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The past
1. The nature and character of the South African struggle for freedom was
unique in its international support. 1In its last years it becanme part of

wor | d consciousness as the international conmunity joined the |iberation
novenent in calling for the release of Nel son Mandel a and other politica
prisoners. News from South Africa was carried across the world by television
network, by radio wave, by satellite and in print.

2. But, to this day, one of the nost terrible and one of the nost

nmovi ng i mages of the apartheid years was that of the body of 13-year-old
Hector Petersen, shot dead in Soweto on 16 June 1976, and carried in the arns
of his friends. Wth them as they run forward, is his sister in schoo

uni form her face full of rage and pain.

3. The history of South Africa began, of course, |long before the Soweto
uprising. Long, even, before the |legalized oppression of apartheid began

4. The people who originally lived in the |and were hunter-gatherers

known as the San and pastoralists known as the Khoi. They were joined

about 1,700 years ago by farners fromeast and central Africa who settled in
the east of the country. Later came the Dutch colonists, foll owed by the
British, the Angl o-Boer War and the struggle for the land. This is a better
known period of early South African history and, indeed, was the only history
served up to many decades of school children, told fromone point of view

5. But, through those years, another story unfolded. A story of slaves,
many of them children, brought to the Cape Colony to serve the needs of the
colonists. A story of generations of children born into slavery, for
manumni ssi on was rare. A story of nmen and wonen forced off the | and.
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O indentured |l abour fromlindia and China. O |ong hours of sweat and | abour
on the farms, on the docks and railways, on the mines and in white honmes
everywhere. It is a shaneful story. One that has left its patterns and scars
on the many people who inherited the badge of servitude and discrimnation

6. Finally, in 1948, apartheid became entrenched, a way of life protected
by | aws, enforced by practice and, as resistance grew, stanmped into the lives
of every South African. Hundreds of thousands of people were forcibly renoved
fromtheir homes and millions fromtheir land. Al African adults were forced
to carry passes which controlled their lives fromdawn to dusk. Swift and
often violent action followed every act of defiance.

7. Formal negotiations began in 1990 when Nel son Mandel a and ot her

political |eaders were released and the African National Congress, the
Pan- Af ri cani st Congress of Azania and the South African Conmuni st Party banned
for decades, were unbanned. Exiled |eaders returned and the tal ks began

It was nearly four years later that the negotiations at Kenpton Park finally
yi el ded an interim Constitution which satisfied nost of the parties to the
conflict.

8. In April 1994 South Africa held its first denocratic elections, |ater
that year Nel son Mandel a was inaugurated as President and, in 1996, after
anot her two years of debate and negotiations, the final South African
Constitution was adopted.

The | egacy
9. Over the years, the majority of South Africans experienced di sadvant age,

| oss of dignity, repression and, often, terrible suffering. Al

South Africans, even those who clung to their privilege, experienced the
di sadvantage of growing up in a country in which authority took precedence
over freedom

10. It has left us with an education system a social welfare system a
health system a justice system and a soci o-econoni c system geared to neet
the needs of only a small mnority of the population. It has left us with a
human condition that cries out for redress ... and with a generation of deeply
di sadvant aged and often traumatized children who need our special attention
and care.

11. Inequity and deep deprivation is but one side of the story. Throughout
South Africa's violent colonial past, children and youth have been victins of
gross human rights viol ations.

The structure of Governnent

12. South Africa is a constitutional denocracy. The Interim Constitution
was a product of the negotiations process that began in 1990. After the

el ections, the Constitutional Assenbly (consisting of both houses of
Parliament) negotiated and drafted the new Constitution, which becane an Act
of Parlianment in 1996. The Constitutional Court was created as the guardian
of the Constitution.
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13. The Constitution provides for a separation of powers. The Executive,
whi ch consists of the President, Deputy President, Cabinet and the State
departnents, is in charge of policy and adm nistration. Parlianent, the

| egi sl ative body, consists of two houses: the National Assenbly and the
Nat i onal Council| of Provinces. The National Assenbly consists of 400 nmenbers,
el ected by proportional representation in a national election. The Nationa
Council of Provinces, a new structure designed to create a joint forumfor
South Africa' s nine provinces, consists of equal representation fromthe
provinci al |egislatures. Both houses are responsible for the passing of

| egi sl ati on.

14. The Constitution provides national, provincial and | ocal spheres of
governnment. The national government is mainly responsible for policy, while
the provincial and |ocal spheres are nmainly responsible for inplenmentation
The principle here is of cooperative governnent.

15. Each of the nine provinces has an elected |egislature, and there are
al nrost 850 | ocal government structures in South Africa.

16. In addition, the Constitution requires the setting up of various

i ndependent bodies to pronpte denocracy and human rights. These include the
Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion, the Conm ssion on Gender Equality, the Ofice of

the Public Protector, the Judicial Service Conm ssion, the Truth and
Reconci li ati on Conm ssion, and the Comm ssion for the Pronotion and Protection
of the Rights of Cultural, Religious and Linguistic Comunities.

The geogr aphy

17. South Africa is situated on the southern tip of Africa. It is bounded
by the Atlantic Ocean to the west and the Indian Ccean to the east. |Its
borders neet Nam bi a, Botswana, Zi nbabwe, Swazil and and Mozanbi que. Lesotho
is a landl ocked country within the boundaries of South Africa. The total area
of the country is approximtely 1,219,080 square kilonetres.

18. The interim Constitution created nine provinces*. This structura
arrangenent provided the basis for the first denocratic elections in 1994
(see above). The provinces are the Eastern Cape, the Free State, Gauteng,
KwaZul u- Nat al , Mpumal anga, Northern Cape, Northern Province, the North-West
Provi nce and the Western Cape.

19. The geography and climate of South Africa vary quite w dely.

About 65 per cent of South Africa receives less than 500 mmrain per

annum - the mnimumrequired for agriculture. The inland areas are also

subj ect to regular periods of drought. Snall parts of the country have an
average annual rainfall of over 1,400 mm The terrain includes savannah with
m xed grasslands and trees, the dry Karoo and |ush fynbos areas.

* These replaced the four provinces, four nomnally “independent”
States or honel ands and five “self-governing” territories which provided the
geogr aphi cal arrangenent for the apartheid system
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The people

20. The first full South African census was conducted in 1996. The first
prelimnary estimates are of a popul ation of 37,859,000. The popul ation
breakdown, based on the 1991 census, is approximtely 76.3 per cent African,
8.5 per cent Coloured, 2.5 per cent Indian and 12.7 White. O these,
approximately 55.4 per cent of the population live in urban areas. The

popul ati on di screpanci es between provi nces are worthy of note because of the
vast income and |iving standard disparities between people living in urban and

rural areas. In the Northern Province, 88.1 per cent of the population |Iive
inrural areas. |In Gauteng 96.4 per cent live in urban areas.
21. Sone of the poorest households in South Africa are headed by women.

Sonme are headed by grandnot hers or children who, by various neans, attenpt
to support younger children. Poverty results in nmany househol ds contai ni ng

three or four generations. |In rural areas, nmen are often away for |ong
stretches.
22. Patterns of immgration are conplex in South Africa. Destabilization

by the apartheid governnment in countries to the north of South Africa
(particularly in Mzanbique) resulted in a |large refugee popul ation. M grant
wor kers, recruited for the m nes and seeking work of other kinds, have fl owed
across the border over the years. This phenonenon continues. Recently,

refugees and illegal imrgrants began arriving fromwar-torn areas further
north. 1In addition, the relative openness of the South African northern
border, together with the difficulty in policing so long a perineter, has
exacerbated a serious increase in crime and the inport of illegal substances.
The econony

23. South Africa has the | argest econony in southern Africa. 1n 1994

South Africa accounted for 44 per cent of the combi ned gross national product
of all countries in the sub-Saharan African region

24, In 1996 South Africa's gross donestic product (CGDP) grew
by 3.1 per cent, and real incone per person is sonme 4.5 per cent above
the 1993 | evel

25. In 1995 the prinmary sector accounted for 14 per cent of South Africa's
GDP, the secondary sector for 33 per cent, and the tertiary sector

for 54 per cent. Mning and quarrying are major industries within the primary
sector, together accounting for 9 per cent of GDP. Manufacturing is the major
conmponent of the secondary sector, being 25 per cent of GDP.

26. In 1996, South Africa | aunched a | ong-term econom c strategy known as
GEAR.  Growth, Enployment and Redistribution. GEAR enphasizes fiscal and
nonet ary discipline, higher international conpetitiveness, private sector

i nvestment and job creation. The GEAR strategy projects a nmnediumtermrea
growh rate of 6 per cent, and anticipates a 4.5 per cent per annum average
growt h thereafter.
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Il ncone distribution

27. South Africa is characterized by extrenmes of wealth and poverty.

Al though it is classified as a middle-incone devel opi ng country, the vast
majority of the people are extrenely poor. The G ni coefficient (0.68) is one
of the two highest in the world. N nety-five per cent of the poor are African
and 75 per cent of the poor live in the rural areas.

Unenpl oynent

28. One of the nost serious problens confronting South Africa is the chronic
| evel of unenpl oynent, particularly anmong the previously di sadvant aged
popul ati on groups.

29. In Cctober 1995 14.4 million of the 26.4 mllion South Africans aged 15
or ol der were economically active, and of these, 4.2 mllion (or 30 per cent)
wer e unenpl oyed

30. Unenpl oyment figures illustrate the | egacy of apartheid with Africans
the nost badly affected. Anobng all population groups, the femal e unenpl oynent
rate is markedly higher than that for nen, as shown in the follow ng table.

Table 1. Unenploynent rates - 1995 (%
CGender African Col our ed I ndi an Wi te
Wonen 50. 2 27.8 24.2 9.2
Men 33.6 19.7 13.3 4.5
Tot al 41.1 23.3 17.1 6.4
31. A significant proportion of those who are enployed work in the informa
sector.

Literacy rate

32. Virtually all adult white people are literate, while a quarter of adult
Africans are illiterate.
Table 2. Literacy rate - 1991 (%
African Col our ed I ndi an Wi te Tot al
Li teracy 77 91 100 82
Rel i gi on

33. The majority of South Africans (sone 80 per
faith. Oher faiths include traditiona

Judai sm

African religion,

Hi ndu,

cent) follow the Christian
I sl am and
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Hone | anguage

34.

by and | arge,
changi ng.
ot her | anguages.

used for official

The new Constitution provides status for
Previously only 2 (English and Afrikaans) were recogni zed and are still,

al t hough these patterns are
The weighting is now towards English with attenpts to provide for
The public broadcaster
i ncorporate many | anguages into its conmunicati ons.
comunity radio stations has facilitated the better

comruni cati on,

11 official

for exanpl e,

| anguages.

endeavours to
A rapid growth in
use and spread of other

| anguages.
35. The distribution of hone | anguage according to the 1991 census is as
fol |l ows:
Table 3. Hone | anguage - 1991
Language % of popul ation
Afri kaans 15
Engl i sh 9
| si Ndebel e 2
SePedi 10
SeSot ho 7
Si Swat i 3
Xi Tsonga 4
SeTswana 7
Tshi Venda 2
si Xhosa 18
I si Zul u 22
O her 2

Life expectancy

36. There are significant differences between popul ati on groups. Wnen have
a longer |ife expectancy than nen.
Table 4. Life expectancy - 1995 (years)
Race Women Men Al

African 68. 2 63.5 65. 6

Col our ed 68.5 62.6 65.5

I ndi an 73.0 73.2 70.1

White 76.6 69.9 73.2
37. It must be noted that |arge nunmbers of wonen suffer from H V/ Al DS and
that the number of children born H 'V positive is on the increase.
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Birth rate and infant nortality

38. Birth rates per 1,000 of the population are as follows (Cctober
Househol d Survey 1994).

Table 5. Birth rate - 1991 (per 1,000 of popul ation)
African Col our ed I ndi an VWi te
25.3 21. 7 18.1 13.7

39. I nf ant
groups, reflecting the uneven provision of nedica

nortality rates show a simlar disparity between popul ation
services, l|lack of adequate

nutrition, and poor quality of living in some communities.
Table 6. Infant nortality - 1991 (per 1,000 live births)
African Col our ed I ndi an VWi te
54.7 36.2 9.9 7.3
Maternal nortality

40. Maternal nortality shows the same trends, but there are no reliable
estimtes due to poor reporting. Oficial figures range from2 per 100, 000
live births for Indians to 58 for Africans. However, indirect denopgraphic
techni ques put the estimate at around 250 in 1991 for Africans.

Popul ati on by age group

41. South Africa has a young popul ation
popul ation is aged 5 years or younger; another 21 per cent
to 14.

15 per cent of the tota
is aged from®6

42. Anmong adults there is a locational gender bias in that in the peak
i ncome- earning years, the nunber of nen in urban areas exceeds that of wonen,
whi |l e wonen predom nate in the non-urban areas.

Table 7. Population by gender, age and location - 1991
0-19 20- 39 40-59 60-
Ur ban wonen 3 579 000 3 459 000 1 823 000 787 000
Ur ban nen 3 697 000 3 806 000 1 958 000 627 000
Non- ur ban wonen 5 764 000 2 917 000 1 641 000 751 000
Non- ur ban men 5 789 000 2 349 000 1 064 000 487 000
% of popul ation 46. 7 31.1 16. 1 6.6




