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Chapter 1: Human rights violations under the land 
reform programme and Operation Murambatsvina 
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1
 Although the government claimed that the demolished structures were “illegal”, Human Rights Watch 

found that many legal housing and business structures were also destroyed during the evictions 
campaign. See Human Rights Watch, “Clear the Filth: Mass Evictions and Demolitions in Zimbabwe”, A 
Human Rights Watch Background Briefing, 11 September 2005. 
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2
 UN Special Envoy on Human Settlement Issues in Zimbabwe, Mrs Anna Kajumulo Tibaijuka, Report of 

the Fact-Finding Mission to Zimbabwe to Assess the Scope and Impact of Operation Murambatsvina, 22 
July 2005 [online], http://www.unhabitat.org/documents/ZimbabweReport.pdf (accessed 22 November 
2005). 
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Violence during the land reform programme 
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Assaults against white farmer owners  
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Assaults against farm workers 

)�����	��� ������	�#���� 	�� �	��������� ����������� ���
���� 	�� ��	������ �
�����
����� 	��
��
�	��� 
�������
�� ����� 	�������8	!���� 	�� ������	�#���������#�������
�	��������� �����������
������������� �	��������
������������A@3�9�����
��� 
	�
��
�����
���
����
���	��	��
�	���
��	�
�������������	
������	��
���������������
�	������������
	�
�#����
�	��������
�
��������
��
	���	����	���
�������"���������	���
��������
�����������
�������������
�	������������"�
		"�����������	������	�����!����
����������
�
����
���	��
��
�	��"���
�	

���	���������������#�	��
�����	�������

,�� H
���.777"� 
���A�
�	���� ���	����
� �	
����� �	�� 
��� �����
�

���� ���
�
��� :��

�����
�
���	���	���	�������
"�����	���������
��	��;����	�
���
��
"���������
�
�	��

��������	��
��
�	��"��
�����
�%"777�������	�#�������������������������	��
�����
�	���"� .'�#�����"� *"'77� ����
�
��"� ���� **� ������� ������?	��
�� :&+�.� ���� ���
;�
����� �
��	�
���� 	�� 
��� )8�I� ������� ��� ����� :&%�'� ���� ���
;� ���� �	� �	��
�����

                                               
3
 See Sam Moyo and Prosper Matondi, Conflict Dimensions of Zimbabwe's Land Reform Process, May 

2001, p.15. 
4
 Human Rights Watch interviews, July 2001. 
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 Dato Param Cumaraswamy, the former UN Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and 
lawyers said: “The provision of adequate protection to judges and lawyers when their safety is 
threatened is a basic prerequisite for safeguarding the rule of law. This is simply fundamental, in order to 
guarantee the right to a fair trial by an independent and impartial tribunal and the protection of human 
rights. The apparent failure to do so in this case represents a serious threat to the independent judicial 
system in Zimbabwe.” (United Nations Press release, 2 September 2002). 
42

 For a detailed report, see IBA, Report of Zimbabwe Mission 2001, 2001, p 53ff. 
43

The Zimbabwe Independent, 9 March 2001. 
44

 IBA, Report of Zimbabwe Mission 2001, 2001, p 56.
45

Daily News, 28 August 2001, The Standard, 9 September 2001, The Daily News, 17 August 2002 and 
The Herald, 21 February 2002.
46

 See press statement: http://archive.ibanet.org/news/NewsItem.asp?newsID=65  
47

 Roy Martin, Judging By International Standards at 
http://www.newzimbabwe.com/pages/judges3.11790.html
48

Justice in Zimbabwe, Legal Resources Foundation Report, September 2002, at 
http://www.lrf.co.zw/Documents/zimjust.doc#_Toc22091489
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 See press statements http://archive.ibanet.org/news/NewsItem.asp?newsID=55  
50

 See press statement: http://www.ibanet.org/iba/article.cfm?article=91 
51

 ZLHR submissions to Parliamentary Portfolio Committee on Justice, Legal and Parliamentary Affairs, 
at http://www.zlhr.org.zw/media/releases/aug_04_05.htm  
52

 Communication 129/94, Nigeria v. Civil Liberties Organization and Communications 147/95 and 
149/96, Sir Dawda K. Jawara v.Gambia para 74 where the Commission held that: “By ousting the 
competence of the ordinary courts to handle human rights cases, and ignoring court judgments, the 
Gambian military government demonstrated clearly that the courts were not independent. This is a 
violation of Article 26 of the Charter.” Reported in the 13

th
 Annual Report of the Commission 99/2000. 

53
Chavunduka and Anor v. Commissioner of Police and Anor, 2000 (1) ZLR 418 (S). 

54
The Zimbabwe Independent, 9 January 2004 at http://www.newzimbabwe.com/pages/judic.1288.html.  

55
 IBA, Report of Zimbabwe Mission 2001, 2001, pp 40-45. 
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 “Mugabe warns of chaos”, BBC News, at http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/690846.stm  
57

 Testimony of the company’s Legal Practitioner. 
58

Justice in Zimbabwe, Legal Resources Foundation Report, September 2002, at 
http://www.lrf.co.zw/Documents/zimjust.doc#_Toc22091489. 
59

 He noted that the Media and Information Commission (MIC) was improperly constituted and could not 
issue a certificate of registration to ANZ and that the MIC should be properly constituted and issue ANZ 
with a certificate of registration. 
60

 He said the order should remain in force and effect notwithstanding the filing of any notice of appeal 
against it by the MIC. 
61

Zimbabwe Independent, Blessing Zulu, “Mugabe undermining Judiciary”, 9 January 2004. 
62

See: UN Special Envoy on Human Settlement Issues in Zimbabwe, Mrs Anna Kajumulo Tibaijuka, 
Report of the Fact-Finding Mission to Zimbabwe to Assess the Scope and Impact of Operation 
Murambatsvina, 22 July 2005, para. 6.3, p. 59,  
 http://www.un.org/News/dh/infocus/zimbabwe/zimbabwe_rpt.pdf. 
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Respecting and implementing Charter rights: Article 1 
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Equality before the law and equal protection of the law:  
Article 3 
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 See African Commission, Communication No. 74/92 (1995), and No. 231/99 (2000). 
64

 Some estimates place the number of teachers who have fled Zimbabwe (mainly for political reasons) 
at no less than 10,000. See: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/from_our_own_correspondent/4045805.stm  
65

 See Human Rights Watch, No Bright Future, June 2006 
http://hrw.org/reports/2006/zimbabwe0706/9.htm 
66

 ESR Review, Volume 6, no. 3, September 2005, available at 
http://www.communitylawcentre.org.za/ser/esr2005/2005sept_press.php  
67

Avocats Sans Frontières (on behalf of Bwampamye) v. Burundi, African Commission on Human and 
Peoples' Rights, Communication No. 231/99 (2000). 



Zimbabwe: human rights in crisis.  23 

AI Index: AFR 46/016/2007  Amnesty International  May 2007 

�
����� ���	�
�� ����� ���	� �	�
���
��� ���
����� �	��
�
� ��� 
��� �	�����'/���� 
���
�	������	���������������
����������
����
����������
��
�	��	��?
�
���"� �
������
���
	�
��� �����
���� �	���	������ 
��� �
��� 	�� ���� ���� ��	��
��� �� �
����� 	�� ��	����	���
��
����
�������
�����

>��	���
���H
���.777�������������
�	�"�
����	�����	������	
��	�����	���

�������
������ ���� 
	� ��	������ �����
��
��� ������
� 	��	��
�	�� )8�� �
��	�
���� ����
�	��������� ��������'5����� ,>�������	�� ��� .77*� 
	� ��������� �	
��� 
��
� 
�����
���� �� �
�	��� ������
�	�� ��	���
� 
��� �	�
��
�	�� 
��
� ��	���

�	��� ����� 
�#����
������ ������ 	�� �	��
����� ������������ ��	���+7��� �
��	��� �		#� �
� ��	���

�	��� �	��
�	��
����� ��	������ ���� 
����� 
��� �
�����(����� ����4��
��
����
� ������
��� 
��
� ���
	��������������?	��
��	�� 
�	�����	�������������	���

���������������	��
���
	��	��
�	�� +* ��
����� �
�
����
�� ��� 
��� �	����� �	������	���� ���� 	
���� ������
�	������
�������
����	����	���

�����	��
�����	��	���
����

,�� ����
�	�"� 
����� ���� �
���	
�� ���	�
�� 	�� 
��� �	����� ���
���� ���������� ����
��������� ��� ��
�� 	�� 
	�

���� ���� A�
�	���� �	��
�


�	���� ��������� :A��;�
���������	�"� 8�� 1	���	��� )���
#
"� ���� ���	�
��� 
	� ����� ����� ���������
����
�
��������	
��	������
����������	��
��
�	�� �������������9���
����.77&�+.�,��
������.77&"��
��������
����
����
���������������!��������

���������
�
������
���
�	����� ��� ��� ���� ��	

� 
	� �������� �� 4

���
�� 9	�
��� (��� 	�� 
��� �������� ��	�
���
� 
	� ��������
����"� ���	��
�� �	������� >��
�����"�������������� ���� ��������
��
���������
����	����������������	�����#������
	�
����	������
�
�	��������������
�+%��

4������� �������� ����� ����� 
����
����"� �

��#��� 	�� 	��
�
�
��� ��� �	����� �����
���������������
�� ��� �
�
	����)�������	�� 
��� ��������	�����	�� �
�?��
��� 
	��
���
��
���� ����
��-� (

	� 4�#�"� ��	� ���� ������� ������� 
	� ���� �����
� ���� ��
���
��
������� ���� 
	�

��I� ���	��
�� >��
������ ���� H��	�� )��
��"� ��	� �����
�
�?��
���
	���
�������
����
�����
����
�����
	����
���
�����������	��
����������
�I�
>��
�����)
�
��"���	��������
����	����� �	�������
�������
��������� ���?��#��"��

�

������	���
����

��#�������	�����������	����������������>	��	�������	������
�
�	�I
+&
�

H
�
���� >���#��"� ��	� ���� �����
��� ����
������� ���� ������	���� ���������I� ����
B
�
��
�
� )	�	"� ��	� ���� ���
��� ��� �� �	����� �
�
�	�� ������ ���� ���� �	��� 
	�

��������
����	�����
����	�������������
������
+2
��

)�������	�� 
����	������	�����!�
�	��6	����	����������������� :6(��;������
�����
���������������
���������
�������,��H
���.77&"�&%�6(����������������
�����
��� �
����� �� ������
�����
����� (�� 
��� �	���"� ������ ���� ������ ������� 	��
���������� ���� ��������� ����� ��
������ ��	��� ��
�� 
��� �	����� 4������� 	�� 
���
�	���� ���	�
��� ��
��"� �	
�� ������� ���� ���������� 4	����	��������� ����������
���
��� ��
�� �� �?���	#� :����;� 	�� 
��� �	���� 	�� 
����� ���
�+'�9	
�� 	�� 
��� �	����
��
�������������������
�����
����
�����(���������4��
��
����
"��

�
�����������
�������
���
��	���	

����
����	
�
"�����
����	���

�����	��
�	�������	
���
	������
������	���

������
����	�����

(��,�
����
�	����6	�����
��������
��8���������8������A	�������.77'�6(���
�������� ������
���� ��������� ��� �������
�	�� 	�� 
��� ����
� ����� �����
��� ���

                                               
68

 See for example, IBA press statement: http://archive.ibanet.org/news/NewsItem.asp?newsID=142
69

Justice in Zimbabwe, Legal Resources Foundation Report, September 2002, at 
http://www.lrf.co.zw/Documents/zimjust.doc#_Toc22091489. 
70

 IBA, Report of Zimbabwe Mission 2001, 2001, p 93. 
71

 Public reports have documented that ZANU-PF has engaged in widespread acts of violence, see for 
example Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum, Monthly Political Violence Reports at 
http://www.hrforumzim.com.  
72

 IRINnews.org, 5 February 2004. 
73

 Students Solidarity Trust Statement, 23 April 2004, www.kubatana.net. 
74

 See: http://archive.ibanet.org/news/NewsItem.asp?newsID=127. 
75

 See press statement: http://www.icj.org/news.php3?id_article=2782&lang=en. 
76

 See http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGACT770372005?open&of=ENG-ZWE. 
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Liberty and security: Article 6  
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 Executive Summary of the Report of the African Commission Fact-finding Mission to Zimbabwe, 24
th

to 28
th
 June 2002.  
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 See UN Human Rights Committee General Comment No. 29, para 11. 
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 See http://www.defendingwomen-defendingrights.org/zimbabwe_further_harassment.php and 

http://www.ibanet.org/iba/article.cfm?article=101. 
80

 See http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGAFR460172006?open&of=ENG-394 or 
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGAFR460192006?open&of=ENG-ZWE. 
81

 See http://www.ibanet.org/iba/article.cfm?article=95. 
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The right to a fair trial: Article 7  
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 See Human Rights Committee General Comment No. 29, para 16.  
83

 Communication 129/94, Nigeria v. Civil Liberties Organization and Communications 147/95 and 
149/96, Sir Dawda K. Jawara v.Gambia para 74 where the Commission held that: “By ousting the 
competence of the ordinary courts to handle human rights cases, and ignoring court judgments, the 
Gambian military government demonstrated clearly that the courts were not independent. This is a 
violation of Article 26 of the Charter.” Reported in the 13

th
 Annual Report of the Commission 99/2000. 
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Centre For Free Speech v. Nigeria, African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights, Comm. No. 
206/97 (1999). 
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Chapter 3: Torture and ill-treatment 
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 For a detailed survey of the problem of torture in Zimbabwe see REDRESS (June 2006), Torture in 
Zimbabwe, Past and Present: Prevention, Punishment, Reparation?
http://www.redress.org/publications/Amani2005.pdf. 
86

 See Politically Motivated Violence in Zimbabwe 2000-2001, Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum, 
Harare, August 2001, pp.37-41; Amani (2002), Neither Free nor Fair: High Court decisions on the 
petitions on the June 2000 General Election, Harare, Amani Trust. 
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 See for example the monthly Political Violence Reports published by the Zimbabwe Human Rights 
NGO Forum since July 2001.
88

 See African Commission, Executive Summary of the fact-Finding Mission to Zimbabwe 24
th
 to 28

th

June 2002. 
89

 See REDRESS (March 2005) Zimbabwe: The Face of Torture and Organised Political Violence, page 
7, referring to data collected by the Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum, 
http://www.redress.org/publications/ZimbabweReportMar2005.PDF.
90

 See for example, ZWNEWS, 6 February 2004: http://www.zwnews.com/issuefull.cfm?ArticleID=8581.
91

 See Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum, An Analysis of the Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum 
Legal Cases, 1998–2006, June 2006, Harare. 
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Some individual torture cases 

Chavunduka and Choto (1999) 

,�� H��
���� *555� ��� ����������
������������������ ���	�
��� 
��
� ����� 	��������
������������������������
�����
����� �	
����	
�5.������ �	���0
�����	�� 
��� ���	�
�
:������ 
��� �
�
������������� ����;"� 
�	� �	��������#� ?	
������
�"�)��#�����
��
#��
���� ����	��� ��	
	"� ����� 
�����
���� ��
������ ��� 
��� ����
���� ���� ���������

	�

�����8����
��
����
���	�
�������	
�
�	�������	��
������������"�
��������������
�	���	���
���������#��
�����������
����
������������
�����
�����
�������		����
����#�������
�?��
���
	�����
������	�#�������
����������	��
	�

��"���	���	
����
�	���� 	�� ��	��� ���3
���
���
�� ���� ����� ���� 
	� 
���������
��� �
����� ��	
��
�"�
����
�������	��
���?
���������������������������	������

���
	���������
�)
�����
��������
�	������
	����
	���
����
���	��������

��	
��
������
������������
���
��������
��������	�����������
�������������������
�	
�
� ��������� ��������
� )
������� ����	���� ���� 
	� 
����
��� 
��� ?
����� ���� 
	�
?
�
���� 
��� 
���
���
� 	�� 
��� ?	
������
�"������� 
������������ 	�� ���������
������
�
	��������
�����	
��0
�����
���	��"�
���3����������
	���������
����	���
����
����
��AB(����
���

	����3B�����������������������������
������
��
�����	
���
�����
� 
��� �	������	���� 	�� �	����� 
	� �����
���
�� 5% ���� ��
��� �������� 	�� 
����
���
������� ���

����"���
��� 
��� ?	
������
�����������������
�	��
	�
���4
������
�	
�
"�?
�����	�������
����	�����
	������
���
��
���
	�

���5&��	�����"�
����	�����
����� �	� ����	
�� ���	�
� 
	� �	� �	�� )��#� �������
#�� ����� ��� .77.�� ,�� 9���
����
.772��
��������	�
���
��
�
����	�������
��������������	�����	
	�����
�����
��
)��#�����
��
#������
�
�����	�������
	
���	���M.&������	��:��	

�@4M%777;�������
��������52��

Blanchard, Dixon and Pettijohn (1999) 

,�� )����� *555"� 
����� @4� ��
�	����� G� B���� >��������"� H	��� 8�$	�� ���� H	�����
��

�?	��� G� ����� �����
��� �
� ������� ,�
����
�	���� ����	�
� 	�� 
����� ���� 
	�
4��
!������"� ���� �
���0
��
��� �������� ��
�� 
��� �������� �	������	�� 	�� ����������
>��	���
�����
���������	
��
����
����
��������
�	�����
���4
�������	
�
��
�
����

��
�
����������������������
	�

������
���
����������
"�����
��
�
����	���
�	������
������ 
���� ����� ������ ����� ��� �� ��$��
�� ���
��
�� ����	�� �������� 
�����
�	��
�


�����
��"����
����	������������
���
���
�5'��

�
�
���������
��������4��
������*555��
���������
��
����
����������
���
����������
�
���
������������,����
���
�	��8����
���
"��	�����	��������
	�

����
���"�����
�����
��� ������
��������
������	�#��
	� 
���������
�����������
����
��� �	����	�� 
����� ���
��
>	
���
�
�����������
���	�
	������������������	����
��
���
�����
�
������������

                                               
92

 See Legal Forum (Harare), Vol 11, No 1, (March 1999). 
93

Legal Forum (Harare), Vol 11, No 1, (March 1999), page 15. 
94

Chavanduka & Anor v Commissioner of Police & Anor 2000 (1) ZLR 418 (S). 
95

Zimbabwe Online (SA) 21 February 2005. 
96

Blanchard and Others v Minister of Justice 1999 (2) ZLR 24 (S); 1999 (4) SA 1108 (ZS). 
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S v Blanchard and Others 1999 (2) ZLR 168 (H). 
98

The other arrested war veterans who had originally been arrested with Cain Nkala were tried and 
acquitted of Patrick Nabanyama’s murder, on the basis that they had indeed kidnapped him but then 
handed him over to Nkala. Nkala was dead, Nabanyama’s body had never been found, and there was 
no evidence to link them to Nabanyama’s death. They were never subsequently charged with 
kidnapping, despite their admissions. 
99

The State v Sonny Nicholas Masera and Five Others, HH 50-2004, 2 March 2004.
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 See Testimony to United States Congress House Committee on International Relations 10 March 
2004; Amnesty International Report 26 June 2003; Lawyers Committee for Human Rights Alert 17 

January 2003; Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum, Political Violence Report, January 2003. 
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Zimbabwe Financial Gazette 7 and 14 October 2004; Zimbabwe Independent, 19 November 2004; 
Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum, Political Violence Report, September 2004. The newspaper that 
broke the story said the youths were targeted as a result of internal party struggles surrounding a 
notorious war veteran leader, Jabulani Sibanda. 
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 News24.com 3 May 2005, http://www.news24.com/News24/South_Africa/News/0,,2-7-
1442_1698840,00.html.
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 One recent example is S v Reza and Another HH - 2- 04 (Chinhengo and Makakarau JJ) where the
appellants were two policemen convicted of assault with intent to cause grievous bodily harm, after 
assaulting a suspect with a sjambok (a hard leather whip) on the soles of his feet. The appeal judges 
held that the appellants’ act fell within the realm of torture as defined in international law. 
104

 Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum: An Analysis of the Zimbabwe Human Rights Forum NGO 
Legal Cases, 1998-2006, June 2006. 
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 See Malawi AA v Mauritania 13
th
 Annual Activity Report (1999-2000); John D Ouka v Kenya 14

th

Annual Activity Report (2000-2001); Krishna Achuan (on behalf of Alice Banda) v Malawi 8
th
 Annual 

Activity Report (1994-1995). 
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Chapter 4: Violations of the rights to freedom of 
association and assembly  
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Special Representative of the Secretary General on Human Rights Defenders, Report to the 59th 
Session of the UN Commission on Human Rights, February 2003, E/CN.4/2003/104/Add.1, para. 513.
107

Section 25 of the POSA refers to the crime of failing to comply with a police order to disperse during 
a demonstration. 
108

 Section 26 of the POSA refers to the crime of “knowingly” opposing or failing to take heed of a police 
order not to hold a public meeting. 
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 Amnesty International interviews with the victims, February 2007. 
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Case study: Women of Zimbabwe Arise  
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Arrested for demonstrating against increases in school fees (2006) 
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Arrested for praying in public (2005) 
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Arrested on International Women’s’ Day (2005) 
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Arrested for handing out flowers on Valentine’s Day (2005) 
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Arrested for participating in a sponsored walk (2004) 
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Chapter 5: Violations of the right to freedom of 
expression 
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 See 
http://www.achpr.org/english/_doc_target/documentation.html?../declarations/declaration_freedom_exp_

en.html. 
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BBC News, Zimbabwe’s Controversial Legislation, 16 July 2002 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/1748979.stm. 
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Law and Order Maintenance Act 1960, section 50(2)(a). 
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Discussion of freedom of expression challenges in the state 
party report

The AIPPA 
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Amnesty International Report 2006, “Zimbabwe”, AI Index: POL 10/001/2006, 
http://web.amnesty.org/report2006/zwe-summary-eng. 
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