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Country Advice 

Zimbabwe  
Zimbabwe – ZWE37867 – – MDC Rally – 

Chitungwiza – Travel to South Africa – 

Magistrates Court Warrant – Departure – 

MDC Sponsorship of Students – 2008 

Elections  
5 January 2011 

1. Please provide information on a large MDC rally in Chitungwiza in January or June 

2008, in which 50 ZANU-PF men came and reportedly forced people into a truck.  

Chitungwiza is reported to be a dormitory town, 20 miles south of Harare.
1
 Information 

was not located on a large MDC rally being held in Chitungwiza in January 2008 or June 

2008.  

There were reports of violence and intimidation carried out by ZANU-PF supporters in 

Chitungwiza in June 2008. The son of Chitungwiza MDC councillor Philimon Chipiyo 

and two of his friends, along with a passer-by, were killed by a group of alleged ZANU-

PF supporters who attacked Chipiyo‟s home on 18 June 2008.
2
 A day later, the homes of 

three opposition councillors in Chitungwiza were set alight by petrol bombs, forcing the 

councillors to flee with their families. On 20 June 2008, it was reported that there had 

been numerous petrol bombings, assaults and abductions during the previous week in 

Chitungwiza. Zanu PF mobs had reportedly dragged mostly young people out of their 

homes and forced them to join them, marching and sloganeering through the night.
3
  

Human Rights Watch reported that prior to the presidential runoff vote on 27 June 2008, 

ZANU-PF supporters rounded up and beat many people in Epworth and Chitungwiza on 

the outskirts of Harare. After the beatings, people were informed by ZANU-PF supporters 

that they would vote for Mugabe if they valued their lives. Also, early on 28 June 2008, 

ZANU-PF supporters reportedly went door to door in Chitungwiza and Westlea and 

forced people to show if they had indelible ink on their fingers which showed they had 

voted. Those without ink on their fingers were taken to ZANU-PF bases and beaten. 

People were also targeted because their names were not on a ZANU-PF list showing who 

had voted in particular polling stations.
4
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There were also reports of MDC rallies being organised in Harare in January and June 

2008. In January 2008, police were reported to have assaulted and tear-gassed opposition 

supporters who were travelling to a rally organised by the MDC outside Harare city 

centre.
5
 On 22 June 2008, ZANU-PF supporters were reported to have blocked an MDC 

rally in Harare.
6
 Police officers reportedly beat MDC supporters who turned up for the 

rally and the MDC was forced to cancel the rally. The police did not arrest ZANU-PF 

supporters who beat and injured MDC supporters.
7
           

2. Please comment on the ease with which a person with an MDC profile and who had 

been charged with an offence for MDC involvement would be able to obtain visas to 

travel freely between Zimbabwe and South Africa.  

The constitution and the law in Zimbabwe provide for freedom of movement within the 

country, emigration, foreign travel and repatriation, although the government is reported 

to restrict those rights in practice.
8
 The government in Zimbabwe is reported to have 

“seized the passports of its domestic opponents,” and in 2008, the passports of several 

MDC officials, including Morgan Tsvangirai, were confiscated by the authorities.
9
  

During 2008, Zimbabwe‟s Registrar General Tobaiwa Mudede denied the renewal of 

some persons‟ passports and the authorities reportedly seized passports and prevented 

citizens from leaving the country. Morgan Tsvangirai applied for a new passport in May 

2008, but was given three short-term emergency travel documents between June and 

November. It was reported in the press that thousands of other passports were issued 

during that period. Although he was prime minister-designate, Tsvangirai was not issued 

with a passport until December 2008 despite repeated requests to travel on the document 

for SADC-sponsored power-sharing negotiations. In August 2008, Tsvangirai‟s 

emergency travel document and the passports of other MDC officials were seized by 

Harare airport security officials when the MDC officials were attempting to leave 

Zimbabwe for a SADC summit in South Africa. They were allowed to travel after police 

returned the documents several hours later.
10

 In June 2008, the Secretary General of the 

MDC, Tendai Biti, was arrested and charged with treason upon his return from South 

Africa. He was released on bail after two weeks in jail.
11

 In February 2009, a magistrate 

removed Biti‟s case from the court‟s schedule, but not the charges against him. The 

magistrate also ruled that Biti had been improperly arrested upon his return from South 
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Africa in June 2008. Biti began serving as the finance minister of the inclusive 

government in February 2009.
12

    

In relation to obtaining a Zimbabwean passport, DFAT advised in October 2008 that 

criminal checks are carried out as part of obtaining a passport in Zimbabwe.
13

 Passports 

were reported to be expensive and the application process was lengthy. The national unity 

government reduced passport fees in April 2009, but fees still remained high.
14

     

In relation to obtaining a visa to travel to South Africa, until February 2008, “a 

Zimbabwean intending to travel to South Africa had to produce invitation letters or 

evidence of the host‟s address in South Africa, as well as a security deposit in respect of 

persons with a history of „overstaying‟ in South Africa or whose integrity was 

questionable.” Subsequently, to obtain a South African visa, “Zimbabweans needed to 

submit a valid passport, and proof of funds in the form of traveller‟s cheques, credit cards 

or foreign bank statements that showed a balance of at least R2 000.”
15

 In April 2009, the 

South African government put a moratorium on deportations of Zimbabweans and 

introduced a 90-day visa on demand for Zimbabwean passport holders. It was also on the 

verge of issuing a special permit that would have allowed Zimbabweans to work and 

reside in South Africa for between six months and three years, but this did not go ahead. 

In September 2010, it was announced that South Africa would resume the deportation of 

undocumented Zimbabweans on 1 January 2011. In the year leading up to the April 2009 

moratorium, South Africa deported around 200,000 Zimbabweans.
16

  

In December 2009, it was reported that the political and economic situation in Zimbabwe 

in recent years had caused large numbers of Zimbabweans to leave for South Africa. The 

number of Zimbabweans in South Africa is contested, but Human Rights Watch estimates 

that there were probably between one and 1.5 million Zimbabweans in South Africa at the 

start of 2008, most of whom did not have visas or documentation.
17

 A June 2008 Human 

Rights Watch report indicates that many Zimbabweans had left for South Africa because 

of economic destitution with the collapse of Zimbabwe‟s economy, and others following 

the Zimbabwean governments campaign of forced evictions in 2005. Others had fled 

political repression over the previous eight years, such as the crackdown on political 

opponents of President Mugabe following the March 2008 Zimbabwean elections.
18

 

Traditional Zimbabwean migration patterns to South Africa had tended to be formal, 

through work contracts and visas, and circular, with Zimbabweans undertaking repeated 

border crossings and returns to Zimbabwe.
19

 A report from 2007 on Zimbabweans in 
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South Africa indicates that because of the porous nature of the border, illegal and 

undocumented Zimbabweans had travelled back to Zimbabwe without needing passports 

by simply crossing the border.
20

  

An RRT research response dated 28 March 2007 includes information on the procedures 

for departing Zimbabwe at that time, whether an active member of the MDC known to the 

Central Intelligence Organisation (CIO) would have been able to legally leave Zimbabwe, 

and whether residents of Zimbabwe required visas to enter South Africa.
21

 

3. Please comment on whether a person who was the subject of a warrant would 

experience problems departing Zimbabwe.  

There was little information found on this question. As previously mentioned, DFAT 

advice from October 2008 indicates that criminal checks are carried out as part of 

obtaining a passport in Zimbabwe.
22

  

A report from January 2006 refers to a judge ordering that a warrant of arrest issued 

against Benjamin Paradza, a suspended Zimbabwe High Court judge who failed to appear 

in court for sentencing following his conviction for attempting to defeat the course of 

justice, be faxed to immigration offices at all Zimbabwean border posts and all airports 

serving Zimbabwe.
23

  

There have been reports of the passports of MDC officials charged with offences being 

held as part of bail conditions. In May 2008, Ian Kay, the MDC MP for Marondera 

Central Constituency, had to surrender his passport as part of his bail conditions after 

being charged with inciting violence.
24

 In February 2009, MDC-T treasurer, Roy Bennett, 

was taken by police from Prince Charles Airport in Harare to Mutare, where he was 

subsequently charged with insurgency, attempting to violate the Immigration Act and 

allegedly possessing weaponry with the intention of using it in connection with acts of 

insurgency.
25

 In July 2009, it was reported that Bennett was unable to travel to South 

Africa for urgent meetings because the state was holding his passport as part of his bail 

conditions.
26

 Bennett was reported to have regained his passport two weeks after he was 

acquitted on terrorism charges in May 2010.
27

  

A recent UK Home Office operational guidance note on Zimbabwe quotes from a 2008 

UK Asylum and Immigration Tribunal determination in the case of RN (Returnees) 
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Zimbabwe  CG [2008] UKAIT 00083, which refers to the CIO remaining responsible for 

the monitoring of returns to Harare airport.
28

 An earlier DFAT advice from October 2007 

indicates that CIO officers had been working undercover as Immigration Officers at 

Harare International Airport for some time.
29

  

The RRT research response dated 28 March 2007 includes information on whether the 

CIO had taken over immigration control at Harare airport, and whether an active member 

of the MDC known to the CIO would have been able to legally leave Zimbabwe.
30

  

4. Please comment on any information relating to MDC sponsorship of students to 

study abroad, including payment of their tuition fees.  

Little information was located on the MDC sponsoring students to study abroad. It was 

reported in January 2010 that Juma Ulete, one of a group of more than 12 Zimbabwean 

students studying at Fort Hare University in South Africa whose government scholarships 

were withdrawn by ZANU PF officials, was being assisted by the MDC Victims 

Association to continue his studies overseas. Ulete had been the chairman of the MDC 

branch at Fort Hare. Christopher Mushowe, the ZANU PF governor of Manicaland and 

the director of the Presidential Scholarship Fund, which was established to help 

disadvantaged students, advised the university in 2009 that the government had withdrawn 

the scholarships. The students were accused of engaging in political activity on campus 

and denigrating Mugabe. The other affected students said they feared for their lives and 

would not go back to Zimbabwe.
31

  

The students reportedly had their presidential scholarships withdrawn for allegedly 

supporting the MDC-T. The scholarship programme was reported to have benefited 

thousands of Zimbabweans, mainly the children and relatives of senior Zanu PF 

officials.
32

  In 2009, the programme was funding around 750 students at the university.
33

  

The MDC was also reported to have been provided “with trainers and bursaries for 

courses in subjects such as international relations” by European embassies.
34

  

5. Please provide information in relation to the 2008 elections, including the timing and 

outcomes. Please also provide information on the 2008 MDC candidates in the areas 

near Westgate, Harare, and Borrowdale, Harare.  

In January 2008, President Robert Mugabe announced that elections would be held in 

Zimbabwe in March 2008. The announcement came while there was ongoing mediation 
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between the government and the MDC aimed at producing a mutually agreed election date 

and procedures to rewrite the constitution. MDC-T leader Morgan Tsvangirai protested 

that the mediation was still under way and there was not enough time to campaign.  

According to the US Department of State report on human rights practices in Zimbabwe 

for 2009, the pre-election period for the March 2008 elections was not free and fair, with 

the environment being characterised by some violence and the media heavily favouring 

Robert Mugabe. Irregularities in the voters‟ roll were reported. 

On 29 March 2008, harmonised elections for the presidency, House of Assembly, Senate, 

and local government were held in Zimbabwe. The elections were reportedly largely 

peaceful and resulted in two factions of the MDC, being the MDC-T led by Morgan 

Tsvangirai and MDC-M aligned with Arthur Mutambara, gaining a parliamentary 

majority. The MDC held a majority in a number of local government councils and in the 

House of Assembly. In August 2008, the MDC-T‟s Lovemore Moyo was elected as 

Speaker of the House in a secret ballot. 

The US Department of State report indicates that the results in the election for the 

presidency “were not released for more than a month, calling into question the credibility 

and independence of the ZEC [Zimbabwe Electoral Commission].” ZEC figures showed 

the MDC-T‟s Tsvangirai receiving 47.9 per cent of the vote, Mugabe obtaining 43.2 per 

cent, and independent candidate Simba Makoni receiving 8.3 per cent. The MDC-T 

initially challenged the results, claiming that Tsvangirai had obtained the majority of votes 

required to win the presidency. Under the ZEC figures, no candidate secured the 50 per 

cent-plus-one of votes needed to win outright, and a run-off election was organised for 

June 2008. 

In the period leading up to the run-off election, the ZANU-PF government and its 

supporters carried out widespread violence and intimidation which left more than 150 

people dead, thousands more injured, and tens of thousands displaced. In the wake of the 

violence, Tsvangirai announced in June 2008 that he would not contest the run-off 

election. The government still held the election, and the ZEC announced in June 2008 that 

Mugabe had won more than 85 per cent of the vote. Mugabe was inaugurated as president 

on the same day. 

There were subsequently negotiations between the ZANU-PF and the two MDC factions 

regarding a power-sharing government. The three parties signed the Global Political 

Agreement in September 2008, under which Mugabe retained the presidency and 

Tsvangirai became prime minister-elect. Tsvangirai was sworn in as prime minister on 11 

February 2009, and on 13 February 2009, new cabinet ministers and deputy ministers 

from the ZANU-PF, MDC-T and MDC-M were sworn in.
35

 The ZANU-PF was reported 

to have kept control of all of the senior ministries, including justice, defence, and 

security.
36

  

The previously mentioned Congressional Research Service Report for Congress on 

Zimbabwe dated 8 July 2010 includes further information on the March 2008 elections, 

the June 2008 run-off election, the Global Political Agreement and the new coalition 
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government.
37

 An MRT research response dated 13 February 2009 provides information 

on the signing of the Global Political Agreement and the formation of a transitional 

coalition government,
38

 and an RRT research response dated 1 July 2008 includes 

information on the run-off presidential election in Zimbabwe in June 2008.
39

   

In relation to the 2008 MDC candidates in the areas near Westgate, Harare, and 

Borrowdale, Harare, a profile of the constituencies of Harare refers to the suburb of 

Borrowdale being in the constituency of Harare North. The profile also refers to 

Borrowdale Brook being in that constituency. Borrowdale West is reported to be in the 

constituency of Mount Pleasant in Harare.
40

 The Hon. Theresa Makone is reported to be 

the MP for Harare North. According to the MDC website: 

Hon. Theresa Makone is the MP for Harare North and was born on 6 October 1952. She is 

married to Ian Makone, the MDC secretary for Elections and they have two daughters, Taneta 

and Nyarai.  Hon. Makone is the Minister of Public Works in the inclusive government. Hon. 

Makone joined political activism in 1973 which culminated in her expulsion at the then 

University of Rhodesia. 

She then went into exile in the United Kingdom up to 1978 where she obtained B. Sc Degree 

in Food Science and Biochemistry from the Nottingham University in 1976. She joined the 

MDC in January 2000 and rose through the ranks from being a ward member to a district 

member in Hwedza until she was elected the Mashonaland East chairperson in 2005.  She 

represented the party in the parliamentary election of 2005 in Hwedza constituency. 

Hon. Makone is now the MDC national Women‟s Assembly Chairperson.  She runs several 

businesses in Harare and is involved in assisting the less privileged members of society.
41

  

The MDC website also provides information on the Hon. Jameson Zvidzai Timba, who is 

referred to as the MP for Mt Pleasant in Harare. According to the website: 

Hon. Jameson Zvidzai Timba is the MP for Mt Pleasant in Harare.  He is married and was 

born on 18 September 1964 in Marondera in Mashonaland East province. He holds a B sc 

(Hons) in Politics and Administration from the University of Zimbabwe and a Master of 

Business Administration (MBA). 

Hon. Timba is the Deputy Minister of Media, Information and Publicity in the inclusive 

government. Hon. Timba joined the MDC at its inception in 1999.  He holds several positions 

in the party including being a committee member of National Executive‟s Administration, 

Finance, Legal and Information and Publicity committees. 

He was elected the MP for Mt. Pleasant in March 2008.
42
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Specific information was not found on the constituency in which Westgate in Harare is 

located. A map on the Google maps website provides the location of the Westgate Post 

Office in Westgate, which is near the suburb of Bluff Hill in Harare.
43

 Bluff Hill is in the 

constituency of Harare West.
44

 The MDC website provides the following information on 

the Hon. Fungayi Jessie Majome, the MP for Harare West: 

Hon. Fungayi Jessie Majome is the MP for Harare West.  She was born in Harare on 20 

December 1971 and is a mother of two boys. She is the Deputy Minister of Justice and Legal 

Affairs in the inclusive government. 

She is a lawyer by profession who runs a law practice and has qualifications in Master of 

Laws [LLM] from UNISA specialising in human rights, constitutional, development, and 

administrative law; Masters' In Women Law [MSWL], post graduate diploma in Women‟s 

Law, Bachelor of Laws (Hons) and a LLBS from the University of Zimbabwe. Her political 

experience includes being the youngest female commissioner in the National Constitutional 

Commission in 2000. 

In 2002 to 2005 she was the national spokesperson of the National Constitutional Assembly 

(NCA). Hon. Majome has also been a councillor for Ward 1 in Hwange Town in Matebeleland 

North and was the chairperson of the Hwange Local Board in 2003.She is a member of the 

MDC National Executive Committee (NEC) and is the deputy secretary for Legal and 

Parliamentary Affairs. In 2006 to 2007 she was a consultant to UNIFEM in Sudan on gender 

justice in post-conflict reconstruction. 

She has experience in human rights law after having worked for various organisations such as 

ZimRights, Legal Resources Foundation and the Zimbabwe Women Lawyers Association. 

Hon. Majome‟s vision is to have a Harare West constituency and Zimbabwe in which all are 

free to enjoy their right to the highest quality of life possible in terms of daily necessities and 

social amenities.
45

  

The results for the House of Assembly elections
46

  and Senate elections
47

 in Zimbabwe in 

2008 are attached.  
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