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Reporters Without Borders condemns the unprecedented campaign of harassment suddenly
unleashed against Dozhd (Joxab, Rain TV), one of Russia’s few really independent
broadcasters, a station that is often outspoken and gives space to opposition views.

Although available only via cable, satellite and on the Internet, Dozhd had managed to acquire
a sizeable number of viewers since its launch in 2010, especially among the urban middle
class.

But a controversial poll about the siege of Leningrad during the Second World War has been
used as a pretext by many carriers for dropping Dozhd’s signal in the past few days and, since
yesterday, the station is being investigated by the St. Petersburg prosecutor’s office.

“The colossal disproportion between Dozhd’s alleged offence and the measures taken against
it clearly suggests that a convenient excuse has been found to silence a uniquely independent
TV station” said Johann Bihr, the head of the Reporters Without Borders Eastern Europe and
Central Asia desk.

“While questions could be raised about the station’s poll of its viewers, these questions
concern journalistic ethics and recent history, not the law. It would be more appropriate for
the prosecutor’s office to investigate the arbitrary way many cable and satellite TV carriers
dropped Dozhd's signal, as Russia’s Human Rights Council has requested.

“Meddling by TV channel providers in editorial content cannot be tolerated. The decision by
most providers to suspend Dozhd will probably cause it to lose many advertisers and endanger
its financial viability. With just days to go to the Sochi Winter Olympics, the importance of this
case cannot be underestimated. Dozhd's disappearance would be a major blow to freedom of
information in Russia.”

The controversial question that Dozhd asked its viewers on 26 January, on the eve of the 70th
anniversary of the lifting of the German army siege of Leningrad (now St. Petersburg) during
the Second World War was: “Should Leningrad have been surrendered in order to avoid
hundred of thousands of deaths?”

More than a million civilians died during the two-and-a-half-year siege but Dozhd's question
has caused outrage in a country where Soviet resistance to Nazism is hallowed and few
question the official history of the Second World War.

Dozhd reacted to the outcry by issuing a swift apology and withdrawing the poll from its
website. But far from abating, the attacks on Dozhd and the calls for it to be sactioned have
continued to grow, especially from parliamentarians.

Most Russian cable and satellite providers began suspending its signal on 29 January. The
current situation is unclear, because some providers have alternated between cutting and
restoring Dozhd, but it is currently unavailable through Akado, Dom.ru, NTV+ (on which Dozhd
had about 80 per cent of its viewers), Rostelekom and Beeline.

In some regions, these fluctuations have led many local providers to drop Dozhd as well. The
biggest cable provider, Trikolor TV, complained in writing to Dozhd about its “violation of public
morals” and warned that it would terminate its contract within 30 days if the station
“maintained an improper content policy.”


http://fr.rsf.org/IMG/doc/cp_dozhd__31-01-2014-2.doc
http://tvrain.ru/

The federal communications regulator Roskomnadzor refused to issue a formal warning to
Dozhd but sent it a “preventive letter.” The St. Petersburg prosecutor’s office, on the other
hand, began an investigation yesterday to determine if Dozhd broke any law, possibly article
282 of the penal code on “extremism.”

The Human Rights Council, a body comprising many human rights defenders that reports to the
Kremlin, has asked the federal prosecutor’s office to verify whether the cable and satellite TV
providers acted legally when they dropped Dozhd's signal.
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He6biBanana ataka Ha He3aBUCUMbINA TesleKaHan

«PenopTepbl 6e3 rpaHnL» CTPOro ocyxaatoT becnpeuefeHTHYI KaMnaHUIo Mo OKa3aHuto
AaBneHus Ha TenekaHan «4oxab». O4WMH N3 HEMHOMMX HE3aBUCUMbIX hesepalibHbIX
TenekaHanos B Poccuun, «[Jox ab» N3BeCTeH CBOMMM CBO6OAHBIMW B3rISA4aM1U U OTKPbITOCTbIO
onno3numMoHHbLIM B3rnaaam. HeCMOTpﬂ Ha BewaHne NCKIK4YUnUTEIbHO Ka6eanoe, CNyTHUKOBOE U
yepe3 UHTEPHET, KaHas cMor rnpuseneyb 60MbLLYO ayaAUTOpUI0, 0COBEHHO cpean cpeaHero
KJlacca ropoAcKoro HaceneHus. Ho moa npeasoroM nokasa HEOAHO3HAYHOro onpoca TesiekaHan
BHe3anHo mcyes ¢ 60blWINMHCTBA 3KpaHoB, 1 ¢ 30-ro sHBaps npokypaTypa CaHkT-MeTepbypra
Hauvasa ero NpoBepkKy.

«nybokast Hecopa3MeEpPHOCTb MeXAy COObITUSAMU, KOTOPblE BMEHSAIOT B BUHY «[JOXAO», U
NPUHSATBIMM MEpaMun co3gaeT BrnevyaTsieHne, YTO 3TO TOJIbKO NMOBOA, YTO6bl 3aCTaBUTb
3aMoN4aTh eAUHCTBEHHbI HE3aBUCUMbIA FOSI0C HAa POCCUNCKOM TenesnaeHun. Eciam Takon onpoc
N Bbi3blBaeT onpeAesieHHble BOMPOChbl, OHN KacaloTCs XX YPHAIMCTCKON 3TUKU U BO3MOXHOCTM
obpalwaTtbca K HegaBHEN NCTOPUKN, HO HECOMHEHHO He 3akoHa. bonee o6ocHoBaHHOM 6bina Obl
npoBepKa NpoKypaTypoi NPOU3BOJIbHOTO OTKJIIOYEHMS KaHana M3 BelwaHus KabenbHbIX U
CNYTHUKOBLIX CETel, Kak Toro notpebosan CoBeT Npu npesunaeHtTe PO no passuTuto
rpakAaHckoro obuwecrea n NnpaBaM YyenoBeka. BMewaTenbcrBo Bew aTeslbHbIX KOMAAHUI B
peaaKLMOHHBI KOHTEHT — 3TO HEJONYCTUMOE MpeBbIlleHNe NOMHOMOYNIt», - 3a8BKn MoxaH
Bbup, rnasa oTaena BocrouHoi EBponbl 1 LleHTpanbHOM A3nn «PenopTepoB 6e3 rpaHuL».

«OTKAYeHNne «[oxas» oT BewaHnsa 6onbluMHCTBa KabenbHbIX CeTEN NoABEpPraeT ero pucky
NOTEPSATb MHOXECTBO peknaMogaTesieit u CTaBUT NoA4 BOMPOC €ro 3 KOHOMUYECKYHO
XXMN3HECNOCOOBHOCTb. 32 HECKObKO AHEN A0 OTKPbITUS ONnMMNminckuin urp B Coumn ato cobbiTtmne
HeobxoanMo paccMaTpuBaTb 6onee rnobanbHO: ncHesHoBeHMe «[loXAA» MOXET HaHeCTun
6onbwon ynap no ceoboae nHpopmaumm B CTpaHe», - 3aKIA0YNI OH.

26 aHBaps 2014-ro roga, HakaHyHe 70-i roAoBLNHbI CHATUSA 610Kaabl JIeHUMHIpaaa HEMELKOM
apMuen Bo BpeMs Bropoi MMpoBOIA BOWHbI, «[J0XAb» NMPeasioX ni CBOUM 3pUTENSIM OTBETUTb Ha
BOMpocC «Hy>XHO nn 6b1N0 caaTb JIeHUHrpaa, YTobbl cbepeyb COTHM ThICAY XKXU3HEW?>». bnokaaa
roposia, KOTOpPY CHSINM Mocfie ABYX C NOJIOBUHOM NieT 6ecniogHOM ocaabl, NOBAekKa 3a coboi
cmepTb 60/1ee MUAIMOHa MUPHbLIX FpaXxaaH. Bonpoc, 3agaHHbi «[Joxaem», cnpoBoLMpoBan
BOJIHY BO3MYLLEHWSA B CTpPaHE, rAe COBETCKOE CONPOTUBAEHME HALN3My CBATO U rae
odurumancHas uctopus Bropoit MMpoBOWM BOVHBLI peAKo CTaBUTCA NoA Bonpoc. Bcneacreue
Takon peakuuun «oxab» 6bICTPO NpUHEC U3BMHEHMUS U ybpan onpoc co ceoero Beb-canTa. Ho
MOTOK HanaAoK Ha KaHasl He NCCAK U MPUHSAN MaCCOBbI XapaKTep, @ KOIMYeCTBO MPM3bIBOB K
LL,eH3ype YBEJIMUYNIOCb, B TOM YMC/IE CO CTOPOHbI AenyTaToB.

HaunHasga c 29 aHBaps 60NbWMHCTBO POCCUNCKMUX ONepaTopoB KabenbHbIX U CMYTHUKOBLIX ceTel
OAVH 3a APYIrMM NMpekpaTunau TpaHonauuto «Joxas». Cutyauus no-rpexXxHeMy HescHa,
MOCKOJIbKY MHOTME OMepaTopbl YUepeayT OTKAOYEeHME M BO30OHOBIEHME BELWAaHUA KaHana, Ho
nepegaun «Joxas» 6onbwe He MOryT CMOTPETb 3pUTEIN TaKUX ONepaToOpoB, KakK «AKano»,
«[oM.py», «<HTB+ » (@abOHEeHTbI KOTOPOro cocTaBnstoT okono 80% ero ayamtopun),
«PocTtenekom» n «bunaiH». 9T BOSIHEHUS CMPOBOLNPOBAN M OTK/IIOYEHME BELLAHNS KaHaa
MHOIMMK OonepaTopamMn B permoHax. KpynHenwmii onepatop CNyTHMKOBOIrO TeneBnaeHus
«Tpukonop TB» Hanpasun «oxA0» NUCbMEHHOE yBeAOM/IEHNE, B KOTOPOM BbICTYNWU NPOTUB
«HapyweHus 06WeCcTBEHHON HPABCTBEHHOCTM>» U Npeaynpeana 0 BO3SMOXHOCTU PacCTOPXEHUN
KOHTpaKTa C 3TUM KaHaJIoM «B C/ly4ae COXpPaHEHUS HEKOPPEKTHON KOHTEHTHOM NOIUTUKU> .

Perynupyrowas cnyxx6a MMHkomces3mM, POCKOMHaA30p, He cTafna HakasbiBaTb «[doxab»
npeaynpexaeHnemM, iMb HanpaBmB B peAaKunto «NpoduiakTnyeckoe nnuceMo». A BoT
npokypaTypa CaHkT-MNeTepbypra npucrynmna K pacCMOTpPEHUIO AeSI0 3TOro KaHana Ha
3acegaHun 30-ro ssHBaps. B 6nmMxanwme AHWM OpraH peLwunT, HapywWwua a1 KaHan 3akoH. Bonpoc,
B YaCTHOCTM, B TOM, NoAnazaeT M CyyumBlUeecs NoA 3aKOHOAATebCTBO 06 «3KCTpeMmname»
(282 cTraTbs yrosoBHoro kogekca). CoBeT no npaBaM yesloBeka, KOHCYIbTaTUBHbIN OpraH
KpeMmnsi, 06beanHSA W M MHOX ECTBO NpaBo3aLlMTHUKOB, NoNpocun NeHNpoKkypaTypy
NPOBEPUTb 3aKOHHOCTb OTK/IIOYEHUS TENIEBM3NOHHOTO BELaHMsA KaHana «[oxas» kabenbHbiMK
N CMYTHUKOBbIMM onepaTopamMu.



(®oto: fjoxab)

You can download those documents on our website :
e, (JPEG - 16.4 kb)
e, (Word - 187.5 kb)




