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Introduction

This report is based on information compiled byawegian and Swedish delegation during
a stay in northern Irag from 31 August to 10 Seen2003. The delegation visited the cities
of Erbil, Mosul, Suleimaniya, Halabja, Biara andvEdlah and interviewed a number of
sources in the Kurdistan Regional Government (KR@hical parties, UN organizations,
NGOSs and journalists (a detailed list can be foundhattiack of the report). The delegation
held 33 meetings in Kurdistan. Some of the delegatiembers held four meetings in
Damascus on arrival and three meetings in Ammaan kfaving Iraq. The Norwegian section
of the delegation consisted of Dag Petterson, lbéadction and Elin Nordtug, adviser, from
the Norwegian Directorate of Immigration and Sidaéborg, adviser with the Immigration
Appeals Board. The Swedish participants were Magtyaen from the Swedish Migration
Board and Johan Stigenberg from the Aliens AppBatad.

The purpose of the trip was to collect informatadrout the situation in the Kurdish areas of
Irag (Kurdistan) after the war leading to the t#llSaddam Hussein's regime. The aim was to
collect updated information that can provide thsi®&or processing asylum applications
from Kurds and other ethnic groups with origingorthern Iraq in view of the new situation
in the country. In addition to information on trecarity situation in the area, particular
interest was placed on information about the hutaaan situation and conditions for
vulnerable groups, such as women and childrenat, ywmoreover, important to clarify the
opportunities for a return to northern Iraq, baththose who would like to return voluntarily
and in connection with forced return.

The report is organized according to topic aread,ia those cases where a number of sources
provided the same information, a summary of thermftion provided on each topic area

will be given. The report is a reference and desiom and only includes information that is
relevant for the immigration administration's pregiag of cases involving Iragi Kurds. The
names of the various Kurdish regional authoritieker parties and organizations are rendered
in English. As they themselves go by their namesnglish, it must be assumed that using

the English names will obviate any misunderstarslggyto who the delegation has
interviewed.

The members of the Swedish delegation will be ngitheir own report.

The security situation

There is no disagreement on the fact that the gésecurity situation for the inhabitants in
the Kurdish autonomous areas was good and stabletpthe war. Conditions in these areas
improved substantially after 1997 when the militaopflict between the Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP) and the Patriotic Union afrlistan (PUK) ceased. The positive
development was further strengthened after theeageat between the parties in Washington
in 1998. The Kurdish regional authorities have singoperated and been able to provide
protection for their inhabitants. Due process of &nd respect for human rights have been
placed on the agenda, and both local and intemeltmbservers have agreed that there has
been a significant improvement in the human-rigiitigation in this area in recent years.

! Non-Governmental Organizations



On arrival in northern Iraq the delegation was irdrately informed by the Minister of
Domestic Affairs in the Kurdistan Regional Govermn@RG) that information had just
been received that plans had been uncovered fonach northern Iraq as well, allegedly
with the aim of destabilizing this region of Irag|\&ell. In the days that followed, the
delegation was able to see that the Kurdish autésimplemented a number of security
measures, particularly in those areas where foneagionals lived or worked, such as the
hotels where the delegation stayed. The day béferdelegation left Irag (9 September), a
bomb detonated in a residential area near ErbirevAenericans lived. An Iragi national was
killed and 47 were injured, among them six persmmected to the American Department of
Defence. No one has so far claimed responsibiitytie bomb. However, this appears to be
the only action of this kind aimed at targets ia Kurdish-controlled area of Iraq since the
war.

The attack on the UN's building in Baghdad on 1gusi 2003 has, as we know, led the UN
to withdraw such a large number of its personnetéurity reasons that it has caused a
dramatic reduction in the organization's activitiedrag. This reduction has also included
their activities in the Kurdish areas. The Swediskistance organization Qandil and
Norwegian People's Aid have not, however, cut mackheir activities in Kurdistan.
Representatives of these two organizations deepmdity for their international staff to be
satisfactory, and currently found no reason toevelithat the unrest in the south would spread
to the Kurdish areas.

The representative for the International Committehe Red Cross (ICRC) in Suleimaniya
believed that primarily representatives of the ila@ghorities and representatives of the
international presence in Iraq had reason to faathieir safety, but that the safety of these
groups was substantially better in Kurdistan thrathe rest of Iraq. The ICRC has reduced its
activities to the same scale as the UN in the sduthhas retained relatively more people in
the north than what the UN has done.

Representatives of the Kurdish authorities clairtined they have the security situation in the
Kurdish areas under control. They are cooperatiitig tve Americans, but are not dependent
on the Americans to provide safety for inhabitantthe areas that have been under the
control of the Kurds since 1991. Kurdish leadengregsed a positive attitude to the
Americans and spoke of them as cooperation partfaaititators and advisers. They felt that
the Americans were confident that the Kurdish regi@uthorities have the ability to handle
their own security. The delegation did not see Acaer soldiers operating in the areas that
have been under Kurdish control since 1991.

In the Kurdish areas that until the war were untlercontrol of Saddam Hussein's regime,
including the cities Mosul and Kirkuk, the situatis somewhat different. The Tigris river
splits Mosul into an Arabic and a Kurdish sectidrjoint administration has, nevertheless,
been established in the city where the GovernArabic and the Deputy Governor is a Kurd.
Assyrians and Turkmens are also represented iadimnistration of the city. The Kurdish
authorities claim to have full control of Kirkuk @the other areas and that the inhabitants'
security is good. The American presence there mmdosul is greater, however, and the
delegation personally witnessed American soldiersgyinto action against a car when
entering Mosul.

A representative of the security service in Suleiiya stated that the terrorist organization
Ansar al-Islam has carried out only one actiorhmmKurdish areas after the war, when the



second in command of the security service wasdckitlean ambush on 30 August. This
murder arose in connection with the fact that Amsambers apparently wanted to negotiate
terms for surrender.

As to persons with connections to Saddam Hussegime, the Kurdish authorities stated
that only those who committed criminal offencesdsnction of their positions under the
previous regime would be prosecuted. The Deputye@wr of Mosul stated that when the
Kurdish forces conquered the Kurdish areas thateath under control of the previous
regime, virtually all Ba'ath members went underguhitHowever, the majority reappeared
when it became clear that only persons responfibleriminal offences would be arrested.
The Deputy Governor repudiated the allegation ithddosul there had been lynching or
killing of persons connected to the previous regime

The Kurdish representatives concurred that Kurdsilshnot decline to return for security
reasons, and that today there are no Kurds who pregeiction outside Irag. In this
connection we would like to add that the UNHCRTcefin Damascus has not been visited
by Iragi nationals wishing to register as refugees.

The overall impression of the delegation basedlsevations and information from a broad
range of sources is that the security situaticthéregion today is at least as good as it was
prior to the war. This was confirmed by the delelyés Swedish members who had also been
on a fact-finding mission to northern Iraq in OaoR2002.

The humanitarian situation - health

The situation for the health service in Kurdistal she supply of medication and equipment
was discussed with three interlocutors in Erbi, Bhinister of Health and Social Affairs in
the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG), the Swedisl organization Qandil and the
International Organization for Migration (IOM), atite Minister of Relations and
Cooperation in Suleimaniya.

The health service
Public hospitals and clinics are owned by the stattadministered by the regional Kurdish
authorities. There are also privately owned hotgpdad clinics.

There are 12 hospitals in Erbil province, whereéaé fare in the city itself. Two are general
hospitals with 400 beds each. The others are & éinwomen, a military hospital and an
emergency clinic.

Dohuk province has seven hospitals, whereof tworatiee city itself. Suleimaniya province
has 26 hospitals. There are also 160 health clini&sbil province and 100 in Dohuk. There
are 25 hospitals in Suleimaniya province The ddlegavas unable to obtain information on
how many health clinics are found in the ruralrti$s. In general, though, conditions are not
worse than in the other Kurdish-controlled areas.

Health services for psychiatric care in Kurdista@ eery limited. In the city of Erbil there are
three psychiatrists, in the city of Dohuk one amthie city of Suleimaniya two. These five are
connected to universities and hospitals. Ther@alga very few psychologists. A number of
hospitals have psychiatric wards, but there isoméd for the chronically mentally ill. The
only institution for the mentally ill in Iraq is iBaghdad.



Kurdistan has three universities with medical féesl Erbil also offers nursing training,
dental medicine and pharmaceutical studies, whifsing training and dental medicine are
available in Suleimaniya.

According to the Minister of Health and Social Affain the KRG, a prioritized task is to
upgrade and modernize the health service and stremghe ties to the Ministry of Health in
Baghdad. While the health service in Kurdistan daestion, it has deficiencies and is old-
fashioned in many areas. The basic training fotats@and other health service personnel is
satisfactory, but a major problem is that for mgegrs it has not been possible to take part in
international research or send personnel abroafifibrer training. Moreover, specialists are
sorely needed, as most of those who once were liaeeeleft Iraq and settled in Western
countries.

According to the Minister of Relations and Cooperain Suleimaniya, public hospitals are
worn down and over-crowded and the supply of meicas unstable. However, the
situation for the health service is showing sighsnprovement, and the universities are
training a number of doctors and other medical qansl.

According to a representative of Qandil, the tragnibooks and other facilities have not been
upgraded in many years. There is a great lack afamotechnology and also of maintenance
of medical equipment.

A new 100-bed hospital has been built in the cftidalabja (in Suleimaniya province, near
the border with Iran) with a good standard andpasste maintenance budget. This hospital
will probably satisfy the local population's pringareeds for the next 20 years.

The health situation

The health situation is generally the same in tineet Kurdish-controlled provinces of Dohuk,
Erbil and Suleimaniya. In general the situatiobester than it was during the 1990s and
better than in the rest of Iraq. For example, theidter of Health and Social Affairs referred
to how malnutrition among children had declinedhdigantly. Until 1994 malaria was a
major problem in Kurdistan with 4000 cases in Edbane that year. In 2002 the figure was
less than 100. No cases of cholera have beenesgissince 1999, and no cases of polio
since 1998. All children are inoculated, includotgldren in the rural districts. Infant
mortality, the number of children who die beforaaking the age of five, and the number of
women who die giving birth are far lower in Kurdistthan in the rest of Iraq. The Minister
emphasized that this positive development is dtre§aonscious efforts by the regional
authorities. The quality of the drinking water imtfdistan is also better than in southern Iraq.
HIV and AIDS are practically unheard of. One cakElY has been registered in Mosul and
two cases in Kirkuk. In the Kurdish autonomous smea cases have been registered, and
there is systematic checking of blood donors. SQuizst abuse is very limited, and Kurdistan
cannot be said to have a narcotics problem.

Medicines and medical equipment
Medical treatment and medicines are free in thdiphiealth system. Returned refugees are
automatically conferred the same rights as othretkis context.



The availability of medicines varies. There arelgems with supplies, transport and
distribution. The public health system has an igadée number of ambulances, insufficient
medical equipment and there is also a lack of spares for the equipment they have.

There is a greater supply of medicines in the peiveealth service, but they are expensive and
the quality varies. No medicines are produced indistian, and there are no laboratories that
can check the medicines imported by the privatéinearvice. However, there is a private
initiative to start production of medicines in Kistan which the public authorities are
considering positively.

According to a representative of the aid organmma@andil, medicines, equipment and
various medical examinations are more easily avkgla the private health care system than
in the public health care system. Services in thafe sector may be better, but the quality is
generally more uneven than in the public healthosett is also common for Kurds who can
afford it to go to Syria or Iran for medical tream that cannot be obtained in Kurdistan.

Kurdistan Save the Children pays for health ses/foe children who have ties to the
organization's various projects when private sesvare required. If necessary, the children
are sent to one of the neighbouring countriesreattment. Save the Children then covers the
expenses.

After the war, the IOM has initiated a project atha assisting patients who cannot be
treated in Kurdistan so they may receive the necgdseatment abroad.

The human rights situation — special groups

Women

The topics of the position of women in Kurdish sbgj assistance focused on women and
protection for vulnerable groups were discussetl Wie Deputy Governor of Mosul, the
manager of a women's centre, the Hawlati newspapthe party Kurdistan Islamic Union
(KIU) in Erbil, and with three women's organizatomhe Iragi Communist Party (Toilers
Party), the International Committee for the RedsSrdCRC) and Norwegian People's Aid in
Suleimaniya.

When asked about the position and opportunitiegoshen, the Kurdish Deputy Governor in
Mosul stated that in his opinion Kurdish women @ngral had better conditions than other
Iragi women. As with the rest of Iraqg, the Kurd@dmmunity is dominated by a tribal
mentality, tradition and social conservatism, lbutantrast to the rest of Iraq there is an
active Kurdish women's movement that is supportethé regional authorities. He believed
that an expression of the willingness of the Kurdisithorities to strengthen the position of
women was the fact that around 40% of parliamergargloyees in Erbil are women.

Representatives of the leadership of the Iragi Camst Party (Toilers party) stated that the
politburo does not have any female members. Notethewomen have other high positions
and their own organization within the party. Thpresentatives described Kurdistan as a
backward society with respect to the position ofmea, and that it is progressing far too
slowly in this area. The party platform calls fgual rights for both genders.



According to a representative of the Islamist Kike party believes strongly in the
participation of women. There are three women engarty leadership and almost half of the
members are women.

The Khatuzeen Center for Social Actionn Erbil is a training and activity centre for wome

in a difficult financial position. The centre wasuhded in 2000 and has a café, day-care
centre and outdoor playground for children andrhpleyees, including a female
psychologist. The regional authorities are posiéime the head of the centre informed that the
undertaking has the full support of the KRG. USfarmded the establishment of the centre
and the KRG contributes funding for rent and emeé&sgalaries.

The centre arranges computer classes for womerhaw® had schooling, reading and
writing classes for women with no educational backgd, sewing classes for those who
wish to contribute to the family economy (by, fosaenple, sewing clothes for their children),
cookery courses and aerobics classes. Around 1@@eweisit the centre each day and there
are long waiting lists for the classes. The requert for participating in the centre's activities
is that one comes from a difficult neighbourhoodhe city.

According to the head of the centre, poverty, latkducation and lack of awareness of one's
own rights are the major problems for Kurdish wontgine also believed that Kurdish women
had advantages over other Iraqi women when it camparticipation in the new society that
is to be built after the fall of Saddam. After 198urdish women have organized socially

and politically to an extent that women with otlérnic backgrounds in Irag have not done
or had the opportunity to do. A Kurdish woman imember of the new Government in
Baghdad. Kurdish women have also contributed a mumbproposals to the new

constitution propounding a secular state and adneemodern society in the new Irag. They
have also proposed modernization of the Act rejatitnpersonal status and legal capacity and
the penal code.

According to the head of the centre, abuse is nopia of discussion at the centre so far, as
no women have raised this issue. The head belignatdhis is an issue that requires time and
trust, but that violence within marriage may becartepic of discussion in time. Women
who are subjected to violence may turn to the ptaie centre Khanzad's House, the only
one of its kind in Erbil. Khanzad's House was d&hbd by women in the KDP and other
organizations for women. This centre, which recesagpport from the German aid
organization WADI, has between six and ten womaxisg there at any particular time.

When asked about the effect of the Act relatingdoour killings that was amended in Erbil
and Dohuk provinces in August 260%he head of the centre stated that she couldmswer
guestions because she did not have adequate irtform8he had nevertheless noticed that
currently this issue is more in the public eye Hrat newspapers occasionally feature articles
on it.

According to the editor of Hawlati, the newspamecancerned with raising awareness on
women's issues and it has a number of female jostsidVviuch is written about the need for
education, women are encouraged to enter politidssaomen who wish to express their
views in print are allowed to do so. The newspatsw writes about honour killings, forced
marriages and women who commit suicide, and thssnlod caused any problems for the

2 In Suleimaniya province a similar amendment toatiewas introduced in 2001. The amendment means th
so-called honour killings are considered on eqoalifig with any other murder in the eyes of the.law



newspaper. The editor did not know about anyone dtbbeen sentenced for an honour
killing after the Act had been amended in Augu€i20

The Women Information and Cultural Center was established in 1997 and has its
headquarters in Suleimaniya. All the 25 employe@essmen. The organization has
information activities, publishes a newspaper tveagaonth, produces radio and TV
programmes and arranges seminars. A lawyer is cteohéo the main office.

The organization has projects for women in 52 géswith different types of programmes
aiming to raise the awareness of women ("awargmeggammes”) and health projects. The
activities are financially supported by foreign aigdjanizations, and they also receive some
funding from foreign governments. According to tiead of the centre, Kurdish women have
good opportunities for development in a positivedion due to the many women's
organizations and because the Kurdish regionabaitits have a positive attitude.

The organization does not have a special protectnire, but employees take women who
need refuge home with them. As one employee pt@ily homes are shelters". According to
the law, men who abuse their wives may be conviatetimoreover risk having to pay
compensation. The organization's representativiesvbed these measures might have a
preventive effect.

Honour killings are discussed in public in Kurdistand the women's organizations and
Hawlati both write about it. Statistics show thagre are three times the number of honour
killings in rural areas as in urban areas. In sjtieost honour killings occur in districts where
the inhabitants have moved from the countrysideveimere the environment is traditional and
conservative. A number of such honour killings hageurred in one such district in
Suleimaniya in 2003. The amendment to the act ledded some but not much effect. There
are, nonetheless, examples where a father, bradhérsousins have been sentenced to life in
prison for honour killings, but these sentencesuacer appeal.

When asked whether there is any kind of public ewgah body, it was stated that there is a
type of public conciliation and mediation board enthe Bureau for Social Affairs which is
then under the Ministry of Justice in Suleimaniyais board has the authority to resolve
property disputes and conflicts between and withimilies outside the legal courts.

ASUDA - Combating violence against womemwas established in 2000 in Suleimaniya. The
organization is not affiliated with any politicahgy. Norwegian People's Aid and US AID
provide financial support for its activities andeogtions. The PUK regional government
contributes funding for watch duty.

ASUDA's aim is to raise awareness, collect datawmh things as honour killings and provide
protection for women who are subjected to violeflaeo lawyers, one man and one woman,
advise women who ask for assistance.

The head of ASUDA felt that the situation for womerKurdistan is difficult. Many are
subjected to abuse and violence in the family,andmber of women fall victim to honour
killings each year. ASUDA operates a protectiontieethat can house up to 15 women and
children.



The Cultural Center for Learning Women was establifed in 1996 in Suleimaniya. The
organization has no political-party affiliation areteives financial support from a German
organization. In addition to the main office it@lsas a centre in Germia. Only women are
allowed to work for the organization.

The main office has a café, day-care centre amdrifb They offer social activities, awareness
raising activities, computer classes and readimveniting classes. A lawyer connected with
the organization provides legal counselling. Thgaaization also has projects in health and
legal counselling for women in prison.

In Hanakim city the organization has various prigec health, legal counselling and
reconciliation activities between Arabs, Turkmend &urds. Seminars for women are also
held. According to the head of the centre, imprguime financial situation of women and
raising the awareness of men are vital factorsijproving the future for women in Kurdistan
and elsewhere in Iraqg.

According to a representative of Norwegian Peoplals violence against women has
increased in recent years. Political conditions tlwedfinancial and social pressures in the
Kurdish society have placed strong pressure omtile role. Many people have been
displaced from their homes due to the hostilities,Anfal campaighand Saddam Hussein's
Arabisation programme. It is claimed that thereaaaind 800 000 internally displaced
persons in the three autonomous provinces. Sheveedlithat these events, together with the
general modernization of the Kurdish society, hadeto a greater need for self-control in the
male population. Women have support in the law,fplementing the law in a society with
strong patriarchal tendencies is difficult. Womeed a great deal of support to be able to
seek recourse in the law. The intensifying confeetel between the genders has also led to a
rise in the number of women who commit suicide é&if-snmolation.

Norwegian People's Aid is funding a recently essaleld centre for women in the village of
Diana where both Christians and Muslims live. Paftihe population have previously been
refugees in Iran, and socially, the area is venseovative. This centre is the first of its kind
in Diana, and will be a meeting-place for womenhvé@tnphasis on social activities and
various training courses and classes.

In addition to the protection centre operated byBA, there are two more centres in
Suleimaniya. ARAM is operated by PUK and focusesvomen who are subjected to or
threatened with physical violence and sexual aldNs&VA, primarily funded by the German
organization WADI, focuses in particular on womemowhave been psycho-socially
traumatized.

Women in prison

According to a representative of the InternatidRatl Cross in Suleimaniya, women who
have been sentenced to prison and juvenile crisgna incarcerated in a prison administered
by the Ministry of Social Affairs in Suleimaniyan Erbil women and juvenile criminals are
incarcerated in a prison administered by the Mipist Health and Social Affairs. Conditions
in the prisons are acceptable in the opinion ofépeesentative.

® Anfal — Saddam Hussein's genocide against thidsm northern Iraq in 1988.
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Ethnic and religious minorities

The delegation visited the city of Mo$ih Ninive province where the population is
composed of a number of ethnic and religious groiMfasul was under Saddam Hussein's
control up to the American invasion in March 2088d is the city in northern Iraq that has
the largest Arab population.

Issues concerning the relationship between thaetmoups were raised with the Deputy
Governor and the head of the Assyrian Democratigevitent (ADM) in Mosul. Issues
relating to the Christian minority and the relasbip to the Kurdish regional authorities and
the Islamic majority population in general wereseal with the head of the ADM in Mosul,
the Assyrian Minister for Industry and Energy ie tkRG, as well as representatives of the
ADM in Erbil. The situation for the Mandaean mirtgnivas discussed with a Western
diplomatic source in Amman.

Around 1 250 000 people live in the city of Modathnic Arabs constitute the majority at
around 52%. Around 40% are Kurds, around 4% aréstdm Assyrians and around 4% are
Turkmens. There are no villages consisting onlyuwkmens, they live dispersed in cities and
villages. Yezid3 dominate the districts of Sinjar and Schehan witesg constitute around
70% of the population. The remaining 30% are Mug{iands.

Ninive province has more than three million inhabts. Assyrians constitute around 10% of
the total population, and there are seven villagesre only Christians live. In the area
between Erbil and Mosul one finds virtually onlyddish Shia Muslims, who belong to the
Shabak tribe that emigrated from Iran around 5@G0s/ago.

Assyrians

According to the head of the ADM, Assyrians in @mdund Mosul have no problems with
the Yezids or other local Kurds and Arabs. Theneehlowever, been problems with Arabs
from southern Iraqg who were moved to the area esop&addam Hussein's Arabisation
programme.

Assyrians had problems in Basra in the early sum8Bteots were fired at a church, and two
people were killed, allegedly because they soldrat The situation calmed down after this,
and the head had not heard of any further problerBssra. In Baghdad, Christians are not
more subjected to harassment than others. MoreG®@m®00 Assyrians live in Baghdad.
Many of these have properties in Dohuk and Moswénetiheir families originally hail from.
Overall, more than one million Assyrians live iadt

Many Assyrians have emigrated to Western countrags Iraq, Iran, Syria and Turkey, and
the representatives assumed that around 400 000 80D Assyrians live in the USA,
generally in Detroit, California and Chicago. Asaprcommunities can also be found in
Sweden, France, Belgium, Germany and Great Brifsrone interviewee expressed it, "All
of us here have someone somewhere." Assyriansayenell organized in Western
countries.

4 Around 75% of the high-ranking officers in tlerher Republican Guards came from either Mosulaztd@m
Hussein's hometown of Tikrit. The Arabic communityMosul is considered to have been a strong cerfitre
support for Saddam's regime.

® The Yezids are ethnic Kurds. Their religion isixture of Christian, Islamic and ancient Iranideneents.
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Around 15 000 Christians live in the city of Erbilhere are three Assyrian ministers in the
KRG. After 1992 Assyrians have established thein @rivate schools and published books
in their own languageyriac®. Around 3500 pupils have Syriac as their languzfge
instruction and Kurdish, Arabic and English as seclanguages. Three upper secondary
schools have been established in Erbil, Diana asftlR. The Assyrian New Year is
celebrated on 1 April with a large carnival in D&rand Erbil each year.

The ADM has a collective leadership and is thedat@nd leading Assyrian party. It
publishes a weekly newspaper in Arabian and Syaiad,owns a local TV station and six
local radio stations in Dohuk, Baghdad, Kirkuk, MbsZakho and Erbil.

Assyrians consider themselves a separate ethnipgho connection with the new
constitution in Iraq, they are working to be reciagd as amssyrian-Caldean nationality, not
only as a religious group. A conference in Baghddiking planned for Assyrians from all
over the world in the autumn of 2003 to discussritpets of Assyrians in Iraq.

All the Assyrian interlocutors emphasized that taey now against emigration. They wish to
preserve this old Christian culture in Iraq andsider the presence of the Assyrians as an
important element of the population and importantthe development of democracy in Iraqg.
It is not desirable that Western countries helpyAiagss to emigrate. The ADM wishes to help
Assyrians remain in their country and wants as namngossible to return now that Saddam
Hussein is gone. They felt that re-integration wioubt be a problem.

The ADM has a good relationship with Iran, andieasy for Assyrians to receive a permit to
cross the border for family visits or medical treant in the city of OrumiyehNo passport is
necessary, only an identity card and a recommemd&tom the ADM. The ADM's
representative in Orumiyeh will then contact thealdranian authorities who issue the
permit.

Mandeans

The issue concerning Mande&mas raised with a diplomatic source in Amman. $tberce
characterized Mandeans as "pre-Christians”, aslibkgve in John the Baptist, but not Jesus.
There are around 100 000 Mandeans in Irag. Therityalwe in Baghdad, the rest in and
around Basra. In Baghdad Mandeans have their teamglesocial centre in an exclusive area
close to a so-called high-security area. They wreaed very well by Saddam Hussein who
spoke of them as his friends in public. Mandeangheir part translated their holy scriptures
into Arabic and gave them to Saddam as a gift. Soinleem were also members of Saddam's
security forces. According to this diplomat, claibysMandeans in Western countries of
being persecuted by Saddam do not hold water.Sbda close relationship with Saddam
Hussein's regime has not resulted in problemdiemtas a group. Today Mandeans must be
said to be in the same situation as the Christéasgrians. Their rights as a minority are
respected and the situation is considered good.

® Syriac or Aramaic, an ancient Semitic language.

" There is an Iranian Assyrian minority in OrumiyiehNVestern Azerbaijan province, close to the boade
eastern Turkey.

8 Manda is Arameic and means wisdom. Mandeans are the@nbstic sect that has survived post-antiquity.
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Children

The question of aid measures for children in difisituations and their families was raised
with the Deputy Minister for Health and Social Affain Erbil, Kurdistan Save the Childrén,
Norwegian People's Aid and the Women Informatioth @altural Center in Suleimaniya.

The Deputy Minister stated that around 68 000 fesiin Dohuk and Erbil provinces receive
direct financial assistance from the regional arties each month. He also stated that
together with a local Kurdish NGO called "New Lifigie authorities have launched a project
entitled "The Family Care Project”, which helps flaes that for various reasons cannot
manage on their own. Around 38 000 families ariéproject. All are followed up by a
social worker. Each social worker is responsibletén families and has regular meetings
with all of these twice a month. The social workars organized in groups of ten with a
leader reporting to the Directorate of Family Care.

In addition to financial assistance the projectisl@ath conflicts between families and within
families, such as conflicts between spouses arebirmases. The project also operates four
centres for work training and two centres for dtdgldren in Erbil. A study two years ago
showed that there are more than 5000 working stiekren in Erbil. Six hundred of these
were sent to school and 15 to work training in 2062his connection fathers and older
brothers had to sign a pledge that they would entighe children out to work again. If this
were to happen the case would be sent to the céaterding to the Deputy Minister, child
labour is not only caused by poverty, but rathat th Kurdish culture a long-lived and
broadly held perception is that those who do nakwehile they are children will never
manage to work properly as adults. For this reas@m families with an adequate financial
situation send their children out to work.

Kurdistan Save the Children has its headquarte®ilaimaniya, but after the war it has also
been involved in Kirkuk and Baghdad. The organaateceives funding from several

parties. It operates a number of cultural centresaalarge youth centre in Suleimaniya where
children and young persons may spend their spaeetaking part in various courses, for
example music or sports, or receive reading antingriraining. The centre also arranges
youth festivals.

One of the most important tasks for Save the Cérlds to help to reunite children and young
people who for various reasons have been sepdratadheir parents or help reunite them
with any other family member who may function asagegiver. The organization can trace
identities and addresses of children and theirlfasall over Kurdistan, provided that the
information supplied is correct.

In 2003, Save the Children gives financial asst#an 2865 children who either have been
re-united with their families or are in a procedseve this is happening. These are children
who have lost their father but their mother or otteregivers in their family are alive. Those
who do not have family or relatives are placedrphanages that take care of their health and
education. After they turn 18 there are other ingtins that can take care of young persons
with no family.

Street children have been one of Save the Chiklrealn projects for several years. Around
eight years ago around 100 street children werlistergd in Suleimaniya, and many of these

° Kurdistan Save the Children — Children's Fund
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were criminals and violent. In 2003, all of these aff the streets and the street environment,
and there are few new street children. Speciadiywéd personnel are trying to help these
children. Suleimaniya has a special juvenile caund a separate police station dealing with
juveniles involved in crime.

When queried about sexual abuse of children, Sa/€hildren said that they are working on
this problem. The issue is nevertheless extrenmezlgiive in the Muslim and Conservative
Kurdish communities. To help them in this work S#éwe Children has developed a
programme that teaches children about sexual amgow to avoid it. This training is
undertaken in a number of cultural centres operayetthe organization.

Violence against children is a punishable offerf8ideimaniya has a special police force that
deals with such cases. When it is proven that enpas abusing his or her child, he or she
must initially sign a binding statement declarihgttthere will be no recurrence of such
abuse. If the abuse continues, the case will pobtteéne courts.

When asked about the scope of forced marriagesegfitesentative for Save the Children
responded that in his opinion there is little agtim the urban population, particularly in
Suleimaniya, which he characterized as more sapaistl than other Kurdish cities. In

earlier times, forced marriage had been the nargoritinues in rural districts, but he
believed that the number of forced marriages wss @éclining there. Education and raised
awareness, as well as access to the outside warldMy mobile phones and the Internet have
made Kurdish girls more aware and better equippeddist pressure.

When asked about the opportunities any returnifiggeee children have for schooling and
upper secondary education, the Save the Childmesentative pointed to the fact that an
English-language school in Suleimaniya receivedishr children who have returned from
abroad. This is a very good school with well-quedifteachers. In the autumn of 2003 the
school has 150 pupils, whereof 15 have returneu fayeign countries. Children and young
people would otherwise be referred to regular stshoo

A representative of the Women Information and GaltCenter stated that the organization
gives financial support to orphans so they mayymies education. The organization also
provides some financial support to university shidef both genders, enabling them to
complete their education.

Islamites

The position and influence of Islamites were disedlswith the party Kurdistan Islamic
Union (KIU) in Erbil, the parties Kurdistan DemoticaParty (KDP) and Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan (PUK), the Hawlati newspaper and repregames of women's organizations in
Erbil and Suleimaniya.

According to the representatives the delegation thetKIU is a moderate Islamite party and
believes in dialogue, pluralism, female participatand freedom of speech. The party does
not havgihad (holy war) in its political platform and opposéaslent methods.

The KIU has established itself in a number of sitie Kurdistan and operates local TV
stations in Suleimaniya, Erbil, Halabja and Raifijze KRG Minister of Justice is from the
KIU. After Saddam'’s fall the party has also estdddd itself outside of Kurdistan, in Mosul,
Baghdad and Kirkuk. The party has taken part iml@thocratic processes since 1991, sits on
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the Iragi Governing Council, has a Minister in tlesv Government in Baghdad and is a
member among those working on the proposition foew constitution. The party also has
representation in Syria, Great Britain, Iran, Tyrleed Sweden.

According to the representatives, the KIU has adgetationship with all the parties in
Kurdistan. The party participates as the only Istaparty in a coalition of five parties

together with Christians, Communists and social@mats. They believed that the KIU has
good support in sections of the population, andrretl to how they received 22% of the votes
in the local elections in 2000. The party also nem@d around 40% of the votes at the student
election. When asked by the delegation about tihebeun of members, the representatives
answered that this information was secret and vaitable.

The representatives stated that they find theitipal principles in a special understanding of
Islam, as one of them said, "Islam is in our héafitkey claimed they are under no influence
from religious groups or powers outside Irag. ThEp believed that the KIU may have a
moderating influence on violent Islamic groups. Wlasked whether the party has members
who were previously members of Ansar al-Islam, thegwered in the negative.

The representatives emphasized that the KIU isrdiklu party seeking a democratic,
pluralist and federal system in Irag. Such a systélhresolve the nationality problems in the
country. The party does not want to force religoornthe people and only wants an Islamic
rule if the majority of the population so wishes.

On the other hand, the party does not want comraoular family legislation for all citizens.
The KIU wants family legislation to be regulatedreyjigious belonging, and that for Muslims
this should be based sharia because this is Allah's immutable law. The Kilso in

favour, in principle, of introducing theuddud provisions in the Islamic penal code, but only
if the majority of the population wants this. Whesked by the delegation about the harsh
penalties under huddud (such as whipping, the deathlty by stoning and cutting off of
hands) the representatives claimed that IslamioNavks preventively, discouraging people
from committing crimes. In a true Islamic commurtitgre will be very few crimes and little
need for the penalties mentioned above.

When asked whether the party operates special iwgifagrammes, the representatives
stated that members of KIU work in Islamic orgatizzas operating welfare programniés.
These build mosques, hospitals and schools andbdit& food to the poor, especially during
Ramadan.

When asked whether the women's movement feelsysegsby Islamites, the head of the
Khatuzeen Center for Social Action in Erbil ansvaetigat the situation is noticeably better
than at the end of the 1990s. Islamites no longgresgirls in schools with Doomsday and

hell to make them cover up in the Islamic fashi@irls dressed in Western-style clothing are
no longer harassed and attacked with acid (acsgrimges, put under the clothes) on the
streets and in marketplaces. Recently a three-aayem's conference was arranged where for
the first time it was possible to speak freely)uing about religion. All newspapers and TV
covered the conference, and the name "Empowering&koAgain” attracted a great deal of
attention. Islamites did not participate at thefecgnce, nor were they invited.

2 The KIU did not provide information about who firees the welfare programmes, nor did the delegatién
any questions about this. Other interlocutors naded that the funding generally comes from Saudibfa and
other Islamic networks.
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Neither the head herself nor the centre for wonmemnédver received threats. According to the
head of the centre, it is fully possible in Kurdistoday to speak critically against religion as
long as it is done in a "soft" manner. When askemlidifferences between Christian and
Muslim women, the head answered that Christian wodtenot cover their hair and they
socialize with men more than Muslim women do. Sanyl with the rest of the Christian
community in Erbil, Christian women are under thetpction of the KRG. After an attack on
a church some years ago in the Christian sectioheotity, the KRG condemned this and
made it very clear that they would never accepthanyg like that.

When asked about the relationship to Islamiteshda of the Women Information and
Cultural Center in Suleimaniya answered that tlyawization occasionally had problems
with Islamites in villages where they operate pectgdor women. A number of projects were
subjected to bomb attacks some years ago. Cumrebliens are primarily of a social nature
as the villages are very conservative areas whadédibnal values and local religious leaders
have strong positions.

According to the chief editor of the Hawlati newppain Erbil, the newspaper has no
problems with Islamites. The newspaper publishes thewpoints similarly to those of
secular and liberal persons. He believed that barast of girls dressed in Western-style
clothing has ceased. The role of the Islamitesdgs Important than previously and their
popularity has declined. However, the editor ditinude out the possibility that the Islamites
will conduct themselves in a non-democratic maramer use violence if they were to gain
real political power in the future.

According to the editor, the Hawlati in Suleimantyas not experienced any threats from
Islamites. Rather, the relationship has always lgeead. The editorial line is that Islamites
should not be banned or excluded but rather benglve opportunity to take part in politics
and general society based on democratic principles.

A number of representatives of the Kurdish regi@dhorities believed that all Islamites in
Kurdistan arevahhabites'* and potentially dangerous, and that all Islamaugs in practice
function as kindergartens for Islamic fundamentalihis also applies to legal Islamic
parties that officially do not hayéhad in their political programmes. Several represeveat
claimed that the Islamic parties and groups spealkofboth sides of their mouths, and that in
their dealings with Western representatives, tlasciously hide their real political aim of
establishing a fundamentalist Islamic state in.lraq

The delegation was able to observe that many waom8&nleimaniya did not wear the

Muslim headdreskijab and were wearing Western-style clothing. The aisp has many
highly visible shops with large windows and glassmd selling hard liquor. In many of these
stores bottles of liquor were on display in thedaaws. The city also has a number of video
shops, photo shops and hairdressing parlours withrps of women that appear to be "non-
Islamic”. According to representatives of Kurdighteorities this is visible confirmation of

the fact that the Islamites have neither the malitpower to prevent these kinds of things that
they dislike from flourishing nor represent a thragainst law and order in everyday affairs.

1 Wahhabites, orthodox and strictly conservative s

16



The PKK

The delegation had prior knowledge of the fact #wdiers from the Turkish PKR are still

up in the mountains between Dohuk province and @ypdad Suleimaniya province and Iran.
The issue of the PKK presence in Kurdistan afteld&@en's fall was raised with the Deputy
Governor as well as the head of the ADM in Mogug, Ministry of the Interior and the
UNHCR in Erbil and the ICRC in Suleimaniya.

According to our interlocutors, there are still sothousands of PKK soldiers in the
mountains, probably around 4000. They remain qograte no military activities on Iraqi
soil and are not considered a security problemrd& hee several camps for former PKK
soldiers and their families. A total of 6 — 700@pke live in these camps that are
administered by Kurdish authorities. These aregrexsvho either will not or cannot return to
Turkey without the risk of reprisals from the Twhkiauthorities. Moreover, the PKK does not
accept anyone leaving the organization. Those meswidgo escape and surrender to the
Kurdish authorities are placed in camps after eftstiay in prison.

Communists

The position of the various communist parties i iurdish areas and elsewhere in Irag was
raised with a Western diplomat in the capital aldo, Amman, and three interlocutors in
Suleimaniya, the Iraqi Communist Party (Toilerstidathe Kurdistan Communist Party and
the editor of the Hawlati newspaper.

Under Saddam Hussein'’s regime the death penaltym@ssed for being a member of the
Iragi Communist Party, and according to the diploensource the party lost many members
during the previous regime. Ideologically, the conmist party must be counted more as a
social democratic party, and is the only partyraglwith democratically elected leaders.
After the war the party has established itself muenber of cities across the country,
including in southern Iraq. The party is very aetiprofiles itself on issues connected to the
rights of women, and is the only party in the forgevernment-controlled Iraq with a
separate women's organization. The problem focomemunists is that the party is without
any political clout and has a total lack of infleeron those who decide in today's Iraq.

According to representatives of the Kurdistan ComistuParty, the parent party Iraqi
Communist Party was founded in 1934. Its activibtesxmenced in southern Irag and it has
traditionally been supported by many Shia Muslinalds. The party was established in
Kurdistan in the 1940s. The Kurdistan CommunistyPans established in 1994 as a Kurdish
branch of the traditional Communist Party and watlksely with the Iragi Communist Party.
The relationship to other parties in Kurdistana®d, and the party has connections with
communist parties abroad.

According to representatives of the Toilers Patg, party had offices in Erbil up until 1996
when Saddam Hussein's army moved in with the erdwat of the KDP? After 1996 the
KDP has not given the Toilers Party permissionaweehan office in the city because of the
harsh criticism the party has levelled at the KDPitls (brief) cooperation with Saddam
Hussein during the attack on Erbil. The Toiler'stfdoes not consider the lack of
representation in Ebril a serious problem. As esged by one of the representatives, "We
have not raised this as a serious problem; Kumlidtees not need that kind of problems right

12 pKK is the abbreviation for Partiya Karkeren Kistdin — the Kurdish Labour Party.
13 This occurred in connection with the fighting beam the KDP and the PUK.
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now". The party receives public funding and is represkitehe parliament and in the PUK-
dominated government in Suleimaniya.

Relations with the other parties in the Kurdish4colted areas are good, and the party is a
member of a five-party coalition working for recdration in Kurdistan. Other parties in the
coalition are the ADM, KIU, WCPI and the Kurdist8ocialist Democratic Party (KSDP).

When asked about the Worker Communist Party of (VdGP1), it was stated that this is a
very small group in Suleimaniya, a maximum of 18spas. After the conflict with the PUK
in 2000, the WCPI has not had an office in SuleilyerAccording to representatives of the
Kurdistan Communist Party, their party has vemjelicontact with the WCPI today, but both
provided shelter when members needed help durigdhflict with the PUK in 2000. They
claimed that the WCPI could blame no one elselirrntelves for the conflict in 2000. The
party brought unnecessary problems upon itselfigngsipecting the political opinions of
others and by not showing respect for the cultanal religious attitudes in Kurdistan. The
representatives did not know of any members oi¥M@&PI who were incarcerated today, or of
any of them being arrested after the summer of 2D0Meir opinion no Communists are
being held as political prisoners in the Kurdisimzolled areas.

According to the editor of Hawlati, the WCPI isiofélly illegal in Suleimaniya, and the
party's house for women continues to be closedrdntice the party nevertheless has a
presence and has some degree of activity, but utitihe PUK intervening. Members of the
WCPI occasionally write articles in Hawlati withaihiis causing any problems for the
newspaper or the members.

According to the editor of Hawlati in Erbil, the VIPCre-opened its office in the city in 2003

after the office was closed in 2002. The partylsspaper is published in Erbil. After the war
the WCPI has also opened a small office in Nadirfpa southern Iraq) and in Baghdad, and
it has organized small demonstrations.

De-Arabisation

Questions concerning de-Arabisation after Saddassein's fall were raised with the Deputy
Governor of Mosul, the Assyrian Democratic Movem@idM) in Mosul and Erbil, the
Swedish aid organization Qandil and the Deputy Beri of Humanitarian Aid and
Cooperation in Erbil.

According to the ADM in Mosul many Assyrians alsere victims of Saddam Hussein's
deportation and Arabisation policy. No one yet kadww many Assyrians have claims for
the return of their houses and properties. In ffigion of the ADM, these problems should
be resolved legally, and the establishment of lpgatedures is expected.

According to representatives of Qandil, the Amergéhe Coalition Provisional Authority -
CPA) would like a national programme of de-Aralimat However, in rural districts many of
these problems have already been resolved. Inrdfaeasound Makhmur with its 182 villages,
for example, there was only one conflict afterwse, and this has been resolved. It has
proven to be easy to solve land disputes in vidgecause everybody there knows who owns
the land.

In the areas along the "green line" that dividezlKlnrd-controlled area from the
Government-controlled area prior to the war, al urds were displaced by Saddam

18



Hussein. After virtually all the houses had beestiged, Arabic Bedouin families were
moved in or the areas were used for military puego3he Bedouins withdrew before the
war, and displaced Kurds have been able to move toateir properties.

However, in cities, and in particular in Kirkuk gtiestoration of properties has proved to be
more difficult to resolve. This is due to the fHtat during Arabisation many Kurds were
forced to sell their houses and properties for syimtsums. The Arabs who took over the
houses are today legitimate owners. They do not teamove before they receive financial
compensation.

The Deputy Minister also stated that most Arabs wkee moved in by Saddam Hussein
have left the areas around Kirkuk. Those casesevhebs bought houses in a formally
correct way from displaced Kurds will be resolvgdsiettiement in court.

Tribal and clan conflicts

Questions regarding tribal and clan conflicts waiised with a Deputy Minister in the
Ministry of Health and Social Affairs in Erbil, @presentative of the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan (PUK) at the party's office in Erbil atiee Minister of Relations and Cooperation
in Suleimaniya.

According to the Deputy Minister, Erbil continueslie a very conservative tribal community,
and he says, "people live in the old structure'eriethough it has more than 700 000
inhabitants, Erbil is not a metropolis in the madsense of the word. In many ways Erbil
consists of many villages as people from the sailtegygs have formed their own city
districts. Suleimaniya is a city with a longer nogiolis history, and appears to be more
modern and to have a more urban population.

The KRG attempts to resolve conflicts between clamsfamilies peacefully through
mediation. According to the Deputy Minister, Kurtdis is a society with laws, police
administration and courts. The KRG has successhdfotiated agreements and
reconciliation in family, clan and tribal conflict§his also applies to cases which according
to tradition could trigger blood revenge. The Dgpuinister said that the KRG has
contributed to resolving more than 1000 such cdgas.resolution through mediation is
possible, the case will go to court. Blood revestjéoccurs, but there is much less of it than
previously. Blood revenge and honour killings aeaalized in the same way as any other
killings.

The representative of the PUK in Erbil downplayleel importance of tribal and clan
conflicts. Kurdistan continues to be a tribal conmityy but he believed that in practice the
political parties are more important for people'glty. In today's Kurdistan tribes and clans
are connected to parties. This is also the cas@@idards in Baghdad. He also believed that
among the Arabic Shia Muslims in southern Iragriiigious leaders constitute the most
important power base.

A representative of the PUK in Suleimaniya assetttatithe Kurdish community continues to

have a problem with tribal and clan mentality. Kilrds belong to a clan, but in his opinion
Kurds were less dominated by clan mentality thannbMuslim Arabs.
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Hawlati

Questions concerning the freedom of speech weoeisied with the editors of the newspaper
Hawlati. This newspaper has two editorial staffd tmo editors, one in Erbil and one in
Suleimaniya where the newspaper is also printed.

The editors stated that Hawlati is an independppbsition paper. It receives no public
financial support. The newspaper sells 7000 copeekly, more than any other newspaper in
Kurdistan. When asked who the readership is, titeradsaid that there is no special group,
rather the readership comprises average peopleveioterested in news and who like the
press to be critical of the KDP and the PUK. Thaythat the newspaper has great popular
support, and that also Kurdish NGOs and small gagupport the paper. The newspaper
considers its primary task is to contribute todlegelopment of a democratic Iraq.

The Erbil editorial staff received a number of &iteein 2002, which they believed came from
Saddam Hussein’s agents. After the war the newsesenot received any threats. Both
editors stated that the freedom of speech gendraliyreasonably good conditions in
Kurdistan and particularly in Suleimaniya. The systthere is more open and modern, and it
is easier to get interviews with politicians anddaucrats. Hawlati is, however, very critical
of the KDP and the PUK, which they regard as noy democratic. Like all the other parties
in Kurdistan, they have the baggage of an authi@itaheritage, and "the culture of the Ba'ath
Party is still with us”, as one of them put it. Téwditorial staff has experienced being put
under pressure a number of times when the criticisthe KDP and the PUK has touched on
particularly sensitive matters, such as the secadtvices of the parties, secret prisons or
high-level corruption. The parties in these caselverbally attacked the newspaper, both
directly to the editorial staff and in their owreps. A couple of years ago one of the
journalists was arrested a number of times in Dphuak was kept in detention for a few
hours each time. The newspaper has not been sedbjiecother types of reaction such as
bans, searches or closure. The newspaper hase othigr hand, been brought to court for
violating the Freedom of the Press Act, but wasuatayl.

Return - repatriation

Questions in connection with return and repatriatmthe Kurdish areas of Irag were
discussed with the Deputy Minister of Human Aid &wabperation in Erbil, the Head of the
Travelling Department in the Ministry of Human Aadd Cooperation in Erbil, the Minister
of the Interior in Erbil, PUK's representative irbi, the Deputy Governor in Mosul, a
representative of the ADM and the Minister of Rielas and Cooperation in Suleimaniya.

Entering and exiting Kurdistan

Before the war the Kurdish autonomous authoritees$ digreements with the neighbouring
countries of Syria, Turkey and Iran that made ggplole to enter and exit Kurdistan without
inspection by the authorities in Baghdad. Kurddad@avel to Syria and Iran without a
passport when the purpose was to apply for fameilyification in another country. The
requirements were to have a valid Iraqgi identitydcéo have a recommendation from one of
the Kurdish parties and to be furnished witlaiasez-passer (safe-conduct pass) from the
embassy on entry into the country where the retatifin was to occur. These schemes
ceased when the war broke out. The Head of theellnay Department in Erbil stated,
however, that these schemes have gradually beemeekafter the war. It was believed that
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in the course of August the arrangement with Syoald have been restored, while Turkey
would continue to maintain certain restrictionstfiespect to Iran, it was assumed that the
pre-war arrangement would be restored shortly.

Kurds who leave the area using the above-mentisoeeme must have an exit permit from
the Kurdish authorities. The requirements for saigermit were tightened after the war.
Greater demands are placed on documentation irecton with family reunification and
also for those who wish to go abroad for businespgses or for medical treatment. It was
pointed out, moreover, that the attitude in thedfshr leadership after the war is that it is no
longer desirable that Kurds emigrate.

It was stated that in June this year only 21 esitpts to Syria were granted compared to 240
in June last year. A total of 130 permits were tgdrio Turkey during the same period of
time this year compared to 408 last year. The drojumbers was explained by the tightened
requirements, and by the fact that after the chahgegime Kurds have gained greater
confidence in a future in Iraq.

The head of the Travelling Department believed tlwattoo many people are entering Syria
or Turkey illegally without an exit permit. Agreents have been entered into with these two
countries, which means that anyone who is caughbeireturned to the Kurdish authorities.

The Kurdish authorities frequently find persons velne attempting to leave using forged
travel documents, including Norwegian ones. It gtased that the Norwegian KDP
representative was informed when forged Norwegiavet documents were found.

The head of the Travelling Department also stdtatiriew Iraqgi passports will be issued in
the autumn and that all old Iraqgi passports woedhvalid at the end of the year. Only the H
and N series of today's passports would be vatithi® rest of the year.

We were also informed that after the war Kurds hetaeted to leave via Baghdad and on to
Jordan. Some also go to Baghdad and apply foraainithe regular way at the Turkish
embassy outside of the established scheme betwe&rayland the Kurdish authorities.

The manner of entering and exiting Kurdistan wilVimusly change as Kurdistan becomes an
integral part of Irag and the relationship betw&ag and the surrounding world is
normalized. The Kurdish authorities stated thatatingort in Mosul will be opened to regular
traffic at the start of next year. It is estimatlkdt regular domestic flights to the Erbil airport
will commence next year. It is more uncertain whware will be domestic flights to
Suleimaniya.

Iragi Kurds in Syria

The delegation had a meeting in Damascus with kespooman for the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan (PUK), a spokesperson for the KurdistamiDcratic Party (KDP) and the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) &vnimg the situation for Iraqis in
Syria after Saddam Hussein's ouster.

According to the spokeswoman for the PUK, the wdraq has not changed the good
relationship the party has with Syria. The PUK[sresentatives in Damascus continue to
meet high-level Syrian authorities. The authoritiage not put pressure on Iraqgi Kurds that
are in Syria legally to return home. Apart from sobullying of Kurdish children at school
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because of the support for the USA, little has gledrnn the lives of Iragi Kurds in Syria
because of the war.

Iragi Kurds who are in Syria illegally are not seittied to greater problems unless they have
something unsettled with the authorities. In pEcthis means that the person in question
would has been involved in a criminal offence aad been ordered by the authorities to
leave Syria.

When asked whether Kurdish women may live alor@yima while waiting for family
reunification in Western countries, the spokeswomrawered that unmarried women and
married women without children or with small chédralways live together with male
relatives until they move on. Women with one or enteenage sons may live alone without
other adult male relatives. The sons would theetion as the family's protection against the
surrounding world.

According to the representative of the UNHCR, tregarity of Iraqi refugees in Syria would
like to return home, saying: "They are pushingadhgme on their own". He estimated that
around 300 return home on their own every day. Tuseythe Abu Kamal border station
because the unofficial border station Fish Khaltws been closed since March 2003. Even if
the majority of Iraqgis, Kurds and others would likereturn home, there are some groups that
so far do not want to return. This applies to s@hestians and Communists who fear the
establishment of a Shia Muslim rule and for thasmn have adopted a wait-and-see attitude.
Many Iraqi refugees in the neighbouring countriesila also like to return home. The
UNHCR believes that as many as 600 000 Iragisain #ire waiting to go home. These

include both Shia Muslim Arabs and Faili Kurds.

Some nationals from third countries (particulariyaBic and African nationals) who fled from
Irag before the war and are now staying in Syrearent considered to be refugees by the
UNHCR. The UNHCR is trying to encourage these pesgo return home.

So far the UNHCR had not received any applicationgasylum from members of the former
Ba'ath party®> The PUK spokeswoman believed that there are st %00 known members
of the Ba'ath party who with great probability haeenmitted crimes against humanity, but
who are not on the USA's lists of wanted persons.

Both the spokeswoman for the PUK and the represeataf the UNHCR stated that the
situation in northern Iraq is considered calm aatle.

Return

There was consensus among the Kurdish represesgdhiat security and the opportunity of
employment were the two most important conditidreg tvould encourage Kurds to return.
There was also agreement that the Kurdish autbsréie taking care of the security of the
population in their areas. (See also what has egten above about the general security
situation.) However, the financial situation is madlifficult. So far there will be few
opportunities for employment, and it will take tinwesatisfy the need for housing.

14 |raqi Faili Kurds are Shia Muslims and descendaftsurdish immigrants from Iran. Saddam Hussein
expelled several hundred thousand Faili Kurds fh@g due to their Iranian descent.

15 The delegation was informed that most of those wtiroently approach the UNHCR in Damascus are Somall
Sudanese and Afghans who have been in Syria foe $iomne.
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The Deputy Minister for Humanitarian Aid and Cocgd@n emphasized that there is great
need for aid for those who return from exile. Thedpean states should contribute to
projects that aim to ease re-integration, suclkeesnstruction and other projects that might
provide employment.

Representatives of the PUK, KDP and ADM mentiored it was vital that those who return
receive financial support when they return so timay start from scratch in their country of
origin without being a burden on society. They ataied that they saw it as desirable that
those who had the resources to launch enterpitegdsreturn as speedily as possible. In the
long term, when the Iragi economy is properly backts feet, they were convinced a
majority would return. The new Citizenship Act nad will most likely permit Iragi nationals
to have dual citizenship, and this might also enage Iragi nationals in exile to return home.

When the issue of return was raised, several pgmptged out that Kurdistan still has a large
group of internally displaced persons whom the auitiles will prioritize. A group of close to
800 000 persons is to be settled in the Kurdishsar€o accomplish this, the construction of
housing must first and foremost be geared up.

As to the return ofinaccompanied minors Kurdistan Save the Children declared their
willingness to cooperate with the Norwegian autiesion tracing parents and other family.
They can assist by running traces in the entiraistirarea (Arbil, Dohuk, Suleimaniya,
Kirkuk and Mosul). Save the Children will be abtefind the family if the minor is from
Kurdistan and has provided correct information atasior her background.

It was pointed out by a representative of the Phi it was important that returning children
were provided with documentation of schooling thay received in Norway.

Return with assistance from the International Organsation for Migration (IOM)

No one objected to programmes for voluntary retsuch as Norway has established in
cooperation with the IOM. However, the Deputy Mtersfor Humanitarian Aid and
Cooperation believed that the financial supporegito individuals should be substantially
larger than what Norway is donating. He also beltethat the IOM travel scheme should
take the person in question all the way home an@miy to Baghdad. It is also desirable that
the IOM informs the Kurdish authorities about weaeturning through their programme.

The Deputy Minister also stated that he would préfat organized return is arranged through
the UNHCR, and that agreements should be made eetthie Iragi authorities and countries
returning refugees as to the number returning Badmount of aid given in connection with
the return. He mentioned how such agreements hexdiibade in connection with persons
returning to Afghanistan.

The IOM representative in Erbil stated that eff@its being made to set up an agreement with
the Syrian authorities so that those who return osgySyria as a transit country instead of
Jordan. This would make it possible to avoid trivglthrough Baghdad. The representative
also stated that the organization has evacuatedfices in Mosul and Kirkuk due to the
security situation, and that only three employeesaveft in the office in Erbil.
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Documents - registries

The Ministry of the Interior (KRG) in Erbil stat¢dat all population registries, the Civil
Status Register, with information on births, mages, divorces and deaths in Kurdistan are
intact and are maintained by the Kurdish region#harities. The records containing
information on citizenship are also intact and detek to the 1920s.

There is no central population registry in IrageThgistries are found in the provinces and
include persons who belong in the province. Théstegs are paper-based. Both the PUK
and the KDP pledged they would make themselvedadlaifor the verification of personal
information in their respective areas. It was regsnded that inquiries be routed through
their representatives in Norway.

In cooperation with the Americans, a new natiodehtity card will be developed. It is

uncertain when the new card will be taken into ubdil further notice the current identity
cards are being issued.
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Sources

PUK's representative in Damascus

KDP's representative in Damascus

UNHCR's representative in Damascus

The Ministry of Humanitarian Aid and CooperatioikRG Erbil
The Travelling Department — KRG Erbil

The Ministry of Health and Social Affairs — KRG Hrb

The Khatuzeen Center for Social Action — Womenrgreein Erbil
The Ministry of Human Rights — KRG Erbil

IOM — Erbil

UNHCR - Erbil

Ministry of the Interior — Erbil

Ministry of Industry and Energy — KRG Erbil (Assgn representative)
PUK's representative in Erbil

Assyrian Democratic Movement — Erbil and Mosul

Kurdish Deputy Governor in Mosul

Ministry of Foreign Relations and Assistance — KR@eimaniya
Ministry of the Interior — KRG Suleimaniya

Kurdistan Islamic Union — Suleimaniya

ICRC — Suleimaniya

Cultural Center for Learning Women - Suleimaniya

Kurdistan Save the Children — Suleimaniya

The Women Information and Cultural Centre — Suleiiya

The Iragi Communist Party (Toilers Party) — Suleniga

The Kurdistan Communist Party — Suleimaniya

The security police in Suleimaniya

The ASUDA - the women's organization in Suleimaniya
Hawlati — independent newspaper

Qandil — Swedish aid organization

Norwegian People's Aid

Abbreviations

ADM the Assyrian Democratic Movement

CPA the Coalition Provisional Authority

ICRC the International Committee for the Red Cross
IOM the International Organisation for Migration
KDP the Kurdistan Democratic Party

KRG the Kurdistan Regional Government

PUK the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan

UNHCR the United Nations High Commissioner for Refas
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