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Getting tougher

Ethiopian government to bring criminal charges against six
weeklies
12 August 2014

Ethiopia’s justice ministry has announced that it is bringing criminal charges ranging from
“dissemination of false rumours with the intent of overthrowing the government” to
“undermining public trust in the government and attempts at fostering ethnic and religious
divisions” against six news weeklies.

In a communiqué released on 5 August, the ministry accused the six weeklies – Lomi, Enqu,
Fact, Jano, Addis Guday and Afro-Times – of “encouraging terrorism, endangering national
security, repeated incitement of ethnic and religious hate, and smears against officials and
public institutions.”

Two of the weeklies, Addis Guday and Fact, are among Ethiopia’s leading privately-owned
newspapers and have often covered events or published stories that have generated political
controversy. One of Addis Guday’s journalists, Asmamaw Hailegiorgis, has been held on a
terrorism charge since 25 April.

The ministry said it had been “patient” with the six weeklies but had finally decided to bring
charges in response to public pressure for corrective action. It also warned that it was ready
to bring charges against other publications engaging in similar “subversive” activity.

“Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn’s government must end the harassment of independent
media that it has been orchestrating for the past few months,” said Reporters Without Borders
secretary-general Christophe Deloire.

“With the 10 journalists and bloggers already accused of terrorism and now this prosecution
threat, the government is sending a much tougher message to news providers. Prosecuting
journalists for ‘undermining public trust in the government’ is totally illegitimate.”

Ethiopia is ranked 143rd out of 180 countries in the 2014 Reporters Without Borders press
freedom index.
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