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Heavy fine

Blogger ordered to pay huge damages to minister in
defamation case
23 January 2012

A Malaysian court has rejected an appeal by the blogger Amizudin Ahmat and ordered him to
pay 300,000 ringgit (100,000 US dollars) in damages to the minister of information,
communications and culture, Rais Yatim, for allegedly defaming him in a blog article.

The Putrajaya appeal court ruled on 19 January that, in view of the minister’s “high social
standing”, the damages were not excessive and it upheld the sum awarded by the High Court.
Legal costs, originally amounting to 100,000 ringgit (33,000 dollars), were reduced by half.

The blogger, better known by the pen name Din Binjai, posted a blog entry on 28 December
2010 in which he accused Rais of raping his Indonesian housemaid. It was a republication of
an article taken from the website of the newspaper Harakah Daily, which the blogger
recognized could have been wrong.

Reporters Without Borders regrets that the Malaysian courts have imposed such a severe
financial penalty on Amizudin Ahmat when he has publicly apologised for not having checked
his sources and has shown goodwill by removing the offending article.

The press freedom organization fears that this trial may set a dangerous precedent for
journalists and bloggers who expose political scandals.

It is also concerned by the proceedings launched against another blogger, Ahmad Sofian
Yahya, who uses the pen name Sekupangdua. On 3 January, the member of parliament Nga
Kor Ming launched a defamation case against him in the High Court, claiming 10,000 ringgit
(3,000 dollars) in damages.

In an article published on 16 December, the netizen alleged that the politician abused his
position in 2008 to favour a company run by his wife in the award of a tailoring contract by the
state of Perak, of which he was a representative.

Blogger appeals against exorbitant damages award 
1st August 2011

The blogger Amizudin Ahmat filed an appeal today against a 19 July court decision ordering
him to pay 300,000 ringgit (100,000 US dollars) in damages to the minister of information,
communications and culture, Rais Yatim, for allegedly defaming the minister in a blog entry.

Reporters Without Borders urges the civil court hearing the appeal to be lenient and to
overturn the 19 July ruling, issued by a Kuala Lumpur high court.

Opposition blogger ordered to pay exorbitant damages to minister 
July 20, 2011



A Kuala Lumpur court today ordered political blogger Amizudin Ahmat to pay 300,000 ringgit
(100,000 US dollars) in damages and 100,000 ringgit (33,000 US dollars) in costs in a
defamation suit brought by the minister of information, communications and culture, Rais Yatim,
over a blog entry suggesting that he raped his Indonesian maid.

The court issued its verdict on 4 July but did not set damages and costs until yesterday. The
size of the total amount, 400,000 ringgit (133,000 US dollars), is exorbitant and constitutes an
extraordinarily severe punishment for Amizudin, who blogs under the pen-name of Din Binjai.

“Amizudin clearly did not take all the necessary care, but he was not the author of the
contested article, which he copied from a website,” Reporters Without Borders said. “He
subsequently apologized for not checking his sources and removed it from his blog. This
evidence of good faith should have elicited a lenient response from the court and the minister,
who instead persisted with his judicial persecution. We can only condemn this excessive
damages award.”

Amizudin, 42, posted the offending article on his blog on 28 December 2010. Headlined “Mister
Minister, where are you trying to flee to?” it accused Rais of raping the Indonesian maid who
worked for him from 1999 to 2007.

The blogger said he copied it from the Harakah Daily website without checking the source and
accepted that it could be wrong. The article quoted an August 2007 report by the Indonesian
NGO Migrant Care about the mistreatment of Indonesian emigrant workers.

After Rais filed his lawsuit, Amizudin travelled to Jakarta from 18 to 20 May in an attempt to
meet the minister’s former maid. Although he could not locate her, he spoke to Migrant Care
researcher Indah Utamin, who did not want to be a witness at the trial for fear of the
Malaysian authorities, Amizudin said.

The fact that Rais persisted with his lawsuit even after Amizudin had apologized and removed
the article raises questions about his motives. A member of the opposition Parti Keadilan
Rakyat (PKR), Amizudin publicly accused a fellow party member of corruption last February.
That person then left the party and joined Rais’ party, the ruling United Malays National
Organization (UMNO).

Malaysia is on the list of “countries under surveillance” in the “Enemies of the Internet” report
that Reporters Without Borders released on 12 March.


