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The Government of Barbados has strengthened its legal 
framework by setting the minimum age for employment 
at 16.  Although Barbados does not appear to have 
a significant child labor problem, children are found 
to be victims of commercial sexual exploitation and 
social programs targeting these children appear to be 
insufficient.

Statistics on Working Children and School Attendance

Children Percent

Working Unavailable 

Attending School Unavailable 

Combining Work and School Unavailable 

Prevalence and Sectoral Distribution of the 
Worst Forms of Child Labor 

There have been some reports in Barbados that 
children are found in the worst forms of child labor,393 
namely as victims of commercial sexual exploitation.394

Laws and Regulations on the Worst Forms 
of Child Labor

The Employment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act sets 
the minimum age for employment at 16 for certain 
sectors including mines, quarries, manufacturing, 
maintenance, construction, and demolition work.395  
Other sectors, particularly agriculture, are not listed 
among the sectors where the minimum age regulations 
apply.396

The Employment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act also 
prohibits children under age 18 from engaging in any 
work likely to harm their safety, health, or morals.  
However, there is no reference to the types of work 
considered to be hazardous and likely to jeopardize the 
health, safety or morals of children.397  No information 
was identified to indicate such types of work were 
listed in other laws or regulations.
   
The Constitution prohibits forced and compulsory 
labor.398  Several other laws may be used protect c

C138, Minimum Age

C182, Worst Forms of Child Labor

CRC

CRC Optional Protocol on Armed 
Conflict No

CRC Optional Protocol on the Sale of 
Children, Child Prostitution, and Child 
Pornography

No

Palermo Protocol on Trafficking in 
Persons No

Minimum Age for Work 16

Minimum Age for Hazardous Work 18

Compulsory Education Age 16

Free Public Education Yes

children from trafficking and sexual exploitation.399  
The Offenses Against the Persons Act protects 
children under age 16 from being trafficked from 
Barbados to other places for employment.400  The 
same Act penalizes slavery including importing and 
exporting a person as a slave; however, it is not clear 
that this provision actually covers trafficking.401  The 
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Sexual Offences Act makes it a crime to take a person 
away or detain a person for sexual relations.402  The 
Protection of Children Act provides protection against 
pornography and makes it a crime to take or allow 
others to take indecent photographs of a child under 
18.403

In Barbados, volunteers for the Defense Force have to 
be at least age 18 to enlist, but may enlist earlier with 
parental consent.404

Institutional Mechanisms for Coordination 
and Enforcement

The Ministry of Labor and Social Security established 
a National Committee on Child Labor in February 
2004.405  The Committee has been coordinating 
resources and gathering expertise to facilitate an 
integrated approach to abolish child labor in the 
country.406

Child labor sub-committees were also created 
to strengthen interagency co-operation in the 
harmonization of legislation, the development of a 
survey instrument, and to implement educational and 
mass media program on child labor.407

The Child Care Board and the Ministry of Labor 
(MOL) are responsible for monitoring and 
investigating child labor cases.408  The MOL has 
11 inspectors to enforce possible violations of the 
Employment Act, including cases of child labor.409  
During recent years, there were no cases of child labor 
violations reported.410 

The Royal Barbados Police Force has the responsibility 
for taking the lead in investigating trafficking 
complaints. 411  During the reporting period, there 
were no investigations conducted or trafficking cases 
prosecuted.412

Government Policies on the Worst Forms of 
Child Labor

While the worst forms of child labor do not appear to 
be a significant problem in Barbados, the Government 
does not have a comprehensive policy framework 
to combat the worst forms of child labor, including 
commercial sexual exploitation of children.

The Government has recognized the need to conduct 
research and statistical analysis to obtain more detailed 
information on the worst forms of child labor. 413  
Moreover, the Government acknowledged specifically 
that commercial sexual exploitation of children is a 
concern although the full extent of the problem is 
unknown.414 

Social Programs to Eliminate or Prevent the 
Worst Forms of Child Labor 

During the reporting period, the Government worked 
with the International Office of Migration to conduct 
training programs to sensitize the police force on the 
issue of trafficking.415  However, there is no evidence of 
programs to provide services to child victims.

In June 2008, the Government launched a child labor 
media campaign involving print, radio and television 
ads to sensitize the public about child labor and its 
worst forms.416

The Government of Barbados participated in a 
regional child labor program through the ILO sub 
regional Office for the Caribbean. From 2001 to 2002, 
the project, funded by the Government of Canada, 
initiated a rapid assessment study on the worst forms of 
child labor to facilitate the identification of vulnerable 
groups and to collect general information on child 
labor, particularly the worst forms.417
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Based on the reporting above, the following actions would advance the reduction of the 
worst forms of child labor:

IN THE AREA OF LAWS AND REGULATIONS: 

Amend minimum age provisions of the Employment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act to include all sectors 
of economic activity, including agriculture.

Develop and adopt a list of occupations and activities considered hazardous and likely to jeopardize the 
health, safety, or morals of young persons.

Ensure that all children under age 18 are protected from trafficking.

IN THE AREA OF COORDINATION AND ENFORCEMENT:

Develop mechanisms to improve the number of investigation and prosecution of trafficking and 
commercial sexual exploitation offenders.

IN THE AREA OF POLICIES:

Conduct a comprehensive study to update and assess the nature and extent of the worst forms of child 
labor nationwide, especially trafficking and the commercial sexual exploitation of children.

Use the results of the study to develop a national plan of action to address the worst forms of child labor, 
particularly child trafficking and commercial sexual exploitation.

IN THE AREA OF PROGRAMS:

Develop programs to provide services to victims of child trafficking and commercial sexual exploitation.

393 Data provided in the chart at the beginning of this country 
report are not available from the data sources that are used 
by USDOL.  Reliable data on the worst forms of child labor 

illegal nature of the worst forms.  For more information on 

children, and other indicators used in this report, please see 
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