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Reporters Without Borders is shocked by Galina Timchenko (FannHa TumMyeHko)'s sudden
dismissal as editor of the independent news website Lenta.ru today, shortly after it got a
warning from the Russian communications regulatory agency Roskomnadzor for interviewing a
Ukrainian ultra-nationalist leader. She has been replaced by Alexei Goreslavsky (Anekcen
Flopecnasckuit), a journalist widely regarded as pro-Kremlin.

“Lenta.ru has been one of the few sources of independent news coverage in an ocean of
propaganda, and even more so since the start of the Ukrainian crisis,” said Johann Bihr, the
head of the Reporters Without Borders Eastern Europe and Central Asia desk.

“"Timchenko embodied the efforts of an entire team of journalists who developed Lenta.ru into
a leading modern news site while maintaining complete editorial independence. Given the
site’s influence and the recognition it has received, her dismissal sends a very scary signal and
deals a major blow to independent journalism in Russia.”

With an average of 12 million unique visitors a month, Lenta.ru is Russia’s most widely read
news website and 16th most visited online resource, just behind search engines and social
networks. It has done much in recent years to diversify its content and format, with briefs,
video reports, long analyses and columns by well-known writers.

The site announced today that Alexander Mamut, the owner of Lentu.ru’s parent company,
Afisha-Rambler-SUP, had appointed Goreslavsky, until then the parent company’s deputy
director-general of external communications, to replace Timchenko, who had worked for
Lenta.ru since its creation in 1999 and had been editor-in-chief since 2004.

A former manager of the Agency One public relations company and former editor of the Vzgliad
website and Vslukh o magazine, Goreslavsky is widely seen as a Kremlin supporter. According
to the independent TV station Dozhd, Timchenko’s removal was to have been expected ever
since Afisha-Rambler-SUP’s creation as a large media holding company in the spring of 2013,
which was accompanied by the departure of the leading intermediary between the site’s
owners and the government.

Although no official explanation has been given for Timchenko’s dismissal, it is hard not to link
it to the warning that Lenta.ru received earlier in the day from the communications regulatory
agency Roskomnadzor over an interview with Andrei Tarasenko of the Ukrainian ultra-
nationalist group Pravy Sektor by Ilya Azar, a reporter that Lenta.ru sent to Kiev.

Roskomnadzor said the interview and the content of a link in the interview “contain
statements inciting hatred” and contravening the law on extremism. Condemnation of Pravy
Sektor has featured prominently in Russian government statements about Ukraine ever since
President Viktor Yanukovych’s ouster. The Kremlin’s propaganda has played up this far-right
group’s activities and statements in order to support its portrayal of events in Kiev as a
“fascist coup” and to tarnish the new Ukrainian government.

“Holding journalists responsible for the statements of the people they interview is
unacceptable,” Bihr added. "Whether you approve of them or not, Ukraine’s ultra-nationalists
have to be interviewed at a time when their actions are being widely reported and commented
on. At no point in the interview did Azar show any sympathy for Tarasenko. Roskmonadzor's
warning seems to have been desighed to provide the ideal pretext and speaks volumes about
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the government’s determination to control coverage of the Ukrainian crisis.”

The website’s staff lost no time expressing its mistrust of the new management. An open
letter to readers currently signed by 84 staff members said: "We think this appointment
constitutes direct pressure on the staff of Lenta.ru. The dismissal of an independent editor-in-
chief and her replacement by a henchman, one who comes directly from offices in the Kremlin,
is a clear violation of the media law, which says that censorship is unacceptable.”

Read as well:

e Unprecedented offensive against independent TV station (31.01.2014)
e Libel suits by judges against two independent publications (13.12.2013)
e Court strips national news agency of its licence (31.10.2013)

Tenepb «JleHTa.py>» cTasa >XepTBOM HAaCTYIUJ1eHUss Ha He3aBUCUMble MeaMa

«PenopTtepbl 6€3 rpaHML>» WOKMPOBaHbI BHE3AMHbIM YBOJIbHEHMEM INT@aBHOIO peAakropa
BeAyllero noprajna He3aBUCcnMMoin nHpopmaymm, «JleHtol.py». 12-ro mapta 2014-ro roga
FannHy TUMYEHKO OTCTPaHWMIN OT AO/HKHOCTM N 3aMeHnnn AnekceemMm FopecnaBCKUM. OTO
pelweHne 6bII0 NPUHATO Cpa3y Xe Nocie Toro, kak POCKOMHaA30p BbIHEC peAaKunmn
npeaynpexpaexHue 3a nybamkaunto MHTEPBbIO C OAHUM U3 TNAEPOB YKPAUHCKOTO
yNbTpaHaLMOHAINCTNYECKOTrO ABUXEHUS.

«B KOHTeKcTe HebbIBaNoro Kpusnca B YkpanHe «JlIeHTa.py» — 3TO OANH U3 HEMHOTUX
MCTOYHMKOB HE3ABUCUMOI MHM OpPMaL KM, KOTOPbIN BbDKMBAA B OKeEaHe nponaraHAabl. [NaBHbIN
pefaKkTop, OT KOTOPOW cerogHs oTkasanncb, Bonowaet paboTy Bce cBoOe KOMaHAbl. OTa
KOMaHZa CMOr/la NoCTaBuUTb «JIeHTY.py» BO r/laBe COBPEMEHHOM X YPHaIMCTUKK, COXPaHUB Npu
3TOM abCoOMOTHYIO peAaKLMOHHYI HE3aBUCMMOCTb. [IpUHMMasa BO BHUMaAHME BAUSIHUE 3TOrO
noptajsa un ero Bceobuwee np1MsHaHme, yBoJibHeHMe MannHbl TMUMUEHKO nNpeacTraBnsieT cobomn
O4YeBUAHbLIN 3anyruBatowWwmnin MaHeBp M 60Ne3HEeHHbIN yaap No cBO60AHOM XKYypHaNUCTUKE B
Poccnun», — 3assun MoxaHH Bbup, rnasa otaena BocrouyHou EBponbl 1 CpegHeit Asnn
«PenoptepoB 6e3 rpaHuL».

C agBeHaauaTbio MUJIMOHAaMKU NOCETUTENEN B Mecsl «JIeHTa.py» — OAUH U3 CaMbIX YNTAEMbIX
HOBOCTHbIX MHTepHeT-CMWN B Poccnn. bonee Toro, B ctpaHe canT HaxoamTca Ha 16-om MecTe no
noceullaeMocTu, cpasy nocsie NONCKOBUKOB U COLMANBHbLIX CeTeN. «JleHTa.py» B nocnegHue
rogabl Hemano pa6oTasa Hag pa3Hoobpa3veM KOHTeHTa M GOopMaToOB: OT 3aMETOK A0 BUAEOD-
penopTaxew, aHaNIUTUYECKMX CTaTel N aBTOPCKMUX KOJIOHOK.

12-ro mapTa cauT coobuimn, Uto Bnageney, obbveaMHEeHHOM KOMNaHuu «Aduwa-Pambnep-SUP»
AnekcaHap MamyT 3aMeHun MNanmHy TumyeHko AnekcaHapoM Fopec/iaBCKMM, KOTOPbIA A0 3TOr0
MOMEHTAa 3aHMMaJs NOCT 3aMeCTUTeNia reHepassbHOro AMPEKTOpa KOMMNAHMM MO BHELWHUM
KOMMYHUKaumMaM. ManmHa TUMUYeHKO, cOTpyAHMYaBLAs C «JIeHTON.py» C MOMEHTa OCHOBaHWUSA B
1999 rony, BcTana Bo rnase pegakuun B 2004 roay. BoiBWwKI Nnpe3naeHT KOMMYHUKaLWOHHOIO
areHtcrBa Agency One, 6bIBLUMI MaBHbIA pefakTop canTa «B3arnsa» m xypHana «Bciyx o...»,
FopecnaBckuin cymTaeTcs 61arockNoHHbIM K No3nuun Kpemna. CornacHo MHEHW0 He3aBUCMMOTO
TenekaHana «Joxab», B3AaTUE N0 KOHTPOb «JIeHTbL.pYy» MOXHO 6bI510 NpeayrafaTth ewe C
MOMeHTa co3haHus MegmnaxonamHra «Abduvwa-Pambnep-SUP» BecHon 2013-ro roga. 310
cobbITMe CONPOBOXAAN0Ch YXOA0M MMAaBHOIO NOCPeAHMKA MeX Ay BrajesbuamMm noprasna u
BNACT MW,

HecMOTps Ha TO, YUTO NOKa HUKaKUX O6bACHEHWI YBONIbHEHUS TannHbl TUMUYEHKO He
nocnenoBano, CI0XXHO He BUAETb B HEM CBSA3U C NpeaynpexaeHunem PockoMHaasopa,
BbIHECEHHbIM «JIeHTe.py» B TOT Xe AeHb. Haa3sopHoMy BegoMcTBy B cdhepe CMU He
noHpasunace Nnybankaumnsa nHTepBblo AHApea TapaceHKo, NpeacTaBuTens
Y/bTpaHaLMOHAMNCTUYECKOT0 YKPANHCKOTo ABUXeHUs «lMpasbit CekTop>», NOArOTOBNEHHOE
cneumnasnbHbIM KoppecnoHaeHToM Unbei AsapoM. Mo MHeHUIO POCkoOMHaA30pa, B UHTEPBbLIO U B
APYron ctaTbe, Ha KOTOPYI B TeKCTe 6bia ccbinka, «coaepxaTcs BbiCKa3biBaHUS,
HanpasfieHHble Ha BO36yXAEeHWe HaLMOHaNbHOW PO3HU», UTO HapyLllaeT 3akKoH 06
skcTpemnsMe. C oTCTpaHeHueM npe3naeHTa Buktopa SAHykoBuUYa ocyxaeHue «lpaBoro
CekTOopa» Haxo4AWUTCA B LLEHTPE POCCMINCKOro oduumManbHOro AMCKypca no noBoay cutyauuu B
YKpauHe. Kpemnesckas nponaraHaa aenaet 0606w eHna Ha OCHOBE AesATeNIbHOCTU U
3a8BMIEHUN 3TOr0 ABMXeEHUSA, UTobbl pa3obnavaTb «dalnUCTCKUN NepeBopoT» B Kuese u
ANCKpeAUTUpOBaTb HOBOE YKPAWHCKOE NpaBUTENbCTBO.

«HeponyctrMMo genaTtb XXYPHaIMCTOB OTBETCTBEHHbIMU 3@ C/IoBa MX cobeceaHNKOB. [lencTBus
yNbTaHaLUMOHAIMCTOB Celi4ac KOMMEHTUPYIOT NOBCEMECTHO, MO3TOMY NPOCTO He06XoANMO
AaBaTb UM CJIOBO, 0406psieM Mbl 3TO UM HeT. Bo BpeMst MHTepBbio Uiba A3ap coBepLlUeHHO He
BbiCKa3blBaeT corylacnsa co cBouM cobecenHukoM. MpeaynpexaeHme PockoMHaasopa, 6onblie
noxoxee Ha naeanbHbI NOBOA, CBUAETENLCTBYET O XKeslaHUM POCCUINCKUIA BNacTen
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KOHTPO/MPOBaTb MHMOPMALIMIO BOKPYI YKPaUHCKOro Kpusmca», fobasnseT MoxaHH Bup.

Penakuus, He MelwKas, Bblpasuia CBoe HeAOBEPUE HOBOMY PYKOBOACTBY. «Mbl cUMTaeM, YTo
3TO Ha3HauyeHue SBNAeTCA NPAMbIM AaBNEHMEM Ha peaakuuto «J1eHTbl.py». YBONbHEHUE
HEe3aBMCUMOro IMaBHOMO peAaKkTopa M HasHauYeHue ynpaBiseMoro, B TOM YMC/IE HanpsaMylo U3
KpeM/IeBCKNX KabUHETOB, YesloBEKA — 3TO Y)K€ HapyleHue 3akoHa o CMU, roeBopswero o
HeAOoMyCTUMOCTU LLEH3YPbI», — MOAYEPKNUBAETCA B OTKPbLITOM MUCbME YUTATENAM, HA AaHHbIV
MOMEHT NOAMNUCaHHbIM BOCMbIOAECATbIO YETbIpbMSl COTPYAHMKAMU peaaKuuu.
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