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HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES

Since 1978, the Government of the People's Republic of
China has accepted and settled some 279,750 Indo-Chinese
refugees 1n 196 state farms and has extended emergency aid to
them on arrival as -well as financial assistance in furtherance
of their local settlement. At the request of the Government,
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
presented proposals to the Thirtieth Session of the Executive
Committee in 1979 for an assistance programme to be carried out
in co-operation with the Government of the People's Republic of
China. The Executive Committee endorsed and approved this
programme,

Since 1979, the Chinese Government has provided more than
one blllion yuan of assistance for the Indo-Chinese refugees in
thelr local settlement, while the Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees has also provided more than
US$ 50.8 million.

As a result of the jolint efforts of and the excellent and
fruitful co-operation between the Government and the Office of
the United Natlions High Commissioner for Refugees, the lives of
many of the Indo-Chinese refugees living on state farms has
greatly improved and their agricultural production has
lncreased. Nevertheless, it is estimated that approximately
one-half of the refugee community has not yet achieved
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self-sufficiency and will continue for a further period of
years to require substantial material assistance from the
Government and UNHCR.

With a view to achieving the objective of a full local
settlement through self-sufficiency linked to the orderly
reduction and ultimate withdrawal of assistance to Indo-Chinese
refugees in China, a three-year programme totalling
US$ 12 million will be established jointly and will be
submitted by UNHCR to the Thirty-Sixth Session of the Executive
Committee in October 1985 for its approval. Subject to
approval by the Executlve Committee and the avallability of
funds, the programme will commence in January 1986.

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees takes
this opportunity to thank the Government of the People's
Republic of China most warmly for the efforts it has made to
assist Indo-Chinese refugees to their successful local
settlement in China. The Chinese Government, for its part,
expresses its sincere thanks to the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees for its effective co-operation in
rendering assistance to China in the settlement of large

numbers of Indo-Chinese refugees.
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