Reporters
Without Borders

http://www.rsf.org/russie-journalist-arrested-
after-17-09-2014,46974.html

Europe/Ex-USSR - Russia

Siberian autonomy
Journalist arrested after interviewing Siberian autonomy

advocate
17 September 2014

Authorities say he must do jail time for insulting a governor in blog posts in 2011
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Reporters Without Borders condemns Siberian journalist and blogger Dmitry Shipilov (OmuTtpui
LWnnunos)’s detention since 10 September, when he was arrested near Moscow just hours after a
newspaper published an interview by him with a champion of Siberian autonomy.

Officially, Shipilov was arrested to serve a jail sentence in a case dating back to 2012, but
everything suggests that his detention was politically motivated and was prompted by the interview.

Shipilov covers the Siberian region of Kemerovo for the Novy Kuzbass newspaper and is known for
criticizing the local authorities. He was arrested as he got off a train at Chkalovskaya station just
outside Moscow.

After saying nothing for 24 hours, the authorities said Shipilov was arrested for failing to serve a
three-month jail sentence for “insulting a government servant in the course of his work.”

The initial sentence, passed in April 2012, was 11 months retention of salary but a judge in Yurga,
in the Kemerova region, changed it to jail time in February 2013 after discovering that Shipilov had
left Kemerova before the sentence could be enforced.

Shipilov’s colleagues point out that his arrest came immediately after Novy Kuzbass published his
interview with Artyom Loskutov, an artist and leader of a planned “March for Siberia’s federalization
last month.

"

By “federalization,” the march’s organizers meant regional autonomy and more local control of
Siberia’s petroleum earnings. The use of the term alludes ironically to Moscow’s call for Ukraine’s
“federalization.”

The authorities not only prevented the march from going ahead but have also been suppressing all
references to it in the media and online. On the basis of recent legislative amendments criminalizing
“promoting unauthorized demonstrations” in the same way that “extremism” already is, around 20
news websites received orders in July to delete any mention of the march.

At the same time, access to other websites and certain pages on Facebook and the Russian social
network Vkontakte have been blocked. Curiously, it was officers from the police department
responsible for combatting extremism that arrested Shipilov.

“Jailing a journalist for ‘insulting a government servant’ constitutes an unacceptable act of
intimidation towards the entire media profession,” said Johann Bihr, the head of the Reporters
Without Borders Eastern Europe and Central Asia desk.

"Russia is party to the European Court of Human Rights, which has said that any punishment for a
media offence must be strictly 'necessary’ and 'proportionate’ and that public officials must be more
tolerant of criticism than ordinary citizens. The flouting of these principles reinforces the impression

7

that Shipilov is the victim of government hysteria about the ‘March for Siberia’s federalization’.

The “government servant” Shipilov was deemed to have insulted under article 319 of the Russian
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criminal code in two blog posts in 2011 was Kemerovo governor Aman Tuleyev.

It was because he feared further reprisals, including trumped-up charges, that Shipilov moved from
Kemerovo to Moscow two years ago. He is now due to be transferred back to the Kemerovo region
to serve the jail sentence.

Eduard Rudyk, a human rights defender who has visited Shipilov in detention, fears that Shipilov
could end up being held for more than three months. The governor filed an additional complaint
accusing him of “apologizing” ironically after his conviction, using the same insulting terms.

After serving the current sentence, he could be placed in pre-trial detention pending a ruling on the
second complaint.

Russia is ranked 148th out of 180 countries in the 2014 Reporters Without Borders press freedom
index.

Poccuinckme B1acTv Npoao/HKaoT penpeccum npoTmus
CU6MPCKOro >XypHanucra

PenopTtepbl 6€3 rpaHunL ocy>kAaloT 3aAep)xaHne cnbnpckoro >xypHanucra u norepa
Omutpusna LLinnnnosa 10 ceHTa6psa 2014 ropa B MockoBCKOM pernoHe. Ero apecr,
ocduLuManbHO CBA3aHHbIN C Ha3Ha4YeHHbIM B 2012 roay HakasaHMeM, yKa3biBaeT Ha To,
YTO 3TO peLleHue NoJIMTUYECKN MOTUBUPOBAHO U BbI3BaHO HelaBHMMU Ny6aunkaunsamm
XXypHanucra.

Brorep n obo3pesaTens rasetbl «HoBbi Ky3bacc» n3 Kemeposckoro pernoHa (3anagHas Cubups)
Omutpuit LLUIMNUNOB M3BECTEH CBOEI pe3KoW KPUTUKOIM B apec MeCTHbIX Bfactei. OH 6bia
apecroBaH 10 ceHTs6pst 2014 roga Ha cTaHUMM Ykanosckass B MOCKOBCKOM pernmoHe. Mocne Toro,
KaK O HEM HMYero He 6bIJI0 N3BECTHO MOYTK CYTKU, MPaABOOXPaHUTENbHbIE OpraHbl O6bACHWN, YTO
YXYPHaANMCT OTKa3asics oTbbiBaTb Haka3aHMe, HasHavyeHHoe eMy B anpene 2012 roaa, 3a
«ockopbneHue npeacTtaBuUTeNs BAACTU NMPU UCMOJHEHUN UM CBOMX AO/MKHOCTHbIX 0653aHHOCTEN>» :
OOMHHaALUATb MecsueB McnpaBuTeNbHbIX paboT ¢ yaepxaHuem n3 3apabotHor nnatel. B deBpane
2013 roaa, cyops r. tOprm KemepoBckon 0651acTy 3aMeHUI 3TO HakalaHMe Ha TpU Mecsua JIMWeHns
cBob60oabl.

OpHako 6nu3kune xypHanucra 3aasn4atT, uTo AmMutpuin LLUnnnnos 6bin 3agepxaH cpasy nocne
nyébnnkaumm nHTepBbIO ¢ ApTEMOM JTIOCKYTOBbIM, apTUCTOM U NnaepoM «Maplua 3a peaepanmsaumnio
Cubupn», akumnen, sanyweHHomn netom 2014 roz, 3a KOTOPOMN NPUCTanbHO CNeasaT BnacTu. 370
OBVOKEHWE BO3HUKJII0 Ha hOHEe oKasaHms ouuManbHON NOAAEPXKKN POCCUICKUX BRacTemn
«eagepanmsaunmn>» YkpanHbl C Lenbto TpeboBaHnsa 6onblie aBToHOMUK ans Cubupn 1, B 4acTHOCTH,
6onee cnpaBeaIMBOro pacnpeaeneHns cpeacts OT Npogaxu HedTu.

HecMoTpst Ha TO, YTO BbICTYMNJIEHUS ABUXKEHUSA BblIM AOCTAaTOMHO CAEPXKAHHBIMU U HOCUIIK, B
OCHOBHOM, HOMOPUCTUYECKUI XapaKTep, UX Cpasy NMpeceknn n pacueHnIM Kak rnpecrynieHume: Ha
OCHOBaHWW NocnegHMX NonpaBoK, KOTOPble NMPUPaBHUBAIOT «MpbI3biBbl K YHaCTUIO B
HeCOorslacoBaHHbIX aKLUMAX» K «3KCTpeMu3My», 6onee agsaguaty MHGOPMALMOHHbIX CANTOB B KOHLE
WIONS MOAYYUSIN KOMaHAY yAANnTb MaTepuarbl, NOCBSAWEHHbIE ABMXEHWIO. Paa cariToB 6b110
3ab10KMpoBaHO Hapsiay C MHOMOUYMC/IEHHbBIMKU CTPaHWLUaMKn B coumanbHbiX ceTax Facebook u
BkoHTakTe. Kak He cTpaHHO AMnTpusa LLUnunnnosa 3agepxanu npeacraBuTenu yrnpabsieHus
NMpaBoOXpaHUTENbHbIX OpraHoB No 6opbbe C aKCTPEMM3MOM.

«Haka3aHue 3a 'ockopbrieHne rpeacTaBuTesis Bacty’ B BUAE INLLIEHUS CBOBOAb! - 3TO HEZOMYCTUMOE
3anyruBaHue BCeH rnpogeccumn xypHaanmcroB», - 3asBUN pykoBoauTeNnb oTAaena BoctouHoln EBpornbl U
LleHTpanbHoii A3um PenopTtepos 6e3 rpaHuL, MoxaHH Bup. «Poccus ssaseTcs YaeHoM EBponeiickoro
cyAa o rpaBam 4Yes0BeKa, KOTOpblN HacToOMYMBO 3asIBASIET, YTO /1l060e Haka3aHue 3a
rpaBoHapyLIeHune B chepe rnpecchl 4O/HKHO 6biTb Cyry60 '‘oripaBagaHHbIM’ v 'pornopLMOHaIbHbIM', a
rnpeacTaBnTes N BAACTEN AO/KHbI MPOosiB/SiTb 60/IbLU YO TEPINMOCTb M0 OTHOLUEHNIO K KPUTUKE CO
CTOPOHbI MPOCTbIX rpaxkgaH. HecobsrogeHne 3Tux npuHUNNOB JIMLLHWEA Pa3 NnoATBEPXKAAET TO, YTO
Amuntpni LLnnnaos cTas XXepTBoi MCTEPUYECKMNX PErpeccnii B1acTu B OTHOLIEHUM ‘Maplua 3a
peaepanmzaynio Cnbupu’™ .

B anpene 2012 roga XypHanncT NoAy4Yms HakasaHue 3a «ockopbneHne» rybepHatopa KemepoBckoro
pervoHa AMaHa TyneeBa B ABYX Nybnmkaumnsax Ha ceoem 6nore B 2011 rogy Ha OCHOBaHUK CTaTby
319 yronosHoro kogekca P®. Onacascb Apyrmx penpeccuin, Kak Hanpumep Bo3byxaeHue
chabpnkoBaHHbIX aen no 6onee cepbe3HbIM CTaTbsIM, 0603peBaTeNb Nepeexan n3 Kemeposo B
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MockBy. Tenepb ero nepeseayT o6paTtHO B KeMepoBcKyto 0611acTb, rae oH 6yaet otbbiBaThb
HakasaHue B TopbMe. 3ayapa PyabiK, NOCETUBLUNIA ero npaBo3aliMTHUK, OnacaeTcs, uTo
3ajep>XaHHbIl NpoBeaeT B TIopbMe 60nblue BpeMeHn: rybepHaTop nogan ewe ogHy xanoby Ha
XKYPHaNNCTa 3a UPOHUYECKME «U3BUHEHUS», MPUHECEHHbIE NOC/e BblHECEHUSA HakasaHusa. Ero moryt
nomMectnTb B CU30 A0 NPUHATUSA pelleHuns rno 3ToMy aeny.

Poccna 3aHmnmMaeTt 148-oe mecto 13 180 cTpaH BO BceMmnpHoM perituHre ceoboapl npeccol 2014 roaa
PenopTepoB 6e3 rpaHuu.

You can download those documents on our website :
e Poccuirickme BNacTu NpoAosIXaT penpeccumn npotme cnbupckoro xypHanucta, (PDF - 195.5 kb)
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