
1

DECREE No. 104/1998/ND-CP OF DECEMBER 31, 1998 DETAILING AND GUIDING
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE LAW ON VIETNAMESE NATIONALITY

THE GOVERNMENT

Pursuant to the Law on Organization of the Government of September 30, 1992;

Pursuant to Law No. 07/1998/QH10 on Vietnamese Nationality of May 20, 1998;

At the proposal of the Minister of Justice,

DECREES:

Chapter I

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1.- Application scope:

This Decree details and guides the implementation of a number of Articles of the Law on
Vietnamese Nationality and prescribes the procedures and order for settlement of applications
for naturalization in Vietnam, Vietnamese nationality restoration or relinquishment, the
granting of certificates of Vietnamese nationality, certificates of Vietnamese nationality loss
and the annulment of decisions on granting or deprivation of Vietnamese nationality.

Article 2.- The responsibilities of the Ministry of Justice regarding nationality

The Ministry of Justice shall assist the Government in performing the State management over
Vietnamese nationality and have the following tasks and powers:

1. To elaborate and submit to the competent State agency(ies) for promulgation legal
documents on Vietnamese nationality and promulgate according to its own competence
documents guiding the implementation thereof;

2. To guide the People’s Committees of the provinces and centrally-run cities (hereafter
referred to collectively as the provincial People’s Committees), coordinate with the Ministry
for Foreign Affairs and through which to guide the Vietnamese diplomatic representations and
consular offices abroad (hereafter referred to as the Vietnamese diplomatic missions and
consular offices) in handling the Vietnamese nationality-related matters;

3. To organize and direct the popularization and education of the legislation on Vietnamese
nationality;

4. To conduct the State statistics on Vietnamese nationality;

5. To issue and uniformly manage the forms of papers and books regarding Vietnamese
nationality;

6. To inspect, examine and settle according to its competence complaints and denunciations
related to the settlement of Vietnamese nationality matters;

7. To coordinate with the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in proposing the signing of
international treaties on nationality or in relation to nationality; undertake international
cooperation in the field of nationality.

Article 3.- The responsibilities of the ministries, ministerial-level agencies and the agencies
attached to the Government regarding nationality

1. The ministries, ministerial-level agencies and the agencies attached to the Government
shall, within their respective tasks and powers, have to coordinate with the Ministry of Justice
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in performing tasks and powers regarding Vietnamese nationality in accordance with the
provisions of this Decree and other provisions of law.

2. The Ministry for Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Public Security shall have to direct
and guide their attached agencies in settling Vietnamese nationality-related matters according
to the procedures and order prescribed in this Decree.

Article 4.- The responsibilities of the provincial People’s Committees and the Vietnamese
diplomatic missions and consular offices regarding nationality 

1. The provincial People’s Committees shall have to receive, process and propose the
settlement of applications for naturalization in Vietnam, Vietnamese nationality restoration or
relinquishment; consider and grant the certificates of Vietnamese nationality and certificates
of Vietnamese nationality loss; consider and propose the annulment of decisions on granting
or deprivation of Vietnamese nationality.

The provincial/municipal Justice Services shall assist the provincial People’s Committees in
performing the functions and tasks stipulated in this Clause.

2. The Vietnamese diplomatic missions and consular offices shall have to receive, process and
propose the settlement of applications for Vietnamese nationality restoration or
relinquishment; consider and grant the certificates of Vietnamese nationality and certificates
of Vietnamese nationality loss; consider and propose the annulment of decisions on granting
or deprivation of Vietnamese nationality.

The Vietnamese diplomatic missions and consular offices shall have to receive, process and
propose the settlement of applications for naturalization in Vietnam in particular cases
specified in Point b, Clause 1, Article 9 of this Decree.

Article 5.- The validity of papers issued or certified by foreign agencies

The papers enclosed with the applications for settlement of Vietnamese nationality-related
matters, which have been issued or certified by foreign competent agencies, must be legalized
by consular procedures; papers in foreign language(s) must be translated into Vietnamese. The
translations must be notarized according to provisions of Vietnamese law.

Article 6.- Filing of dossiers and payment of fee(s)

1. Persons applying for the granting, restoration or relinquishment of Vietnamese nationality,
for certificates of Vietnamese nationality or certificates of Vietnamese nationality loss, who
reside in the country, shall file their dossiers at the Justice Service of the provinces or cities
where they reside; if they reside abroad, they shall file their dossiers at the Vietnamese
diplomatic mission or consular office in charge of the territory where they reside.

2. When filing dossiers applying for settlement of Vietnamese nationality-related matters as
specified in Clause 1 of this Article, applicants shall have to pay fee(s). The levels,
management and use of fees shall be jointly stipulated by the Minister of Finance, the
Minister of Justice and the Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Persons applying for naturalization or restoration of Vietnamese nationality, who have done
meritorious services to the cause of building and defending the Vietnamese fatherland or are
helpful to the economic, social or scientific development or national defense and security of
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, shall be exempt from the fee(s).

Article 7.- Application of international treaties
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In cases where an international treaty which the Socialist Republic of Vietnam has signed or
acceded to contains provisions different from those of this Decree, the provisions of such
treaty shall apply.

Chapter II

THE PROCEDURES AND ORDER FOR SETTLING VIETNAMESE NATIONALITY-
RELATED MATTERS

Section 1. NATURALIZATION IN VIETNAM

Article 8.- Dossiers applying for naturalization in Vietnam

1. Foreigners who apply for Vietnamese nationality shall have to make applications according
to the form set by the Ministry of Justice. Enclosed with an application for naturalization in
Vietnam must be the following papers:

a) The copy(ies) of the applicant’s birth certificate or other papers of substitute value,
including those of his/her minor children, in cases where the application is made also for such
children;

b) The curriculum vitae made according to the form set by the Ministry of Justice;

c) The judicial background certificate issued by the Vietnamese competent agency in the
locality where the applicant resides; in cases where the applicant does not reside in Vietnam,
the certificate of the judicial background issued by the competent agency of the country of
which the applicant is a citizen or where the applicant resides, shall be required;

d) The certificate of Vietnamese language acquisition, including knowledge of Vietnamese
culture, history and law as prescribed by the Ministry of Education and Training and the
Ministry of Justice;

e) The paper certifying the continuous period of residence in Vietnam issued by the People’s
Committee of the commune, ward or township (hereafter referred to as the commune People’s
Committee) where the applicant resides; if the applicant has previously resided in other
localities, the papers certifying such previous residence period issued by the commune
People’s Committees of such localities are also required;

f) The paper certifying the domicile, occupation, lawful income or property status in Vietnam
issued by the People’s Committee of the commune where the applicant resides;

g) The written commitment to relinquish foreign nationality (if any) when he/she is
naturalized in Vietnam.

For case of automatic loss of foreign nationality upon the naturalization in Vietnam, the
above-said written commitment shall be substituted by a paper of the diplomatic mission or
consular office of the country, of which the applicant is a citizen, certifying that such
country’s law stipulates the automatic nationality loss in this case.

In special cases where persons applying for naturalization in Vietnam wish to retain their
foreign nationality(ies) in accordance with Clause 3, Article 20 of the Law on Vietnamese
Nationality, they shall not have to submit the paper prescribed in this Point, but shall have to
make applications for retention of their foreign nationality(ies) according to the form set by
the Ministry of Justice, which clearly state the reason(s) for retention of foreign
nationality(ies) and commitment that such foreign nationality retention shall not hinder the
performance of basic rights and obligations of Vietnam citizens.
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2. Applicants for naturalization in Vietnam must have Vietnamese proper names; and such
Vietnamese names must be clearly written in their applications for naturalization in Vietnam.

3. Each application for naturalization in Vietnam and papers enclosed therewith of a foreigner
residing in Vietnam must be made in 4 dossier sets; for a foreigner who does not reside in
Vietnam but falls within the exceptional cases specified in Point b, Clause 1, Article 9 of this
Decree, such an application and enclosed papers shall be made only in 3 dossier sets.

Article 9.- Exemption or reduction of conditions for naturalization in Vietnam

1. The exemption or reduction of a number of conditions for naturalization in Vietnam is
stipulated as follows:

a) Persons whose spouses, parents or children are Vietnamese citizens; and those who have
been awarded orders, medals and/or other honorable titles by the State of the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam, the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South
Vietnam, the State of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam or have made outstanding
contributions to the cause of building and defending the Vietnamese fatherland, shall be
entitled to 2-year reduction of the required length of continuous residence in Vietnam and
exempt from conditions regarding the Vietnamese language knowledge and ability to ensure
their living in Vietnam.

b) In particular cases where the naturalization in Vietnam of foreigners is especially beneficial
to the economic, social and/or scientific development and/or national defense and security of
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, such foreigners shall be exempt from conditions regarding
the length of their residence in Vietnam, Vietnamese language knowledge and ability to
ensure living in Vietnam.

2. Persons who are entitled to exemption or reduction of conditions for naturalization in
Vietnam as stipulated in Clause 1 of this Article shall not have to submit corresponding papers
prescribed in Clause 1, Article 8 of this Decree, but have to produce papers to prove the
eligible conditions as stipulated in Clause 1 of this Article.

Article 10.- The procedures and order for settlement at the provincial level

1. Within 4 months after the provincial/municipal Justice Services receive complete and valid
dossiers, the provincial People’s Committees shall have to direct the Justice Services in
verifying the dossiers, then submitting them to the provincial People’s Committees for
consideration and conclusion, and request the Ministry of Justice to settle such dossiers.

2. The order for settling the dossiers is stipulated as follows:

a) Within 07 days after receiving a complete and valid dossier and collecting fee(s), the
provincial/municipal Justice Service shall send a written request to the Police of the same
level (hereafter referred to as the provincial Police), together with 01 dossier set for personal
status verification.

b) Within 30 subsequent days, the provincial/municipal Justice Service shall have to verify
the dossier, compare the applicant’s statements, certifications and papers with the conditions
for naturalization in Vietnam.

In cases where it deems necessary to make additional verification of actual conditions of the
applicant for naturalization in Vietnam (such as his/her capacity for acts, the length of his/her
residence in Vietnam, the capability to ensure living in Vietnam or Vietnamese language
knowledge), the Justice Service shall coordinate with the specialized agencies in conducting
such verification.
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c) Within 60 days for the provincial Police and 30 days for other specialized agencies after
receiving the provincial/municipal Justice Service’s request, such agencies shall have to
conduct the verification according to their respective specialized functions and reply the
Justice Service in writing.

d) Right after receiving the results of the verification by the provincial Police and other
specialized agencies, the Justice Service shall draft and submit to the president of the
provincial People’s Committee for consideration, conclusion and signing a written settlement
request, which shall be forwarded to the Ministry of Justice together with 02 sets of the
applicant’s dossier applying for naturalization in Vietnam.

3. In cases where the president of the provincial People’s Committee concludes that the
applicant is unqualified for naturalization in Vietnam, the Justice Service shall have to notify
in writing the applicant thereof; if the applicant disagrees with such conclusion, he/she shall
be entitled to lodge a complaint according to law.

Article 11.- The procedures and order for settlement at Vietnamese diplomatic missions and
consular offices

1. Within 03 months after receiving a complete and valid dossier and collecting fee for
particular cases specified in Point b, Clause 1, Article 9 of this Decree, a Vietnamese
diplomatic mission or consular office shall have to consider and verify the dossier, compare
the statements, certifications and papers of the applicant with the conditions for naturalization
in Vietnam, then make and send written conclusion and request for settlement of the dossier
applying for naturalization in Vietnam to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs before being
forwarded to the Ministry of Justice together with 02 sets of the applicant’s dossier applying
for naturalization in Vietnam.

2. In cases where it concludes that the applicant is unqualified for naturalization in Vietnam,
the Vietnamese diplomatic mission or consular office shall notify in writing the applicant
thereof; if the applicant disagrees with such conclusion, he/she shall be entitled to lodge a
complaint according to law.

Article 12.- The procedures and order for settlement at the central level

Within 30 days after receiving a written request of a provincial People’s Committee or a
Vietnamese diplomatic mission or consular office, the Ministry of Justice shall have to re-
examine the dossier and if it finds that the dossier is complete and the applicant is fully
qualified for naturalization in Vietnam as prescribed by law, it shall submit a written report to
the Prime Minister to get the latter’s authorization to sign the report to the State President for
consideration and decision.

In cases where it deems that the dossier is incomplete or contains matters that need to be
clarified, the Ministry of Justice shall request in writing the provincial People’s Committee or,
through the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, the Vietnamese diplomatic mission or consular
office to complete the dossier or make the additional verification. For such cases, the above-
said time limit shall be 75 days.

Within 30 days after receiving the Ministry of Justice’s request, the provincial People’s
Committee, the Vietnamese diplomatic mission or consular office shall complete the dossier
or clarify the requested matters and reply the Ministry of Justice in writing.

2. Right after getting the Prime Minister’s authorization, the Ministry of Justice shall have to
notify the provincial People’s Committee or the Vietnamese diplomatic mission or consular
office of the completion of the dossier applying for the naturalization in Vietnam by the
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applicant. In cases of necessity, the provincial People’s Committee or the Vietnamese
diplomatic mission or consular office shall issue the naturalization applicant a paper
certifying the dossier completion, so that the latter can fill in the procedures for
relinquishment of his/her foreign nationality.

3. Within 07 days after getting the Prime Minister’s authorization, or in cases of necessity,
after receiving the certificate of relinquishment of foreign nationality of the applicant, the
Ministry of Justice shall have to complete the dossier; the Minister of Justice shall, under the
Prime Minister’s authorization, sign a report to the State President for consideration and
decision, together with 01 set of the applicant’s dossier applying for naturalization in
Vietnam. For special cases where the applicant wishes to retain his/her foreign nationality, the
report must clearly state such wish.

If the applicant is naturalized in Vietnam, the State President’s decision shall write his/her
Vietnamese name.

Section 2. VIETNAMESE NATIONALITY RESTORATION

Article 13.- Dossiers applying for Vietnamese nationality restoration

1. Persons applying for Vietnamese nationality restoration shall make applications according
to form set by the Ministry of Justice. Enclosed with an application for Vietnamese nationality
restoration must be the following papers:

a) The curriculum vitae made according to the form set by the Ministry of Justice;

b) The judicial background certificate issued by the competent agency of the country of which
the applicant is a citizen or a resident;

c) The paper or document proving that the applicant once held the Vietnamese nationality.

2. Apart from the papers prescribed in Clause 1 of this Article, the applicant shall also have to
submit one of the following papers:

a) The paper of the Vietnamese diplomatic mission, consular office or the Commission for
Overseas Vietnamese certifying that the applicant has filed an application for repatriation to
Vietnam;

b) The paper or document proving that the applicant’s spouse, offspring, father or mother is a
Vietnamese citizen;

c) The paper or document proving that the applicant was awarded orders, medals and/or other
honorable titles by the State of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, the Provisional
Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Vietnam, the State of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam, or certifying that the applicant has done meritorious services to the
cause of building and defending the Vietnamese fatherland;

d) The paper or document proving that the restoration of the applicant’s Vietnamese
nationality shall be beneficial to the economic, social and/or scientific development or
national defense and security of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam.

3. The persons applying for Vietnamese nationality restoration shall have to resume their
previous Vietnamese names and clearly write them on the applications for Vietnamese
nationality restoration; if they wish to change their names, they must clearly state the
reason(s) therefor.
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4. An application for Vietnamese nationality restoration and the papers enclosed therewith of
a person residing in Vietnam must be made in 4 dossier sets; in cases where the applicant
resides abroad, his/her application and enclosed papers must be made in 3 dossier sets.

Article 14.- The procedures and order for settlement at the provincial level

1. Within 2 months after the provincial/municipal Justice Service receives a complete and
valid dossier, the provincial People’s Committee shall have to direct the Justice Service in
verifying the dossier, then submitting it to the former for consideration, conclusion and
requesting the Ministry of Justice to settle such dossier.

2. The order for settling dossiers is stipulated as follows:

a) Within 07 days after receiving a complete and valid dossier and collecting the fee(s), the
provincial/municipal Justice Service shall send a written request to the provincial Police
together with 01 dossier set for personal status verification.

b) Within 15 subsequent days, the provincial/municipal Justice Service shall have to verify
the dossier, compare the statements, certifications and papers of the applicant with the
conditions for Vietnamese nationality restoration.

In cases where it deems necessary to make an additional verification of actual conditions of
the person applying for Vietnamese nationality restoration (such as his/her repatriation,
relationship with Vietnamese citizens, meritorious services or ability to contribute to the cause
of building and defending the Vietnamese fatherland), the provincial/municipal Justice
Service shall coordinate with the specialized agencies in conducting such verification.

c) Within 30 days after receiving the provincial/municipal Justice Service’s requests, the
provincial Police and other specialized agencies shall have to conduct the verification
according to their respective specialized functions and reply the provincial/municipal Justice
Service in writing.

d) Right after receiving the verification results from the provincial Police and other
specialized agencies, the Justice Service shall draft and submit to the President of the
provincial People’s Committee for consideration, conclusion and signing a written request,
which shall be sent to the Ministry of Justice together with 02 sets of the applicant’s dossier
applying for Vietnamese nationality restoration.

3. In cases where the president of the provincial People’s Committee concludes that the
applicant is unqualified for Vietnamese nationality restoration, the provincial/municipal
Justice Service shall notify in writing the applicant thereof; if the applicant disagrees with
such conclusion, he/she shall be entitled to lodge a complaint according to law. 

Article 15.- The procedures and order for settlement at the Vietnamese diplomatic missions
and consular offices

1. Within 02 months after receiving a complete and valid dossier and collecting the fee(s), the
Vietnamese diplomatic mission or consular office shall have to examine and verify such
dossier, compare the applicant’s statements, certifications and papers with the conditions for
Vietnamese nationality restoration and make written conclusion thereon, then send a written
request for the settlement of the dossier of application for Vietnamese nationality restoration
to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, which shall be forwarded to the Ministry of Justice
together with 02 sets of the involved party’s dossier of application for Vietnamese nationality
restoration.
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2. In cases where it concludes that the applicant is unqualified for Vietnamese nationality
restoration, the Vietnamese diplomatic mission or consular office shall notify in writing the
applicant thereof; if the applicant disagrees with such conclusion, he/she shall be entitled to
lodge a complaint according to law.

Article 16.- The procedures and order for settlement at the Central level

1. Within 30 days after receiving the written request of the provincial People’s Committee or
the Vietnamese diplomatic mission or consular office, the Ministry of Justice shall have to re-
examine the dossier, if it finds that the dossier is complete and the applicant is fully qualified
for Vietnamese nationality restoration according to the provisions of law, it shall report in
writing to the Prime Minister to get the latter’s authorization to sign a report to the State
President for consideration and decision.

In cases where it deems that the dossier is incomplete or contains matters that need to be
clarified, the Ministry of Justice shall request the provincial People’s Committee, or request,
through the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, the Vietnamese diplomatic mission or consular
office to complete the dossier or make additional verification. In these cases, the above-said
time limit shall be 60 days.

2. Within 15 days after receiving the Ministry of Justice’s request, the provincial People’s
Committee or the Vietnamese diplomatic mission or consular office shall have to complete the
dossier or additional verification, and reply the Ministry of Justice in writing.

3. Within 07 days after getting the Prime Minister’s authorization, the Ministry of Justice
shall complete the dossier, the Minister of Justice shall, under the Prime Minister’s
authorization, sign a report to the State President for consideration and decision together with
01 set of the involved party’s dossier of application for Vietnamese nationality restoration.

If the applicant’s Vietnamese nationality restoration is permitted, the State President’s
decision shall write the applicant’s Vietnamese name.

Section 3. GRANTING OF VIETNAMESE NATIONALITY CERTIFICATES

Article 17.- The dossiers applying for Vietnamese nationality certificates

1. Vietnamese citizens applying for Vietnamese nationality certificates shall have to make
applications according to the form set by the Ministry of Justice which clearly state the
purpose(s) of their application therefor.

Enclosed with the applications for Vietnamese nationality certificates must be copies of
identity cards or Vietnamese passports which are still valid. Upon filing the applications, the
applicants shall have to produce their identity cards or passports for checking.

In cases where an applicant has no identity card or passport, he/she must submit together with
the application for Vietnamese nationality certificate the certified copy of one of the following
papers to prove his/her Vietnamese nationality:

a) The paper proving the applicant has been naturalized in Vietnam;

b) The paper proving the applicant’s Vietnamese nationality has been restored;

c) The decision recognizing the adoption of a child who is a foreigner;

d) The certificate of citizen registration issued by a Vietnamese diplomatic mission or
consular office;

e) The household registration book;
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f) The latest voter’s card;

g) The paper proving Vietnamese nationality of his/her parents; or of either of them;

h) The birth certificate;

i) The paper and/or document proving that the applicant holds Vietnamese nationality under
the international treaty which Vietnamese has signed or acceded to; or

j) In cases where he/she has none of the papers prescribed in Points from a to i of this Clause,
the applicant shall submit an affidavit on his/her date of birth, place of birth, native land,
place of residence, full name, age, nationality, his/her parents’ place(s) of residence and
his/her family origin. Such an affidavit must be testified by at least two persons who know
well the information stated therein and certified by the People’s Committee of the commune
where the applicant was born.

2. The application for Vietnamese nationality certificate and the papers enclosed therewith as
prescribed in Clause 1 of this Article shall be made in 02 dossier sets.

Article 18.- The procedures and order for settlement at the provincial People’s Committees

1. Within 30 days after receiving a complete and valid dossier and collecting the fee(s), the
provincial/municipal Justice Service shall have to verify the dossier. If it deems that the
dossier is complete, the applicant’s statements, certifications and papers are truthful and the
applicant has not yet lost Vietnamese nationality, the Justice Service shall request in writing
the president of the provincial People’s Committee to consider and grant Vietnamese
nationality certificate.

Right after the president of the provincial People’s Committee signs Vietnamese nationality
certificate, the provincial/municipal Justice Service shall deliver or send such certificate to the
applicant.

In cases where it deems that the dossier needs to be further verified, the provincial/municipal
Justice Service shall send a written request together with 01 dossier set to the provincial
Police for such verification. For such a case, the above-said time limit shall be 60 days.

Within 30 days after receiving the Justice Service’s request, the provincial Police shall have to
verify and reply the former in writing.

2. In cases where the president of the provincial People’s Committee concludes that the
applicant is unqualified and shall not be granted Vietnamese nationality certificate, the
provincial/municipal Justice Service shall notify in writing the applicant thereof; if the
applicant disagrees with such conclusion, he/she shall be entitled to lodge a complaint
according to law.

3. Every three months, the provincial/municipal Justice Services shall report to the Ministry
of Justice on the situation of granting of Vietnamese nationality certificates.

Article 19.- The order for settlement at the Vietnamese diplomatic missions and consular
offices

1. Within 30 days after receiving a complete and valid dossier, the Vietnamese diplomatic or
consular office shall verify the dossier. If deeming that the dossier is complete, the applicant’s
statements, certifications and papers are truthful and the applicant has not yet lost Vietnamese
nationality, the head of the Vietnamese diplomatic or consular office shall sign the Vietnamese
nationality certificate and deliver or send it to the applicant.



10

In cases where it deems that the dossier needs to be further verified, the Vietnamese
diplomatic mission or consular office shall coordinate with the domestic specialized agencies
in such verification. For such a case, the above-said time limit shall be 60 days.

Within 15 days after receiving the request of the Vietnamese diplomatic mission or consular
office, the domestic agencies shall have to verify and notify in writing the Vietnamese
diplomatic mission or consular office of the verification results.

2. In cases where it concludes that the applicant shall not be granted Vietnamese nationality
certificate, the Vietnamese diplomatic mission or consular office shall have to notify the
applicant in writing thereof; if the applicant disagrees with such conclusion, he/she shall be
entitled to lodge a complaint according to law.

3. Through the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, the Vietnamese diplomatic missions and consular
offices shall have to report once every three months to the Ministry of Justice on the situation
of granting Vietnamese nationality certificates.

Section 4. VIETNAMESE NATIONALITY RELINQUISHMENT

Article 20.- The dossiers applying for Vietnamese nationality relinquishment

Vietnamese citizens applying for Vietnamese nationality relinquishment shall have to make
applications according to form set by the Ministry of Justice.

1. Enclosed with an application for Vietnamese nationality relinquishment of a Vietnamese
citizen residing in the country must be the following papers:

a) The curriculum vitae made according to the form set by the Ministry of Justice;

b) The copies of identity papers, passport or other papers proving that the applicant is bearing
foreign nationality(ies) (for persons bearing foreign nationality(ies); or the papers certifying
or guaranteeing that the applicant shall be naturalized in foreign country(ies) (for persons
applying for naturalization in foreign country(ies), except for cases where the laws of such
country(ies) do not stipulate the issuance of such papers;

c) The paper certifying that the applicant is not owing tax debts to the State, issued by the tax
authority of the locality where the applicant resides;

d) For persons who were once State officials, public employees or servicemen in the people’s
armed forces and have retired, resigned or been released from work or demobilized for no
more than 5 years, the paper of the agency, which issued the decisions on retirement, release
from work or demobilization, certifying that such persons’ Vietnamese nationality
relinquishment is not detrimental to Vietnam’s national interests;

e) The judicial background certificate issued by the Vietnamese competent agency of the
locality where the applicant resides;

f) The paper of the Service of Education and Training of the province or city where the
applicant resides, certifying that the applicant has reimbursed training expenses to the State if
he/she had been provided with tertiary, vocational secondary education or post-graduate
training with State funds, including foreign-financed funds.

2. Enclosed with the nationality relinquishment applications of Vietnamese citizens residing
abroad must be the papers prescribed in Points a, b and f, Clause 1 of this Article. In this case,
the papers prescribed in Point e, Clause 1 of this Article shall be issued by the Vietnamese
diplomatic missions or consular offices in charge of the territories where the applicants reside.
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3. The nationality relinquishment application and the papers enclosed therewith of a
Vietnamese citizen residing in the country must be made in 04 dossier sets; for citizens
residing abroad, such application and enclosed papers must be made in 3 sets.

Article 21.- Exemption from the procedures for personal status verification

The Vietnamese nationality relinquishment application dossiers of the persons falling into one
of the following cases shall not have to go through the verification procedures carried out by
the Police as prescribed in Clause 2, Article 22 of this Decree:

1. Persons who are under 14 years old;

2. Persons who were born and grown up abroad;

3. Persons who have been residing overseas for more than 15 years;

4. Persons who have been permitted to leave Vietnam for family reunion.

Article 22.- The procedures and order for settlement at the provincial People’s Committees

1. Within 2 months after a provincial/municipal Justice Service receives a complete and valid
dossier, the provincial People’s Committee shall have to direct the Justice Service to verify
the dossier, then submit it to the People’s Committee for consideration and conclusion, and
request the Ministry of Justice to settle such dossier. For the cases specified in Article 21 of
this Decree, the above-said time limit shall be 01 month.

2. The procedural order for settling the dossier is stipulated as follows:

a) Within 07 days after receiving the complete and valid dossier and collecting the fee(s), the
Justice Service shall send a written request together with 01 dossier set to the provincial
Police for personal status verification.

Also within such time limit, the provincial/municipal Justice Service shall post up at its
office, and at the same time, publish on a local newspaper for three consecutive issues the
applicant’s Vietnamese nationality relinquishment.

b) Within 30 subsequent days, the Justice Service shall verify the dossier, compare the
applicant’s statements, certifications and papers with the conditions for the Vietnamese
nationality relinquishment. 

In cases where it deems necessary to make further verification or it receives complaint(s)
about the actual conditions of the applicant for Vietnamese nationality relinquishment (such
as the tax debts or property obligations toward Vietnamese agencies, organizations and/or
individuals), the Justice Service shall coordinate with the specialized agencies in conducting
the verification. 

c) Within 30 days from the date of receiving the Justice Service’s request, the provincial
Police and other specialized agencies shall have to conduct the verification according to their
respective specialized functions and reply in writing the Justice Service.

d) Past the time limit prescribed in Point b of this Clause or right after receiving the
verification results from the provincial Police and other specialized agencies, the Justice
Service shall draft and submit to the President of the provincial People’s Committee for
consideration, conclusion and signing a written request, which shall be sent to the Ministry of
Justice together with 02 sets of the dossiers of application for Vietnamese nationality
relinquishment.

3. In cases where the president of the provincial People’s Committee concludes that the
applicant is unqualified for Vietnamese nationality relinquishment, the Justice Service shall
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notify in writing the applicant thereof; if the applicant disagrees with such conclusion, he/she
shall be entitled to lodge a complaint according to law.

Article 23.- The procedures and order for settlement at the Vietnamese diplomatic missions
and consular offices

1. Within 02 months after receiving a complete and valid dossier and collecting the fee(s), the
Vietnamese diplomatic mission or consular office shall post up the application for Vietnamese
nationality relinquishment at its office; consider and verify the dossier, compare the
applicant’s statements, certifications and papers with the conditions for Vietnamese
nationality relinquishment and make written conclusion thereon, then send a request for the
settlement of the dossier of application for Vietnamese nationality relinquishment to the
Ministry for Foreign Affairs, which shall be forwarded to the Ministry of Justice together with
2 sets of dossier of application for Vietnamese nationality relinquishment. For such a case
specified in Article 21 of this Decree, the above-said time limit shall be 01 month.

2. In cases where it concludes that the applicant is unqualified for Vietnamese nationality
relinquishment, the Vietnamese diplomatic mission or consular office shall notify in writing
the applicant thereof; if the applicant disagrees with such conclusion, he/she shall be entitled
to lodge a complaint according to law.

Article 24.- The procedures and order for settlement at the Central level

1. Within 30 days from the date of receiving written request from the provincial People’s
Committee or the Vietnamese diplomatic mission or consular office, the Ministry of Justice
shall have to re-examine the dossier, if it finds that the dossier is complete and the applicant is
fully qualified for Vietnamese nationality relinquishment according to the provisions of law, it
shall report in writing to the Prime Minister for his/her authorization to sign a report to the
State President for consideration and decision.

In cases where it deems that the dossier is incomplete or contains matters that need to be
clarified, the Ministry of Justice shall request in writing the provincial People’s Committee,
or, through the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, the Vietnamese diplomatic mission or consular
office to complete the dossier or make additional verification. For such a case, the above-said
time limit shall be 60 days.

2. Within 15 days from the date of receiving the Ministry of Justice’s request, the provincial
People’s Committee or the Vietnamese diplomatic mission or consular office shall have to
complete the dossier or additional verification, and reply the Ministry of Justice in writing.

3. Within 07 days from the date of getting the Prime Minister’s authorization, the Ministry of
Justice shall complete the dossier, the Minister of Justice shall, under the Prime Minister’s
authorization, sign the report to the State President for consideration and decision together
with 01 set of the involved party’s dossier of application for Vietnamese nationality
relinquishment. 

Section 5. GRANTING OF CERTIFICATES OF VIETNAMESE NATIONALITY LOSS

Article 25.- Dossiers applying for certificates of Vietnamese nationality loss

1. Persons applying for certificates of Vietnamese nationality loss shall have to make
applications according to the set form; the applicants must clearly state the purpose(s) of their
application for certificates of Vietnamese nationality loss.

Enclosed with an application for certificate of Vietnamese nationality loss must be certified
copies of one of the papers prescribed in Clause 1, Article 17 of this Decree to prove that the
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applicant once held the Vietnamese nationality, and one of the following papers to prove that
the applicant has lost his/her Vietnamese nationality:

a) The paper proving that the applicant has been permitted to relinquish his/her Vietnamese
nationality; 

b) The paper proving that the applicant has been deprived of his/her Vietnamese nationality;

c) The paper proving the annulment of the decision on granting the Vietnamese nationality to
the applicant;

d) The paper and/or documents proving that the applicant has lost his/her Vietnamese
nationality under an international treaty which Vietnam has signed or acceded to;

e) The paper or document proving that the applicant has lost his/her Vietnamese nationality
due to the fact that his/her parents or guardian(s) have been found being foreign citizens under
Clause 2, Article 19, or due to his/her parents’ Vietnamese nationality relinquishment
according to Article 28 of the Law on Vietnamese Nationality.

2. Each application for certificate of Vietnamese nationality loss and the papers enclosed
therewith as prescribed in Clause 1 of this Article shall be made in 02 sets of dossier.

Article 26.- The procedures and order for granting certificates of Vietnamese nationality loss

The procedures and order for settling the applications for certificates of Vietnamese
nationality loss shall comply with provisions of Articles 18 and 19 of this Decree.

Section 6. THE ANNULMENT OF DECISIONS ON GRANTING VIETNAMESE
NATIONALITY, THE VIETNAMESE NATIONALITY DEPRIVATION

Article 27.- The annulment of decisions granting Vietnamese nationality

The persons, who have been naturalized in Vietnam for not more than 5 years, regardless of
whether they are residing in the country or abroad, if falling within one of the following
cases, may have the decisions granting the Vietnamese nationality annulled:

1. They have committed acts of deliberately making false statements in their applications for
naturalization in Vietnam which led to the Vietnamese competent agencies misunderstanding
of their conditions for naturalization in Vietnam;

2. They have forged or used forgeries of one of the papers prescribed in Points a, c, d, e, f and
g, Clause 1, Article 8 and Clause 2, Article 9 or the certificates of foreign nationality
relinquishment as prescribed in Clause 3, Article 12 of this Decree, with a view to proving
that they are qualified for naturalization in Vietnam.

Article 28.- Vietnamese nationality deprivation

Vietnamese citizens residing abroad and persons having been naturalized in Vietnam,
regardless of whether they reside inside or outside the Vietnamese territory, if committing acts
that cause serious harms to the national independence, the cause of building and defending the
Vietnamese fatherland or the prestige of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, may be deprived
of their Vietnamese nationality. 

Article 29.- The procedures and order for proposing the annulment of decisions on granting
the Vietnamese nationality or the Vietnamese nationality deprivation

1. Within 15 days after detecting or receiving written denunciations against acts specified in
Articles 27 and 28 of this Decree, the provincial People’s Committee, the Vietnamese
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diplomatic mission or consular office shall have to verify them and make 3 sets of dossiers,
then send a written request to the Ministry of Justice, together with 2 dossier sets.

2. The court that has brought to trial violation acts specified in Clause 2, Article 27 and
Article 28 of this Decree shall be entitled to propose the Ministry of Justice to annul the
decisions on granting of Vietnamese nationality or deprivation of Vietnamese nationality.

3. Within 15 days after receiving a written request of the provincial People’s Committee, the
Vietnamese diplomatic mission or consular office or the court for the annulment of the
decision on granting or deprivation of Vietnamese nationality, the Ministry of Justice shall
have to examine the dossiers and coordinate with the Ministry of Public Security, the Ministry
for Foreign Affairs and other functional ministries and branches in reporting in writing to the
Prime Minister for his/her authorization to sign a report to the State President for
consideration and decision.

In cases where it deems that the dossiers are incomplete or contain matters that need to be
clarified, the Ministry of Justice shall request in writing the agencies that have made the
dossiers to complete them or make additional verifications within 15 days.

4. Right after getting the Prime Minister’s authorization, the Ministry of Justice shall
complete the dossier; the Minister of Justice shall, under the Prime Minister’s authorization,
sign a report to the State President for consideration and decision together with 01 dossier set. 

Chapter III

IMPLEMENTATION PROVISIONS

Article 30.- Publishing on the Official Gazette the State President’s decisions on settling
Vietnamese nationality-related matters 

The State President’s decisions on naturalization in Vietnam, Vietnamese nationality
restoration or relinquishment, annulment of decisions permitting the naturalization in Vietnam
or Vietnamese nationality deprivation shall be published on the Official Gazette of the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam within 15 days after their signing.

Article 31.- The papers applicable to the stateless persons

For the stateless persons, the papers prescribed in Point c, Clause 1, Article 8 and Point b,
Clause 1, Article 13 of this Decree shall be construed as those issued by the competent
agencies of the countries where such person reside.

Article 32.- Effect

1. This Decree takes effect from January 1st, 1999 and replaces Decree No. 37/HDBT of
February 5, 1990 detailing the implementation of the 1988 Law on Vietnamese Nationality
and Decree No. 06/1998/ND-CP of January 1st, 1998 of the Government amending and
supplementing a number of Articles of Decree No. 37/HDBT.

2. The provisions in this Decree shall also apply to the settlement of the applications for
naturalization in Vietnam filed at the Vietnamese competent State agencies before the
effective date of this Decree which have not yet been settled.

Article 33.- Stipulations on granting of certificates of non-holding of Vietnamese nationality 

Basing himself on the procedures and order for settling Vietnamese nationality-related matters
as prescribed in this Decree, the Minister of Justice shall stipulate the granting of certificates
of non-holding of Vietnamese nationality at the requests of foreigners residing in Vietnam.
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Article 34.- Implementation organization

The Minister of Justice shall have to guide the implementation of this Decree.

The ministers, the heads of the ministerial-level agencies, the heads of the agencies attached
to the Government, the presidents of the People’s Committees of the provinces and centrally-
run cities shall have to implement this Decree.

On behalf of the Government
Prime Minister
PHAN VAN KHAI


