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11 Between 1989 and 1996 the State Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC) negotiated ceasefires with 17 organised non-state
armed groups in addition to several minor breakaway militia forces. See International Crisis Group, “Myanmar: A New Peace
Initiative”, Asia Report No. 214, 30 November 2011.

12 Between 1989 and 1996 the State Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC) negotiated ceasefires with 17 organised non-state
armed groups in addition to several minor breakaway militia forces. See International Crisis Group, “Myanmar: A New Peace
Initiative”, Asia Report No. 214, 30 November 2011.

13 Reuters, “Myanmar says jets used against Kachin rebels”, 3 January 2013.
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14 The military-backed Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) won the majority of parliamentary seats up for contention

amidst international concern regarding restrictive electoral laws, voter intimidation and lack of impartial observers, drawing strong

criticism from the UN and various member states (UN General Assembly, Resolution adopted by the General Assembly [on the report

of the Third Committee (A/66/462/Add.3)], Situation of Human Rights in Myanmar, UN Doc. A/RES/66/230, 3 April 2012).
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16 International Crisis Group, “Reform in Myanmar: One Year On”, Asia Briefing No. 136, 11 April 2012.

17 “Govt, KNU sign ceasefire”, Myanmar Times, 16-22 January 2012; “KNU, Govt Reach Historic Agreement”, The Irrawaddy, 12

January 2012.

18 See Report of the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, UN Doc. A/67/383, 25 September 2012,
aragraph 45.

29 “]gBurF;na government, KNU agree to ceasefire code of conduct”, Mizzima News, 5 September 2012; KNU and “Govt need more time

to finalize ceasefire code of conduct”, Karen News, 7 September 2012.

20 KNU ¢ oo, j9581 630050300000 | q056503€ sacocdmaepdeditieant a3:20d safge: KNU o0 cobecBotypiode gélggioreaopad onegebscdel

RBieood oomsi0p8 socbetessreEapdgtiat sagssophiel cocomoppdgqebeng)tad gewnddaopdeacga’ epag:e [godgdood

21 UNHCR, “UNHCR concerned about welfare of Kachins sent back from China”, 10 September 2012,

http://www.unhcr.org.

22 See for instance, Human Rights Watch, “The Government Could Have Stopped This: Sectarian Violence and Ensuing Abuses in

Burma“s Arakan State”, 1 August 2012.
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26 Report of the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, UN Doc. A/67/383, 25 September 2012,
paragraph 47.
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28 UN Development Programme (UNDP), Myanmar Country Profile: Human Development Indicators, 2011.

29 UN Human Rights Council, Progress report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, UN Doc.
A/HRC/19/67, 7 March 2012, paragraph 47.
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31 See for instance: Vikram Nehru, “Myanmar's Five Economic Priorities”, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 23 April
2012, http://carnegieendowment.org.
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87 See Human Rights Watch, “Sold to be Soldiers”, 2007.
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89 In February 2012 the Committee on the Rights of the Child urged the government of Myanmar to “Require that a national
registration card or an original birth certificate be the minimum age verification criteria accepted by the armed forces and cease the
system of offering incentives to those enlisting new recruits” (Committee on the Rights of the Child, Concluding Observations on the
combined third and fourth report of Myanmar under the Convention on the Rights of the Child, UN Doc. CRC/C/MMR/CO/3-4, 14
March 2012, paragraph 82 (b)); in his 2011 annual report on children and armed conflict the UN Secretary-General noted concerns
regarding age verification (Report of the UN Secretary-General on children in armed conflict, UN Doc. A/65/820-S/2011/250, 23
April 2011, paragraph 116).
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92 UN General Assembly, Children and armed conflict, Report of the Secretary-General, UN Doc. A/66/782—S/2012/261, 26 April
2012.

93 Committee on the Rights of the Child, Concluding Observations on the combined third and fourth report of Myanmar under the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, UN Doc. CRC/C/MMR/CO/3-4, 14 March 2012, paragraphs 15 and 16.

94 Report of the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, UN Doc. A/67/383, 25 September 2012,
paragraph 52.

95 Simon Roughneen, “Head of HR Commission Rules Out Conflict-zone Inquiry”, The Irrawaddy, 15 February 2012,
http://reliefweb. int.
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98 In its April 2012 resolution the Human Rights Council expressed “concern that previous calls to end impunity have not been
heeded”. It renewed its call upon the government of Myanmar “to undertake, without delay and with appropriate attention from the
United Nations, a full, transparent and independent investigation into all reports of such violations, past and present, and to bring to
justice those responsible in order to end impunity for such acts” (UN Doc. A/HRC/RES/19/21, 26 April 2012, paragraphs 11(b) and 3
respectively).

99 Article 319 of the 2008 constitution states that only courts-martial “shall adjudicate Defence Services personnel”. Under this
unrestricted mandate, members of the military never have to appear before civilian courts, regardless of their crime. Article 294 of the
constitution declares that the courts-martial fall outside the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, so that the “highest court of the Union”
actually has no power over the military justice system.
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101 Children and armed conflict, Report of the Secretary-General, UN Doc. A/65/820-S/2011/250, 23 April 2011, paragraph 114.
102 1L0 $€ eogadeeda$ialn 5§ Joo ) 955 BaBomnco & g

103 The Secretary General“s 2012 report to the UN Security Council notes that the “ILO documented a total of 22 children arrested
and charged with desertion in 2011, of whom three were released and discharged from service” (UN General Assembly, Children and
armed conflict: Report of the Secretary-General, UN Doc. A/66/782—S/2012/261, 26 April 2012, paragraph 195).
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105 Wai Moe, “Border Guard Force Plan Leads to End of Ceasefire”, The Irrawaddy, 31 August 2009.

106 The nine transformed Border Guard Force groups were the following: the Karen Peace Force (KPF); the Lasang Awng Wa Peace
Group (LAWPG); the Karenni National People™s Liberation Front (KNPLF); the New Democratic Army-Kachin (NDA-K); the
Kachin Defence Army (KDA); the Kokang Region Provisional Leading Committee; two townships in Shan State-East (Mongton and
Mongyawng townships); SSA-N transformed two out of three brigades; and a Lahu militia unit (“BGF Developments,” Mizzima News,
available at: http://www.mizzima.com).

107 UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Briefing Note: UNHCR calls for access to Myanmar refugees, 4 September 2009.
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137 Security Council Working Group on children in armed conflict, Conclusions on children in armed conflict in Myanmar, UN Doc.
S/AC.51/2009/4, 28 October 2009.
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139 This responsibility is reflected in Security Council Resolutions 1612 (2005), 1882 (2009) and 1998 (2011).
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141 “Karen National Union/Karen National Liberation Army (KNU/KNLA) ... This party has sought to conclude an action plan with
the United Nations in line with Security Council resolutions 1539 (2004) and 1612 (2005), but the United Nations has been prevented
from doing so by the Government of Myanmar.” See: Annex I, Annual Report of the Secretary-General, Children and armed conflict,
UN Doc A/66/782-S/2012/261, 26 April 2012.
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143 Recent clashes between the two sides have taken place in the KNLA stronghold of Hpapun (Papun) township. See for instance:
“KNLA and government“s militia fight — four soldiers killed”, Karen News, 7 August 2012, http://karennews.org.
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146 UN General Assembly, Children and armed conflict, Report of the Secretary-General, UN Doc. A/66/782-S/2012/261, 26 April
2012, paragraph 70.
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