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AGREEMENT EETWEEN

THE ER EP c LIB A
TH I NATION GH o FU
o) E_VOL ¥ ATRIATT T
LT IAN ES oM 47 ES

The Government of the Republic of Liberia represented by the
Liberia Refugee Rapatriation and Resettlement Commisgicn
(herainafter referred to as "the Government"™ or "the Commisaion®)
and the United Natione High Commiasioner for Refugees (hereinafter
referred to.as "the High Commissioner" or YUNHCR"), :

Recognizing that the right to leave and to return to ome’s
country is enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rightgz,
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and other
international legal instruments, ' T

Considering that wvoluntary repatriation, where feasible,
congtitutes tha best durable solution for refugesa problems and that
the attainment of this soclution requires that refugeaes be
repatriated under conditions of safety and dignity, S

Regalling that'tﬁe 1865 OAU Convention Govarning thae Specific
Aspects of Refugee Problams in Africa sets out in Article V the
generally accepted principles governing voluntary repatriation,

Neting that the Agreement signed at  Abuja in the Fadaral
Republic " of Nigeria on 1% August, 1995 betwesen the National
Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL), the United Liberation Movement
of Liberia for Democracy (ULIMO), Liberia Peace Couneil (LFC),
Armed Forces of Liberia (AFL), United Liberation Movement of
Liberia for Demoeracy - ¢ (ULIMO-J), Lofa Defease Ferce (LDF),
Natiocnal Patriotic Front of Liberia - Central Revolutiocnazy Council
(NPFL-CRC), and the Liberian naticnal Conferends (LNC), has laid
the foundation for lasting peace, stability, democracy, social and
econemic development in Libaeria, , .

Notina further that in the said Agreement and antecedent
Agreements the Parties therato undertake te end any further
external or internal displacement of Liberians and to creats
conditicns for the voluntary repatriation and reintegration of
Liberian refugees and further agree that all Liberian refugees have
the right to return to their places of origin or habitual residence
under conditions of eafety and dignity,

Recoanizine thut'spocia; measures and legal arrangements are
necessary within Liberia for the safa and orderly repatriation and
reintegration of the refugees,

' Y AGREE as follews:
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ARTICLE 1
BEFINITIONS

For the purpose of this Agreement;

(1) . phe term "Government” shall mean the Governement ©f the
. Republic of Liberia ‘represented by and through the
fiberia Refugee Repatriation Ressttlemant Commissien
(LRRRC) (hereinafter -referred to as the "“Cozmission®)
pursuant to the 1593 Refugee Act.

(11) the term “"refugee" shall mean a Liberian citizen who is
. 1living cutside Liberia as a refugee as defined in Artiele

1 of-the 1951 United Nations Convention relating to the

Status of Refugees, 1962 OAU Convention Goveraing the

Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in Africa and und -

the 1950 United Nations High Cormissioner for Refuge
Statute. ' ' '

w

(114) " the term "returnee® shall mean hny're'fﬁ'gae, as defiﬁad in
sub-section (i) of this Article, who has voluntarily
returned to Liberia pursusnt to this Agreement or at own
initiative or with agsistance from any scurce. .

ARTICLE 2 '

EURROQSE OF THIS AGREEMENT

1. This Agreement ehall provide <£for such measurss,
arrangements and matters--as shall be necessary to promote and
faclilitate the voluntary and orderly Tsturn and reintegraticn of
the refugees under ‘conditions of safaty and dignity.

2. This Agreement shall not be construed as dercgating fzonm

or replacing any present agreemants between the Government =xd
. UNHCR relating to the refugeas. .

. ARTICLE 3 .
LE ON

e

1. The Coumissicn shall support and facilitcate the
activities of the Eigh Commisaicner and other relevant agencles
puzrsuant to this Agreement.:' In particular, the Cemmission shall.
in close coordimation with UNECR, - undertake such confidence-
building measures or activities az may be necessary to sacourage
the refugees to Teturn to Libezia. -

.2, The Commiasien inm cenmsultaticn with UNECR shall wozrk out
arTangements necessary to - -facllitate expeditious transit, retuil
and reintegration of the returnees. ’

®
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VE F T P LIBERIA
DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS AND SECURITY OF RETURNEES
¢

PREAMBLE
The Liberian National Transiticnal Government:

Convineed that the Abuja Feace Agreement of August, 19%5 and
the setting up of the Council of State have created conditions for
2 1lasting peace, stability, social and economic progress in
Libexia, - .

-agcalliﬁé that as a result of the civil war in Liberia upwazds
of 750,000 Liberian nationals sought refuge in various countries,
particularly within the sub-region,. - .

Cognizant of the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
1969 OAU Convantion Governming the Specific Aspects of Refugee
Problems in’ Africa and relevant international human rights
instruments guaranteeing every person the right to leave and to
return to their country of origin, '

Aware that a number of refugees have spontanecusly returned to
Liberia on their own, :

 Cognizant of the scope of the amnesty guaranteed under the
1993 Cotonou Agreement, .

Recognizing the need to creats an atmoaphera of peacs,
national recenciliation, stability, respect for human rights and
fundamental freedom,

Underlining the rights -and freedem of all Liberians living
outside Liberia as refugees to return home to their place of
habitusl residence or to eastablish residence in any part of the
country, and to participata, along with all other Liberians, in the
proceas of national recenciliation and gonsolidation of peace,
democracy and aocial" davelopment, . '

Deairous to take further confidence building measures to
promote the expeditious voluntary return and reintagration of
Liberian refugees in safety and dignity. '

ECT A
HEREBY:

1. Declares its commitment to respect the right of all
Liberians to return to their places of origin or habitual
residence in safety and dignity. IR
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2. Calla upen, invites and encourages all Liberian refugees
to return to their country and to settle in their places gf
origin in any part of the country and to participate fully in
the process of national reconciliation, rehabilitatiep,]
raconstruction, and consclidatien of peace, democracy ang
socic-econcmic development. o :

3. Affirms its commitment to the chservance and raspoct-ofi
all national and intemnational legal instruments and covenants'
which guarantee the basic human rights of all perscus without'
distinction as to race, ethnic origin, religionm, political
hbeliefs or gender. : : . A

- SECTION B
SOLEMNLY DECLARES:

1. Commitment to immediately and permanently bring to an u.d
any further external or intermal displacement of Liberians and
to create the conditiens that will allow all refugees and
displaced persons to, respectively, voluntarily repatriate and
return ‘te Liberia to their places of origin or habitual

. residence under qonditicna of safety and dignity.

2. The voluntary repatriaticn and reintegration shall take
place in safety and dignity, as established in internatlonally
recognized principles and as embodied in relevant provisions
of the 1993 Ueotonocu Agraement. ' '

3. ° No. returnee shall suffer any form of harassment,
intimidatien, discrimination, persecution or any fomn cf
punitive action en mceount of having fled Libaria and having
socught and found refuge abroad. :

4. 'No returnee shall be subject to harassment, intimides~dcn,
dimerimination, or persecution for reasons of membershi; - ¢
particular social group, ethale, gender, raligieous, poliica.
opinion, reglonal or geographical considerations. '

5. All returnees, irrespective cf their ethnic, regional
religious or pelitical affiliationa, shall be exempt frat
prosecutiocn for all political offenses comnitted for whateve
reascn prior to, or in exile..

.. SECTION C
- [=] 1IN ] 3

1. The basic human rights and fundamsntal £freedous ©
returnees will be fully respscted and guaranteaed.

2. All Liberian Q'.‘;.tizana are under obligation to respect al
naticnal and internationmal instzuments ralevant t¢o &
protection of basie human rights.
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SECTION D

- e Monitorina:

The tnited Nationa, and in particular UNHCR will be
allowed and will receive £ull ccoperation and access to
monitor the treatment of returmees in accordance with
humanitarian and human right standards, dincluding the

implementation of commitments contained hersin.

Rntumees sha.J.l have their rights to their original land
restored upen return, In addition, returnees will have access
 to land for settlement and agricultural use in accoxdance with

AR Mmoo g ey

h: .  Liberian.laws.
CTION P

: BEropertvs

- All messures will .be taken ta facilitate, to the extent
pessible the recovery -and restitution to the returnees of
3 their land or immovable and to the exteant possiblo movable
b property which they may have lost or left behind.

ATTESTATION

4 § in two

Tt e e gy

2 Done at MONROVIA this 3RD day of .
" originals, .in the English language, both texts being

muthentic. .

ecually

- for the GQVERMMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA

Ul bl sl

Name: jghn Suah Nmo: Weads Kobbah-Wureh
TITLE: CﬂAIRPERSOR, LRRRC TITLE: EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.
MINISTER OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS ) LRRRC
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ARTICLE 4
Y REFUGEE R

To further encourage veluntary rapatriatian, the Governmern
and UNHCR shall facilitate visits by refugee representatives t

Liberia to gather information on conditions prevalling in thei.
intended areas of rsturn.

. ARTICLE §

WWWW

1. In order to facilitate the expeditious return of the refugees,

"the Government shall simplify its immigration, customs and healt:

formalities in respact of the r-fug-os. as well ap duties and taxes
en their personal effacts,

2. The Governmant shall ::-uc:ognizo duly co:npletad Voluntary
Repatriation Forms as valld travel and temporary identity documents

for refugesas who repatriata in an organized manner undcr UNECR
auspices,

3. The Government shall exempt the 'pcr-onil effacts of the

refugees from customs dutiss and levies. Notwithstanding this
provision wheras customs cfficials have good reasonas to suspect that
the parasocnal effects of a refugae contain goods whose importation,
possassion or use is prohibitad by law, the perscn and/or personal
sffects of suck returnee may be aubject to search and/or inspection

in accordance with the law and in the presence of a representative
of UNHCR.

4. Nothing contained in sub-paragraph (1), (2) or (3) of this
Article shall be aecnstrued so as to. pravent, hinder or in any
manner whatever intarfers with the return of zefugees who
repatriate on their ocwn or speontanecusly, or with their travel to
their places of origin or habitual regidence in Liberia.

5. Any problem arising in relation to any such spontaneocus

returnee shall immediately he brought to the attention of UNHCR.

6. The Government shall, in consultation with neighbhoring

countries of asylum, designate border-crossing points, as well as
any other measures that may be nacessary to facilitate expeditious

-grosping of the border.

ARTICLE 6 .
TREATMENT OF THE RETUENEES

3. Pursuant to the C:al:anou'j\greemen: of 25 July 19893 in gasneral,

and Article 18(2) in partisular, nc returnee whather he or she
returnad in an organizad manner or spentanecusly shall be lubj ected
te any form of legal process, punishment, persecution or
digerimination for reaacns of ethmic origin, political opinien,
raligicus affiliatlion or on aaccunt af region or geography.
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T The returnees sghall alsc bensfit from the proviaicns og i
Article 19 of the Cotonou Agreement of 25 July 1993 or from any

other relaevant law in force in Liberia and any such law aubsequanf, [
thezreto as may be enacted.

a}-
e

- ARIICLE 7 .

TO R . R B

In “order to carry out its intermaticnal protection and

assistance functions in respect cf the raturnees, UNECR, as well as

all agencies collaborating with the EHigh Commissioner in the

repatriation and reintegration operation, shall be grantad £ree
accaas to the raturne-n whersver they settla in Liberia,

ARTICLE 8 - ,

LEGAL STATUS OF RETURNEES
. KL

1 The Government shall ensure that' the Jjuridical status

Liberian returnees (births, marriages, dlvorces, deaths, ete.;

which occurred in the countries of asylum shall be recognized in

Liberia, and shall issue such legal documentsz as are necessary tn

certi!y such status and 1agalize the' same where necsssary,

2. ':.‘he Government lhalJ_., as approprliate, dissue roqu.isite
certificates to Tepatriants ¢to assist the lattar to seek

rscognition of tihe equivalency of educaticnal certificates.

OF FAMIL ER

1. The Government shall ccoperate with UNECR or other relevant
organizaticna in ‘tracing the ralatives or £amilies of thoase

returnees who might need such assistance, as wcll as facilitating
their rsu::.icn.

oI 9 .
L UPS _ ‘
’ . '° - ' . i

The Government shall, in cooperation with UNHECR and
intergsted non.governmmantal organizations, identify wvulperabls
individuals, in particular unaccoxpanlied minors, singls females in

neaad of ‘protectici and speclial .attenticn to assure thei:
fundamental rights. ’ '

o ARTICLE 11
- POT

1. In order to presearve the unity of the family,. the Govermment
shall allow the spouses of returnees and/cr children who themselves
may not be citizens of Liberia to enter and reside in Liberia as
part of the familiam of suck returnees in accordance with the 1;1"
cf Lidveria ralating to rnaidenca of non-ci.tizm.

2. The previsien of sub-pa:ag:aph (1) ef this Azxticle shallh also
apply to not=Liberian spousas and/cr children of deceased Liberian
refugees who may wish to enter -and reside in Liberia in ordezx to
preservs £an:l.ly 11nka in acsordance with the laws of Liberia.
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ARTICLE 12
UNHCR_OFFICES

1. To esnsure the effactive discharge of its responeibilitie
under this Agreement and under the universal mandate of the Hig
Commissioner, UNHCR may, whanever necessary, establish Fiel
Offices at or near aentry points or places of final deatination.

2. UNECR, 4its astaff la.nd property shall enjoy the sam:
invioclabllity and immunity from jurisdictioa generally grantad te
persons having diplomtic status in Liberia.

M—lﬁ

- ROLE 0;:

UNHCR shall, consistent with its. Mandate and in  eo-ordinstion
-with the relsvant United Nations agenciles and nep-gevernnental
organizations, undertake such activities as may be necessary to
ensue reintegration to the returnses or effective delivory of
hummita:ian as:istance ‘to returnee areas,

. ARTICLE 14 .o
Wﬂm

1. . The Government shall sxempt UNECR or implementing partnc:s
from payment of taxes and duties on all relief goods, itema of
equipmant and means of transport imported for use in the
.Tepatristion -and Treintagration .operation. The Government shall

expedite the clearanca and handling of auch goods,  eguipreat snd
means of trazsport.

2. The Government shnll' permit UNHCR, as well as its implementing
partners to use United nations radic egquipment and frequencies for
the repatriation and reintagration operaticn inside Liberia.

' COOEEE&IIOQ

1. UNHCR will endeavour to mobilize resocurces wimed at cn.haneing

the operational capacity of LRRRC. Ia thias regard, UNHCR will also
provide naeded training for LRRRC staff,

2. The lead agency :r.-ola of UNHCR in mjor TabUurnees are¢as ahnll be
respectad.

SETTLEMENT OF DISRUIES
Any cquestion arising with the interpretatlon er wppliewtion

of any provision of this Agreement, or for whick nt provasion LS

made herein shall ba resclved amicably between the pasties through
consultation.



ARTICLE 17
ENTRY INTOQ FORCE

1. This Agreement shall enter into force upon sigmature.

2. This Agreement shall ramain in forse untll it.is terminated L
mitual agreement between the Goyermment and the High Commissiener

: : " ATTESTATION

DONE at “MONROVIA this 3RD day of JANUARY 1996 in thx:
originals,. in the English language, all texts being equall
authentic. ' ) . '

M%MLM D 5
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For the Government ©f - For the United Natioms High

the Republic - of Liberia Conmissicner for Rafugees _

Name: . Weade Xobbah-Wureh. NAME: ' feXallu C. Kalumiya

- PITLE: EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TITLE: REPRESENATIVE :
UNECR

NAME:
TITLE:




