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Major blow

Tribute to leading news site that was forced to close
14 January 2015

Reporters Without Borders pays tribute to Uznews, ten years after its creation. This leading
independent news website closed down last month after its editor’s email account was hacked and
confidential documents were posted online exposing independent journalists in Uzbekistan to
danger.
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Despite obstacles, the website Uznews.net managed to be a key source of independent news
coverage inside Uzbekistan for ten years.

Extremely strict censorship prevails in Uzbekistan, which is ranked 166th out of 180 countries in
the 2014 Reporters Without Borders press freedom index.

Although access to the Uznews website within Uzbekistan was blocked within a year of its creation,
it became the country’s most popular and influential news outlet. It finally decided to close down on
19 December, just over a month after the editor’'s email was hacked.

“President Islam Karimov’s guard dogs got the better of this source of freely reported news,” said
Johann Bihr, the head of the Reporters Without Borders Eastern Europe and Central Asia desk.

“The disappearance of this leading news outlet has dealt a major blow to freedom of information in
Uzbekistan, which is almost non-existent under this dictatorial regime. RWB congratulates all of its
staff for their extraordinary work during the past ten years of constantly escalating harassment.”

The editor in chief Galima Bukharbayeva’s email account was hacked and confidential documents
were posted online on 10 November, exposing remaining independent journalists in Uzbekistan to
danger.

After suspending operations for a week, the website went back to work for a month, until the
decision to shut down for good was taken on grounds that the dangers to journalists in Uzbekistan,
who might have been linked to the website, were too great.

Uznews was launched in January 2005 at the end of a training programme for young journalists by
the Tashkent branch of the Institute for War and Peace Reporting (IWPR), which was then run by
Bukharbayeva.

After an uprising in the eastern city of Andijan was crushed bloodily on 13 May 2005, access to the
Uznews website was blocked and all of IPWR'’s staff had to leave Uzbekistan.

Bukharbayeva, who received the Committee to Protect Journalists’ International Press Freedom
Prize for her Andijan coverage, then relaunched Uznews with her colleague Kudrat Babadjanov
from a new headquarters in Berlin.

At least ten journalists and netizens are currently detained in Uzbekistan in connection with the
provision of news and information. Two of them have been held nearly 15 years, while one of
Uznews' reporters, Solidzhon Abdurakhmanov, has been serving a ten-year jail sentence since
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2008 for covering the Aral Sea environmental disaster.

The state media are subject to total censorship in Uzbekistan and there are no more than a handful
of independent journalists, who mostly work for news websites based abroad such as Ferghana,
Radio Ozodlig and Jarayon.

OAHb YBAXXEHUS 3AKPbIBLUEMYCSAl BEAYLWEMY CAUTY Y3BEKUCTAHA

« Penoprtepbl 6e€3 rpaHuL » OTAAIOT AaHb YBa>KeHUSs aecATuNeTHen pabote Uznews.net.
BeaylwimMit He3aBUCUMbIA HOBOCTHOM CaiT 6bln1 BbIHYXKAEH 3aKpbITbCA Mecal Ha3apj nocne
B3J10Ma 3JIEKTPOHHOM NOUTbI 1aBHOMO peAaKTopa U yTeukn KoOHduaeHLnanbHOMU
nHdbopMaLuumn, NocCTaBUBLUEN NOA Yrpo3y HE3aBUMCUMbIX XXYPHaNNCTOB B Y36ekucraHe.

HecmoTps Ha TpyaHocTu, canT Uznews cyMen Ha NMpoTsHhKEHUU AECATU NeT OCTaBaTbCs K/OUEBbIM
MCTOYHWUKOM He3aBMCMMOM MHdOpMaLUnn 13 YbekmcraHa.

B MHaekce ceoboabl npecchl 3a 2014 rog « PenopTtepos 6e3 rpaHuy, » Y36eKnucTaH € uapsiien B HEM
YKECTKOM LieH3ypoi 3aHsan 166 mecto cpean 180 cTpaH mupa.

HecmoTps Ha To, 4UTO AOCTYN Ha canT Uznews 6bin1 3a610KMpoOBaH, OH NMpeBpaTuaca B Hambonee
nonynsipHoe u BAMSTENbHOE U3aaHue B cTpaHe. 19 aekabpsi OH NPUHAN OKOHYaTe/lbHOE peleHmne o
3aKpbITUK, Yepe3 MecsL, Noc/ie B3/IoMa NOYTbl M1aBHOro peJakTopa.

"CroposxeBbie rcol rpesvgeHTa Viciama KapymoBa Ccymenn nogaBuTb 3TOT MCTOYHUK CBOBOAHOM
nHpopmaymn, - ckasan MloxaHH Bup, rnasa otaeneHms ctpaH LieHTpanbHoi Asumn 1 BocTouHoi
Esponbl PBI. -Mcue3zHoBeHME 3TOro BeAyLLero u34aHusi HAHEWIO CEPbE3HbIN yAap no ceobose
MHpopmaumnu B Y3bekncraHe, KoTopasi e4Ba CyLeCTByeT B yUI0BUSAX ANKTAaTOPCKOro pexuma. Pblr
r034pas/iIET BCEX COTPYAHNKOB U3AaHUS C 3ameyaTesibHOM paboTos B yC/I0BUSIX 3CKaIMpPOBaBLUNX B
TeyeHue Jecsitu et yrpo”.

B310M 31eKTpoOHHON MoYTbl FlaBHoro peaaktopa Fanumbl Byxap6aeBoi 1 ny6nvkauna 10 Hosi6pst
B CETN KOHbUAEHUMaNnbHON MHMOPMaLUM — NOCTaBUIM NOA Yrpo3y OCTaroLWmnxcs B Y3bekncraHe
He3aBUCUMbIX XXYPHaINCTOB.

Mocne B3ATOro HeAeNbHOro NepepbiBa CanT NPoACIKMA NybnMKaunum B TeHeHne Mecsua, noka He
6b1710 NPUHATO peLleHme 0 npekpalleHn paboTbl BO MMS 6€@30MacHOCTU XXYPHAMCTOB, KOTOPbIX
MOrnn cBA3aTb C paboTol canTa.

Uznews 6bin co3paH B sHBape 2005 roga B kayecTBe caliTa Ansi HAYMHAKOLWMX XYPHANNCTOB,
npoLweawmnx TpPeHNHT Npu odurce NMHCTUTYTa N0 OCBELLEHWIO BOWHbI U Mupa (IWPR) B TawkeHTe,
KOTOpbI Bo3rnaensana Nannma byxapbaesa.

Mocne KpoBaBOro rnoAaefieHNs BOCCTaHUs B AHAMXaHe 13 masa 2005 roga poctyn Kk canty Uznews
6b171 3aboknpoBaH, a KocTsk kKoMaHabl IWPR B Y36ekucraHe b1 BbIHY)XAEH MOKUHYTb CTPaHy.

Byxapbaesa, ctaslas naypeatom « MexayHapoaHon npemmu 3a Ceoboay lMpecchl » KomnTeTa no
3awumnTe xypHanmcroB (CPJ) 3a ocBeweHmne AHAMXAHCKOM 60MHUM, BOCCTaHOBWNa paboty Uznews
CoOBMecCTHO ¢ komnneron Kyapatom BabagkaHoOBbIM B HOBOM oduce B bepnuHe.

Mo KpalHel Mepe 4eCaTb XYPHAINCTOB N MHTEPHET-AesATeNe HaXoaaTCa B 3acTeHKaX Y36ekmcraHa
3a pacnpocTpaHeHne HoBOCTen 1 MHdopMaunn. [1soe U3 HUX B HEBOSE OKOMO 15 neT, a penopTtep
Uznews CanupyxoH AéagypaxmaHoB c 2008 roga otbbiBaeT AeCATUNETHbIN CPOK TNLLEHUS
cBo60Abl 3a OCBELLEHMNE NOCNEACTBMI 3KOIOrMyeckorn katactpodbl ApasbCKOro Mops.

FocynapcreeHHblie CMU B Y36ekucTaHe nogseprarTcsa TOTaslbHONM LieH3ype, 1 BCero ropcrka
He3aBUCUMbIX XXYPHaNNCTOB, KOTOpble B OCHOBHOM paboTatoT Ha canTbl, 6asnpytomecs 3a pybexom,
Kak Fergananews, paamno Ozodlig 1 Jarayon.
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