highland aress, is pervasive. Spousa
abuse, particularly wife begting is common, athough domegtic violence is sldom discussed
openly by women. If any action istakenit islikdly to be within the family or by rdigious
clergy. [6]

5.8 Women between the ages of 18 and 40 are required to perform nationa service and
women have been involved in fighting in the border conflict with Ethiopia that began in mid-



1998. However, during 1999 the Government began removing women from direct combat and
resssgning them to other duties, such astraining. [6][16]

5.9 Women are under-represented in government and politics. To encourage grester
participation of women in paliticsthe PFDJ named three women to the party's 19 member
Executive Council and 11 women to its 75 member Centrd Council at the lagt party congress
hedin1994. Women filled dmog hdf the postionsin the congtitutionad Commisson and hold
senior government pasitions, including the posts of Minigter of Justice and Minister of Labour.
The Law reserves athird of regiond Nationd Assembly seats for women, and women are
aso able to compete for the non-reserved seets. [6]

5.10 Femde genitd mutilation (FGM) is widespread with an estimated 95% of women and
girls having been subjected to it. Mogt ethnic and religious groups practice FGM. Thereisno
law prohibiting FGM dthough the Government has worked officidly to combat the practice of
FGM. The Government ard other organisations induding the Nationa Union of Eritrean
Women sponsored education programmes that discourage the practice. In addition the UN
Population Fund sponsors reproductive hedth projects which focus on the negative physicd
and psychological effects of FGM. [6]

5.11 For further information on Ethiopian women in Eritrea see para 5.33.

CHILDREN

5.12 The Minigtry of Labour and Human Wedfare is responsible for policies concerning the
rights and welfare of children. The Children's Affairs Divison, apart of thisminigtry covers
childcare, counsdlling and probation. Child prostitution, pornography and sexud exploitation are
crimina offences under the law. [6]

5.13 Primary educetion is free but there is a shortage of schools and teachers and only about
60% of primary age children atend school. Secondary education is neither free nor
compulsory and attendance is 53%. High school students are required to participate in
summer work programmes, for which they are paid. 75% of Eritreds popudion isilliterate.

[6]

5.14 The legd minimum age for employment is 18 years dthough apprentices may be hired at
14. Labour ingpectors in the Ministry of Labour and Human Wefare are responsible for
enforaing employment laws pertaining to children. The Condtitution prohibits forced or bonded
labour, including that performed by children, and there have been no reports thet it occurs.
However, it is common for children in rurd aress who do not attend to school to work on
family farms and in urban areas some children work as street vendors. The government has
not yet rdified the Internationd Labour Organisation (ILO) Convention 182 on the worst
forms of child labour. The Condtitution prohibits forced or bonded |abour induding thet
performed by children and there were no reports in 2000 thet it occurred. [6]



5.15 A smdl number of children under the age of 18 have reportedly entered military service,
usudly as aresult of inadeguate identification documents. When soldiers have been found to
be below 18 they have been removed from service. [6]

HOMOSEXUALS

5.16 Same-s=x sexud activity islegd for men and women in Eritreaand there have been no
reports of discrimination or persecution of homosexudls, [14]

ETHNIC GROUPS

[A map of Eritrea showing distribution of ethnic groups is annexed as sour ce document
11]

5.17 The Condtitution prohibits discrimingtion on the grounds of race, ethnic origin, colour or
language. The PFDJ discourages political movements based on ethnic or rdigious groups asiit
fearsthat they could exacerbate ethnic and religious differences. [4][6][8]

Ethnic Groups:

5.18 Tigre (Tigray) - the Tigre peoples represent about one third of Eritreals population.
Culturdly and ethnicdly they are rlated to the Bga of Sudan. Claiming Arab origin, their
languege, Tigre, is Semitic. Mogtly Mudim, their primary occupation is cettle herding. Mogt
are nomadic but some have sattled. The use of the Tigre language is dedlining under the
impact of Tigrinyain Eritrea. There are threemain Tigre groups, Haba, Ad Tekle and Ad

Temaryam. [8]

5.19 Afar (Danakils) - the Afars are mainly Muslim and inhabit the coastal lowlands of the
Danakil Depresson. They spesk Afar and Arabic and are mainly pastoral nomads. Afar

leaders have been criticd of the EPLF/PFDJ but have been in favour of the freedom enjoyed
by the regiond assambly in their home areas and the support given by the Government to the
Afar-based Front pour la Restoration de I'Unite et |la Democratie in neighbouring Djibouti. [8]

5.20 Saho - the Saho live between Afar and Tigre areas and are nomadic or ssmi-nomedic
people, and mainly Mudim. They spesk locd languages and Arabic. Land taken for the
resettlement of 500,000 Eritrean refugeesin Sudan islikely to be that used by the Saho. [8]

5.21 Bilen - the Bilen inhabit the area around the town of Keren. They areamostly
agriculturdist people, comprisng two main tribes, the Bet Tequwe and the Gebre Terge, of
about 15,000 each. About a quarter of the Bilen population are Roman Cetholics [8]

5.22 Beni Amber - the Beni Amer are abranch of the Tigre people, living in the northern
lowlands. They are Mudims and many Beni Amer are included in the thousands of Eritrean
refugees in Sudan. [§]



5.23 Kunama and Baria- the Kunama and Baria tribes inhabit the southern part of the
western lowlands. They are of Nilotic origin, like the inhabitants of western Ethiopia and
southern Sudan. The Bariawere forcibly Idamicised and about one third of the Kunama are
Chrigians. During 2000 there were reports of Government and societd discrimination against
the Kunama. Asareault of the exisence of a Kunama opposition group operdting in Ethiopia
and supported by the Ethiopian Government some Kunamaiin Eritrea are suspected of
upporting or sympathising with the Ethiopian Government. During fighting in the border war
from May to June 2000 Ethiopian troops occupied many aress inhabited by Kunameas, and
after the withdrawa of Ethiopian troops some Kunamawere accused of collaboration or
loating. In June 2000 gpproximatdy 200 Kunama were detained without charges on suspicion
of collaboration. Most were rdeased within afew months dthough by the end of 2000 severd
Kunamas remained in detention. There were unconfirmed reports that the Government took
land from some Kunama on the grounds that it was not being efficiently exploited. Thisland
was sad to have been given to members of other ethnic groups. Some societd discrimination
againg Kunamais due to the fact that they are seen as ethnicaly and culturdly different from
the maority of citizens. [3][6][8]

5.24 Jerberti (also known as Jiberti/Jabarti/Jaberti)- the Jeberti are Mudims scattered
throughout the Christian Highlands who practice Idam but dso observe some customs of the
Chrigtians among whom they live. The Jeberti speek the Tigrinya language and some Arabic.
In 1994 members of the Jaberti were detained and held without charge or trid until they were
released in early 1996. Since 1996 there have been no report of further detentions of Jeberti.
[12][19]

SUPPORTERS OF ELF AND ELF-RC

5.25 There were unconfirmed reports that the Government continued to hold numerous
members of the armed opposition group ELF. However members of the ELF-RC faction who
left at the time of independence have since returned and been gppointed as Governors
(mayors) as part of the Government’ s efforts to integrate different sections of Eritrean society
into the adminigration. ELF-RC members have taken up posts in government departments
such as the Minigtry of Information and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs sincetheir returnto
Eritrear. Membership of the ELF has not prevented them from returning to the country or
playing an active role in government. The organisation is il active in exile, mainly in Sudan
and Ethiopia and the government’ s reaction to returning members of ELF will depend on the
position held in the organisation and the type of activity undertaken. Those who had been
responsible for anything thet could be interpreted as terrorism or violence may belikdly to
come to the attention to the authorities. [6][13]

ETHIOPIANSIN ERITREA



5.26 Before the border conflict with Ethiopia began in 1998 there were an estimated 100,000
Ethiopians working in Eritrea. They conssted of long-term residents, some married to
Eritreans, and more recent migrant workers. The port of Assab in particular hosted some
35,000 Ethiopians. [5]

5.27 After the outbresk of the border war the Eritrean Government stated in June 1998 that
Ethiopian nationds could leave Eritreaor day if they wished. In early 1999 more than 3,000
Ethiopians resident in Eritrea returned to Ethiopia through pressure of unemployment or
homelessness, as aresult of the war. It gppears that these returns were not as aresult of
Government expulsions or Government policy. This brought to more than 25,000 the tota of
Ethiopians who Ieft Eritrea during the border war. The Ethiopian Government repestedly
accused the Eritrean Government of forced expulsons, detentions, torture and extrgudicid
executions. In January 1999 the Government admitted holding 6 Ethiopiansfor investigation
into aleged espionage, Amnesty Internationa could otherwise find no evidence to subdtantiete
most of the daims made by the Ethiopian Government. [5][17]

5.28 In 2000 anumber of problemsfor Ethiopiansin Eritrea were reported. Some Ethiopians
hed difficulty renewing residence permits and were subject to detention when stopped by the
authorities with an expired permit. There were occasions when Eritreans threstened and best
Ethiopians after fighting in the border war resumed in May 2000 and there were times when
the police intervened too late to prevent or hdt the abuse There were reportsthat in May
2000 some Ethiopians were arrested for raising the Ethiopian flag in public places. In August
2000 the Government shut down al businesses in Asmara owned by Ethiopians (gpproximetey
300) and gave Ethiopians occupying Government owned housing one month’s notice to quit. It
is reported that the Government froze some Ethiopians bank accounts and seized assets.
Some Ethiopians had difficulty renewing various licences and leases. It isnot dear how many,
but a sgnificant number of Ethiopians logt their jobs or were dismissad because of ther
naiondity; in some cases this would have been due to therr Ethiopian employers flesing or
having their businesses closed down. [6]

5.29 During 2000 the Government detained between 10,000 and 20,000 Ethiopians, meny of
whom were repatriated or deported. Between June and September 2000 detention camps
were etablished for Ethiopians scheduled for repatriation and deportation. [5][6][7]

5.30 Various problems were reported in the detention camps. Some detainees were forced to
work outside their camps dthough after avisit by ICRC in late August 2000 POWswere no
longer forced to work. Monitors reported that conditions in the camps were generdly

adequate athough there were reports of sickness and death in some of the camps. There
were credible reports that security for ces beat Ethiopian detainees who were awaiting
deportetion or repatriation. There were aso reports that security forces killed some detainees,
in particular, Sx were reported to have been killed by camp guards & acamp in Wia There
was no investigation into these reports by the end of 2000. A guard a the Keren camp shot
and injured a detainee, who was subsequently trested and repatriated to Ethiopia No actionis
known to have been taken againgt the guard. [6]



5.31 An unknown number of Ethiopians, mastly men, were hed in police gations, prisonsand
jalsin Asmara. The Government stated thet they were being held for their own protection,
because they had committed a crime, or because they were due for deportation. In November
2000 the ICRC was dlowed to visit anumber of these police gtations. By the end of 2000
there was no evidence that they continued to be held in police stations, prisons or jalls. [6]

5.32 In August 2000 the Government began deporting and repatriating Ethiopians to Ethiopia
Mogt were repatriated voluntarily athough many were forcibly deported. By the end of 2000
more than 25,000 Ethiopians had been returned. Only about haf of the returns took place with
ICRC participation. 1n July and August 2000 thousands of Ethiopianswere deported under
difficult and dangerous conditions without ICRC participation. As aresult anumber
disappeared and are thought to have died. Some detainees were forced to march for 18 hours
non-gtop. In September 2000 the Government declared that it would conduct future
repatriations of Ethiopian civilians under ICRC auspices and dlow the ICRC to organise the
return of Ethiopian POWs, dthough in October 2000 800 Ethiopians were deported from the
Keren camp without |CRC participetion. [6]

5.33 In Juy 2000 the Government deported 92 Ethiopian women to Djibouti by boat and there
were credible reports that Eritrean soldiers best and rgped some of the women whilein
detention prior to deportation. Ethiopian women working as barmaids and progtitutesin
Asmarawere Sngled out for detention and deportation to Ethiopia. This was reported to be
duein part to the fear that these women spread HIV/AIDS. It was reported that women who
could demondrate they had a child with an Eritrean father were dlowed to Say, dthough
some deportees dleged they were not alowed to take their children, as the fathers were
Eritrean [6]

5.34 An esimated 40,000 to 50,000 Ethiopians remain in the country and the Government has
dated on severd occasionsthat it has not adopted a policy of deporting dl Ethiopians from the
country. [6]

SUPPORTERS OF ETHIOPIAN DERGUE REGIME

5.35 Amnesty Internationa has reported that some 120 officids of the former Ethiopian
Dergue regime convicted of human rights violations were serving prison sentences of up to 15
yearsimposad for human rights abuses. The secret trids were reported by Amnesty to fall
short of internationa standards, with the defendants denied the right to legdl representation or
to appedl againg their conviction. [7][17]

RELIGIOUSGROUPS

5.36 The population is fairly evenly divided between Tigrinya-gpesking, mainly Orthodox,
Chrigtians, traditiond inhabitants of the highland areas, and the Mudim communities of the
western lowlands, northern highlands and esstern coast. Most Chrigtians adhere to the
Orthodox Church but there are dso Roman Catholic and Protestant communities. At the end



of 1997 there were an edimated 130,889 adherents of the Roman Catholic Churchin Eritrea
A small percentage of the population adheres to traditiond beliefs. [1][2]

5.37 The separation of the Eritrean Orthodox Churchfrom the Ethiopian Orthodox Church
was agreed in September 1993, shortly after Eritreaformally achieved independence from

Ethiopia [1][2][3]

5.38 The Condtitution provides for freedom of rdigion, but the Government redtricts this right
inpractice. Chrigtianity and Idam are practised and tolerated widdly with people freeto
worship at the church or mosque of their choice. The authorities continue, however, to harass,
detain and discriminate againgt members of the smal community of Jehovah's Witnesses.

[41[6]

5.39 Claghes between Government forces and Mudim fighters of the Sudan-based military
wing of the Eritrean Idamic Sdvation (EIS) have taken place dong the border with Sudan
since 1993, which have led the Government to restrict travel dong much of the border. The
ElS occasiondly lays mines, leading to additiond travel restrictions. [1][2][6]

5.40 Jehovah' s Witnesses have experienced harassment and discrimination because of their
refusal on religious grounds to perform military service or vote in areferendum. Jehovah's
Witnesses did not therefore vote in the 1993 independence referendum and do not fulfil
military service obligations and have conssquently been denied Eritrean citizenship. Jehovah's
Witnesses have aso been subjected to dismissal from the civil service, had trading licences
revoked and been denied passports, identity documents, exit visas and access to Sate-owned
housing. [1][6]

5.41 The Minigtry of Justice denies that any Jehovah's Witnesses were held without charge
but acknowledges that some are in gaol for convictions on charges of evading nationd service.
In 1998 severd members of the Jehovah's Witnesses were arrested for failing to comply with
the Nationd Service Law and some weretried. Thereisno information available on the
verdicts or sentences in these cases. At the end of 2000 gpproximately five Jehovah's
Witnesses remained in detention without being tried or charged some for more than five years
for faling to perform nationd service. The maximum pendty for refusing to perform nationa
savice is three years. Officids have denied that any members of Jehovah's Witnesses are
being held without charge whilst admitting that some (in addition to some Mudims) arein jall
fallowing conviction for evading nationd service. The army has resorted to various forms of
extreme physica punishment to force objectors to undertake military service. (Seedso
sections 5.58 - 5.61) [1][6]

HUMAN RIGHTS: OTHER ISSUES

FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY & POLITICAL ASSOCIATION

5.42 The Eritrean Government is dominated by the PFDJ, the sole legdl palitical party. There
are no legd oppogtion palitica parties. The Government has dated its belief that public



education and indtitutiona structures are needed before multi-party democracy can be
egablished. Although the new Congtitution came into force in May 1998 the Government has
dill not fulfilled its commitment in the Condgtitution to move towards ademocraticaly eected
government. Elections that should have been hdld in 1997 were postponed to 1998 and then,
with the outbregk of the border conflict with Ethiopiain 1998, postponed indefinitely. During
2000 the Government established two cammittees to develop guiddines and rules for new
dections and the formation of politicd parties. Nationd Assembly dections are scheduled to
take place in 2001. [4][6]

5.43 The Condtitution provides for freedom of assembly and the Government respects this
right in prectice. A permit from the Ministry of Locd Government isrequired for apublic
meeting or demondration. Permitsare, in generd, granted fredy for non-political meetings or
gatherings and there were no reportsin 2000 that permits for political demondrationswere
denied. [4][6]

5.44 The Condtitution aso provides for freedom of association and stetes that every citizen
has the right to form organisations for political ends. The Government has il not dlowed the
formation of any legd opposition parties dthough in 2000 it established two committeesto set
thisin motion. It has dso ated its opposition to the formation of rdigious or ethnic-based
parties on the grounds that their formation may exacerbate rdigious and ethnic differences.

[41[6]

FREEDOM OF SPEECH & OF THE PRESS

5.45 The Congtitution provides for freedom of speech and of the Press but the Government in
practice, regtricts these rights, though to alesser extent in 2000 than in previous years. [4][6]

5.46 The Government controls much of the media, including three newspapers, aradio and
televison gation and one of only two newspaper printing pressesin the country. There are no
independent radio or television gations. Four independent newspapers dosed during the year
when dl their reporters were caled up for military service. At the end of 2000 there were nine
independent papers and magazines. Three independent newspaper's - Setit, Kastedebanaand
T<ghena - eech have acirculaion of 15,000. The proGovernment publication Trgta has the
widest circulaion of 20,000. Private ownership of broadcast media and foreign ownership of
any mediaare not permitted. The Government has the authority to ban theimport of foreign
publications but has yet to use this powe. [6]

5.47 The 1996-press proclamation forbids loca reprinting of artides from banned publications.
The Government continues to redtrict the right of the religious media to comment on politics or
Government palicies In theory, non-reigious media are free to criticise the Government but
criticismis limited and the media practices sdf -censorship. [6]

5.48 All newspapers must obtain a licence from the Minigtry of Informetion (Mol) before
publication. All reporters mugt register with the Mol. The Government has the authority to



punish those who publish materid thet it consdersinsults or abuses the Government or thet
contravenes public mordity. [6]

5.49 Journdigts from Eritreas d even independent newspapers formed an establishing
committeein late 1999 to form an independent journdists organisation. They gpplied to the
Minigtry of Locad Government for alicence but the Government refused a licence and the
group hed not been formed by the end of 2000. [6]

5.50 The Government usesthelibd law to intimidate journaists. In October 1999 a
newspaper editor was arrested for refusing to divulge the source of an article. He has since
been rearrested and further charges made and dropped.  Some charges remain pending but
the trid has been indefinitely suspended as the editor has been inducted into the army. The
editor in chief of the independent newspaper Kastedebana has been charged in seven libel
cases, but the cases were suspended pending the editor's return from a sentence for hard
labour on another maiter. In August 2000 the Government arrested and detained for a day the
editor of an independent newspaper alegedly for having expired leave papers. 1n October
2000 officids from the Minidry of Defence detained eight journaists apparently to check their
draft status. However observers believe they were detained because their newspaper had
been cdling for accessto Nationad Assembly eections. Six were reported to have been
released and two others inducted into the military to fulfil national service obligations. [7]

5.51 Some journdigts have dleged they were targeted unfairly for the draft. Some have
complained of routine harassment by individuas they believe work for the Government,
claming to have received threatening telephone calls and dleging that unidentified individuds
showed up &t their offices and threstened them. [6]

FREEDOM OF RELIGION

5.52 The Condtitution provides for freedom of religion, but the Government restricts this right
in practice. Unlike in previous years, in 2000 there was no evidence that the Government
discouraged proselytising by members of one faith amongst members of another. (Seedso
extions5.36 - 5.41 covering reigious groups) [4][6]

5.53 The PFDJ has dated its opposition to the formation of any rdigious or ethnic -based
politica party. A 1995 prodamation bans reigious organisations from involvement in politics
and redrricts the religious media from commenting on political métters. [6][8]

5.54 The Government informed religious organisationsin 1998 that rdigioudy funded schools
providing generd education would be incorporated into the state education sysem. No action
has been taken to implement this decision because of the outbresk of border hodtilities with
Ethiopiain mid-1998. According to officidsin the Rdigious Affairs Office the Government is
expected to dlow rdigious schools to operate independently provided they follow astandard
curriculum. [6]



FREEDOM OF TRAVEL/INTERNAL RELOCATION

5.55 The Condtitution provides for the rights of free movement and emigration. Citizens may,
in generd, choose where they live and travel fredy. Citizens are generdly freeto travel
outsde Eritrea, dthough there have been cases in which Jehovah's Witnesses, officids of the
former Ethiopian Mengistiu regime and thase who have not completed nationd service have
been denied pasports or visas. Also, since the border conflict with Ethiopia began in 1998 the
Government has increasingly denied exit visas to young people, goparently because they have
been gpproaching the age of digibility for nationd service. Citizens, in generd, have the right
of return dthough ingtances in which ditizens living abroad have been dedlared indigible for
asylum in other countries are considered on a case-by-case bads. In addition returning
Eritreans must show proof thet they have paid atwo percent tax on their annua income while
abroad to the Government of Eritreain order to receive government services on ther return.

[41[6]

5.56 Asmany as 75,000 ethnic Eritreans have been deported from Ethiopia since the border
conflict beganin 1998. The Eritrean Relief and Refugee Commission gives deportees
resettlement grants. The deportees were placed with relatives or temporarily in camps with
other interndly displaced persons. Deportees are initidly given temporary documentation,
which is converted to full ditizenship documentation, if the deportees can find three witnesses
to tedtify to their Eritrean ties. The smal minority of citizens who cannot demondirate Eritrean
ties are dlowed to stay but are given documentation which identifies them as deportees. At
times these deportees are subject to harassment and detention by military authorities.
Deportees of military age who acknowledged Eritrean citizenship were ordered to report for
military service. [6]

5.57 It is estimated thet about 1.1 million citizens have been displaced interndly as aresult of
the conflict with Ethiopia. At the end of 2000 gpproximately 243,000 remained insde camps
and 100,000 outside camps. Camp conditions are basic but generdly adeguate. [6]

MILITARY SERVICE

5.58 Mgor demohilisation of freedom fighters began following forma independence in 1993
referendum. Compulsory military service wasintroduced in 1994 to compensate for the
contraction of the armed forces. National service was made compulsory for dl Eritreans aged
between 18 and 40 years, with certain exceptions, and congsts of Sx months military training
and 12 months service. Observers at the time suggested that the Government wanted to
reduce the influence of potentialy troublesome veteran freedom fighters while introducing a
mallegble younger dement into theforces. Highrranking officers were dso re-organised to
remove political agitators and non-PFDJ members from the forces. Clashes occurred in 1995
and 1996 between Government troops and groups of young men unwilling to perform netiond
service. [1]



5.59 In August 1999 Eritredls active armed forces were estimated to number 200,000 of who
up to 150,000 were conscripts, induding an army of about 180,000, and anavy of 1,100. In
addition there were some 120,000 reservidis. [1]

5.60 People who object to military service on religious grounds are not excused from it and
there is no provison for any form of dternative service. The maximum pendty for refusing to
perform nationd service is three yearsimprisonment. Members of the Jehovah's Witnesses
religious group have experienced harassment and restrictions because of their refusd to
undertake military service. (See dso sections 5.40 - 541) Some Mudims have objected to
universal military service with regard to the requirement that women perform military duty. [6]

5.61. During 2000 the Government deployed military police in Asmara to find deserters and
draft dodgers, and those who had not undertaken their Nationa Service were detained in
camps. Those detained were required to fulfil their military obligations or rleased if amilitary
medical board deemed them to be unfit for military service. The Unversity of Asmara
refused to give diplomas to students who completed their studies unless they undertook their
nationa service, additiondly new graduates were occasiondly pressured to work for
government bodies. The army resorted to various forms of extreme physca punishment to
force objectors, including some Jehovah's Witnesses, to undertake military service. These
disciplinary actions included prolonged sun exposure in temperatures of up to 45 degrees
Centigrade or the tying of hands and feet for extended periods of time. [6]

ERITREAN NATIONALITY

5.62 The rules governing digibility for Eritrean nationdity are contained in Eritrean Nationdity
Proclamation number 21/1992 [annexed in full as source document 9]. People are Eritrean
by birth if they are born in Eritrea or aboroad if their father or mother is of Eritrean origin,
which is defined as meaning any person resident in Eritreain 1933. The proclamation dso
contains provisons for the acquisition of Eritrean nationdity by naturdisation, which covers
people not of Eritrean origin but who resided in Eritrea between 1934 and 1951, provided that
they did not commit whet are termed "anti-people” acts during the campaign for Eritrean
independence. People may be deprived of Eritrean nationdity if they voluntarily acquire a
foreign nationdity. [9]

PRISON CONDITIONS

5.63 Conditions in Eritrean prisons are Spartan. Family members are permitted to vist
prisoners three timesaweek. There are no juvenile detention centres and young offenders
are often imprisoned with adults. There were no confirmed reportsin 2000 of prisoners dying
through alack of proper medicd care, dthough many observers believe that the police at least
occasondly resort to torture and physicd beetings of prisoners particularly during
interrogations. [6]



5.64 Prior to 8 August 2000 the Government did not generdly permit prison visits by loca or
international human rights groups. However, in 1998 the Government began to dlow
independent monitoring of conditionsin detention facilities after the border conflict with
Ethiopia began. Asfrom 8 August 2000 the Government alowed the ICRC to vist and
regiger civilian detainess in internment camps and prisons and as from 30 August 2000 the
ICRC was permitted to vidt Ethiopian POWSs. In November 2000 for the first time, the ICRC
was permitted to vist severd police gationsin Asmara where Ethiopians were reportedly
being held. [5][6]



ANNEX A

CHRONOLOGY

1869 - Itdian concesson established near Assab
1885 - Itdian control extended to Massawa

1889 - Itdian control extended to most of modern Eritres; Ethiopia recognises Itdian
control over Eritreain Treaty of Uccidi

1941 -  British forces capture Eritrea during the Second World War; Eritrea remains
under British military adminigtration until 1952

1952 - UN agpproves federation between Eritrea and Ethiopia; however Ethiopian rule
effectively difles Eritrean autonomy

1958 - Eritrean Liberation Movement (ELM) founded

1961 -  FEritreen Liberation Front (ELF), which had superseded ELM, begins armed
campaign for Eritrean independence from Ethiopia

1962 - Fritreds gatus reduced to that of an Ethiopian province

1972-74 - Civil war in Eritrea between ELF and breskaway Popular Liberation Forces
(which went on to form the Eritrean Peopl€e's Liberation Front (EPLF) in 1977)

1974 - Emperor Hale Sdasse of Ethiopia overthrown in revolution which brings hard-line
Marxist 'Dergue regime to power

1977 - 'Red Teror' campagn across Ethiopia by Dergue regime increases oppostion to
Ethiopian rule of Eritrea

1977-78 - Further litswithin ELF

1985 - Second civil war between ELF and breskaway factions, leading to further splits
from ELF, effectivdly neutrdisng it as an effective military force; EPLF now the main
opposition force to Ethiopian rule

1990 - EPLF captures Massawa

5/1991 - EPLF captures Asmara, & same time EPRDF captures Addis Ababa and

overthrows Dergue; EPRDF recognises EPLF as government of Eritrea and agrees
independence referendum for Eritreatin 1993



4/1993 - UN-supervisad referendum overwhemingly approves independence from Ethiopia
24.5.1993 - Independence proclamed

28.5.1993 - Internationd recognition of independence of the State of Eritrea; EPLF
edtablishes trangtiona government, with EPLF leader Issaias Afewerki becoming firg
President of Eritrea

8.6.1993 - IssaasAfewerki eected first Presdent of Eritrea by the Nationa Assembly

2/1994 -  EPLF becomes the People's Front for Democracy & Jugtice (PFDJ) and
espousesits support for aplurdigtic politica system

1994-1995 - Conferences on conditutiond reform held throughout Eritrea, but
Government opponents not invited to participate

5/1995 - Government raiondisation programme cuts Sze of civil service and reorganises
adminigrative regions

12/1996 - Political assassnations of ELF's former commanding officer and a former
military commeander of EIJ

5/1997 - New Conditution adopted by Condituent Assembly

5/1998 - Border conflict with Ethiopia erupts into heavy fighting, thousands of Eritreans
expdled from Ethiopia and many Ethiopians leave Eritrea

6/1998 - Hghting with Ethiopia.escalaes, lull in fighting after June
2/1999 - Upsurgein fighting with Ethiopia, 30,000 estimated degths

3/1999 - 10 oppodtion groups based in Sudan form Alliance of Eritrean Nationd Forces
(AENF), led by ELFCC's Chairman

4/2000 - Hghting dminishes and Eritrea and Ethiopia declare support for OAU peace
plan

5/2000 - Ethiopialaunchesdl-out attack on Eritreg, capturing territory taken by Eritreain
51998

6/2000 - Hritrea and Ethiopia Sgn ceese-fire agreement and agree to UN monitoring
force dong border
10/2000 -  FEritrea and Ethiopia hold further peece taks in Algiers, UN peacekeepers

deployed dong common border



12/2000 - Eritreaand Ethiopia Sgn peace agreement in Algeria establishing commissonsto
mark border, excrenge prisoners, return displaced people and hear compensation daims.



ANNEX B
MAIN POLITICAL ORGANISATIONS

- Alliance of Eritrean National Forces (AENF) - grouping of 10 Suden-based opposition
organisations, formed in Khartoum 3/1999; led by ELFCC's Chairman Abddlah Idriss

- Democratic Movement for the Liberation of Eritrea (DMFLE) - oppostion group;
leeder Hamid Turky

- Eritrean Idamic Jihad (EIJ) - radica armed Idamist opposition group; split into military
wing and palitica wing 8/1993; |leader of politicd wing Sheikh Mohamed Arafa

- Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF) - successor to the Eritrean Liberation Movement
founded in 1958; began armed resistance to Ethiopian rule in 1961; factiond splitsin 1970s led
to formation of rival EPLF, with which ELF fought, and logt, two civil warsin the 1970s and
1980s;, now broken into severd factions- see principd factions EL --CC, ELFNC, ELF-RC

- Eritrean Liberation Front-Central Command (ELFCC) - founded 1982; Chairman
Abddlah Idriss

- Eritrean Liberation Front-National Council (ELF-NC) - leader Hassan Ali Assad

- Eritrean Liberation Front-Revolutionary Council (ELF-RC) - established by former
ELF members who remained outsde EPLF; leader 1brahim Mohamed Al

- Eritrean National Alliance (ENA) - opposition grouping reportedly based in Sudan

- Eritrean Peopl€s Liberation Front (EPLF) - formedin 1977 from Popular Liberation
Forces which broke away from ELF in early 1970s, fought civil warswith ELF in the 1970s
and 1980s as wdll asfighting againgt Ethiopia; took control of Eritreaiin 1991 and formed first
government of independent Eritrealin 1993; transformed into palitical organisation People's
Front for Democracy and Justice (PFDJ) in 1994 - leader Issaias Afewerki, Presdent of
Eritrea

- Peopl€'s Front for Democracy and Justice (PFDJ) - formed 1994 from ruling EPLF;
governing party of Eritrea 1994 to date; Chairman Issaias Afewerki, President of Eritrea,
Secretary-Generd Alamin Mohammed

- Popular Liberation Forces - breskaway faction from ELF which went on'to form
EPLF in 1977

[1[2]



ANNEX C

PROMINENT PEOPLE

- Issaias Afewerki - Secretary-Generd of EPLF, Chairman of PFDJand President of
Eritrea June 1993 to present

- lbrahim Mohamed Ali - leader of ELF-RC

Sheikh Mohamed Arafa - lesder of political wing of EIJ

- Hassan Ali Assad - leader of ELF-NC
- Abdallah Idriss - Chairman of ELFCC and leader of AENF grouping

- Alamin Mohammed - Secretary-Generd of PFDJ

Hamid Turky - leeder of oppodtion DMFLE

[1]
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