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 Legal Analysis: Draft Interfaith Harmonious Coexistence Law”, ARTICLE 19, 31 October 2016; available at: 

http://bit.ly/2h1SQLh.   

http://bit.ly/2h1SQLh


Myanmar: Interfaith Harmonious Coexistence Bill (3rd version) September 2017 

ARTICLE 19 – Free Word Centre, 60 Farringdon Rd, London EC1R 3GA – www.article19.org – +44 20 7324 
2500 

Page 6 of 20 

 

 

 

 These are more comprehensively set out in “Hate Speech” Explained: A Tool Kit, ARTICLE 19, 2015; available 

at: http://bit.ly/1PfLHh4.  
3 Through its adoption in a resolution of the UN General Assembly, the UDHR is not strictly binding on states. 
However, many of its provisions are regarded as having acquired legal force as customary international law since 
its adoption in 1948; see Filartiga v. Pena-Irala, 630 F. 2d 876 (1980) (US Circuit Court of Appeals, 2nd circuit).  
4 The ICCPR has 167 States parties, including Germany.  
5 See HR Committee, General Comment No. 34 on Article 19: Freedoms of opinion and expression, 
CCPR/C/GC/34, 12 September 2011, para 11.
6 Op cit., para. 22.  

http://bit.ly/1PfLHh4
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 

 

 

7 For a full explanation of ARTICLE 19’s policy on “hate speech”, see Hate Speech Explained: A Toolkit, op.cit.   
8 HR Committee, General Comment No. 34, 21 June 2011, CCPR/C/GC/34, para. 52. 
9 The Rabat Plan of Action on the prohibition of advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes 
incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence, A/HRC/22/17/Add.4, Appendix, adopted 5 October 2012; available 
at http://bit.ly/2fTNMG6.   
10 The Rabat Plan of Action has been endorsed by a wide range of special procedures of the UN Human Rights 
Council, see, for example: Report of the Special Rapporteur on protecting and promoting the right to freedom of 
opinion and expression on hate speech and incitement to hatred, A/67/357, 7 September 2012; Report of the 
Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief on the need to tackle manifestations of collective religious 
hatred, Heiner Bielefeldt, A/HRC/25/58, 26 December 2013; Report of the Special Rapporteur on contemporary 
forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance on manifestations of racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance on manifestations of racism on the Internet and social media, 
Mutuma Ruteere, A/HRC/26/49, 6 May 2014; and the contribution of the UN Special Advisor on the Prevention of 

http://bit.ly/2fTNMG6


Myanmar: Interfaith Harmonious Coexistence Bill (3rd version) September 2017 

ARTICLE 19 – Free Word Centre, 60 Farringdon Rd, London EC1R 3GA – www.article19.org – +44 20 7324 
2500 

Page 8 of 20 

 

 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

 

 

Genocide to the expert seminar on ways to curb incitement to violence on ethnic, religious, or racial grounds in 
situations with imminent risk of atrocity crimes, Geneva, 22 February 2013.
11 Human Rights Committee, General Comment 11: prohibition of propaganda for war and inciting national, racial 
or religious hatred (Art. 20), 29 July 1983, para. 2. 
12 UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, General recommendation No. 35: Combating racist 
hate speech, 26 September 2013, paras. 15 - 16. The CERD Committee specifies that five contextual factors should 
be taken into account: the content and form of speech; the economic, social and political climate; the position or 
status of the speaker; the reach of the speech; and the objectives of the speech. The CERD Committee also 
specifies that States must also consider the intent of the speaker and the imminence and likelihood of harm.
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13 Op. cit.  

 HRC resolution 34/22; adopted without a vote on March 2017; available at: http://bit.ly/2xisOsF.  

 Ibid., para 14.  

http://bit.ly/2xisOsF
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 

 
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 

 

16 For a full guide to HRC Resolution 16/18, see: “Implementing HRC Resolution 16/18: a framework for inclusivity, 
pluralism, and diversity“, ARTICLE 19, February 2017; available at: http://bit.ly/2wwjlR8.  
17 Rabat Plan of Action on the prohibition of advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes 
incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence, OHCHR, 11 January 2013, A/HRC/22/17/Add.4, available at: 
http://bit.ly/2fTNMG6.  
18 UN Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief, “two closely interrelated rights: freedom of religion or 
belief and freedom of opinion and expression”, op. cit. 
19 Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, General Recommendation No. 35, CERD/C/GC/35, 26 
September 2013; available at: http://bit.ly/1y70Yb9. 
20 The Camden Principles on Freedom of Expression and Equality (Camden Principles), ARTICLE 19, 2009, at 
Principle 3; available at http://bit.ly/1XfMDrL. 
21 Plan of Action for Religious Leaders and Actors to Prevent Incitement to Violence that Could Lead to Atrocity 
Crimes (2017); available from Global Freedom of Expression, Columbia University, at: http://bit.ly/2fXwSey /  
22 Beirut Declaration and its 18 commitments on ‘Faith for Rights, OHCHR 2017; available at: http://bit.ly/2v5Y8dk.  

http://bit.ly/2wwjlR8
http://bit.ly/2fTNMG6
http://bit.ly/2fXwSey%20/
http://bit.ly/2v5Y8dk
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 The Human Rights Committee, General Comment No. 22 on the right to freedom of thought, conscience and 

religion (Article 18), CCPR/C/21/Rev.1/Add.4, 27 September 1993; available at: http://bit.ly/2gkUHZz.   

 The Human Rights Committee, General Comment No. 22, op. cit.  

http://bit.ly/2gkUHZz
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 

 HR Committee, General Comment No. 34, CCPR/C/GC/34, 12 September 2011, para. 11; available at: 

http://bit.ly/1xmySgV.  

http://bit.ly/1xmySgV
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