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Tragic death

Independent journalist murdered in Kabardino-Balkaria
1 August 2014

After repeated death threats, reporter was apparently abducted from his home
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Reporters Without Borders offers its heartfelt condolences to the family and colleagues of Timur
Kuashev (Tumyp Kyawes), a journalist and human rights defender who was found dead today in a
suburb of Nalchik, the capital of the autonomous Kabardino-Balkar Republic in the Russian
Caucasus.

He was the Nalchik correspondent of Dosh, a magazine that specializes in covering the Russian
Caucasus.

"Kuashev’s death is yet another reminder of the exorbitant price paid for independent journalism in
certain republics in the Russian Caucasus,” said Johann Bihr, the head of the Reporters Without
Borders Eastern Europe and Central Asia desk.

"The lack of any adequate reaction from authorities to the death threats he had received amounts
to culpable negligence. A full and impartial investigation must be conducted, if necessary from
outside Kabardino-Balkaria, to identify this murder’s perpetrators and instigators. The widespread
impunity enjoyed by those who attack journalists in the region must be ended as a matter of
urgency.”

Kuashev'’s body was found this afternoon in a wood near the Nalchik suburb of Khasania after he
went missing yesterday evening. According to initial reports, the body bore no visible signs of
violence. An autopsy is to be carried out to determine the cause of death.

“We believe that Timur was kidnapped from his home,” Dosh wrote today, pointing that his body
was found in the kind of clothes worn at home, and that his mobile phone, which he always took
with him, had been left in his apartment.

Kuashev had been covering abuses carried out by the security forces in the course of anti-terrorism
operations. A defender of the rights of the Cherkess population, he also recently criticized Russian
policy in Ukraine and the Israeli intervention in Gaza.

He had been getting threats for years and, on 30 April 2013, he published an open letter to the
security forces and to human rights organizations in which he said he was concerned for his life.

He had also reported received death threats from users of the LiveJournal blog platform. “As a
provocateur, aren’t you afraid of being swept away by the wave you create,” one wrote, suggesting
that Kuashev was on a hit-list. “"Don‘t play with fire... reflect for once (...) on what you are doing
and where it is leading you. That’s my advice.” Another wrote: “You will die at an astonishingly
young age.”

Police arrested him on 21 May, just before the start of a march marking the 150th anniversary of
the end of the Caucasian War, and held him for four hours at a police station without explanation,
thereby preventing him from participating in the march.

A few days before that, he had reported on Livelournal that the interior ministry’s anti-terrorism
centre had launched a smear campaign against him. While held, a policeman reportedly told him:
"“You will pay if you continue in the same way.”
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Dosh publisher Abdulla Duduyeyv told Reporters Without Borders: “At our request (...) Timur
Kuashev wrote articles on the most current topics — politics, illegal actions by the security forces and
special operations. He always wrote effectively, honestly and courageously.”

Dosh was awarded the Reporters Without Borders press freedom prize in the “*Media” category in
2009.

As a result of the extreme polarization in Kabardino-Balkaria and neighbouring republics,
independent journalism is very dangerous and is often identified with support for armed Islamists.

Reporters Without Borders published a report on media freedom in nearby Dagestan and Chechnya
in October 2011.

Interview with Dosh (2011)

B Ka6apauHo-bankapum y6ut HesaBMCUMbI XYPHAJIUCT

«PenopTtepbl 6€3 rpaHML» Bbipa)aloT CBOM UCKPeHHUe cob0one3HoBaHns poaHbIM U 6IM3KKUM
XXYpHanucra n npaso3awmntHMka Tumypa KyaweBa, HangeHHoOro meptebiM 1 aBrycra 2014 Ha
oKkpavHe ropoga Hanbuumk, ctonmubl KabapamHo-bankapuu. OH paboTan KoppecnoHAEHTOM
He3aBMCUMOro XypHana «[ow» Ha TeppuToOpuM 3TOM aBTOHOMHOM pecnybnmkn ceBepHoro Kaekasa.

«CmMepTb TuMypa KyalieBa sBSIETCS 04epEAHbIM HarlOMMHaHMEM OrPOMHOM Li€Hbl HE3aBUCUMOW
JKYPHa/IMCTUKN B HEKOTOPbIX pecrybrimkax ceBepHoro KaBkasa», - C ropeybto 3asaBnsieT
pyKoBOAMTeNb oTAena BoctouHol EBponbl 1 LieHTpanbHoi Asun «Penoptepos 6e3 rpaHuL» MoxaHH
Bup. «OTCcyTCTBME 3AEKBATHOM peaKkLmu Co CTOPOHbI B/IacTesi Ha HEOAHOKPATHbIE yrpo3bl CMEPTU B
afpec XXepTBbl paBHOLIEHHO MPECTYNHOM xaaaTtHocTn. Heobxoanmo npoBecTy BceobLyee n
becripucTpacTHoe pacciesoBaHue, KOTOPoe AO/HDKHO yCTaHOBUTb JIMYHOCTU UCIOSIHUTENEN U
3aKa3ymKoB 3Toro ybuicrea, B ciydae HeobxoanMocTn 3a rpegenamm KabapanHo-baakapuu.
Heobxoanmo He3amea/mMTesIbHO 0/I0XKUTb KOHEL 6e3rpaHn4YHoMy 6e33aKOHMUI arpeccopoB
XKYDHa/INCTOB B 3TOM PErMNOHE> .

Bnnskmne Tumypa KyaweBa octanucb 6e3 BeCctu 0 HeM ¢ Bedepa 31 utonsa. Ero teno 6b1710 HangeHo 1
aBrycTa BO BTOPOW MOSIOBUHE AHS B Slecy B pailoHe XacaHbs, B npuropogae Hanbunka. CornacHo
rnepeon MHpopMaunm Kakne-nmbo cnegpl HaCUIMSA Ha Tenle OTCYTCTBYIOT. B 6niMxanwee BpemMs
OO/MKHO 6bITh NpoBeAeHOo cyaebHO-MeanLIMHCKOE nccneoBaHne anas Toro, Ytobbl yCTaHOBUTb
NPUYNHY ero cMepTu. «Mbl npeanonaraem, 4to TuMypa 3abpann HakaHyHe Be4YepoM M3 AoMa», -
NUMWEeT XypHan «Jow>», coobas, 4To ero Hawam B AOMALIHEN ofaexae, B TO BpeMsi Kak ero
MOBUNBbHLIN TenedoH, C KOTOPbIM OH HMKOrAa He paccTaBarscs, ocTasncs AoMma.

XypHanucT nposoann paccnefosaHuns hakTos Npon3Bosa CUNOBbIX CTPYKTYp B 6opbbe ¢
Teppopu3MoM 1 60posica 3a NpaBa YepKECCKOro HaceneHns. B nocnegHee BpeMsi OH KpUTUKOBas
POCCUIMCKYIO MONNTUKY B YKpanHe U n3pannbckoe BTopxeHue B CekTop rasa. lNocnegHue roasl oH
rnoslyyan MHOrouncneHHble yrpo3bl. 30 anpena 2013 roga oH onybnmkoBan OTKpbiToe obpauleHune K
opraHam rnpasoropsaka v npaso3alMTHbIM OpraHM3aumsaM, B KOTOPOM Bblpa3uns 6€CrnoKonCcTBO «3a
CBOIO XXW3Hb>». OH Toraa coobwan 0 HEOAHOKPATHbIX Yrpo3ax CMepPTX OT Mosib3oBaTenen NnaTdopmbl
6noros «Livelournal». «Tbl, Kak NpOBOKATOP, MOAHUMAIOLWMIN BOMHY - He BoULWbCA YTO 1 Tebs
HaKpoeT?», - Hanucan OAMH U3 HUX, Npexae Yem gan NoHATb, YTO nMsa Tumypa Kyawesa Morno 6ol
6bITb 3aHECEHO B «PacCTpenbHbIfi CNUCOK>». «He nrpamn c orHem... Noayman xotb pas (...), UTo Tbl
Aenaelwb M K YeMy 3TO MOXET npuBecTn, mon Tebe coseT!>», - Npoao/mKan OH. «YMpEéLlb HEOXNAAHHO
MosioabIM», - Npedynpexjan Apyroin nosb3osaTesb.

21 mas 2014 roga Tumyp Kyawes 6bla1 3a4ep)XaH BO BpeMs NpoBeAeHUs akunm, nocesweHHon 150-
W0 KaBKa3CKOM BOMHbI (1763-1864 rr.) B Hanbunke. Ero otBesnmM B NONNLENCKNIA YHACTOK
He3aZoAro A0 Havasa MeponpusaTmnsa n oTnycTuam 6e3 o6bsSCHEHN, NPOAEPXKaB YeTbipe Yaca u
noMellaB eMy NMPUHATb y4acTMe B aKLuMK. 3a HEeCKONbKO AHeNr A0 3Toro Ha 6nore «LiveJournal» oH
nucan 0 pacrnpocTpaHeHMU NOXHbIX CBEAEHUI Ha ero cyeT aHTUTEPPOPUCTUYECKMM LLEHTPOM
MWHUCTEPCTBA BHYTPEHHUX Aesl. Bo BpeMsl 3agaep)KaHus NoMLENCKUI eMy cKasan: «3To Tebe
AYKHETCS, MPoAo/HKa B TOM Xe AyXe».

[naBHbIN pepnakTop XypHana «Jow>» A6aynna flyayes 3as8un «Penoptepam 6e3 rpaHuu», yTo:
«Tumyp Kyales nucan ctaTbM Ha CaMble aKTyaslbHbl€ TeMbl: NOIMTUKA, HE3aKOHHbIE AeNCTBUS
CUOBbIX CTPYKTYP, «3auncTkn». OH Bcerga nmcasna onepaTtmBHO, YECTHO U MyXeCTBEHHO>». XXypHan
«[ow>» 6bla yAOCTOEH MexAyHapoaHoW npemmnn ceoboapl npeccobl «PenopTtepos 6e3 rpaHuu>» B
kateropuun «CMU» B 2009 roay.
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MN3-3a kpaliHen nonsipusaunmn, uapswen B KabapamHo-bankapmu n cocegHux pecnybnvkax, pabora
CBOOOAHbIX XXYPHANNCTOB NpeacTaBaseT 0cobyto OnacHOCTb, YacTo ee CMELMBaOT C OKasaHueM
NOAAEPX KW BOOPYXXEHHbIM ncnammcram. B oktabpe 2011 roga «Penoptepbl 6€3 rpaHnL»

onybnnmkKoBann OTYET O NPOBEAEHUWN pPacC/IeoBaHNSA O COCTOSAHMM cBo6oabl NevyaTu B [larecraHe u
YeyHe.
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