Immigration Act
Chapter 171

An Act to consolidate and amend the law as to innatign; to control in Nigeria
certain persons; and for matters connected thdrewit

1% day of August 1963

Part |
Administration

1. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section,stiict shall apply to persons
entering or leaving Nigeria and to persons whaoaa@ny time therein after the
commencement of this Act.

(2) Nothing in this section shall be construed-

(@) to require any Minister of the Federal Governtmeor any
Commissioner of any State Government to complet&yeor
embarkation cards on entering or leaving Nigeria;

(b) to impose any restriction or liability underighAct as to entry or
deportation in respect of persons who satisfy amigration officer
that they are entitled under any rule of law oratmgnt to immunity
from suit or legal process not being immunity isgect only of things
done or omitted to be done in the course of theired, and complete
any other requirement of this Act before entry epakture;

(c) in respect of any particular requirement, tteetf persons exempted
therefrom by the Minister under this Act;

(d) to prohibit the entry of any person who sadisfian immigration
officer as to his identity as a citizen of Nigedaas the holder of a
valid travel document or that he is a person in ¢ngploy of the
Federal Government or any State Government, asaemay be;

(e) to authorise the deportation from Nigeria of aiizen of Nigeria;

() to exempt any person from medical examinatibmeguired by the
immigration officer.

(3) Where a person enters Nigeria as an exemptasdmpender this Act and while
in Nigeria thereafter ceases to be entitled to sx@mption, he shall as soon
as possible report the fact in writing to the Diogcof Immigration, and this
Act shall have effect as if the person ceasingdcekempted were a person
desirous of entering Nigeria for the first time ahd Director of Immigration



(4)

2.(1)

(2)

3)

3. (1)

(@)

4. (1)

may, if he thinks fit, refer the case to the Miarsbr may deal with the case
himself.

A person affected by subsection (3) of thistisecmay, in the discretion of
the Minister or such officer as the case may requoe issued with a permit to
remain in Nigeria and if a permit is refused, trerson affected shall be
deemed to be a prohibited immigrant, and may b# d&h accordingly.

It shall be the duty of every person entemndeaving Nigeria to report to an
immigration officer for examination, and to furnisiich information in his
possession as that officer may reasonably reqairéhé purposes of this Act;
and the immigration officer may refuse admissioary proper case.

Any person liable to be examined by an immigrabfficer shall if directed to
do so by such officer in the course of his exannomat

@) declare whether or not he is carrying or comgyny document of
any description specified by that officer, beindescription appearing
to that officer to be relevant for the purposethefexamination;

(b) produce to the officer any document of any sdebcription which he
is carrying or conveying, and the power to exanang such person
shall include power to search him and any baggafenging to him
or under his control with a view to ascertaininget¥ter he is carrying
or conveying any such documents; but nothing inseation (1) of
this section shall authorise the search of any woanairl except by a
woman.

An immigration officer may examine, and may aletfor such time as he
thinks proper for the purposes of examination @ateeding seven days), any
document produced pursuant to or found on a seargdér this section.

Where any ship or aircraft lands in Nigeriag ttaptain or commander as the
case may be, shall supply to the immigration officecharge, separate lists
showing disembarking passengers and transit passeagd the immigration
officer may, if he thinks fit, examine transit pasgers as if they were
immigrants.

Any immigrant or transit passenger named in gugh list whose international
certificates of health fails to comply with the vgg@ments of the Director of
Immigration or whose state of health the Immignmatamfficer has cause to
suspect, shall submit to such medical examinatroraocination as a medical
inspector may reasonably require.

Unless otherwise prescribed-

@) every passenger who enters or leaves Nigeriarty documents.
means at or from any recognised port, shall in@oper case produce
to an immigration officer, landing or embarkaticaras in such form
as the Minister may by order direct the ownersgemas of ships and



(@)

3)

5. (1)

(2)

3)

6. (1)

(2)

3)

aircraft to supply to passengers, and shall satisé/ immigration
officer that he is the holder of a valid travel dowent;

(b) every member of the crew of a ship or aircvéfib lands in or leaves
Nigeria shall produce such evidence or travel damumas an
immigration officer may require.

No person whether in possession of a travelush@nt or not, who is a
prohibited immigrant, shall enter Nigeria withohetconsent of the Minister.

For the purposes of this section, the expres4mavel document” in the case
of any member of the crew of a ship or aircraftludes any card or other
document in a form approved by or acceptable tdihector of Immigration.

Subject to the provisions of subsections (&) €) of this section, there shall
be appointed a fit person to be Director of Immtigra who shall, under the
general direction of the Minister, be charged wvilib administration of this

Act, and such number of other fit persons as deputgctors of Immigration

and other officers as may from time to time, beunesgl to assist the Director
of Immigration under this Act and to be subjecthts direction and control,

the Director of Immigration shall, where necessfmythe purposes of this
Act, co-ordinate the duties of his division withofe of the division of any
officer appointed for the control of aliens in Nige

There shall also be appointed a fit personedChief Federal Aliens Officer
who shall have such duties and powers as may berced upon him by this
or any other Act for the control of aliens in Niggrand such number of other
fit persons as officers to assist the Chief Fedétans Officer and to be
subject to his direction and control; the Chief &mdl Aliens Officer in the
performance of his duties under this Act shall veheecessary co-operate with
the Director of Immigration.

Any person who, immediately before the comintp ioperation of this Act is
the holder of any office designated in this sectisghall, on the

commencement of this Act, continue in office anddeemed for the purpose
only of this Act to have been appointed to hisagfunder this section.

The Minister, with the approval of the Minist&f Health, may appoint a duly
qualified medical practitioner as a medical inspedbr the purposes of this
Act, who shall act in accordance with such insiarg as may be given by the
Minister of Health from time to time.

The Minister may, arrange with the Minister e with responsibility for
customs and excise, for the employment of membdrdhe customs
preventive service as immigration officers; and whs employed, such
members shall have the powers of an immigratiorc@ffunder this Act.

Members of the Nigeria Police Force may be eygd as immigration
officers on such terms and conditions as the Custammigration and



7.(1)

(@)

3)

(4)

(5)

8. (1)

(2)

Prisons Services Board established under the Cgstémmigration and
Prisons Services Board Act may, from time to tiaqgyrove.

The power of an immigration officer to refusetry into Nigeria or to admit

into Nigeria subject to conditions, shall unles® thlinister in any case

otherwise directs, be exercised by notice in wgitiand subject to subsection
(2) of this section, any such notice shall be gibgnbeing delivered by the
immigration officer to the person to whom it relate

Where an immigrant who is to be admitted inigd¥ia subject to conditions,
is a member of a party in the charge of a pers@eang to the immigration
officer to be a responsible person, the notice utide section shall be duly
given if delivered to the person in charge of thety

A notice refusing a person admission into N@emay at any time be
cancelled by a subsequent notice in writing giveritn by an immigration
officer; and where a notice under this subsectiancelling such a notice is
given to any person at any time, the immigratidiicef may at the same time
give to that person a permit admitting him into &g, subject to conditions.

Any conditions specified in a notice under teection may at any time be
revoked or varied by the Minister or the Directdrlimmigration either by

notice in writing given to the immigrant to whono#e conditions apply or by
order applying to immigrants of any class to whamehs conditions for the

time being apply.

Any notice under this section and any conditspecified in such a notice,
shall, unless previously cancelled or revoked unidemprovisions of this Act,
cease to have effect if the person to whom thecaatias given again enters or
seeks to enter Nigeria.

No person other than a citizen of Nigeria shall

€)) accept employment (not being employment witlke tRederal
Government or a State Government) without the aunisewriting of
the Director of Immigration; or

(b) on his own account or in partnership with attyeo person, practice a
profession or establish or take over any tradeusingess whatsoever
or register or take over any company with limitedbility for any such
purpose, without the consent in writing of the Mter given on such
conditions as to the locality of operation and pessto be employed
by or on behalf of such person, as the Minister pragcribe.

Any person desirous of entering Nigeria for afiyhe purposes in subsection
(1) of this section, shall produce the consentntananigration officer; and the

failure to do so shall be an offence under this, Astd any person who

commits such an offence shall be liable on commictio deportation as a
prohibited immigrant.



3)

9. (1)

@)

3)

Where any person exempt from any provision lo$ tAct restricting his
employment ceases to be so exempt, he shall beede¢mbe a person
seeking entry into Nigeria for the first time; atig provisions of this section
shall have effect accordingly.

Applications for visa or entry permit shall beade to the appropriate
diplomatic Nigerian Mission established abroad #mel diplomatic head of
that Mission shall-

@ in the case of a person visiting Nigeria, ifisfeed that it is a proper
case, issue a visa or entry permit;

(b) in the case of-
(1) government officials of countries other tharghiiia,
(i) personnel of the United Nations Organisatiowl &s agencies,
(i)  personnel of the Organisation of African Undand its agencies,
(iv)  persons seeking entry under any technicakaiteme,
(v) specially organised economic and trade delegatiand

(vi)  persons specially invited by the Government tbe Federal
Republic of Nigeria, issue the appropriate entmyrpe

(c) in the case of a person seeking entry into hagir the purpose of
taking up employment under a contract of servicehwihe
Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria @& @overnment of
any State of the Federation (other than by wayeohtical aid), his
spouse and dependants, on the production by thabmpeof the
contract of service or such other evidence as neasalisfactory to the
diplomatic head of the Mission, issue the appraeréntry permit;

(d) in the case of a person seeking entry into hagir the purpose of
taking up employment in Nigeria, refer the appimatto the Ministry
of Internal Affairs.

Where no diplomatic Nigerian Mission is estabéd in the country
concerned, an application shall-

(@) if there is an agreement between Nigeria ard@bvernment of that
country for the performance by that Governmentasfstilar functions
on behalf of Nigeria, be made to that Governmemt; a

(b) if there is no such agreement, be made to digthmatic mission as
may be designated by the Minister for External A$fa

Nothing in this section shall apply to-



@ persons who, after a tour of duty with the Fader any State
Government, corporation or company owned or coletioby any
such government, are abroad on leave with the tioterof resuming
duty in Nigeria thereatter;

(b) spouses and children of persons within pardgréa) of this
subsection;

(c) persons otherwise employed in Nigeria and thgmwouses and
dependants who before departure on leave applgrfdrobtain a re-
entry permit from the Director of Immigration;

(d) transit passengers who remain in or in thenitigiof the port of entry
for a period of time not exceeding 48 hours.

10. (1) Any Commonwealth citizen or citizen of Eire ynaubject to the provisions of

(2)

3)

(4)

(5)

section 9 of this Act, enter Nigeria for the purpa¥ residence (not being a
tour of service with the Federal Government or &tgte Government in
Nigeria) on production of a residence permit with dther travel documents,
signed by or on behalf of the Director of Immigoatiand issued subject to
such conditions as may be endorsed thereon; athe iéntry is for any such
tour of service, such citizen shall on productidnaay evidence which an
immigration officer may reasonably require, be deérno be in possession of
a residence permit.

Any person not a citizen of Nigeria, desirouUseatering Nigeria for the
purpose of residence shall, unless exempted uhderAtt, give security in
such amount as the Minister may prescribe, and shpply such information
as the Director of Immigration may reasonably regjuand if the Director of
Immigration is satisfied, he may issue a residgrarenit accordingly.

The residence permit issued under subsectipf(2his section shall be in
such form as may be prescribed and may be issueshddgrsement on any
travel document or otherwise as the Director of Igration may direct.

The Director of Immigration may endorse on @&idence permit such
conditions not inconsistent with this Act as henkisi fit, and may replace any
valid permit issued or deemed to have been issyadrbBsidence permit, and
for such purpose the Director of Immigration mayaal time require the
holder to apply for a residence permit after emity Nigeria.

The failure by any person to comply with thgueements of this section or
of any conditions imposed shall be an offence utitisrAct, and such person
may, if the Minister thinks fit, be required to \eaNigeria; and any security
furnished under this section, may be forfeitedagrthe case may be, any bond
may be estreated at suit of the Director of Imntigra

11. (1) An immigration officer may by notice given atyatime to any person who -



(2)

3)

(4)

(@) has arrived at a recognised port in Nigeria assitor or as a transit
passenger on board a ship or aircraft; and

(b) is for the time being on board the ship orraificon which he arrived
at such port, prohibit him from landing from thatgsor aircraft as the
case may be, while it remains at such port unlesisoaised to do so
by an immigration officer.

If any person affected by subsection (1) of gection-

€)) lands from a ship or aircraft in contraventadra prohibition imposed
on him under subsection (1) of this section; or

(b) being a visitor refused admission or a trapsissenger remains in
Nigeria after the ship or aircraft has left thetpor

(© having been admitted as a visitor into Nigeyudoject to a condition
restricting the period for which he may remain #&eremains in
Nigeria in contravention of that condition, he shaubject to
subsection (3) of this section, where necessaryirémted for the
purposes of this Act as if he had been refused sslam into Nigeria.

An immigration officer may, by notice in wriingiven at any time to any
person who has landed or remained in Nigeria agioresd in subsection (2)
of this section, authorise him to remain in Nigegither without conditions or
subject to any conditions the Minister may impaseluding in particular,

conditions requiring him-

(@) to leave Nigeria in a specified ship or airgraf

(b) to leave Nigeria within a specified period incardance with the
conditions of his permit or as the case may be wittangements
made, and where such a notice is given to any petsoshall not be
treated as a person to whom admission to Nigersaabe®n refused
unless, in the case where he is subject to comdittequiring him to
leave Nigeria as aforesaid, he fails to comply srreasonably
suspected of intending to fail to comply with thasaditions.

Any permit under this section shall be in stmtm as the Minister may, from
time to time, prescribe, and any permit issuedamddions endorsed may at
any time be varied or revoked by the Director ofrigration, or such officer

may replace the permit in any proper case.

12. (1) The Minister, by order, may exempt from theuiegments of entry under this

(2)

Act any other person or class of persons, and théhconcurrence of the
Minister of Health may restrict the classes of saghere medical examination
of persons landing in Nigeria is required.

The Minister may likewise, by order, exempt gmgrson or class of persons
from the requirements of this Act as to departuwenfNigeria.



13.

14.

15.

16.

Any immigration officer or medical inspector mag, Nigeria, board any ship
or aircraft and at any frontier, may board a vehicdf any description
whatsoever.

For the purposes of this Act, the Minister may hylev prescribe any
aerodrome, airport or air line to be a recognisegod or air line, and may
likewise recognise any port for shipping or poimteotry by land or inland
waters as a port of entry.

Where any ship or aircraft lands by sea or air igeNa elsewhere than at a
recognised port, the master of the ship or aircshéll report to the nearest
immigration officer, and no person on board shedive the ship or aircraft
without the authority of an immigration officer.

Any person who enters Nigeria by inland waters werand, shall forthwith
proceed to the nearest recognised port and apparebthe immigration
officer, and that immigration officer after suchaexination as he may
consider necessary, shall, if the person appeatsinioto be a prohibited
immigrant detail that person; and the provisionshi$ Act as to deportation
shall have effect accordingly.

17. (1) Where a person arriving by ship or aircraftoisany reason refused entry into

Nigeria, an immigration officer may give directiens

€)) to the master of the ship or commander of ihaait in which the
immigrant arrived in Nigeria, requiring him to remsthe immigrant
from Nigeria in that ship or aircraft; or

(b) to the owners or agents of the said ship arait, requiring them to
remove the immigrant from Nigeria m any ship ocift specified in
the directions, being a ship or aircraft of whibley are the owners or
agents; or

(c) to the said owners or agents, requiring themmaie arrangements for
the removal of the immigrant from Nigeria in anyipstor aircraft
bound for a country or territory specified in theedtions, being-

(1) a country of which the person refused entrg tizen, or

(i) a country or territory in which he has obtain@ passport or other
document of identity, or

(i)  a country or territory in which he embarkeat Nigeria, or
(iv)  a country or territory to which there is reasm believe that the

immigrant will be admitted, and for securing hinpassage to that
country or territory.



(2)

3)

If it appears to the Minister, that in the cinestances it is not practicable for
directions to be given under subsection (1) of gestion in respect of an
immigrant, or that directions so given would beffieetive, the Minister or
any person acting under his authority, may givéheoowners or agents of any
ship or aircraft the like directions as may be giwender paragraph (c) of
subsection (1) of this section to the owners onggef the ship or aircraft in
which the immigrant arrived in Nigeria; and for theoidance of doubt in any
such case, the cost of complying with the diredishall be defrayed by the
owners or agents as the case may be, of the shipcoaft.

An immigrant in respect of whom directions green under this section may
be placed, under the authority of an immigratioficef, or board any ship or
aircraft in which he is to be removed in accordanth the directions.

Part I
Deportation

18. (1) Any person within any of the following classskall be deemed to be a

prohibited immigrant and liable to be refused adimis into Nigeria or to be
deported as the case may be, that is to say-

€)) any person who is without visible means of suppr is likely to
become a public charge;

(b) any idiot, insane person, or person sufferirgnf any other mental
disorder;

(c) any person convicted in any country of any erinwherever
committed, which is an extradition crime within tpheovisions of the
Extradition Act;

(d) any person whose admission would be in theiopiof the Minister
be contrary to the interest of national security;

(e) any person against whom an order of deportdtmm Nigeria is in
force;

() any person who-
0] has not in his possession a valid passport, or
(i) being a person under the age of sixteen ydms not in his
possession a valid passport or is unaccompanieanbgdult on
whose valid passport particulars of such persoreapp

(9) any prostitute;

(h) any person who is or has been-



(2)

3)

0] a brothel keeper,

(i) a householder permitting the defilement of augg girl on his
premises,

(i)  a person allowing a person under thirteenrgeaf age to be in a
brothel,

(iv)  a person causing or encouraging the sedudaioprostitution of
girl under thirteen years of age,

(v) a person trading in prostitution, or
(vi)  aprocurer.

The Minister may, at any time by notice addaio amend any class of
prohibited immigrants in subsection (1) of thistaet and if he deems it
conducive to the public good may prohibit the emtitp or stay in Nigeria of
any other persons or class of persons not in asg ciéizens of Nigeria.

In this section-

@) "brothel keeper" includes any person who appeacts or behaves
himself as the owner of, or the person having @re,cgovernment or
management of any premises, or room or set of rooms&ny
premises, kept for purposes of prostitution;

(b) "householder permitting the defilement of a wgugirl on his
premises” means any person who, being the ownecaupier of any
premises or having or acting or assisting in theagament or control
thereof, induces or knowingly suffers any girl untee age of thirteen
years to resort to or be in or upon such premiseghie purpose of
being unlawfully and carnally known by any man or finy lewd
purpose;

(© "person allowing a person under thirteen yesfrsage to be in a
brothel" means any person having the custody, ehargcare of a
child or young person who has attained the agewif years and is
under the age of thirteen years, who allows thatl @r young person
to reside in or frequent a brothel,

(d) "person causing or encouraging the seductioprostitution of a girl
under thirteen years of age" means any person fpahi@ custody,
charge or care of a girl under the age of thirtgesars who causes or
encourages the seduction, unlawful carnal knowledggrostitution
of or the commission of an indecent assault upahghl;

(e) "person trading in prostitution” means-

10



(1) a male person who knowingly lives wholly or part on the
earnings of prostitution or who, in any public mapersistently
solicits or importunes for immoral purposes; or

(i) a female who, for the purposes of gain; exasicontrol, direction
or influence over the movements of a prostitutsunh a manner
as to show that such female is aiding, abettingoonpelling her
prostitution with any person or generally;

() “procurer" means any person who-

0] procures or attempts to procure any female uhalenty-one years
of age, not being a common prostitute or of knowmmbral
character, to have unlawful carnal connection, egitivithin or
without Nigeria with any other person, or

(i) procures or attempts to procure any female to becosither
within or without Nigeria a common prostitute, or

(i) procures or attempts to procure desnale to leave her usual
place of abode (such place not being a brothekh) witent that
she may, for the purpose of prostitution, becomenamate of a
brothel, either within or without Nigeria, or

(iv) by threats or intimidation procures or attempo procure any
female to have any unlawful carnal connection eitvéhin or
without Nigeria, or

(v) by false pretences or false representationsyses any female, not
being a common prostitute or of known immoral cheeg to have
any unlawful carnal connection, either within ortlvaut Nigeria,
or

(vi)  applies or administers to or causes to bertdkeany female any
drug, matter, or thing, with intent to stupefy aregpower her so
as thereby to enable any person to have unlawfuhata
connection with that female;

(9) "prostitution” (with its grammatical variationsand cognate
expressions) includes the offering by a femaleeafliody commonly
for acts of lewdness for payment, although theneoisact, or offer of
an act, of ordinary sexual connection.

4) For the purposes of this section a person dfellleemed to possess a valid
passport if-

(a) being a citizen of any other Commonwealth coufibcluding Eire),
he produces with his passport for inspection unthés Act, a
residence permit issued by or on behalf of the dieof Immigration
and any entry permit issued under section 9 ofAbts or

11



(b) being a citizen of any other country not otheerexempted under this
Act, he produces for inspection with his passpitisa valid for entry
into Nigeria for any purpose designated in the ,vasad a residence
permit.

19. (1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3) of thisisactany person who being a

@)

3)

(4)

prohibited immigrant enters Nigeria except in ademice with this Act shall
be guilty of an offence under this Act, and if carted the court may make a
recommendation for deportation of the offender.

The Minister may, if satisfied that it is inethpublic interest, and whether or
not any person has been prosecuted for an offemgder uhis section, make a
deportation order against that person as a prekilmmigrant; and it shall be
no defence that such person was not notified tlsaehtry into Nigeria was
prohibited, or that the entry was permitted by eight or otherwise
howsoever; this subsection shall have effect nbsteinding any other
provision of this Act.

If the Minister is of opinion that any persanNigeria ought, at any time after
his entry to be classed as a prohibited immigraet,may make an order
accordingly and the provisions of any such ordeldmave effect as if the
person named in the order were a prohibited immigending in Nigeria for
the first time; any person affected by an order enaalder this subsection may
be deported.

The provisions of this section shall, if theriéiter thinks fit, extend and apply
to any person who having entered Nigeria at anye tim pursuance of a
visitor's permit or transit permit remains in Nigebeyond the time allowed
by such pass or breaks any other condition subgeathich such permit was
issued, whether or not he has been prosecutead foifence under this Act.

20. (1) Where a person convicted of an offence by aayrt is committed for

(@)

sentence to another court, any power to make ameendation for
deportation in respect of him shall be exercisdiyléhe court to which he is
committed and not by the court by which he is coted.

For the purposes of any enactment relatingpjeeals in criminal cases, a
recommendation for deportation shall be treatedaasorder made on
conviction; and the validity of such a recommenatatshall not be called in
guestion except on an appeal against the recomrendar against the
conviction upon which it is made.

21. (1) Where a recommendation by a court for deporat in force, the Minister

@)

may, if he thinks fit, make a deportation orderuieiag him to leave Nigeria
and prohibiting him from returning there so long!aes order is in force.

Subject to the provisions of this Act, an ordeder this section shall not be
made in pursuance of a recommendation for depontatnless either-

12



3)

(@) the time for bringing an appeal against themamendation, or against
the conviction upon which it was made, has expisgtiout such an
appeal having been brought; or

(b) such an appeal has been brought and abandantaially determined
otherwise than by the quashing of the recommendato the
conviction; or

(c) the recommendation was made on appeal andrti@fiappeal lies.

The Minister may, if he thinks fit, revoke apdetation order at any time,

whether before or after the person to whom it esldtas left or been removed
from Nigeria, but the revocation of a deportatioles shall not affect the

validity of anything previously done thereunder.

22. (1) The Minister or any person acting under hitharity may, notwithstanding

@)

3)

any other provision of this Act, give directions ttee master of any ship or
commander of any aircraft which is about to leavgeNa, requiring him to
afford to any person against whom a deportatiomroisl in force, and to any
dependants of his specified in the directions,ssage to any port so specified
(being a port in a country of which that persomaisitizen or a country or
territory to which the Minister has reason to badiehat he will be admitted,
and at which the ship or aircraft is to call ordan the course of the voyage)
and proper accommodation and maintenance duringassage.

A person in respect of whom directions are givader subsection (1) of this
section, may be placed, under the authority ofMin@ster, on board any ship
or aircraft in which he is to be removed in accoawith the directions.

The employer of any person against whom a dafpon order is in force shall
pay the expenses incidental to the voyage from riNigef the person to be
deported and his dependants (if any) and the mmeante until departure of
such person and his dependants; and in defauliabf payment the Minister
may in any proper case sue for and recover the ,sane his discretion may
apply in and towards any such expenses aforesaideys belonging to the
person to be deported, or cause the expenses tdefvayed by the
Government of the Federation.

23. (1) Where a recommendation for deportation is meddn respect of an offender

and the offender is neither detained in pursuaridheosentence or order of
any court nor for the time being released on baihby court having power so
to release him, he shall, unless the court by wiieh recommendation is
made otherwise directs, be detained until the N&nis

(@) makes a deportation order in respect of him; or

(b) notifies him that no such order is to be manute;

(© directs him to be released pending further ict@mation of his case.
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(2) Where a deportation order is in force in respdcan offender, the offender
may be detained under the authority of the Minisiatil he is removed from
Nigeria pursuant to this Act; and if he is releasesim detention pending
further consideration of his case or while liabte be detained is not so
detained, the Minister may by order impose on himhsrestrictions as to
place of residence and requirements as to repotbnghe police as the
Minister thinks fit.

24. (1) If any person in respect of whom a deportaticder is in force-

(@) having left Nigeria after notice of the makiafyjthe order has been
given to him on behalf of the Minister, subsequentturns to
Nigeria; or

(b) having been placed on board a ship or airerafter this Act, lands
from that ship or aircraft before it has left Niger

he shall be guilty of an offence; and any offenodar this subsection shall be
deemed to continue throughout any period duringclvitihe offender
is in Nigeria after its commission.

(2) If any person, upon whom any restriction oruiegment is imposed under this
Act, fails to comply with that restriction or regement, he shall be guilty of
an offence.

(3) Where a person in respect of whom a deportatrder is in force is convicted
of any offence under subsection (1) of this sectithe operation of the
deportation order shall be suspended but shalteede to have effect.

4) If any person knowingly harbours any person mthbe knows or has
reasonable grounds for believing to have commitéed offence under
subsection (1) of this section, he shall be gwftgn offence.

25. (1) The Minister may, from time to time, by notidegect that persons within any
category specified in the notice, entering Nigetiaerwise than by sea or air,
shall be liable to deportation as prohibited imraigs without the intervention
of any court; and any person in any such categoay fme arrested and
detained by an immigration officer and may, subjecsubsection (2) of this
section, be deported forthwith; if any person ipatéed under this subsection,
the immigration officer shall report the case asrsas possible to the Director
of Immigration.

(2) The power to arrest or to deport under thidigeanay be exercised by an
immigration officer not below the rank of Assistammigration Officer.

Part I 1
Control of crewsand Stowaways
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26. (1) An immigration officer may examine any persohowarrives at a port in

(2)

Nigeria as a member of the crew of a ship or direvhether or not he lands
or seeks to land in Nigeria; and the provisionsha$ Act shall apply to any
such person accordingly.

The Minister may, by order, make provision fequiring masters of ships and
commanders of aircraft arriving at ports in Nigeti@a furnish to the
immigration officer, particulars of the memberstioé crews of those ships or
aircraft, and for enabling the immigration officéo dispense with the
furnishing of such particulars.

27. (1) An immigration officer may, by notice givenany time to any person who-

(@)

3)

(@) has arrived at a port in Nigeria as a membehefcrew of a ship or
aircraft; and

(b) is for the time being on board the ship orraificon which he arrived
at the port,
prohibit him from landing from that ship or aircrafs the case may
be, while it remains at the port, unless authorisedlo so by an
immigration officer.

If any person affected by subsection (1) of gection-

@) lands from a ship or aircraft in contraventadra prohibition imposed
on him under subsection (1) of this section; or

(b) remains in Nigeria after his ship or aircradsHeft the port; or

(c) having been admitted into Nigeria subject tmadition restricting the
period for which he may remain there, remains irgeXia in
contravention of that conditions,

he shall, subject to the provision of subsection & treated for the
purposes of this Act as if he had been refused sgiam into Nigeria.

An immigration officer may, by notice in wrigngiven at any time to any
person who has landed or remained in Nigeria adioresd in subsection (2)
of this section authorise him to remain in Nigegither without conditions or
subject to any conditions the Minister may impaseluding in particular,

conditions requiring him-

@) to leave Nigeria in a specified ship or airgraf

(b) to leave Nigeria within a specified period in aaarce with
arrangements for his repatriation;

and where such a notice is given to any persoishh# not be treated
as a person to whom admission to Nigeria has befesed unless, in

15



28. (1)

(@)

the case where he is subject to conditions requihim to leave
Nigeria as aforesaid, he fails to comply or is ceably suspected of
intending to fail to comply with those conditions.

If any person arrives at a port in Nigeriaastowaway in a ship or
aircraft, he shall, subject to the provisions désection (2) of this section,
be treated for the purposes of this Act as if hesveeprohibited immigrant
and was refused admission into Nigeria accordingly.

Subsection (3) of section 27 of this Act shkegdply in relation to any such

person refused admission as it applies in relatoany who has landed or
remained in Nigeria as mentioned in subsectioro{2)e said section 27.

29. (1) Notwithstanding the provisions of any other Actwritten law, no member of
the crew of any ship or aircraft who is not a @tizof Nigeria, shall be
discharged in Nigeria without the approval of the&ebtor of Immigration
given on such terms as he may think fit.

(2)

For the avoidance of doubt, the provisions to$ tsection shall extend and

apply to the crew of any ship which operates sot@lymainly within the
territorial waters of Nigeria.

30. (1)

(2)

31 (1)

(@)

3)

Part IV
Miscellaneous and Supplemental

The Minister may, from time to gigive such directions as he thinks
fit for the determination of the nationality of argerson, or if a
deportation order is in force, for the disregardioy any change of
nationality; and where at any time before or aéetry into Nigeria the
nationality of any person is or may be questionmdafter entry into
Nigeria a person for any reason changes his nditignthe burden of
proof shall in any case, lie upon the person assgtie nationality or the
change of nationality, as the case may be.

Save in the case of any persorr iresident in Nigeria and claiming to
be a citizen of Nigeria, no direction given undbistsection shall be
guestioned in any court.

Any person required or authatise be detained under this Act may
be detained in such places as the Minister magire

Where a person is detained by virvfighis Act, any immigration
officer, police officer, prison officer, or any @hperson authorised by the
Minister, may do all things reasonably necessany ghotographing,
measuring or otherwise identifying him.

Any person detained by virtue ofstldict and any person who, being
detained in pursuance of the sentence or ordercotiet, would otherwise
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(4)

32. (1)

(@)

33. (1)

(2)

34. (1)

(@)

be liable to be so detained, may be taken in tiséody of a police officer
or an immigration officer to and from any place whdis attendance is
required for the purpose of ascertaining his nafion or of making
arrangements for his admission to any country moitdey.

Any person required or authorisgdtis Act to be detained may be
arrested without warrant by an immigration officuly authorised in
writing either generally or specially by the Direcbf Immigration, or by
any police officer; and any person who is detaibgdirtue of this Act, or
is being removed in pursuance of this section,| df&ldeemed to be in
legal custody.

Where the Minister is satisfied ttllhe Government of any other
country or a Minister thereof permits the entrycaizens of Nigeria into
that country without requiring a visa or other gnpermit, he may by
order abolish or suspend the requirement in Nigefia visa or other
entry permit by nationals of that other countryt luthout prejudice to
any other requirements of this Act.

Notice of the making of any orderan this section shall be given to
such persons outside Nigeria as the Director of igreion thinks fit as
soon as may be after the making thereof.

The Minister may, from time tiong, prescribe the conditions for
entry into Nigeria and the fees payable in respéetny travel document,
visa, or permit; and every Nigerian embassy shak @ffect thereto in
any proper case by the issue of a visa or othey eermit.

For the purposes of this sectiomBiassy” includes any Nigerian high
commission or consulate.

Where any person in Nigeria isid®us of employing a person who is
a national of any other country he shall, unlesengted under this
section, make application to the Director of Immaigsn in such manner
as may be prescribed and shall give such informatsoto the provision to
be made for repatriation of that national and legethdants as the Director
of Immigrations may reasonably require; and no spehson shall be
employed without the permission of the Directodramigration given on
such terms as he thinks fit; the provisions of #@stion shall extend and
apply to persons in employment immediately befasewell as to those
employed or to be employed at any time after, taraencement of this
Act.

The Director of Immigration shadicord the information in such form
as he thinks necessary; and where he is not salisfhe Director of
Immigration may require provision to be made fopatiation either
generally as to all persons so employed by a persdtigeria and their
dependants or with reference to any particulargrerty payment into the
Consolidated Revenue Fund by way of deposit of sartlount as the
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35.

36.

37.

3)

(4)

(5)

(1)

(@)

1)

(@)

(1)

Minister may prescribe for the repatriation, ord¥yond in such form as
the Director of Immigration may approve for suchipmse.

The Minister may, by notice, exerapy person from the requirements
of this section on such conditions as he thinksafitd subject thereto any
person to whom this section applies who is emplagedigeria, shall on
ceasing for any reason to be so employed, be deémled a prohibited
immigrant as from the date of his entry into Nigem@nd the person who
employed him shall be liable to pay all costs o ancidental to
deportation of the prohibited immigrant and of éiependants.

The failure to comply with the preons of this section shall be an
offence under this Act.

For the purposes of this sectiony @erson being a company or
association shall be deemed to be in Nigeria ifyoag out any work
therein.

The Director of Immigration may if lteeems it to be in the public
interest, at any time revoke a residence permdtber permit under this
Act or may issue a new permit of such conditionshaghinks fit; and
where any permit is revoked without replacemeng plerson affected
shall be deemed to be a person seeking to enteriblitpr the first time,
and the Minister in his discretion, may issue aadigtion order.

The Director of Immigration may elit the holder of a permit to
surrender it for replacement, or he may re-issuitih such additional
conditions or varied conditions, as the circumstanmay require; the
failure to comply with any direction of the Directof Immigration under
this subsection shall be an offence under this Act.

Subject to the provisions of sulbieec(2) of this section, the Minister
may if he thinks it to be in the public interesy brder prohibit the
departure of any person from Nigeria; and if trevét documents of any
person are not in proper order or there is, to khewledge of the
immigration officer, an unsatisfied order of a dowf competent
jurisdiction or warrant of arrest relating to tharson, an immigration
officer may refuse to allow such person to leavegeXn, or in his
discretion he may refer the case to the Directdnwhigration for further
consideration.

Nothing in this section shall appty or affect any person entitled
under any rule of law or enactment to immunity freuit or legal process,
not being immunity in respect of things done or tei to be done in the
course of his duty.

Subject to the provisions ofstifct, any person of or above the
apparent age of sixteen years who, on the comittgaperation of this
Act is in Nigeria but is not a citizen thereof, Blzgoply to an immigration
officer at such time and place as may be requirettuthis section for a
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(2)
(@)

(b)

3)

(4)

38. (1)

(2)

permit under this Act; any person in Nigeria asredaid and under the
apparent age of sixteen years shall apply to anignation officer for
such permit not later than three months after teerst that age, and notice
of the requirement of this section may be publisimesich manner as the
Director of Immigration thinks fit.

The provisions of this section $leatend and apply-

to persons who being nationals oferthan one country including
Nigeria, elect within the time prescribed by thenSlitution of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria, or any enactment todonals of some
country other than Nigeria;

to persons who having acquiredamiity as citizens of Nigeria
for any reason, lose that nationality,
and the person concerned shall within one montr #fie election or
loss of nationality, as the case may be, applyh® Director of
Immigration for a permit to remain in Nigeria; atite Director of
Immigration may grant or refuse the permit; an aphall lie to the
Minister from the grant or refusal of a permit unttés subsection.

The Minister may exempt any perswnclass of persons from the
requirements of this section; and subject therdhl® Director of
Immigration may from time to time in the Federalz&te and in some
newspaper printed and circulating in Nigeria, giwetice of the
requirements of this section.

A permit under this section shallib such form and be subject to such
conditions as the Minister may, from time to tinprescribe; and the
failure to apply when required by this section kbal an offence against
this Act, and any person affected shall be deerndibta person seeking
to enter Nigeria for the first time, and may belte@h accordingly.

Any person under the appareet @igsixteen years may be permitted
by an immigration officer to enter Nigeria withcafpermit and to remain
in Nigeria for so long as such person is with tasepts, and any person so
admitted shall not live elsewhere without the appt®f an immigration
officer; any such person entering without a pershidll leave Nigeria as
and when required by the Director of Immigrationgdaf not having been
required to leave he attains the age of sixteensyé® shall apply to an
immigration officer for the issue of a permit undection 37 of this Act
to remain in Nigeria. The immigration officer magsue a permit upon
such conditions as he thinks fit, or may refuseeanit. If a permit is
refused the person affected shall be dealt witlsuinoh manner as the
Minister may direct.

The provisions of this section sleaitend and apply to any person who
entered Nigeria at any time after the thirtieth ddyseptember, nineteen
hundred and sixty and before the commencementi©fiitt, so however
that if on the commencement of this Act he hadraththe age of not less
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3)

39. (1)

(@)

40. (1)

(2)

3)

4]1.

than sixteen years he shall be deemed for the pagpaf this section to be
of the age of sixteen years on the commencemehioAct.

The failure to comply with the réguments of this section shall be an
offence under this Act.

Any person who, without the appiroshthe Minister given on such
terms as he thinks fit, brings into Nigeria anyotdor insane person, not
being a citizen of Nigeria, shall be liable to pty the Minister all
expenses which may be incurred by the Ministerannection with the
maintenance and transport of such idiot or insaeesgm and his
deportation from Nigeria.

The amount of any expenses incusieall be recoverable by action
brought in the name of the Attorney-General offlederation.

Where a prohibited immigrant disemks from any ship or aircraft in
Nigeria, the master, the owner and the agent ofsaici ship or aircraft
shall be jointly and severally liable to pay to thinister all expenses
incurred by the Minister in connection with thensport and maintenance
of the prohibited immigrant and of his deportatfoom Nigeria.

The provision of subsection (1)thfs subsection shall extend and
apply to the owner or agent of the owner of anyislehwhatsoever by
means of which the prohibited immigrant enteredeXaby land.

The amount of any expenses incusieall be recoverable by action
brought in the name of the Attorney-General offlederation.

Any document purporting to be an oraertice or direction made or given

by the Minister for the purposes of this Act, ande signed by him or on his
behalf, shall be received in evidence, and shati| the contrary is proved, be
deemed to be made or issued by him; and prima fadaence of any such
order, notice or direction may, in any legal prategs, be given by the
production of a document bearing a certificate ptipg to be signed by or
on behalf of the Minister and stating that the doent is a true copy of the
order, notice or direction.

42.

There shall be defrayed out of moneywipled by the National Assembly

any expenses incurred for the purposes of this bycthe Minister or the
Minister of Health.

43. (1)

Where a person is charged witltoience upon conviction of which
the offender may be recommended under this or ahgroAct for
deportation, the case shall be dealt with in piyotd any case, civil or
criminal, other than a case part heard; and nostatiding the provisions
of any other Act or written law, the offender akthearing may be
remanded in custody for a period not exceedingnatoae time of twenty-
one days, and thereafter as occasion may reqhieepffender may be
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(@)

44,

45.

again so remanded from time to time; but in no sl the total period
on remand exceed two months.

If no order is made by the Ministeithin such period or extended
period as aforesaid the offender may be dealt astlthe court thinks fit;
and where a sentence of imprisonment is imposexduat shall be taken
of the period during which the offender was helduistody on remand.

Where a court of competent jurisdicticonvicts an offender under any
enactment for an offence punishable by imprisonmetitout the option of a
fine, the court may in addition to or in lieu ofnsence recommend the
deportation of the offender, and the Minister mageo his deportation
accordingly.

Notwithstanding any other provision bist or any other Act, where a
deportation order has been made, the Minister nragtdthe detention of the
person affected for such period as he thinks fitimf his opinion the
deportation is impracticable or prejudicial to #fficient prosecution of any
war in which Nigeria may be engaged, and the detentf the person
affected by the deportation order is necessarxpedient for securing public
safety, the defence of Nigeria, or the maintenarigrublic order.

46. (1) If any person-

(2)

3)

(@) while a refusal of admission idance in relation to him enters or
remains within Nigeria otherwise than in accordanegh the
directions or under the authority of an immigratafficer; or

(b) contravenes or fails to comply waity condition imposed on him
under this Act,

he shall be guilty of an offenceydaany offence under this
subsection, being an offence committed by entesingemaining in
Nigeria, shall be deemed to continue throughout pesod during
which the offender is in Nigeria thereafter.

If any person knowingly harbours gmerson whom he knows or has
reasonable grounds for believing to have commiteadoffence under
subsection (1) of this section, being an offencemdtted by entering or
remaining within Nigeria, he shall be guilty of afience.

If any person-

@) makes or causes to be made to amyigration officer or other
person lawfully acting in the execution of this Aany return,
statement or representation which he knows to kse far does not
believe to be true; or

(b) refuses or fails to produce or fsinto any such officer or person
any document or information which he is requiredproduce or
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47.

48.

49.

(€)

furnish to that officer or person under this Aat,otherwise obstructs
any such officer or person in the exercise of hiscfions thereunder;
or

without lawful authority, alters adgcument issued or made under
or for the purposes of this Act, or uses for thgppses of this Act, or
has in his possession for such use, any forgedtened passport or
other travel document,

he shall be guilty of an offence.

It shall be an offence under this Aat &my employer of persons liable to

repatriation to discharge any such persons withgiuing notice to the
Director of Immigration, or for any such employedrgon to change his
employment without the approval of the Directorlmimigration; and upon
conviction, the employer if not a citizen of Nigeand the employed person
as the case may be and any dependants shall ihister thinks fit be
deported, and the business of the employer maydumavup as prescribed by
this Act.

(1)

@)

3)

(4)

(1)

A person guilty of an offence undéis Act shall be liable on
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding N20®@ooimprisonment for
a term not exceeding six months or to both; andcthet may if it thinks
fit recommend the deportation of the offender.

For the purposes of the trial ofemgon for any offence under this Act,
the offence shall be deemed to have been comneitedr at the place at
which it actually was committed or at any placevhich the offender may
be.

Any police officer or immigratiorffwer may arrest without warrant
any person whom he has reasonable grounds to bdiey committed an
offence under subsection (1) of section 24 or sutimse (1) of section 46
of this Act.

Any powers exercisable under thit # the case of any person may
be exercised notwithstanding that proceedings fooffence under this
Act have been taken against him.

Where it appears to the Minisexpedient that any business
previously conducted or managed by any person \alsdbken deported or
under section 45 of this Act is detained shouladvband up, he may cause
application to be made to the High Court of a Stateof the Federal
Capital Territory, Abuja as the case may be, far #ppointment of a
receiver or receiver and manager in respect of business, and the High
Court shall have power to appoint a receiver oeiker and manager for
such time and subject to such conditions and witth smodifications,
restrictions or extensions of the ordinary powerd duties of a receiver
or receiver and manager as that court may think fit
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(2) The High Court shall also have poteedirect how and by whom the
costs of any proceeding under this section, anddimineration, charges
and expenses of the receiver or receiver and maisagd be borne, and
may order that the costs and expenses be chargéustathe property of
the person whose business is being wound up in eudgr of priority in
relation to any existing charges thereto as itkhit.

50. Nothing in this Act shall be construedprohibit an immigration officer

from refusing entry into Nigeria of any person otitizen of Nigeria if it
appears to the immigration officer-

€)) that the person concerned is aipitgldl immigrant; or

(b) that, where a visa is required hspeerson has no current visa; or

(c) that where a residence or othemyiteis required as a condition of
entry it has not been obtained; or

(d) on the advice of a medical inspedtes undesirable for medical

reasons to admit such person.
51. (1) The Minister, may make all suggulations as in his opinion are
necessary or expedient for giving full effect te provisions of this Act
and for the due administration thereof.

(2) Without limiting the generality the provisions of subsection (1) of
this section, regulations may be made for all oy ah the following
purposes-

(@) for the control of aliens residenNigeria,

(b) for the establishment of a uniformeunigration service and the
terms and conditions of employment therein;

(c) for the imposition of penalties the breach of any regulations not
exceeding a fine of N100 or imprisonment for sixntis or of both.

52. (1) In this Act, unless the contettierwise requires-

"alien" means any persoh a@€ommonwealth citizen or a citizen of
Eire;

"aliens officer" means gogrson appointed for the control of aliens
and includes an immigration officer;

"crew" in relation to a ghor aircraft, means all persons actually
employed in the working or service of the ship wcraft including the
master of the ship and commander of the aircratt, a

"member of the crew" shmdlconstrued accordingly;
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"enter" with its grammaticeariations and cognate expressions
includes land;

"immigrant” means any persther than a citizen of Nigeria or person
accorded immunity by reason of diplomatic statu® whters or seeks to
enter Nigeria;

“immigration officer" meamsy officer appointed for the control of
immigration under this Act;

"land” means (subject tdsection (2) of this section) land from a
ship or aircraft, and "embark" shall be construecbadingly;

"leave" with grammaticalriedions and cognate expressions includes
embark;

"Minister" means the Mimst charged with responsibility for
immigration;

"passport” means with refere to the person producing it, a travel
document furnished with a photograph of such peesmhissued to him
by or on behalf of the country of which he is ajeabor a citizen and for
a period which, according to the laws of that cogrttas not expired, and
includes any other similar document approved byMirester establishing
the nationality and identity of the person to whamrefers to the
satisfaction of an immigration officer;

"permit” includes pass;

"prescribed” means presdiliby this Act or by regulations or any
order under this Act;

"prohibited immigrant” incles any person liable to be refused entry
or to be deported under this Act;

"recognised port" or "paf entry" means in respect of persons
landing from or embarking in an aircraft, any remiggd airport where
there are facilities for customs, health and imatign inspection, and in
respect of persons landing from or embarking inhgp ©r otherwise
arriving in or departing from Nigeria, means angqa where there are the
like facilities;

"travel documents" for gnitmto Nigeria includes in any proper case a
visa and employment papers, and internationalfwerties of health valid
for such entry, and where a citizen of Nigeria epakting, includes any
visa, employment papers and international certéigaf health valid for
entry into or travel through any other countrytlas case may require;

"visa" means an impressendorsement by any means on a travel
document, purporting to be signed and dated byffawep appointed for
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that purpose by or on behalf of the Government afeNa, and
authorising entry into or transit across Nigeriajsat to compliance with
any special requirements prescribed by the immaraauthorities at a
port of entry, and valid for specified time and tbe number of journeys
stated therein.

(2) References in this Act to persarsling in Nigeria from or arriving at
ports in Nigeria as members of the crews of shipsiccraft, do not
include references to persons landing from a shigiroraft which began
its voyage at a place in and has not during thegeycalled at any place
outside Nigeria, or arriving as members of the crawsuch a ship or
aircraft.

(3) Where by this Act, any power totinge proceedings or to recover
moneys is vested in the Attorney-General of theeFatbn, that power
may, with the consent given either generally orcgdly by such
Attorney-General, be exercised in his name by antlyaised immigration
officer.

4) For the avoidance of doubt-

@) a person seeking entry shall batée as in Nigeria after he has
complied with all formalities prescribed for inspea by
immigration, health and customs authorities, andetivr the
compliance is subject to conditions or otherwise;

(b) any permit issued under any remkdet and valid immediately
before the commencement of this Act, shall on tbmrmencement
thereof be deemed to have been issued under thisfagkcthe
unexpired balance of the term of the permit and meydealt with
accordingly.

53. This Act may be cited as the Immigrathat.
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