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Situation in East Tinor

Report of the Secretary-Genera

Addendum

Information subnitted by the Governnent of |ndonesia

By letter dated 12 February 1997, the Governnent of Indonesia
transmtted i nformati on about devel opnents in East Tinor and requested that it
be included in the report of the Secretary-Ceneral. Due to its late arriva
that information could not be included in the main report and is, therefore,
reproduced bel ow.

“I ntroduction

1. On 19 April 1996, the Chairnman of the fifty-second session of the
Commi ssi on on Human Rights read out a statenment agreed upon by consensus
on the situation of human rights in East Tinmor. It was the third tine
such a statenment was adopted in three consecutive years. The Governnent
of Indonesia, out of its strong conmtnent to fully cooperate with the
mai n United Nations human rights machinery, is pleased to provide the
Conmi ssion with information concerning initiatives and nmeasures taken by
the Governnent, as transpired fromthe statenent.
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M ssing persons in the Dili incident of 12 Novenber 1991

2. At the tinme that it was |last reported to the United Nations
Secretary-Ceneral the nunber of renmining mssing persons totalled 54.
As the Commi ssion may recall, in its previous statement on the question
t he I ndonesi an Governnment unequivocally stressed that 'one particul ar
problemin this matter is that many of those who were involved in the
vi ol ent denonstrations |eading to the incident have not cone forward or

have | eft the country clandestinely' . In this connection, some new
devel opnents which occurred in the last two years have given us sone
clear clues on those who were thus far still m ssing:

(a) Anmong t he East Tinorese youths who forced their way into
several enbassies in Jakarta and were subsequently given government
perm ssion to | eave the country for Portugal, scores of them have
admtted that they were involved in the 1991 Dili incident.

(b) A nunber of East Tinorese who succeeded in fleeing to
Australia by boat in May 1995, clearly admtted to taking part in the
1991 Dili incident. They fled the province with a group of fishermen
wi th whom they mngled follow ng the tragic incident.

(c) Some other followers of the anti-integrationist elenents who
ei ther surrendered or were caught alive by the security forces recently
confirmed their involvenment in the unfortunate incident. Evading arrest
and persecution, they decided to join the armed insurgents in the
jungles in the wake of the incident.

- Geroninmo (32) and his two acconplices, Angelina (21) and
Val ente (16), surrendered to the authorities in June 1996
and were immedi ately returned to their respective famlies.
Geroni nmo, who has a wife and two children, admitted that he
fled to the jungle together with his friends at the tinme of
the Dili incident on 12 Novenber 1991.

- Manuel Amaral (27), together with his two friends, Theofilo
de Yesus (36) and Manuel (27), were arrested by the security
forces in Decenber 1996 when their small arned unit tried to
anbush the government mlitary patrolling platoon. Manue
Amaral , who was shot in the leg in the ensuing skirmn sh
told the authorities that he fled to the jungle in 1992,
feeling that his Iife was in danger fromhis involvenment in
the Dili incident. He thanked the Governnent for the humane
treatment he received and for the chance accorded to himto
continue his studies at the University of East Tinor in
Dili.

- It remains the policy of the Governnent to grant ammesty to
menbers of the anti-integrationist group who surrendered to
the authorities voluntarily, and to return themto their
famlies.
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(d) A nunber of insurgents who were killed in skirm shes
with the security forces in 1996 were believed to be nmenbers of an
anti-integration group which fled Dili as a result of their involvenent
in the 1991 Dili incident.

(e) A nunber of suspects who were arrested for their invol venent
in violent riots at the tine when Bishop Belo arrived in Dili on
24 Decenber 1996 from Europe to receive his 1996 Nobel Peace Prize were
al so suspected to be directly involved in the 1991 tragic Dili incident.

Those facts represent solid grounds to believe that alnost all 54 people
reported as unaccounted for were either fleeing to the jungles and
joined the arned separatist group or mxed in with ordinary people. It
now seens to have becone futile for the Governnment of Indonesia to
continue the search for the m ssing persons.

Closer cooperation with the | CRC

3. To date, cooperation between the Governnent of I|ndonesia and the
I CRC has never been cl oser.

(a) The I CRC representatives were given full authority to
performtheir regular visits to all East Tinorese under custody and to
those serving their terms in jail, including the jailed Xanana Gusmao at
Ci pinang prison in Jakarta. The last visits of the ICRC representatives
took place between 19 and 22 August 1996 and 25 Novenber to
2 Decenber 1996.

(b) The I CRC representatives were also granted free access to
people they wanted to neet during their visits both in East Tinmor and in
ot her parts of Indonesia.

(c) The continued assi stance given by the ICRC to further
i nprove the living conditions of the prisoners and the sanitation in
several prisons is appreciated.

(d) Since 1979, the ICRC has been playing its part in the
repatriation progranme involving the reunification of East Tinorese from
the province with their relatives in Portugal and other countries, and
those living abroad, especially in Portugal, with their relatives in
East Ti nor.

(e) Begi nning in 1994, the East Tinor provincial governnment, the
Nati onal Red Cross Society and the ICRC, as well as the armed forces,
| aunched a joint humanitarian programre to assist the needy. Under the
programe, 44 clean water supply facilities were devel oped in
6 regencies.

(f) The 1 CRC played a facilitating role in the departure and
travel of nore than 100 East Tinorese youths to Portugal after their bid
for political asylumwas turned down by several enbassies in Jakarta in
the last two years.
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(9) Al t hough they were unsuccessful, the Government paid tribute
to the ICRCs internediary efforts to free 13 nenbers of a scientific
research expedition who were held hostage by a group of separati st
terrorists in Irian Jaya in 1996.

(h) In a rare situation, the ICRC Ofice in Dili, East Tinor,
handed over a fugitive who sought refuge on the I CRC prenm ses and was
wanted by the police as one of the suspects in the brutal killing of an

of f-duty soldier during a wel com ng cerenony for the Bishop of Dili,
Monsi gnor Bel o, 1996 Nobel Peace | aureate, on 24 Decenber 1996.

Access to East Tinor

5. Believing that 'seeing is believing , the Government wel cones and
encourages nore and nore visitors to visit the province. Yet, such
openness has in several cases been abused by sone visitors who | and on
the island with an a priori perception and produce bi ased and unbal anced
reports.

The province is as a matter of policy open to foreign tourists.
The facts have shown that freelance witers or journalists passing as
tourists are pouring into East Tinor to fish for spurious information
which they then sell as a cormmpdity to the international public. Human
rights have beconme a thriving industry for them Their presence on the
island, if it beconmes known to | ocal hatred nongers and conflict
entrepreneurs, will be exploited to the latters’ advantage. Then a
pattern of nutuality of interest becomes established between them The
foreign journalist posing as a tourist who is found to be breaking the
nati onal established code of journalistic work is subject to
deportation. This, of course, discredits the genuine desire
denonstrated by the host country and does a disservice to the people in
t he province who have | ong been yearning for peace and harnony.

Al nost no single nonth throughout the year has passed w thout some
programe of visits for foreign visitors as shown in the following list:

(i) Manuel Macedo, Chairman of the Portugal -1 ndonesia Friendship
Association (PIFA), 5-7 April 1996

(ii) Sra. Marinella Castagno, Head of the World Sal esian
Congregation Order 'Filhas de Maria Auxiliadora' (FMd),
24-30 April 1996

(iii) M. Hans-Josef Thesen, Senior O ficer of the Mnistry for
Econom ¢ Cooperation of Germany, 16-24 May 1996.

(iv) United States Senator C ai borne Pell (D-Rhode Island),
30 May - 1 June 1996

(v) M. Leslie Janes, Deputy Director of the Southeast Asia
Di vi sion, Foreign Mnistry, Canada, 31 May - 5 June 1996.
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H E. M. Uula Uuoc Samana, Pernmanent Representative of
Papua New Guinea to the United Nations in New York and

Vi ce- Chai rman of the United Nations Special Comrittee on
Decol oni zation, in his personal capacity, 19-20 July 1996.

M. Brian Atwood, USAID Adm nistrator, 28-29 June 1996.

A nunber of foreign journalists including Jereny Wagst aff
(Reuters), Janmes Edward della G acoma (AFP), M chel Bret
Maher and David John Henry (ABC); Patrick John Reynell
Walters (The Australian), Jose Sarni Ccanpo (Reuters), Nobuo
Fukuda (Asahi Shinbun), Philip W Senon (New York Tines),
Davi d Jenkins (Sidney Mrning Herald), Ivan Lopes de Goody
(Brazil), several Portuguese journalists, Adrian Bradsaw and
Jurgen Krenb (Gernmany).

Al ex Townsend, an officer of USAID, end of first week of
July 1996.

Two Portuguese scholars, first week of July 1996.

Dr. Abilio Araujo and Prof. Dr. Antonio Colaco, menbers of
t he Portuguese Acadeni cian G oup, 6-8 August 1996.

Cardi nal Edward C ancy, head of the Catholic Church in
Australia, 9-18 August 1996.

M. L. B. Labuschange, Senior O ficer of the South African
M nistry of Foreign Affairs, 15-17 August 1996.

M. Gover Rees and M. Robert Hathaway, United States House
of Representatives, International Relations Conmmttee,
11-13 COct ober 1996.

Ambassador Sal ly Shelton, USAID headquarters in Washi ngton,
24-25 Cct ober 1996.

Dr. Thomas G aser, Deputy Director of the Federal Foreign
M ni stry of Germany, 25-27 Novenber 1996.

Prof. Dr. Luis Felipe Thomas, Portuguese historian,
14- 18 Decemnber 1996.

A Brazilian parliamentary del egation | ed by

Deputy Aracely de Paula and Senator Antonio Carl os
Val adares, Deputy Pedro Val adares, Deputy Feu and
M. Wellington Franco de diveira as nenbers,

16- 17 December 1996.

Ms. Judith Sefi Attah, Mnister for Wonen’s Rol e and Soci al
Wel fare of Nigeria, Chairman of the forty-sixth session of

t he Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities, 17-18 Decenber 1996.
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(xx) M. Patrick Kennedy, United States Congressman
(D-Rhode Island), 23-24 Decenber 1996

(xxi) M. Frank R Wbl f, United States Congressman (R-Virginia)
with two nmenbers of his staff, M. Charles Wite and
M. WIlliam Gray, 12-14 January 1997.

(xxii) Anmbassadors and representatives of various enbassies and
i nternational organi zations accredited to Indonesi a,
t hroughout the year 1996

(xxiii) Some foreign correspondents based in Jakarta, throughout the
year 1996.

Cooperation with the United Nations human rights nechani sns

6. The Government of Indonesia is fully commtted to cooperating with
the United Nations human rights mechani sms. Therefore, it has al ways
replied to conmuni cations concerning the allegations of human rights

vi ol ati ons addressed to it, be they fromthe thematic speci al
rapporteurs, working groups or other mechanisnms, including urgent
appeal s under the 1503 procedure.

7. In the course of the visit of M. José Ayal a Lasso,

United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights, to Indonesia,

from 2-7 Decenber 1995, several agreenents in principle were reached

bet ween the Covernnent of Indonesia and the High Commi ssion, with a view
to enhanci ng technical cooperation in the field of human rights. Both
parties agreed, inter alia, to upgrade the current nmenorandum of intent
so that it can becone a nore practical menorandum of understandi ng on
techni cal cooperation in the field of human rights. In this context, it
was al so provisionally agreed to ook into the possibility of the

Hi gh Comm ssi oner assigning a programre officer to the UNDP office in
Jakarta in order to follow up the inplenentation of the technica
cooperation agreenent. Talks on the MOU are at present entering their
final stage, particularly with regard to the nodalities and terns of
reference governing the appoi ntnment of the programe officer

Recent devel opnents in East Tinor

Measures to inprove fundanental human rights

8. The I ndonesi an Governnment firmy believes that sustainable

devel opnent is the only viable neans of pronmoting the fundamental rights
of the people, namely the rights to adequate food, housing, jobs, health
and education, of which they have been deprived for nore than 400 years

under the colonial rule.

(a) Thanks to the Governnent’s vigorous devel opnent progranmes,
t he East Tinor province has booked an annual economic growh rate of
10 per cent - much higher than the average 6.8 per cent growth
regi stered by the other 26 Indonesian provinces. |In fact, the
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province's per capita incone has increased fromUS$ 34.20 in the
m d- 1970s to US$ 265.50 at present, i.e. eightfold.

(b) Houses, hospitals and schools now exist, in sharp and
telling contrast to centuries of Portuguese neglect. Under the
Portuguese yoke, East Tinmor had only 2 hospitals and 14 clinics. Today,
there are 11 hospitals and 332 village health centres, and they continue
to increase. In regard to the schools, there were only 47 el enentary
schools, 2 junior high schools and 1 senior high school when Portuga
abandoned East Tinmor. Today, every East Tinorese child attends school
There are 715 el enentary schools, 114 junior high schools, 58 senior
hi gh school s and 4 centres of higher education, including the University
of East Tinmor. Wth the cooperation of the United States Agency for
I nternational Devel opnent, 2 professors from Georgetown University are
now teaching at the University of East Tinor.

(c) The province has also dramatically inproved its
economi c infrastructure since 1991 when the province received sone
US$ 199 mllion in governnent grants, alnobst one hundred tinmes nore than
the average yearly devel opnent expenditure for East Tinmor during the
final years of Portuguese rule.

(d) The busi ness volunme of 73 village cooperative units
in the province in 1996 reached a value of Rp. 21,013,504, 000
(US$ 8.9 million).

(e) On 16 Cctober 1996, President Soeharto inaugurated severa
devel opnent projects worth US$ 45 million, covering paved roads, bridges
and irrigation to further boost the econony of the province. Thousands
of hectares of land are now arable through technical irrigation systens.

(f) As is the case in many provinces in |Indonesia, unenploynent
among the East Tinorese youth remains a problemwhich still needs to be
addressed. In this regard, in the last five years, a total of
1,506 young East Tinorese have been enployed in the business sector in
10 ot her provinces in Indonesia, nanmely South, West, Central and East
Kal i mant an, Jambi, Ri au, Lanpung, South Sumatra, South Sul awesi and
Mal uku. They have been recruited through an interprovincial manpower
distribution programme to take up jobs in those provinces. On
20 Septenber 1996, the East Tinor provincial admnistration sent off one
t housand personnel to Central Java to follow an orientation course for
new civil service recruitnment. East Tinor is the only Indonesian
provi nce where the Governnent has been inducting people into the civi
service on such a large scale. A total of 75 East Tinorese young people
signed working contracts with 5 tinber conpanies in Ml uku on
16 January 1997, after conpleting a three-nonth occupational training
course in Anmbon. Donestic investnment projects in East Tinor which were
approved by the Governnent in 1996 conprise 12 projects with a tota
i nvestment val ue of Rp. 270,715 billion or about US$ 142 million. The
i ndustrial sector ranks first, followed by transportation, services,
fishing, industrial and construction sectors. Meanwhile, foreign
i nvestment projects valued at Rp. 29,240 billion or about US$ 15 mllion
will be operating in the services sector. These projects are expected
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to hel p conbat unenploynent in the province. By Presidential Decree

No. 65/1984, 285 former nenbers of the Portuguese colonial mlitary
forces (Iropas), who later on fought for the integration with Indonesia,
were granted the status of government civil servants after undergoing an
adm ni strative process. They are now serving with the Provincial

Admi ni stration.

(9) I ndonesia’ s constitutional conmtnent to freedom of worship
for all religions throughout the province is fully upheld.

(a) The nunber of new churches in the province has risen
to over 800, from 100 in 1974, and the percentage of Catholics
rose fromjust over 27 per cent in 1972 to over 92 per cent by
1994. During his last visit to the province on 15 Cct ober 1996,
Presi dent Soeharto inaugurated the giant statue of Christ the
King, at Fatucama Hill, 7 kmeast of Dili. Bishop Belo blessed
the statue on 24 Novenber 1996. The bl essing, attended by 25, 000
peopl e, was covered by dozens of local and foreign journalists.
In his blessing, the Bishop called for no nore denonstrations.
The statue is the second highest statue of Christ in the world
after the faned statue above Rio de Janeiro in Brazil. The
27 mhigh statue synbolizes East Tinor as the country’s
27t h province.

(b) To serve the interest of the increasing nunmber of
Cat holics, Pope John Paul Il ordained Basilio do Nascimento in
the Vatican on 6 January 1997 as the new Bi shop of Baucau
East Tinor, which has a popul ati on of 200, 000 Catholi cs.
Bi shop do Nasci nento, who was born in East Tinor, received his
t heol ogi cal education in Portugal and France. Baucau Di ocese wil |l
al so oversee the regencies of Manatuto, Viqueque and Lautem

(c) | mbued with the high spirit of religious tolerance,
Bi shop Bel o attended a fast-breaking gathering during Ramadhan in
Dili, on 2 February 1997, together with the Chairman of the
East Ti nor Indonesian U emas Council, H Abdullah Sagaan, and the

Regi onal Mlitary Commander, Major General H A Rivai

9. By the sanme token, the Indonesian Government is also fully
conmitted to the pronotion of the individual rights of the
East Ti norese

(a) The Governnent gives strong support to the activities of the
I ndonesi an National Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts branch office in Dili in
order to nmonitor the human rights situation, and enhance the pronotion
and protection of human rights of the people in the province. Ofers
fromcertain countries to give assistance to the Dili office so that it
can function nore efficiently and effectively deserve appreciation

(b) In preparation for the May 1997 general elections to el ect
menbers of the national and | ocal House of Representatives,
450, 772 people in East Tinmor have been registered as eligible voters by
the Voters Registration Conmttee. It will be the sixth nationa
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general election in which the East Tinorese participate since the
majority of them expressed the wish to integrate with Indonesia in 1976.
It is confirmed that the Bishop of Dili, Carlos Filipe Xinmenes Bel o, has
been officially registered on the electoral roll of Bidau Lecidere,

East Ti nor regency.

(c) On humanitarian considerations, the Government of |ndonesia
gave free passage to East Tinorese youths who had tried to seek asylum
at several enbassies in Jakarta in the last two years, allowing themto
| eave the country for Portugal. Mention should be nmade of the fact that
there were no valid grounds whatsoever to support their request for
political asylum as these youths were not being persecuted by any
authorities of the Governnent of Indonesia. |In fact, the Governnent
does not even have any files on them That their request for politica
asyl um was groundl ess was enphasi zed by the reaction of the enbassies
into which they entered forcibly, all of which rejected the
East Ti norese yout hs’ request.

(d) The Governnent supported the establishnment of a fact-finding
m ssi on on Portuguese atrocities during the colonial rule by the

Nati onal Commi ssion on Human Rights and the Dili 'Trisula Legal Aid
Foundation in 1996. The teamwould also look into the plight of confort
worren (Jugun lanfu) during World War I1. According to the teanis

initial report, there are at |east 500 East Tinorese confort wonen now
living in the sub-districts of Ambeno, Bobonaro and Li quisa.

(e) It is a well-known policy on the part of the Government to
desist fromusing | ethal weapons and excessive force in dealing with
denmonstrations and riots. The power to disperse and handl e
denonstrators and rioters is solely invested in the State police and no
| onger rests with the security forces.

- The year 1996 has been characterized by no fatalities and
not a single shot was fired by the | aw enforcenent officers
when they were called in to control the denobnstrations.

- In line with that policy, the Catholic Church entrusted the
Catholic youths with the task of organi zing and keeping the
wel com ng cerenony for the 1996 Peace Nobel Laureate,

Bi shop Bel o, on 24 Decenber 1996, in order. But regrettably
a group of irresponsible youths started a violent riot which
resulted in the tragic death of one off-duty soldier and in
11 bystanders being injured. Again, observing a high degree
of self-restraint the police apparatus handl ed the case with
great care not to be provoked by the culprits to react
excessivel y.

- That kind of reaction was expected by the latter whose only
intention is to create trouble, hatred and tensions anong
people and, ultimately, to besmrch the good nanme of the
Governnment of Indonesia. The Bishop of Dili, Carlos Filipe
Xi menes Bel o, not only expressed deep regret but also
condemmed the brutal incident that killed Arny Corpora
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Al fredo Liga dos Santos, and sent his condol ences to the
bereaved famly. Clenentino dos Reis Amaral, a nenber of
the National Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion and a native

of East Tinor, said in Dili that the brutal killing of
Corporal dos Santos was a glaring violation of human rights.

The nmilitary role in socio-econonic devel opnent

10. The role of the arned forces in socio-econonic devel opnent

t hroughout the country shoul d be understood proportionally and shoul d
not be underestimated. The arned forces enphasize that territoria
operations or civic mssions are a conbination of efforts by the
mlitary, governnment agencies and the |ocal population. These ni ssions,
covering all 27 provinces including East Tinmor, are conducted routinely
to inprove the overall conditions of the rural areas. |In East Tinor, as
in all the other provinces, the objective of the mlitary civic mssion
is first and forenpst to conbat poverty and underdevel opment as well as
to serve and protect the people. 1In a unique situation, not found in

ot her countries, nmenbers of the arned forces actively participate in
joint famly planning and health canpaigns to pronote the people’s
quality of Iife and public welfare through the National Polio

I muni zati on Week. The schene hel ps decrease the nortality rate and
increase the |ife expectancy of the people. Developnent projects within
the framework of the military civic mssion are open to foreign visitors
so that they can understand the m ssions and neasures carried out by the
armed forces.”



