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51/ 106. Situation of human rights in Iraq

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Quided by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration
of Human Ri ghts! and the Internati onal Covenants on Human Rights, 2

Reaffirm ng that all Menber States have an obligation to pronote and
protect human rights and fundanental freedons and the duty to fulfil the
obligations they have undertaken under the various international instruments
inthis field,

M ndful that Iraqg is a party to the International Covenants on Human
Ri ghts and other international human rights instrunents, and to the Geneva
Conventions of 12 August 1949,°3

Recalling its resolution 50/191 of 22 Decenber 1995, in which it
expressed its strong condemation of the nassive violations of human rights of
the gravest nature in Iraq, and taking note of Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts
resol ution 1996/ 72 of 23 April 1996, ¢

! Resolution 217 A (111).
2 Resol ution 2200 A (XXI), annex.

3 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, Nos. 970-973.

4 See Oficial Records of the Econonic and Social Council, 1996, Suppl enent

No. 3 (E/1996/23), chap. Il, sect. A
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Bearing in mnd Security Council resolution 688 (1991) of 5 April 1991
in which the Council denmanded an end to the repression of the Iraqi civilian
popul ati on and insisted that Iraq cooperate with humanitarian organizations
and ensure that the human and political rights of all Iraqgi citizens were
respect ed,

Recal ling Security Council resolution 687 (1991) of 3 April 1991

Recal ling al so Security Council resolution 986 (1995) of 14 April 1995,
by which the Council authorized States to permt inports of Iraqgi oil up to
t he amount of one billion United States dollars every ninety days, on a
renewabl e basis, to be used, inter alia, to purchase essential food and
medi cal supplies for humanitarian purposes,

Deploring the refusal of the Government of lragq to cooperate with the
United Nations human rights mechanisns, in particular by not receiving a
return visit of the Special Rapporteur of the Conmmi ssion on Human Rights on
the situation of human rights in Iraq and not allow ng the stationing of human
rights nonitors throughout Iraqgq pursuant to the relevant resolutions of the
Ceneral Assenbly and the Commi ssion on Human R ghts,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the interimreport on the
situation of human rights in Iraq submtted by the Special Rapporteur of the
Conmi ssi on on Human Rights on the situation of human rights in Irag® and the
observations, conclusions and recomrendati ons contai ned therein, and noting
his dismay that there has been no inprovenent in the situation of human rights
in the country;

2. Expresses its strong condemmati on of the massive and extrenely
grave viol ations of human rights for which the Government of lraq is
responsi ble, resulting in an all-pervasive order of repression and oppression
whi ch i s sustained by broad-based discrimnation and w despread terror;

3. Expresses its condemation with regard to the violations of human
rights and international humanitarian law, in particular of:

(a) Sunmmary and arbitrary executions, including political killings;

(b) The wi despread routine practice of systematic torture in its nost
cruel forrnms;

(c) The enactnent and inpl ementati on of decrees prescribing cruel and
unusual puni shrment, nanely mutilation, as a penalty for certain of fences and
t he abuse and diversion of nedical-care services for the purpose of such
nmutil ati ons;

(d) Enforced or involuntary di sappearances, routinely practised
arbitrary arrests and detention and consistent and routine failure to respect
due process and the rule of |aw,

(e) Suppressi on of freedom of thought, information, expression
associ ati on and assenbly through fear of arrest, inprisonnent and ot her

5 See A/51/496 and Add. 1
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sanctions, including the death penalty, as well as harsh Iimtations to
freedom of novenent;

4. V| cones the nenorandum of understanding reached in May 1996

between Irag and the Secretary-CGeneral to inplenent Security Counci

resol ution 986 (1995) and to respond to the serious humanitarian situation in
I raq perpetuated by the non-conpliance of the Governnment of lraq with various
Security Council resol utions;

5. Urges the Government of lrag to cooperate with the United Nations
with a viewto ensuring the inplementation of Security Council resolution
986 (1995), in accordance with the agreenment reached in May 1996 that
medi ci nes, health supplies, foodstuffs and other humanitarian supplies
purchased with the proceeds of the sale of Iraqgi petrol eum and petrol eum
products be distributed to the Iraqi popul ation equitably and on a non-
di scrimnatory basis;

6. Again expresses its special alarmat the policies of the
Government of Iraq, which discrimnate between regi ons and prevent the
equi t abl e enj oynent of basic foodstuffs and nedical supplies, and calls upon
Iraqg, which has sole responsibility in this regard, to take steps to cooperate
with international humanitarian agencies in the provision of relief to those
i n need throughout Iragq;

7. Calls once again upon Irag, as a State party to the Internationa
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights? and to the Internationa
Covenant on CGvil and Political Rights,? to abide by its freely undertaken
obligations under the Covenants, under other international instrunents on
human rights and under international humanitarian |aw and, particularly, to
respect and ensure the rights of all individuals, irrespective of their
origin, within its territory and subject to its jurisdiction

8. Demands that the Governnent of Iraq restore the independence of
the judiciary and abrogate all laws granting inpunity to specified forces or
persons killing or injuring individuals for any purpose beyond the

adm ni stration of justice under the rule of |aw as prescribed by internationa
st andar ds;

9. Al so demands that the CGovernnment of Iraq abrogate any and al
decrees that prescribe cruel and inhuman puni shment or treatnment and take
every step necessary to ensure that the practice of torture and cruel and
unusual puni shments and treatnent no | onger occur

10. Urges the Government of lrag to abrogate all | aws and procedures,
i ncl udi ng Revol uti on Conmmand Council decree No. 840 of 4 Novenber 1986, that
penal i ze the free expression of conpeting views and ideas and to ensure that
the genuine will of the people shall be the basis of authority in the State;

11. Al so urges the Governnent of Iraq to inprove its cooperation
within the framework of the Tripartite Conmm ssion and its technica
subcommttee with a view to establishing the whereabouts or resolving the fate
of the remaining several hundred m ssing persons and prisoners of war,
Kuwaitis and third-country nationals victins of the illegal Iraqi occupation
of Kuwait;
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12. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to provide the Special Rapporteur
with all necessary assistance in carrying out his nandate and to approve the
al l ocation of sufficient human and material resources for the sending of human
rights nonitors to such locations as would facilitate inproved information
flow and assessnment and help in the independent verification of reports on the
situation of human rights in Iraq;

13. Decides, in the light of additional elenents provided by the
Conmmi ssi on on Human Rights and the Econom c and Social Council, to continue
its consideration of the situation of human rights in lraq during its fifty-
second session under the itementitled "Human rights questions”.

82nd plenary neeting

12 Decenber 1996



