The PEOPLE OF SRI LANKA having, by their Mandatedty expressed and granted on
the sixth day of the waxing moon in the month ohANikini in the year two thousand
five hundred and twenty-one of the Buddhist Eranpdhursday the twenty-first day of
the month of July in the year one thousand ninalrethand seventy-seven), entrusted to
and empowered their Representatives elected onldyab draft, adopt and operate a
new Republican Constitution in order to achievegbals of a DEMOCRATIC
SOCIALIST REPUBLIC, and having solemnly resolvedtbg grant of such Mandate
and the confidence reposed in their said Reprethezgavho were elected by an
overwhelming majority, to constitute SRI LANKA inloDEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST
REPUBLIC whilst ratifying the immutable republicaninciples of REPRESENTATIVE
DEMOCRACY, and assuring to all peoples FREEDOM, EQUY, JUSTICE,
FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS and the INDEPENDENCE OF THJUDICIARY

as the intangible heritage that guarantees thetgignd well-being of succeeding
generations of the People of SRI LANKA and of h# people of the World, who come
to share with those generations the effort of waglor the creation and preservation of
a JUST AND FREE SOCIETY:

WE, THE FREELY ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PE(POF SRI

LANKA, in pursuance of such Mandate, humbly ackrexlging our obligations to our
People and gratefully remembering their heroic @amemitting struggle to regain and
preserve their rights and privileges so that thgnily and Freedom of the Individual may
be assured, Just, Social, Economic and CulturadiCatiained, the Unity of the Country
restored, and Concord established with other Nation

do hereby adopt and enact
this
CONSTITUTION
as the
SUPREME LAW
of the
DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA
CHAPTER | - THE PEOPLE, THE STATE AND SOVEREIGNTY
The State

1. Sri Lanka (Ceylon) is a free, Sovereign, Indejeet and Democratic Socialist
Republic and shall be known as the Democratic $stRepublic of Sri Lanka.

Unitary State.
2. The Republic of Sri Lanka is a Unitary State.

Sovereignty of the People.



3. In the Republic of Sri Lanka sovereignty ishe people and is inalienable.
Sovereignty includes the powers of government, &ammehtal rights and the franchise.

Exercise of Sovereignty.

4. The Sovereignty of the People shall be exerasedenjoyed in the following manner

(a) the legislative power of the People shall bereised by Parliament, consisting of
elected representatives of the People and by tbpl®at a Referendum,;

(b) the executive power of the People includingdbence of Sri Lanka, shall be
exercised by the President of the Republic eleloietthe People;

(c) the judicial power of the People shall be eis&d by Parliament through courts,
tribunals and institutions created and establisbedzcognized, by the Constitution, or
created and established by law, except in regancititers relating to the privileges,
immunities and powers of Parliament and of its Merspbwherein the judicial power of
the People may be exercised directly by Parliaraeobrding to law;

(d) the fundamental rights which are by the Couastih declared and recognized shall be
respected, secured and advanced by all the org@gymvernment, and shall not be
abridged, restricted or denied, save in the maanérto the extent hereinafter provided,
and

(e) the franchise shall be exercisable at theielecf the President of the Republic and
of the Members of Parliament, and at every Refarendy every citizen who has
attained the age of eighteen years, and who beialifigd to be an elector as hereinafter
provided, has his name entered in the registelect@s.

Territory of the Republic.

5. The territory of the Republic of Sri Lanka shadhsist of the twenty-fijé]
administrative districts, the names of which arteosg in the First Schedule, and its
territorial waters:

Provided that such administrative districts maybledivided or amalgamated so as to
constitute different administrative districts, aglRment may by resolution
determing2]

The National Flag.

6. The National Flag of the Republic of Sri Lankalsbe the Lion Flag depicted in the
Second Schedule.

The National Anthem.



7. The National Anthem of the Republic of Sri Larskell be "Sri Lanka Matha," the
words and music of which are set out in the Thictesiule.

The National Day.

8. The National Day of the Republic of Sri Lankalsbe the fourth day of February.

[1] Substituted by Seventh Amendment to the Congiituiec. 2 (a) and the first
Schedule for "Twenty four”.

[2] Substituted by Seventh Amendment to the CongdituBec. 2 (b) for “territorial
waters”

CHAPTER Il - BUDDHISM

Buddhism.

9. The Republic of Sri Lanka shall give to Buddhigra foremost place and accordingly
it shall be the duty of the State to protect areldothe Buddha Sasana, while assuring to
all religions the rights granted by Articles 10 amt{1)(e).

CHAPTER IIl - FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS

Freedom of thought, conscience and religion.

10. Every person is entitled to freedom of thougbtscience and religion, including the
freedom to have or to adopt a religion or beliehisfchoice.

Freedom from torture.

11. No person shall be subjected to torture orgelcinhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment.

Right to equality.

12. (1) All persons are equal before the law aredeattitled to the equal protection of the
law.

(2) No citizen shall be discriminated against om @inounds of race, religion, language,
caste, sex, political opinion, place of birth oy auch grounds:



Provided that it shall be lawful to require a p@rsm acquire within a reasonable time
sufficient knowledge of any language as a qualifocafor any employment or office in
the Public, Judicial or Local Government Servicénahe service of any public
corporation, where such knowledge is reasonablgssary for the discharge of the
duties of such employment or office:

Provided further that it shall be lawful to requa@erson to have sufficient knowledge of
any language as a qualification for any such empgt of office where no function of
that employment or office can be discharged othehan with a knowledge of that
language.

(3) No person shall, on the grounds of race, m@ligianguage, caste, sex or any one such
grounds, be subject to any disability, liabilitgstriction or condition with regard to
access to shops, public restaurants, hotels, ptdqasolic entertainment and places of
public worship of his own religion.

(4) Nothing in this Article shall prevent speciabpision being made, by law,
subordinate legislation or executive action, fa& #udvancement of women, children or
disabled persons.

Freedom from arbitrary arrest, detention and punishment, and prohibition of
retroactive penal legislation.

13. (1) No person shall be arrested except acoptdiprocedure established by law. Any
person arrested shall be informed of the reasohifoarrest.

(2) Every person held in custody, detained or atiss deprived of personal liberty shall
be brought before the judge of the nearest competemt according to procedure
established by law, and shall not be further heldustody, detained or deprived of
personal liberty except upon and in terms of tlepof such judge made in accordance
with procedure established by law.

(3) Any person charged with an offence shall bé&ledtto be heard, in person or by an
attorney-at-law, at a fair trial by a competentrtou

(4) No person shall be punished with death or isgprment except by order of a
competent court, made in accordance with proceestablished by law. The arrest,
holding in custody, detention or other deprivatafipersonal liberty of a person, pending
investigation or trial, shall not constitute punrgimt.

(5) Every person shall be presumed innocent uatislproved guilty:

Provided that the burden of proving particular $aciay, by law, be placed on an accused
person.



(6) No person shall be held guilty of an offenceasnount of any act or omission which
did not, at the time of such act or omission, atust such an offence, and no penalty
shall be imposed for any offence more severe thampénalty in force at the time such
offence was committed.

Nothing in this Article shall prejudice the triahé punishment of any person for any act
or omission which, at the time when it was commditi®as criminal according to the
general principles of law recognized by the comrtyuoi nations.

It shall not be a contravention of this Articleremuire the imposition of a minimum
penalty for an offence provided that such penattysdnot exceed the maximum penalty
prescribed for such offence at the time such o#emas committed.

(7) The arrest, holding in custody, detention treotdeprivation of personal liberty of a
person, by reason of a removal order or a depontatider made under the provisions of
the Immigrants and Emigrants Act or the Indo-Ceygmeement (Implementation) Act,
No. 14 of 1967, or such other law as may be enantsdbstitution therefor, shall not be
a contravention of this Article.

Freedom of Speech, assembly, association, movemesit,

14. (1) Every citizen is entitled to -

(a) the freedom of speech and expression inclupliridjcation;

(b) the freedom of peaceful assembly;

(c) the freedom of association;

(d) the freedom to form and join a trade union;

(e) the freedom, either by himself or in assocratiath others, and either in public or in
private, to manifest his religion or belief in wbijs, observance, practice or teaching;

(f) the freedom by himself or in association withers to enjoy and promote his own
culture and to use his own language;

(g9) the freedom to engage by himself or in assmeiavith others in any lawful
occupation, profession, trade, business or ens&pri

(h) the freedom of movement and of choosing higleexe within Sri Lanka; and
(i) the freedom to return to Sri Lanka.

(2) A person who, not being a citizen of any ottauntry, has been permanently and
legally resident in Sri Lanka immediately priorthee commencement of the Constitution



and continues to be so resident shall be entifited period of ten years from the
commencement of the Constitution, to the rightdated and recognized by paragraph
(2) of this Article.

Restrictions on fundamental Rights.

15. (1) The exercise and operation of the fundaateights declared and recognized by
Articles 13 (5) and 13 (6) shall be subject onlgteh restrictions as may be prescribed
by law in the interests of national security. Hog purposes of this paragraph “law”
includes regulations made under the law for the tming relating to public security.

(2) The exercise and operation of the fundamerght declared and recognized by
Article 14(1) (a) shall be subject to such resioits as may be prescribed by law in the
interests of racial and religious harmony or iratiein to parliamentary privilege,
contempt of court, defamation or incitement to #aree.

(3) The exercise and operation of the fundameight declared and recognized by
Article 14(1) (b) shall be subject to such resioics as may be prescribed by law in the
interests of racial and religious harmony.

(4) The exercise and operation of the fundamerght declared and recognized by
Article 14(1) (c) shall be subject to such restoics as may be prescribed by law in the
interests, of racial and religious harmony or naleconomy.

(5) The exercise and operation of the fundamerght declared and recognized by
Article 14 (1) (g) shall be subject to such resimics as may be prescribed by law in the
interests, of national economy or in relation to -

(a) the professional, technical, academic, findrana other qualifications necessary for
practising any profession or carrying on any octiopatrade, business or enterprise, and
the licensing and disciplinary control of the persmtitled to such fundamental right, and

(b) the carrying on by the State, a State ageneyparblic corporation of any trade,
business,, industry, service or enterprise wheth#re exclusion, complete or partial, of
citizens or otherwise.

(6) The exercise and operation of the fundameight declared and recognized by
Article 14 (1) (h) shall be subject to such resimics as may be prescribed by law in the
interests of national economy.

(7) The exercise and operation of all the fundaadenghts declared and recognized by
Articles 12, 13(1), 13(2) and 14 shall be subjectuch restrictions as may be prescribed
by law in the interests of national security, paldrder and the protection of public
health or morality, or for the purpose of securitug recognition and respect for the
rights and freedoms of others, or of meeting tls¢ fequirements of the general welfare



of a democratic society. For the purposes of taragraph " law " includes regulations
made under the law for the time being relatingubliz security.

(8) The exercise and operation of the fundameights declared and recognized by
Articles 12 (1), 13 and 14 shall, in their applioatto the members of the Armed Forces,
Police Force and other Forces charged with the ter@@mce of public order, be subject to
such restrictions as may be prescribed by lawernirterests of the proper discharge of
their duties and the maintenance of discipline agrtbiem.

Existing written law and unwritten law to continue in force.

16. (1) All existing written law and unwritten lastall be valid and operative
notwithstanding any inconsistency with the precgdgirovisions of this Chapter.

(2) The subjection of any person on the order afrapetent court to any form of
punishment recognized by any existing written Iéallsnot be a contravention of the
provisions of this Chapter.

Remedy for the infringement of fundamental rights ly executive action.

17. Every person shall be entitled to apply toShpreme Court, as provided by Article
126, in respect of the infringement or imminentimjement, by executive or
administrative action, of a fundamental right toiethl such person is entitled under the
provisions of this Chapter.

CHAPTER IV - LANGUAGE

Official Language.

18. (1]1] The Official Language of Sri Lanka shall be Simhal

(2) Tamil shall also be an official language.

(3) English shall be the link language.

(4) Parliament shall by law provide for the implertaion of the provisions of this
Chapter2].

National Languages.
19. The National Languages of Sri Lanka shall mdh&a and Tamil.

Use of National Languages in Parliament and localuhorities.



20. A Member of Parliament or a member of a PraainCouncil or a local authorifg]
shall be entitled to perform his duties and disghduis functions in Parliament or in such
Provincial Council or local authoritg] in either of the National Languages.

Medium of instruction.

21. (1) A person shall be entitled to be educdteouigh the medium of either of the
National Languages:

Provided that the provisions of this paragraphlstatlapply to an institution of higher
education where the medium of instruction is a legg other than a National Language.

(2) Where one National Language is a medium ofuesibn for or in any course,
department or faculty of any University directlyindirectly financed by the State, the
other National Language shall also be made a medfunstruction for or in such
course, department or faculty for students whorgadheir admission to such
University, were educated through the medium ohsatber National Language:

Provided that compliance with the preceding prawisiof this paragraph shall not be
obligatory if such other National Language is thedmm of instruction for or in any like
course, department or faculty either at any othenpus or branch of such University or
of any other like University.

(3) In this Article "University" includes any ingition of higher education.
Languages of administration.

22. (1) Sinhala and Tamil shall be the languagesdatinistration through out Sri Lanka
and Sinhala shall be the language of administrati@hbe used for the maintenance of
public records and the transaction of all busidsgublic institutions of all the
provinces of Sri Lanka other than the Northern Badtern Provinces where Tamil shall
be so used.

Provided that the President may, having regartétoportion which the Sinhala or
Tamil linguistic minority population in any unit ogprising a division of an Assistant
Government Agent, bears to the total populatiotihat area, direct that both Sinhala and
Tamil or a language other than the language usétedanguage of administration in the
province in which such area may be situated, bd asehe language of administration
for such area.

(2) In any area where Sinhala is used as the layggaBadministration a person other
than an official acting in his official capacityhal be entitled:

(a) to receive communications from, and to commatei@and transact business with, any
official in his official capacity, in either Tamdr English;



(b) if the law recognizes his right to inspect@iobtain copies of or extracts from any
official register, record, publication or other dotent, to obtain a copy of, or an extract
from such register, record, publication or othetwtoent, or a translation thereof, as the
case may be, in either Tamil or English;

(c) where a document is executed by any officiatiie purpose of being issued to him,
to obtain such document or a translation ther@ogjther Tamil or English;

(3) In any area where Tamil is used as the langohgdministration, a person other than
an official acting in his official capacity, shélé entitled to exercise the rights, and to
obtain the services, referred to in sub paragrémhgb) and (c) of paragraph (2) of this
Article, in Sinhala or English.

(4) A Provincial Council or a local authority whiclnducts its business in Sinhala shall
be entitled to receive communications from andaimmunicate and transact business
with, any official in his official capacity, in Sirala, and a Provincial Council or a local
authority which conducts its business in Tamil balentitled to receive
communications from and to communicate and trafsaginess with, any official in his
official capacity, in Tamil :

Provided, however, that a Provincial Council, logathority, public institution or any
official receiving communications from transactimgsiness with any other or Provincial
Council, local authority, public institution or afficial functioning in an area in which a
different language is used as the Language of adtration shall be entitled to receive
communications from and to communicate and trartsaginess in English.

(5) A person shall be entitled to be examined tghoilne medium of either Sinhala or
Tamil or a language of his choice at any examimafioo the admission of persons to the
Public Service, Judicial Service, Provincial Pul3ervice, Local Government Service or
any public institution, subject to the conditiomtie may be required to acquire a
sufficient knowledge of Tamil or Sinhala, as theeaay be, within a reasonable time
after admission to such service or public instimtwhere such knowledge is reasonably
necessary for the discharge of his duties:

Provided that a person may be required to havdfigisat knowledge of Sinhala or
Tamil, as a condition for admission to any suclviseror public institution where no
function of the office or employment for which teerecruited can bc discharged
otherwise than with a sufficient knowledge of sierlguage.

(6) in this Article :-
"Official" means the President, any Minister, DgpMtinister, Governor, Chief Minister

or Minister of the Board of Ministers of a Provinoe any officer of a public institution;
local authority or Provincial Council; and



"Public institution" means a department or institatof the Government, a public
corporation or statutory institutigé]

Language of Legislation.

23. (1) All laws and subordinate legislation shmglenacted or made and published in
Sinhala and Tamil, together with a translation ¢oéin English:

Provided that Parliament shall, at the stage oftemant of any law determine which text
shall prevail in the event of any inconsistencynssn texts.

Provided further that in respect of all other ventiaws and the text in which such
written laws was enacted or adopted or made, phadiail in the event of any
inconsistency between such texts:

(2) All Orders, Proclamations, rules, by-laws, fagjons and notifications made or
issued under any written law other than by a PwairCouncil or a local authority, and
the Gazette shall be published in Sinhala and Tergédther with a translation thereof in
English.

(3) All Orders, Proclamations, rules, by-laws, fagjons and notifications made or
issued under any written law by any Provincial Golor local authority, and all
documents, including circulars and forms issuedumh body or any public institution
shall be published in the Language used in the mdtration in the respective areas in
which they function, together with a translatiorrénof in English.

(4) All laws and subordinate legislation in foroemediately prior to the commencement
of the Constitution, shall be published in the Gizim the Sinhala and Tamil Language
as expeditiously as possilji&.

Language of the courts.

24. (1) Sinhala and Tamil shall be the languagelef{Courts throughout Sri Lanka and
Sinhala shall be used as the language of the csitwiegted in all the areas of Sri Lanka
except those in any area where Tamil is the langowagdministration. The record and
proceedings shall be in the language of the Couthe event of an appeal from any
court records shall also be prepared in the langoéthe court hearing the appeal, if the
language of such court is other than the languagd by the court from which the appeal
is preferred:

Provided that the Minister in charge of the subgciustice may, with the concurrence
of the cabinet of Ministers direct that the recofdny court shall also be maintained and
the proceedings conducted in a language otherttisalanguage of the coUii]



(2) Any party or applicant or any person legallyiteed to represent such party or
applicant may initiate proceedings, and submitoiorcpleadings and other documents,
and participate in the proceedings in court, ihezitSinhala or Tam[B]

(3) Any judge, juror, party or applicant or any g legally entitled to represent such
party or applicant, who is not conversant with lfrgguage used in a court, shall be
entitled to interpretation and to translation iiahala or Tami[9] provided by the

State, to enable him to understand and participatee proceedings before such court,
and shall also be entitled to obtain in such laggu®] ar any such part of the record or
a translation thereof, as the case may be, as fidenantitled to obtain according to law.

(4) The Minister in charge of the subject of Justicay, with the concurrence of the
Cabinet of Ministers, issue, directions permittiffge use of Engligii1] in or in relation

to the records and proceedings in any court fop@aposes or for such purposes as may
be specified therein. Every judge shall be boundijdement such directions.

(5) In this Article -

"Court" means any court or tribunal created andldisthed for the administration of
justice including the adjudication and settlemdnhdustrial and other disputes, or any
other tribunal or institution exercising judicial guasi-judicial functions or any tribunal
or institution created and established for the d@tion and settlement of disputes :
"judge" includes the President, Chairman, presidifiger and member of any court; and
“record" includes pleadings, judgments, ordersahdr judicial and ministerial acts.

Provision for adequate facilities for use of languges provided for in this Chapter.

25. The State shall provide adequate facilitiedtieruse of the languages provided for in
this Chapter.

Provision of any law inconsistent with this Chapterdeemed to be repealed.

25a. In the event of any inconsistency betweermptbeisions of any law and the
provisions of this Chapter, the provisions of tGisapter shall prevaill2]

[1] Renumbered as para (1) of Article 18 by the Thitte Amendment to the
Constitution Sec. 2 (a)

[2] Added by the Thirteenth Amendment to the ConstituSec. 2 (b)

[3] Substituted by Sixteenth Amendment to the CortgiituSec. 2 (1) for “or a member
of a local authority”.



[4] Substituted by Sixteenth Amendment to the CorigiituSec. 2 (2) for “or in such
local authority”.

[5] Original Article 22 replaced by the Sixteenth Arderent to the Constitution Sec. 3.
[6] Original Article 23 replaced by the Sixteenth Arderent to the Constitution Sec. 3.

[7] Original para (1) repealed and substituted bySixéeenth Amendment to the
Constitution Sec. 4 (1).

[8] Substituted by the Sixteenth Amendment to the @otisn Sec. 4 (2) for “in either
of the National Language”.

[9] Substituted by the Sixteenth Amendment to the Goitisn Sec. 4 (3) (a) for “the
appropriate National Language”.

[10] Substituted by the Sixteenth Amendment to the @otisn Sec. 4 (3) (b) for “either
of the National Languages”.

[11] Substituted by the Sixteenth Amendment to the @otisn Sec. 4 (4) for “the use
of a Language other than a National Language”.

[12] Inserted by the Sixteenth Amendment Sec. 5.
CHAPTER V - CITIZENSHIP
Citizenship of Sri Lanka

26. (1) There shall be one status of citizenshipknas "the status of a citizen of Sri
Lanka."

(2) A citizen of Sri Lanka shall for all purposes thescribed only as a "citizen of Sri
Lanka," whether such person became entitled teeriship by descent or by virtue of
registration in accordance with the law relatingittzenship.

(3) No distinction shall be drawn between citizeh$ri Lanka for any purpose by
reference to the mode of acquisition of such stasiso whether acquired by descent or
by virtue of registration.

(4) No citizen of Sri Lanka shall be deprived o btatus of a citizen of Sri Lanka, except
under and by virtue of the provisions of sectioBs20, 21 and 22 of the Citizenship Act:

Provided that the provisions of sections 23 andf2that Act shall also be applicable to a
person who became entitled to the status of aecited Sri Lanka by virtue of registration
under the provisions of section 11, 12 or 13 of &a.



(5) Every person who immediately prior to the comoement of the Constitution was a
citizen of Sri Lanka, whether by descent or byuerdf registration in accordance with
any law relating to citizenship, shall be entittedhe status and to the rights of a citizen
of Sri Lanka as provided in the preceding provisiohthis Article.

(6) The provisions of all existing written lawsaghg to citizenship and all other existing
written laws wherein reference is made to citizgmshall be read subject to the
preceding provisions of this Article.

CHAPTER VI - DIRECTIVE PRINCIPLES OF STATE POLICY A ND
FUNDAMENTAL DUTIES

Directive Principles of State Policy

27. (1) The Directive Principles of State Policydia contained shall guide Parliament,
the President and the Cabinet of Ministers in theecament of laws and the governance of
Sri Lanka for the establishment of a just and fregety.

(2) The State is pledged to establish in Sri Laeekimocratic socialist society, the
objectives of which include -

(a) the full realization of the fundamental rightsd freedoms of all persons;

(b) the promotion of the welfare of the People eguwsing and protecting as effectively as
it may, a social order in which justice (socialpeamic and political) shall guide all the
institutions of the national life ;

(c) the realization by all citizens of an adequstgandard of living for themselves and
their families, including adequate food, clothimgldousing, the continuous
improvement of living conditions and the full enfognt of leisure and social and cultural
opportunities ;

(d) the rapid development of the whole country lams of public and private economic
activity and by laws prescribing such planning aodtrols as may be expedient for
directing and coordinating such public and privedtenomic activity towards social
objectives and the public weal ;

(e) the equitable distribution among all citizehsh@ material resources of the
community and the social product, so as best teesuk the common good ;

(f) the establishment of a just social order inethihe means of production, distribution
and exchange are not concentrated and centraligbeé State, State agencies or in the

hands of a privileged few, but are dispersed amand,owned by, all the People of Sri

Lanka ;



(g) raising the moral and cultural standards ofRkeeple, and ensuring the full
development of human personality ; and

(h) the complete eradication of illiteracy and #ssurance to all persons of the right to
universal and equal access to education at alldeve

(3) The State shall safeguard the independencereaigwty, unity and the territorial
integrity of Sri Lanka.

(4) The State shall strengthen and broaden the catostructure of government and
the democratic rights of the People by decentradizhe administration and by affording
all possible opportunities to the People to patite at every level in national life and in
government.

(5) The State shall strengthen national unity lmnpsting co-operation and mutual
confidence among all sections of the People ot &nka, including the racial, religious,
linguistic and other groups, and shall, take effecsteps in the fields of teaching,
education and information in order to eliminatecdimination and prejudice.

(6) The State shall ensure equality of opportutatgitizens, so that no citizen shall
suffer any disability on the ground of race, raigilanguage, caste, sex, political opinion
or occupation.

(7) The State shall eliminate economic and sociallpge and disparity, and the
exploitation of man by man or by the State.

(8) The State shall ensure that the operationegttonomic system does not result in the
concentration of wealth and the means of produdbdhe common detriment.

(9) The State shall ensure social security andanel|f

(10) The State shall assist the development oftiteres and the languages of the
People.

(11) The State shall create the necessary ecoramdisocial environment to enable
people of all religious faiths to make a realityttoéir religious principles.

(12) The State shall recognize and protect theljaasi the basic unit of society.
(13) The State shall promote with special caranterests of children and youth, so as to
ensure their full development, physical, mentalrahaeligious and social, and to protect

them from exploitation and discrimination.

(14) The State shall protect, preserve and imptogeenvironment for the benefit of the
community.



(15) The State shall promote international pea@e,isty and co-operation, and the
establishment of a just and equitable internatieeahomic and social order, and shall
endeavour to foster respect for international lad treaty obligations in dealings among
nations.

Fundamental duties.

28. The exercise and enjoyment of rights and freexis inseparable from the
performance of duties and obligations, and accgidlii is the duty of every person in
Sri Lanka -

(a) to uphold and defend the Constitution and dkne;!

(b) to further the national interest and to fostational unity ;

(c) to work conscientiously in his chosen occupatio

(d) to preserve and protect public property, andaimbat misuse and waste of public
property ;

(e) to respect the rights and freedoms of otharsl;

(f) to protect nature and conserve its riches.

Principles of State Policy and fundamental duties ot justiciable.

29. The provisions of this Chapter do not confeinggose legal rights or obligations, and
are not enforceable in any court or tribunal. Nesjion of inconsistency with such
provisions shall be raised in any court or tribunal

CHAPTER VII - THE EXECUTIVE

The President of the Republic

30. (1) There shall be a President of the Republfri Lanka, who is the Head of the
State, the Head of the Executive and of the Govermpand the Commander-in-Chief of

the Armed Forces.

(2) The President of the Republic shall be elebtethe people, and shall hold office for
a term of six years.

The election and the term of office of President.

31. (1) Any citizen who is qualified to be electedhe office of President may be
nominated as a candidate for such office -



(a) by a recognized political party, or

(b) if he is or has been an elected member ofdfislature, by any other political party
or by an elector whose name has been entered iregisger of electors.

(2) No person who has been twice elected to theeolff President by the People shall be
qualified thereafter to be elected to such offigehe People.

(3) The poll for the election of the President kbaltaken not less than one month and
not more than two months before the expiratiorhefterm of office of the President in
office.

3)
(@)

(i) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in §hyeceding provisions of this Chapter,
the President may, at any time after the expiratioiour years from the commencement
of his first term of office, by Proclamation, de@ais intention of appealing to the
People for a mandate to hold office, by election & further term.

(i) Upon the making of a Proclamation under subagsaph (i) the Commissioner of
Elections shall be required to take a poll for ¢textion of the President.

(b) If, at any time after the date of Proclamatieferred to in paragraph (a) and before
the close of the poll at the election held in parste of such Proclamation, the President
in office dies, such Proclamation shall be deemdthive been revoked with effect from
the date of such death and the election to beihgidrsuance of such Proclamation shall
be deemed to be cancelled. The vacancy in theeaffie’resident caused by such death
shall be filled in accordance with the provisiofi&dicle 40.

()

(i) If, at any time between the close of the polha election held under this paragraph
and the declaration of the result of such eleci@ocandidate at such election dies, the
Commissioner of Elections shall proceed with thent@and declare the result of such
election, notwithstanding the death of such candida

(i) If the person entitled to be declared elecsdresident is dead at the time of the
declaration of the result of such election, the @ossioner of Elections shall not declare
the result of such election but shall take a frgslhfor the election of the President.

(iii) If by reason of the death referred to in sudragraph (i) there is a vacancy in the
office of President, the Prime Minister shall acthe office of President during the
period between the occurrence of such vacancylenddsumption of office by the new



President and shall appoint one of the other Mangsof the Cabinet to act in the office of
Prime Minister :

Provided that if the office of Prime Minister beethvacant or the Prime Minister is
unable to act, the Speaker shall act in the offifideresident.

(d) The person declared elected as Presidenteleation held under this paragraph
shall, if such person —

(i) is the President in office, hold office forexin of six years commencing on such date
in the year in which that election is held (beindgde after such election) or in the
succeeding year, as corresponds to the date omhlsdirst term of office commenced,
whichever date is earlier ; or

(i) is not the President in office, hold officerfa term of six years commencing on the
date on which the result of such election is declar

(e) A person succeeding to the office of Presidewler the provisions of Article 40 shall
not be entitled to exercise the right conferrecdfresident by sub-paragraph (a) of this
paragraph.

(f) For the purposes of this paragraph, the festtof office of the first President
referred to in Article 160 shall be deemed to hememenced on February 4, 1918.

(4) (Where a poll for the election of a Presidertiaken, the term of office of the person
elected as President at such election shall comen@mt¢he expiration of the term of
office of the President in office :

Provided that notwithstanding anything to the carytin Article 40 —

(a) if any person declared elected as Presidempatl for the election of a President dies
at any time after his being declared elected asidRrt, and before the date on which his
term of office would, but for his death, have conmeexl, the Commissioner of Elections,
shall take a fresh poll for the election of a Riteat. If the date fixed for such fresh poll is
a date later than such first-mentioned date, ttme t# office of the person declared
elected at such poll shall, notwithstanding thepdéeng provisions of this Article, be
deemed to have commenced on such first-mentioned Bar the purposes only of
Article 38 (1) (d), the date of commencement oftdren of office of the new President
shall be the date of his election ;

(b) where the President in office is not a candidatis not re-elected, at a poll for the
election of a President, his term of office shalldeemed to have expired on the date on
which the result of such election is declared. péeson elected as President at such
election shall assume office forthwith, but noetahan two weeks from such date :



Provided that the President in office, notwithstagdanything to the contrary in Article
30, shall continue to exercise, perform and dispddne powers, duties and functions of
the office of President until the assumption ofaafby the person declared elected as
President. If the office of President becomes vadgnreason of the person declared
elected as President failing to assume office Pifesident in office shall continue to
exercise, perform and discharge the powers, datidfunctions of the office of
President, until the Prime Minister or if the offiof Prime Minister be then vacant or if
the Prime Minister be unable to act, the Speakemgences to act in the office of
President in terms of Article 40 ;

(c) if by reason of the death referred to in sukageaph (a) there is a vacancy in the
office of President, the Prime Minister shall acthe office of President during the
period between the occurrence of such vacancylenddsumption of office by the new
President and shall appoint one of the other Manssbf the Cabinet to act as Prime
Minister:

Provided that if the office of Prime Minister beethvacant or the Prime Minister is
unable to act, the Speaker shall act in the offfderesidenf2]

(5) The election of the President shall be condubtethe Commissioner of Elections
who shall fix the date for the nomination of caredes for such election and the date on
which the poll shall be taken.

(6) Parliament shall by law make provision for -

(a) the nomination of candidates for the electibRm@sident ;

(b) the register of electors to be used at angbtbeedure for the election of the President

(c) the creation of offences relating to such eéecand the punishment therefor ;

(d) the grounds and manner of avoiding such elecra of determining any disputed
election ; and

(e) all other matters necessary or incidental there

Assumption of office.

32. (1) The person elected or succeeding to theeodif President shall assume office

upon taking and subscribing the oath or makingsarascribing the affirmation, set out
in the Fourth Schedule, in Sri Lanka before thee€Cbhustice or any other Judge of the

Supreme Court.

(2) Upon such assumption of office the Presideatl slease to hold any other office
created or recognized by the Constitution and isleeMember of Parliament, shall



vacate his seat in Parliament. The President sbahold any other office or place of
profit whatsoever.

(3) The President shall, by virtue of his officayk the right at any time to attend,
address and send messages to Parliament. In theesexef such right the President shall
be entitled to all the privileges, immunities aravers, other than the right to vote, of a
Member of Parliament and shall not be liable foy breach of the privileges of
Parliament, or of its Members.

Powers and functions of the President.

33. In addition to the powers and functions expyessnferred on or assigned to him by
the Constitution or by any written law whether deddoefore or after the
commencement of the Constitution, the Presiderit Bhae the power -

(a) to make the Statement of Government Policyairi#ment at the commencement of
each session of Parliament ;

(b) to preside at ceremonial sittings of Parliament

(c) to receive and recognize, and to appoint accedit, Ambassadors, High
Commissioners, Plenipotentiaries and other diplaagents ;

(cc) to appoint as President’s Counsel, attornéyavawho have reached eminence in
the profession and have maintained high standdrdsnoluct and professional rectitude.
Every President’s Counsel appointed under thisgraph shall be entitled to all
privileges as were hitherto enjoyed by a Queen’srSel 3]

(d) to keep the Public Seal of the Republic, anch&ke and execute under the Public
Seal, the Acts of Appointment of the Prime Ministed other Ministers of the Cabinet of
Ministers, the Chief Justice and other Judges®f&hpreme Court, such grants and
dispositions of lands and immovable property vestdtie Republic as he is by law
required or empowered to do, and to use the PGglad for sealing all things whatsoever
that shall pass that Seal ;

(e) to declare war and peace ; and

(f) to do all such acts and things, not being irsistent with the provisions of the
Constitution or written law as by international lasustom or usage he is required or
authorized to do.

Grant of pardon.

34. (1) The President may in the case of any o#endnvicted of any offence in any
court within the Republic of Sri Lanka -



(a) grant a pardon, either free or subject to laafuditions ;

(b) grant any respite, either indefinite for suemipd as the President may think fit, of the
execution of any sentence passed on such offender ;

(c) substitute a less severe form of punishmenamyrpunishment imposed on such
offender ; or

(d) remit the whole or any part of any punishmemposed or of any penalty or forfeiture
otherwise due to the Republic on account of sutdnoe:

Provided that where any offender shall have beaed@mned to suffer death by the
sentence of any court, the President shall cavspaat to be made to him by the Judge
who tried the case and shall forward such repatiecAttorney-General with instructions
that after the Attorney-General has advised therdmreport shall be sent together with
the Attorney-General's advice to the Minister imargje of the subject of Justice, who
shall forward the report with his recommendatiotht® President.

(2) The President may in the case of any personisvbohas become subject to any
disqualification specified in paragraph (d), (€), (9), or (h) of Article 89 or
subparagraph (g) of paragraph (1) of Article 91 -

(a) grant a pardon, either free or subject to lhedmditions, or
(b) reduce the period of such disqualification.

(3) When any offence has been committed for whiehaffender may be tried within the
Republic of Sri Lanka, the President may grantra@ato any accomplice in such
offence who shall give such information as shabi¢o the conviction of the principal
offender or of any one of such principal offendérsjore than one.

Immunity of President from suit.

35. (1) While any person holds office as Presidentproceedings shall he instituted or
continued against him in any court or tribunalespect of anything done or omitted to
be done by him either in his official or privateeaity.

(2) Where provision is made by law limiting the &mwithin which proceedings of any
description may be brought against any personpéhied of time during which such
person holds the office of President shall notaben into account in calculating any
period of time prescribed by that law.

(3) The immunity conferred by the provisions ofggmaph (1) of this Article shall not
apply to any proceedings in any court in relatiothte exercise of any power pertaining
to any subject or function assigned to the Presideremaining in his charge under
paragraph (2) of Article 44 or to proceedings ia 8upreme Court under paragraph (2)



of Article 129 or to proceedings in the Supreme i€ander Article 130 (a) relating to

the election the President or the validity of a@rehdum or to proceedings in the Court of
Appeal under Article 144 or in the Supreme Cowfiating to the election of a Member

of Parliamen{4]

Provided that any such proceedings in relatioiméoetxercise of any power pertaining to
any such subject or function shall be institutediasgt the Attorney-General.

Salary and pension.

36. (1) Within one month of the commencement ofGoastitution, Parliament shall by
resolution determine the salary, allowances andiparentitliement of the holders of the
office of President. Such pension shall be in aoidito any other pension to which such
person is entitled by virtue of any prior service.

(2) Upon the assumption of the office of Presidbetholder of such office shall become
entitled to the receipt of such salary and allovesrand thereafter, of such pension as
may be determined by Parliament. Any subsequenhdment, repeal or replacement of
this Article, and any subsequent law or any pravighereof inconsistent with this
Article shall not have retrospective operation.

(3) The salary, allowances and pension of the &eesishall be charged on the
Consolidated Fund.

(4) Parliament may by resolution increase, butlst@lreduce, the salary, allowances or
pension entitlement of the holders of the officé?oésident.

Exercise, performance and discharge of powers, des and functions of the
President by the Prime Minister.

37. (1) If the President is of the opinion thatrbgson of iliness, absence from Sri Lanka
or any other cause he will be unable to exercisdppm and discharge the powers, duties
and functions of his office he may appoint the Rridhinister to exercise, perform and
discharge the powers, duties and functions of theecof President during such period,
and may also appoint one of the other MinisterthefCabinet to act in the office of

Prime Minister during such period:

Provided that if the office of Prime Minister besthvacant or the Prime Minister is
unable to act, the President may appoint the Spealexercise, perform and discharge
the powers, duties and functions of the office isitlent during such period.

(2) If the Chief Justice in consultation with theeBker is of the opinion that the
President is temporarily unable to exercise, perfand discharge the powers, duties and
functions of his office and is unable to make apaaptment in terms of paragraph (1) of
this Article, he shall communicate in writing higinion to the Speaker and thereupon the
Prime Minister shall exercise, perform and disckalg powers, duties and functions of



the office of President during such period, andlstppoint one of the Ministers of the
Cabinet to act ill the office of Prime Minister ¢y such period, notwithstanding the
absence of such appointment as is provided foaragraph (1) of this Article:

Provided that if the office of Prime Minister beethvacant or the Prime Minister is
unable to act, the Speaker shall exercise, peréotndischarge the powers, duties and
functions of the office of President during suchiqe

(3) The provisions of the Constitution relatinghe President (other than the provisions
of paragraph (2) of Article 32) shall apply, infao as they can be applied, to the person
S0 exercising, performing and discharging the pewduties and functions of the office
of President.

(4) In this Article and in Articles 38 (1)(b) an@ 41), "the Speaker" includes, during any
period when Parliament is dissolved, the person néid the office of Speaker
immediately before the dissolution of Parliament.

Vacation of office by President.

38. (1) The office of President shall become vaeant

(a) upon his death ;

(b) if he resigns his office by a writing under hiznd addressed to the Speaker ;

(c) if he ceases to be a citizen of Sri Lanka ;

(d) if the person elected as President wilfullysap assume office, within two weék$
from the date of commencement of his term of office

(e) if he is removed from office as provided in tiext succeeding paragraph ; or
(f) If the Supreme Court in the exercise of its j@ws under Article 130 (a) determines

that his election as President was void and doedetermine that any other person was
duly elected as President.

)

(a) Any Member of Parliament may, by a writing aekfred to the Speaker, give notice of
a resolution alleging that the President is permtynéncapable of discharging the
functions of his office by reason of mental or ghgkinfirmity or that the President has
been guilty of-

() intentional violation of the Constitution,

(ii) treason,



(iii) bribery,
(iv) misconduct or corruption involving the abudeale powers of his office, or

(v) any offence under any law, involving moral timple, and setting out full particulars
of the allegation or allegations made and seekmigquiry and report thereon by the
Supreme Court.

(b) No notice of such resolution shall be entegdiby the Speaker or placed on the
Order Paper of Parliament unless it complies withgrovisions of sub-paragraph (a) and

(i) such notice of resolution is signed by not Igemn two-thirds of the whole number of
Members of Parliament, or

(ii) such notice of resolution is signed by notslésan one-half of the whole number of
Members of Parliament, and the Speaker is satiffi@dsuch allegation or allegations
merit inquiry and report by the Supreme Court.

(c) Where such resolution is passed by not lesstihia-thirds of the whole number of
Members (including those not present) voting irfatgour, the allegation or allegations
contained in such resolution shall be referredhieySpeaker to the Supreme Court for
inquiry and report.

(d) The Supreme Court shall, after due inquiry hick the President shall have the right
to appear and to be heard, in person or by amatyeat-law, make a report of its
determination to Parliament together with the reagberefor.

(e) Where the Supreme Court reports to Parliantettin its opinion the President is
permanently incapable of discharging the functiohisis office by reason of mental or
physical infirmity or that the President has beailtg of any of the other allegations
contained in such resolution, as the case maydréafent may by a resolution passed
by not less than two-thirds of the whole numbeMeimbers (including those not present)
voting in its favour remove the President from axfi

Determination by the Supreme Court that the Prasias not duly elected or the
election of the President was void.

39. (1) Where the Supreme Court in the exercises géirisdiction under Article 130
determines -

(a) that the election of the President was void @k not determine that any other
person was duly elected, then, a poll for the &laaif the President shall be taken not
later than three months from the date of the detextion ; or



(b) that any other person was duly elected as detithen, such other person shall
assume the office of President within one montthefdate of the determination.

For the purposes of Article 38 (1) (d), the datea@hmencement of the term of office of
the new President shall be the date of his electidhe date of the determination, as the
case may be.

(2) Upon the Supreme Court making any such detextioim as is referred to in paragraph
(1) of this Article, the person who was exercisipgtforming and discharging the
powers, duties and functions of the office of Rtest shall forthwith cease to exercise,
perform and discharge such powers, duties andifinectDuring the period intervening
between the date of such determination and thergdgan of office by the new

President, the Prime Minister shall act in theca&ffof President and shall appoint one of
the other Minister of the Cabinet to act in theaafof the Prime Minister:

Provided that if the office of Prime Minister beethvacant or the Prime Minister is
unable to act, the Speaker shall act in the offifiadke President.

(3) For the purposes of Article 30(2) and notwidimsting the provisions of Article 31 (4),
the term of office of the new President shall berded to have commenced on the date
on which the term of office of the person whoseib® was determined to have been
void or undue would, but for such determinatiornyeheommenced.

(4) The exercise, performance and discharge byarson of the powers, duties and
functions of the office of the President shall betinvalid by reason only of the fact that
the Supreme Court subsequently determines thai¢lcton of such person as President
was void or undue.

(5) The provisions of this Article shall apply natiasstanding anything to the contrary in
Article 40.

Vacation of office by President and election of seeeding President.
40. (1)

(a) If the office of President shall become vagardr to the expiration of his term of
office, Parliament shall elect as President onesd¥lembers who is qualified to be
elected to the office of President. Any personuszeeding to the once of President shall
hold office only for the unexpired period of thenteof office of the President vacating
office.

(b) Such election shall be held as soon as posaitde and in no case later than one
month from, the date of occurrence of the vacaBagh election shall be by secret ballot
and by an absolute majority of the votes cast aoatance with such procedure as
Parliament mar by law provide:



Provided that if such vacancy occurs after theatig®n of Parliament, the President
shall be elected by the new Parliament within oatim of its first meeting.

(c) During the period between the occurrence ohs@cancy and the assumption of
office by the new President, the Prime Ministerishet in the office of President and
shall appoint one of the other Ministers of the i@abto act in the office of Prime
Minister:

Provided that if the office of Prime Minister beethvacant or the Prime Minister is
unable to act, the Speaker shall act in the ofifderesident.

(2) The provisions of the Constitution relatinghe President (other than the provisions
of paragraph (2) of Article 32) shall apply, infeo as they can be applied, to an acting
President.

(3) Parliament shall by law provide for all mattegating to the procedure for the
election of the President by Parliament and akothatters necessary or incidental
thereto.

President's staff.

41. (1) The President shall have the power to ajtsoich Secretaries, and, in
consultation with the Cabinet of Ministers, suchestofficers and staff as are in his
opinion necessary to assist him in the exerciségpeance and discharge of the powers,
duties and functions of his office, and to detewrtimeir terms and conditions of service.

(2) The salaries of such Secretaries, officersstaffl shall be charged on the
Consolidated Fund.

(3) Such Secretaries, officers and staff shalldented to be public officers except that
the dismissal and disciplinary control of such 8tamies, officers and staff shall be
vested in the President, who may delegate to acly Secretary his powers of dismissal
and disciplinary control in respect of any suchagffs or staff.

(4) Every such Secretary, officer or member ofdtadf shall cease to hold office upon a
new President assuming office.

(5) Where any such Secretary, officer or membéehefstaff so ceases to hold office, the
Cabinet of Ministers may appoint such Secretarfygc@af or member of the staff to any
post in the Public Service:

Provided that any such Secretary, office or membé#re staff who immediately prior to
his appointment as Secretary, officer of the stafé in the Public or Local Government
Service or in the service of a public corporatibalsbe entitled to revert to such service
without loss of seniority upon a new President assg office.



(6) The proviso to paragraph (5) of this ArticleBhmutatis mutandis, apply to any
person referred to in that proviso upon -

(a) the President terminating the services of g@bon, otherwise than by dismissal on
disciplinary grounds; or

(b) the resignation of such person, unless dis@pyi proceedings are pending or
contemplated against such person on the date oésignation.

(7) For the purposes of paragraphs (5) and (&)isfArticle any person who has
continuously held the office of Secretary to theditent, Secretary to any Ministry or
any office in the President's staff' or any onenore of such offices shall be deemed to
have continuously held the office which such peisshheld.

[1] Inserted by the Third Amendment to the Constitusec. 2 (1)

[2] Original para (4) repealed and substituted byTthied Amendment to the
Constitution Sec. 2 (2)

[3] Inserted by the Eighth Amendment to the Constitugec. 2.

[4] Substituted by the Fourteenth Amendment to thes@otion Sec. (2) for “relating to
the election of the President”.

[5] Substituted by the Third Amendment to the ConstituSec. (3) for “One month”.
CHAPTER VIl - THE EXECUTIVE

The Cabinet of Ministers

Responsibility of the President.

42. The President shall be responsible to Parliafoethe due exercise, performance
and discharge of his powers, duties and functioeuthe Constitution and any written
law, including the law for the time being relatitaypublic security.

Cabinet of Ministers.

43. (1) There shall be a Cabinet of Ministers chdrgith the direction and control of the
Government of the Republic, which shall be collesdiy responsible and answerable to

Parliament.

(2) The President shall be a member of the Caliiglinisters, and shall be the Head of
the Cabinet of Ministers :



Provided that notwithstanding the dissolution & @abinet of Ministers under the
provisions of the Constitution, the President sbalitinue in office.

(3) The President shall appoint as Prime MinsteMlember of Parliament who in his
opinions is most likely to command the confident®@arliament.

Ministers of Cabinet and their subjects and functims.

44. (1) The President shall, from time to timegcamsultation with the Prime Minister,
where he considers such consultation to be negessar

(a) determine the number of Ministers of the Cabaiéinisters and the Ministries and
the assignment of subjects and functions to suchdiirs; and

(b) appoint from among the Members of Parliamentisfiers to be in charge of the
Ministries so determined.

(2) The President may assign to himself any sulgiefiinction and shall remain in
charge of any subject or function not assignechioMinister under the provisions of
paragraph (1) of this Article or the provisiongpafragraph (1) of Article 45 and may for
that purpose determine the number of Ministrielsgan his charge, and accordingly, any
reference in the Constitution or any written lavthte Minister to whom such subject or
function is assigned, shall be read and constraedraference to the President.

(3) The President may, at any time, change th@mssnt of subjects and functions and
the composition of the Cabinet of Ministers. Subhrgyes shall not affect the continuity
of the Cabinet of Ministers, and the continuityitsfresponsibility to Parliament.

Ministers who are not members of the Cabinet and téir Ministries, subjects and
functions.

45. (1) The President may, from time to time, ingdtation with the Prime Minister
where he considers such consultation to be negessar

(a) appoint from among Members of Parliament, Merswho shall not be Members of
the Cabinet of Ministers and

(b) determine the assignment of subjects and fonstio, and the Ministries, if any,
which are to be in charge of, such Ministers.

(2) The President may at any time change any appeint or assignment made under
paragraph (1) of this Article.

(3) Every Minister appointed under this Article Bl responsible and answerable to the
Cabinet of Ministers and to Parliament.



(4) Any Minister of the Cabinet of Ministers mayy Notification published in the
Gazette, delegate to any Minister who is not a nerobthe Cabinet of Ministers any
power or duty pertaining to any subject or functa@signed to him, or any power or duty
conferred or imposed on him by any written law drshhall be lawful for such other
Minister to exercise and perform any power or digiegated to him under this
paragraph, notwithstanding anything to the contmate written law by which that
power or duty is conferred or imposed.

Deputy Ministers.

46. (1) The President may, from time to time, insudtation with the Prime Minister,
where he considers such consultation to be negesggroint from among the Members
of Parliament Deputy Ministers to assist the Mignistof the Cabinet of Ministers in the
performance of their duties.

(2) Any Minister of the Cabinet of Ministers mayy Notification published in the
Gazette, delegate to his Deputy Minister any pawetuty pertaining to any subject or
function assigned to him, or any power or duty eorgd or imposed on him by any
written law and it shall be lawful for the Deputyifikter to exercise and perform any
power or duty delegated to him under this paragraggvithstanding anything to the
contrary in the written law by which that powerduty is conferred or imposed on such
Minister.

Tenure of office of the Prime Minister, Ministers and Deputy Ministers.

47. The Prime Minister, a Minister of the CabineMonisters, any other Minister or
Deputy Minister shall continue to hold office thghout the period during which the
Cabinet of Ministers continues to function undex ginovisions of the Constitution unless
he -

(a) is removed by a writing under the hand of thesilent ;

(b) resigns his office by a writing under his hautiressed to the President ; or

(c) ceases to be a Member of Parliament.

Cabinet of Ministers after dissolution of Parliament.

48. (1) The Cabinet of Ministers functioning immeg@iy prior to the dissolution of
Parliament shall notwithstanding such dissolutiontmue to function and shall cease to
function upon the conclusion of the General Elecaad accordingly, the Prime
Minister, Ministers of the Cabinet of Ministershet Ministers and Deputy Ministers

shall continue to function unless they cease td bfice as provided in paragraph (a) or
(b) of Article 47.



(2) Notwithstanding the death, removal from offareresignation of the Prime Minister,
during the period intervening between the dissolubf Parliament and the conclusion of
the General Election, the Cabinet of Ministers Ist@htinue to function with the other
Ministers of the Cabinet as its members until theatusion of the General Election. The
President may appoint one such Minister to exergsgorm and discharge, or may
himself exercise, perform and discharge the povekriges and functions of the Prime
Minister. If there is no such other Minister thee§ldent shall himself exercise perform
and discharge the powers, duties and functionseoCiabinet of Ministers until the
conclusion of the General Election.

(3) On the death, removal from office or resignatiduring the period intervening
between the dissolution of Parliament and the emieh of the General Election, of a
Minister of the Cabinet of Ministers or any othemidter, the President may appoint any
other Minister to be the Minister in charge of sbdimistry or to exercise, perform and
discharge the powers, duties and functions of 8dicster or may himself take charge

of such Ministry or exercise, perform and dischageh powers, duties and functions.

Dissolution of Cabinet of Ministers.

49. (1) On the Prime Minister ceasing to hold @&fiy removal, resignation or otherwise,
except during the period intervening between tlssalution of Parliament and the
conclusion of the General Election, the Cabind¥iofisters shall, unless the President
has in the exercise of his powers under Articledi€solved Parliament, stand dissolved
and the President shall appoint a Prime Ministanidters of the Cabinet of Ministers,
other Ministers and Deputy Ministers in terms ofiéles 43, 44, 45 and 46 :

Provided that if after the Prime Minister so ceasdsold office Parliament is dissolved,
the Cabinet of Ministers shall continue to functeith the other Ministers of the Cabinet
as its members, until the conclusion of the Gerlattion. The President may appoint
one such Minister to exercise, perform and disahargnay himself exercise, perform
and discharge the powers, duties and functionseoPtime Minister, and the provisions
of Article 48 shall, mutatis mutandis, apply.

(2) If Parliament rejects the Statement of Govemin®licy or the Appropriation Bill or
passes a vote of no-confidence in the GovernmieatCabinet of Ministers shall stand
dissolved, and the President shall, unless herhifeiexercise of his powers under
Article 70, dissolved Parliament, appoint a Primiaister, Ministers of the Cabinet of
Ministers, other Ministers and Deputy Ministerdenms of Articles 43, 44, 45 and 46.

Acting Minister and Acting Deputy Minister.

50. Whenever a Minister of the Cabinet of Ministather Minister or Deputy Minister is
unable to discharge the functions of his office, resident may appoint any Member of
Parliament to act in place of the said Ministethef Cabinet of Ministers, other Minister
or Deputy Minister.



Secretary to Cabinet of Ministers.

51. There shall be a Secretary to the Cabinet aisrs who shall be appointed by the
President. The Secretary shall, subject to thetine of the President, have charge of the
office of the Cabinet of Ministers, and shall diaaye and perform such other functions
and duties as may be assigned to him by the Presidé¢éhe Cabinet of Ministers.

Secretaries to Ministries.

52. (1) There shall be for each Ministry a Secgeteno shall be appointed by the
President.

(2) The Secretary to the Ministry shall, subjectite direction and control of his
Minister, exercise supervision over the departmehtSovernment or other institutions
in the charge of his Minister.

(3) The Secretary to a Ministry shall cease to lodfite upon the dissolution of the
Cabinet of Ministers under the provisions of then§tdution or upon a determination by
the President under Article 44 or Article 45 whrelsults in such Ministry ceasing to
exist.

(4) Where the Secretary to a Ministry so ceasé®lo office, the Cabinet of Ministers
may appoint such Secretary to any other post ifPtiigic Service:

Provided that a person who immediately prier toapigointment as Secretary was in the
Public or Local Government Service or in the seno€any public corporation shall be
deemed to have been temporarily released from sermfice and shall be entitled to
revert to such service without loss of senioritpmis so ceasing to hold office as
Secretary.

(5) The proviso to paragraph (4) of this ArticleBhmutatis mutandis, apply to a
Secretary to a Ministry upon -

(a) the President terminating his services, othexhan by dismissal on disciplinary
grounds, or

(b) his resignation, unless disciplinary proceediage pending or contemplated against
him on the date of his resignation.

(6) For the purposes of paragraphs (4) and (RisfArticle any person who has
continuously held the office of Secretary to thedtent, Secretary to a Ministry or any
other office in the President’s staff or any onemarre of such offices shall be deemed to
have continuously held the office which such peisshheld.

(7) For the purposes of this Article, the Officetloé Parliamentary Commissioner for
Administration, the Office of the Secretary-GenerfaParliament, the Department of the



Commissioner of Elections, the Department of theifau-General and the Office of the
Secretary to the Cabinet of Ministers shall be d=gbnot to be departments of
Government.

Official oath or affirmation.

53. A person appointed to any office referred tthis Chapter shall not enter upon the
duties of his office until he takes and subscrithesoath or makes and subscribes the
affirmation set out in the Fourth Schedule.

CHAPTER IX - THE EXECUTIVE
The Public Service
Appointments by the President.

54. The President shall appoint all public officexguired by the Constitution or other
written law to be appointed by the President, aé agthe Attorney-General and the
Heads of the Army, the Navy, the Air Force andRioéice Force.

The Public Service.

55. (1) Subject to the provisions of the Constitatithe appointment, transfer, dismissal
and disciplinary control of public officers is hbgevested in the Cabinet of Ministers,
and all public officers shall hold office at pleasu

(2) The Cabinet of Ministers shall not delegatepitsvers of appointment, transfer,
dismissal and disciplinary control in respect obHeg of Departments.

(3) The Cabinet of Ministers may from time to tichelegate its powers of appointment,
transfer, dismissal and disciplinary control ofatpublic officers to the Public Service
Commission :

Provided that the Cabinet of Ministers may, fromdito time and notwithstanding any
delegation under this Article, delegate to any gl its power of transfer in respect of
such categories of officers as may be specified,ugron such delegation, the Public
Service Commission or any committee thereof shatllexercise such power in respect of
such categories of officers.

For the purposes of this proviso, “transfer” metdresmoving of a public officer from
one post to another post in same service or isdh®ee grade of the same Ministry or
Department with no change in salary.

(4) Subject to the provisions of the Constitutitthig Cabinet of Ministers shall provide
for and determine all matters relating to publiftogfrs, including the formulation of
schemes of recruitment and codes of conduct foligpafficers, the principles to be



followed in making promotions and transfers, arelghocedure for the exercise and the
delegation of the powers of appointment, trangfesmissal and disciplinary control of
public officers.

(5) Subject to the jurisdiction conferred on theme Court under paragraph (1) of
Article 126 no court or tribunal shall have powerjarisdiction to inquire into, pronounce
upon or in any manner call in question, any ordeatexision of the Cabinet of Ministers,
a Minister, the Public Service Commission, a Corteribf the Public Service
Commission or of a public officer, in regard to angtter concerning the appointment,
transfer, dismissal or disciplinary control of apa officer.

(6) For the purposes of this Article and Articléstd 59 (both inclusive) “public officer”
does not include a member of the Army, Navy orHarce.

Public Services Commission.

56. (1) There shall be a Public Service Commissibith shall consist of not less than
five persons appointed by the President. The Reatsghall nominate one of the
members of the Commission to be the Chairman.

(2) No person shall be appointed or continue agiper of the Public Service
Commission if he is a Member of Parliament.

(3) Every person who, immediately before his apjmoent as a member of the Public
Service Commission, was a public officer or a judiofficer shall, when such appoint-
ment takes effect, cease to hold such office, &all be ineligible for further
appointment as a public officer or judicial officer

Provided that any such person shall, until he cetisbe a member of the Public Service
Commission, or while continuing to be such a meméattains the age at which he would,
if he were a public officer or a judicial officaas the case may be, be required to retire,
be deemed to be a public officer or a judiciala#fi and to hold a pensionable office in
the service of the State, for the purposes of aayigion relating to the grant of
pensions, gratuities or other allowances in respestich service.

(4) Every member of the Public Service Commissiuailshold office for a period of five
years from the date of his appointment, unlessaniése resigns his office by a writing
under his hand addressed to the President, omisuwed from office by the President for
cause assigned, but shall be eligible for reappent.

(5) The President may grant leave from his dutesty member of the Public Service
Commission and may appoint a person qualified ta bember of the Public Service
Commission to be a temporary member for the pesfaiich leave.



(6) A member of the Public Service Commission shalpaid such salary as may be
determined by Parliament. The salary payable tosaieip member shall be charged on
the Consolidated Fund and shall not be diminishgthd his term of office.

(7) There shall be a Secretary to the Public Ser@iemmission who shall be appointed
by the Commission.

(8) The quorum for any meeting of the Commissicalldhe three members.

(9) The Public Service Commission shall have pawerct notwithstanding any vacancy
in its membership, and no act or proceeding ofdbmmission shall be, or be deemed to
be, invalid by reason only of any such vacancynyr@efect in the appointment of a
member.

(10) For the purposes of Chapter IX of the PenaleCa member of the Public Service
Commission shall be deemed to be a public servant.

Committees of Public Service Commission.

57. (1) Whenever the Cabinet of Ministers so dg¢ice Chairman of the Public Service
Commission shall appoint a Committee of the Pub&cvice Commission to exercise the
powers of the Commission in respect of such categaf public officers as are specified
in such direction.

(2) Upon a direction being made under paragrapbf(fl)is Article, the Chairman of the
Public Service Commission shall appoint a Committeesisting of three members of the
Public Service Commission. Where such Chairmamigmber of the Committee so
appointed, he shall be the Chairman of the Comejited where he is not a member of
the Committee so appointed, then such member bbimittee as may be nominated
in writing by such Chairman, shall be the Chairméthat Committee.

(3) Upon the appointment of any such Committee Pihielic Service Commission shall
cease to exercise its powers of appointment, teandismissal and disciplinary control in
respect of the categories of public officers spediin the direction for the appointment
of such Committee.

(4) There shall be a Secretary to each such Coeenitho shall be appointed by the
Public Service Commission.

(5) The quorum for any meeting of any such Commigtieall be two members.

(6) Any such Committee shall have power to act tbstanding any vacancy in its
membership and any act or proceeding of any suchn@itiee shall not be, or be deemed
to be, invalid by reason only of any such vacancgny defect in the appointment of a
member.



Delegation by Public service Commission or any Comittee thereof.

58. (1) The Public Service Commission or any Cortaaithereof may delegate to a
public officer, subject to such conditions as mayphescribed by the Cabinet of
Ministers, its powers of appointment, transferpdgsal or disciplinary control of any
category of public officers.

(2) Any public officer aggrieved by any order adrisfer or dismissal, or any other order
relating to a disciplinary matter made by a pubfiicer to whom the Public Service
Commission or any Committee thereof has delegétgubwers under the preceding
paragraph shall have a right of appeal to the B\ 8#rvice Commission or such
Committee, as the ease may be.

Power of Cabinet of Ministers to alter, vary, or rescind appointments.
59. The Cabinet of Ministers shall have the powalter, vary or rescind -

(a) any appointment, order of transfer or dismissalny other order relating to a
disciplinary matter made, on appeal or otherwigehle Public Service Commission or a
Committee thereof;

(b) any order of transfer made by a Minister; or

(c) any appointment made by a public officer to whihe Public Service Commission or
any Committee thereof has delegated its powersrufdiele 58 (1).

Interference with Public Service Commission an offiece.

60. Every person who, otherwise than in the coaf$es duty, directly or indirectly, by
himself or by any other person, in any matter wbeyger, influences or attempts to
influence any decision of the Public Service Consnois, or of any Committee thereof,

or of any member of such Commission or of any publiicer exercising any powers
delegated by such Commission or Committee, shajldey of an offence, and shall, on
conviction by the High Court after trial withoufay be liable to a fine not exceeding
one thousand rupees or to imprisonment for a texhexceeding one year or to both such
fine and such imprisonment and fine:

Provided that nothing in this Article shall proliany person from giving a certificate or
testimonial to any applicant or candidate for anglig office.

Official oath or affirmation.
61. A person appointed to any office referred tthis Chapter shall not enter upon the

duties of his office until he takes and subscrithesoath or makes and subscribes the
affirmation set out in the Fourth Schedule.



CHAPTER X - THE LEGISLATURE
Parliament

62. (1) There shall be a Parliament which shalkirof two hundred and twenty-five
Members elected in accordance with the provisidrikeConstitutiorjl]

(2) Unless Parliament is sooner dissolved, everlydP@ent shall continue for six years
from the date appointed for its first meeting andanger, and the expiry of the said
period of six years shall operate as a dissolufdParliament.

Official oath or affirmation.

63. Except for the purpose of electing the SpeaileiMember shall sit or vote in
Parliament until he has taken and subscribed th@vimg oath, or made and subscribed
the following affirmation, before Parliament :-

B IR do solemnly declare and affifsavear that | will uphold and defend the
Constitution of the Democratic Socialist RepubliSoi Lanka.”

Speaker, Deputy Speaker and Deputy Chairman of Comittees.

64. (1) Parliament shall, at its first meeting ai&gGeneral Election, elect three Members
to be respectively the Speaker, the Deputy SpeakdChairman of Committees
(hereinafter referred to as the “Deputy Speakert) the Deputy Chairman of
Committees thereof.

(2) A Member holding office as the Speaker or tleplty Speaker or the Deputy
Chairman of Committees shall unless he earliegnsshis office by a writing under his
hand addressed to the President or ceases to eendd\, vacate his office on the
dissolution of Parliament.

(3) Whenever the office of Speaker, Deputy Speak&eputy Chairman of Committees
becomes vacant otherwise than as a result of aldigs of Parliament, Parliament shall
at its first meeting after the occurrence of theareey elect another Member to be the
Speaker, the Deputy Speaker or the Deputy Chaioh@ommittees, as the case may be.

(4) If Parliament, after having been dissolvedusimoned under paragraph (7) of
Article 70, each of the Members mentioned in paplr(2) of this Article shall,
notwithstanding anything therein, resume and comtito hold his office while that
Parliament is kept in session.

(5) The Speaker, or in his absence the Deputy $peakin their absence the Deputy
Chairman of Committees, shall preside at sittifg8arliament. If none of them is
present, a Member elected by Parliament for thimgishall preside at that sitting of
Parliament.



Secretary General of Parliament.

65. (1) There shall be a Secretary-General of &adint who shall be appointed by the
President and who shall hold office during goodawébuir.

(2) The salary of the Secretary-General shall beradened by Parliament, shall be
charged on the Consolidated Fund and shall notrbmidhed during his term of office.

(3) The members of the staff of the Secretary-Garstrall be appointed by him with the
approval of the Speaker.

(4) The salaries of the members of the staff ofSkeretary-General shall be charged on
the Consolidated Fund.

(5) The office of the Secretary-General shall beeaacant—

(a) upon his death;

(b) on his resignation in writing addressed toRnesident;

(c) on his attaining the age of sixty years, unkeadiament otherwise provides by law;

(d) on his removal by the President on accounll bealth or physical or mental
infirmity; or

(e) on his removal by the President upon an addreBarliament.

(6) Whenever the Secretary-General is unable @hdrge the functions of his office, the
President may appoint a person to act in the pétee Secretary-General.

Vacation of seats.
66. The seat of a Member shall become vacant -
(a) upon his death;

(b) if, by a writing under his hand addressed ® 3ecretary-General of Parliament, he
resigns his seat;

(c) upon his assuming the office of President cquest to his election to such office,
either by the People or by Parliament;

(d) if he becomes subject to any disqualificatipaafied in Article 89 or 91;

(e) if he becomes a member of the Public Servi@namployee of a public corporation
or, being a member of the Public Service or an eygd of a public corporation, does



not cease to be a member of such Service or aroge®gbf such corporation, before he
sits in Parliament;

(f) if, without the leave of Parliament first obtad, he absents himself from the sittings
of Parliament during a continuous period of thremths;

(9) if his election as a Member is declared voidenthe law in force for the time being;
(h) upon the dissolution of Parliament; or

(i) upon a resolution for his expulsion being passeterms of Article 81.

Privileges, immunities and powers of Parliament andlembers.

67. The privileges, immunities, and powers of Ramknt and of its Members may be
determined and regulated by Parliament by law,wridl so determined and regulated,
the provisions of the Parliament (Powers and Rmak) Act, shall, mutatis mutandis,

apply.
Allowances of Members.

68. (1) Ministers, Deputy Ministers and MembersJuding the Speaker, the Deputy
Speaker and the Deputy Chairman of Committees|, lsbégdaid such remuneration or
allowance as may be provided by Parliament, bydaty resolution, and the receipt
thereof shall not disqualify the recipient frontisigj or voting in Parliament.

(2) Until Parliament so provides, the remunerapagable to Ministers, Deputy
Ministers and Members, including the Speaker, tepudy Speaker and the Deputy
Chairman of Committees, shall be the same as tharreration paid to Ministers,
Deputy Ministers and Members including the Speatker Deputy Speaker and the
Deputy Chairman of Committees of the National Sésembly immediately prior to the
commencement of the Constitution.

Power of Parliament to act notwithstanding vacancis.

69. Parliament shall have power to act notwithstegndny vacancy in its membership,
and its proceedings shall be valid notwithstandiveg it is discovered subsequently that a
person who was not entitled so to do sat or votestlerwise took part in the
proceedings.

[1] Original Article 62 (1) repealed and substitutgdie Fourteenth Amendment to the
Constitution Sec. 2.

CHAPTER XI - THE LEGISLATURE



Procedures and Powers
Sessions of Parliament.

70. (1) The President may, from time to time, bgdlamation summon, prorogue and
dissolve Parliament :

Provided that -

(a) subject to the provisions of sub-paragraphwtten a General Election has been held
consequent upon a dissolution of Parliament byPitesident, the President shall not
thereafter dissolve Parliament until the expirabb@a period of one year from the date of
such General Election, unless Parliament by resoluequests the President to dissolve
Parliament;

(b) the President shall not dissolve Parliamentherrejection of the Statement of
Government Policy at the commencement of the $ession of Parliament after a
General Election;

(c) subject to the provisions of sub-paragraphtf®,President shall not dissolve
Parliament after the Speaker has entertained &utesocomplying with the
requirements of sub-paragraphs (a) and (b) of paphg(2) of Article 38, unless -

() such resolution is not passed as required byparagraph (c) of paragraph (2) of
Article 38;

(i) the Supreme Court determines and reportstti@President has not become perma-
nently incapable of discharging the functions af diifice or that the President has not
been guilty of any of the other allegations corgdiim such resolution;

(iif) the consequent resolution for the removathef President is not passed as required
by sub-paragraph (e) of paragraph (2) of Article@8

(iv) Parliament by resolution requests the Pregittedissolve Parliament;

(d) where the President has not dissolved Parliasmrsequent upon the rejection by
Parliament of the Appropriation Bill, the Presidshall dissolve Parliament if Parliament
rejects the next Appropriation Bill.

(2) Parliament shall be summoned to meet onceaat ie every year.

(3) A Proclamation proroguing Parliament shalldidate for the next session, not being
more than two months after the date of the Prodiama

Provided that, at any time while Parliament stgmdsogued, the President may by
Proclamation -



() summon Parliament for an earlier date, not §éess than three days from the date of
such Proclamation, or

(ii) subject to the provisions of this Article, dave Parliament.

(4) All matters which, having been duly broughtdrefParliament, have not been
disposed of at the time of the prorogation of Ranknt, may be proceeded with during
the next session.

()

(a) A Proclamation dissolving Parliament shalldidate or dates for the election of
Members of Parliament, and shall summon the neliaifant to meet on a date not later
than three months after the date of such Proclamati

(b) Upon the dissolution of Parliament by virtuettod provisions of paragraph (2) of
Article 62, the President shall forthwith by Prouokation fix a date or dates for the
election of Members of Parliament, and shall sumthemnew Parliament to meet on a
date not later than three months after the daseicth Proclamation.

(c) The date fixed for the first meeting of Parlemh by a Proclamation under sub-
paragraph (a) or subparagraph (b) may be varieldmpsequent Proclamation, provided
that the date so fixed by the subsequent Proclamatall be a date not later than three
months after the date of the original Proclamation.

(6) Where the poll for the election of the Prestdsrio be taken on a date which falls
between the date of dissolution of Parliament &ieddiate before which Parliament is
required by paragraph (5) of this Article to be suomed to meet, Parliament shall,
notwithstanding anything in that paragraph, be somad to meet on a date not later than
four months after the date of dissolution of Pankat.

(7) If at any time after the dissolution of Parlemhthe President is satisfied that an
emergency has arisen of such a nature that aereartieting of Parliament is necessary,
he may by Proclamation summon the Parliament wihéshbeen dissolved to meet on a
date not less than three days from the date of Buntiamation and such Parliament
shall stand dissolved upon the termination of thergency or the conclusion of the
General Election, whichever is earlier.

Adjournment.

71. Parliament may adjourn from time to time asaty determine by resolution or
Standing Order, until it is prorogued or dissolved.

Voting.



72. (1) Save as otherwise provided in the Congiittdiny question proposed for decision
by Parliament shall be decided by the majorityateg of the Members present and
voting.

(2) The person presiding shall not vote in the finstance but shall have and exercise a
casting vote in the event of an equality of votes.

Quorum.

73. If at any time during a meeting of Parliamdra attention of the person presiding is
drawn to the fact that there are fewer than twéMgynbers present, the person presiding
shall, subject to any Standing Order, adjourn ttieg without question put.

Standing Orders.

74. (1) Subject to the provisions of the ConstitatiParliament may by resolution or
Standing Order provide for—

() the election and retirement of the SpeakerQkputy Speaker and the Deputy
Chairman of Committees, and

(ii) the regulation of its business, the preseoratf order at its sittings and any other
matter for which provision is required or authodze be so made by the Constitution.

(2) Until Parliament otherwise provides by law grresolution, the Standing Orders of
the National State Assembly, operative immedigbeigr to the commencement of the
Constitution, shall, mutatis mutandis, be the Stagppn@rders of Parliament.

Legislative power.

75. Parliament shall have power to make laws, ahinlylaws having retrospective effect
and repealing or amending any provision of the Gtut®n, or adding any provision to
the Constitution:

Provided that Parliament shall not make any law—

(a) suspending the operation of the Constitutioaryr part thereof, or

(b) repealing the Constitution as a whole unles$ $aw also enacts a new Constitution
to replace it.

Delegation of legislative power.

76. (1) Parliament shall not abdicate or in any nesiralienate its legislative power, and
shall not set up any authority with any legislatpaver.



(2) It shall not be contravention of the provisiaigparagraph (1) of this Article for
Parliament to make, in any law relating to pub&cwity, provision empowering the
President to make emergency regulations in accoedaith such law.

(3) It shall not be a contravention of the prowsi@f paragraph (1) of this Article for
Parliament to make any law containing any provigorpowering any person or body to
make subordinate legislation for prescribed purposeluding the power—

(a) to appoint a date on which any law or any fiaeteof shall come into effect or cease
to have effect;

(b) to make by order any law or any part thereqliapble to any locality or to any class
of persons; and

(c) to create a legal person, by an order or an act
In sub-paragraphs (a) and (b) of this paragraglw™includes existing law.

(4) Any existing law containing any such provisesmaforesaid shall be valid and
operative.

Duties of Attorney-General in regard to published Blls.

77. (1) It shall be the duty of the Attorney-Genheéosexamine every Bill for any
contravention of the requirements of paragraphsu(tl) (2) of Article 82 and for any
provision which cannot be validly passed excepthieyspecial majority prescribed by the
Constitution; and the Attorney-General or any afiassisting the AttorneyGeneral in
the performance of his duties under this Articlelsbe afforded all facilities necessary
for the performance of such duties.

(2) If the Attorney-General is of the opinion tl@Bill contravenes any of the
requirements of paragraphs (1) and (2) of Artideo8that any provision in a Bill cannot
be validly passed except by the special majoriggpribed by the Constitution, he shall
communicate such opinion to the President:

Provided that in the case of an amendment proposadill in Parliament, the Attorney-
General shall communicate his opinion to the Speak#he stage when the Bill is ready
to be put to Parliament for its acceptance.

Publication of Bills and passing of Bills and resaitions.

78. (1) Every Bill shall be published in the Gagedt least seven days before it is placed
on the Order Paper of Parliament.

(2) The passing of a Bill or a resolution by Parent shall be in accordance with the
Constitution and the Standing Orders of Parliam&ny. one or more of the Standing



Orders may be suspended by Parliament in the cst@amoes and in the manner
prescribed by the Standing Orders.

Certificate of Speaker.

79. The Speaker shall endorse on every Bill pabgdearliament a certificate in the
following form :-

“This Bill (here state the short title of the Biljps been duly passed by Parliament.”
Such certificate may also state the majority byohtsuch Bill was passed :

Provided that where by virtue of the provisiongidicle or Article 83 or Article 84 or
Article 123 (2) a special majority is required tbe passing of a Bill, the Speaker shall
certify such Bill only if such Bill has been passeith such special majority:

Provided further that where by virtue of Article,&8e Bill or any provision thereof
requires the approval of the People at a Referenduah certificate shall further state
that the Bill or such provision shall not become lantil approved by the People at a
Referendum.

When Bill becomes law.

80. (1) Subject to the provisions of paragraphofzhis Article, a Bill passed by
Parliament shall become law when the certificatthefSpeaker is endorsed thereon.

(2) Where the Cabinet of Ministers has certifieat thny Bill or any provision thereof is
intended to be submitted for approval by the PeapkeReferendum or where the
Supreme Court has determined that a Bill or anyipian thereof requires the approval
of the People at a Referendum or where any Bdulsmitted to the People by
Referendum under paragraph (2) of Article 85, dBitlhor such provision shall become
law upon being approved by the People at a Referand accordance with paragraph
(3) of Article 85 only when the President certifteat the Bill or provision thereof has
been so approved. The President shall endorseevg Bill so approved a certificate in
the following form : -

“This Bill/provision has been duly approved by People at a Referendum.”

No such certificate shall be endorsed by the Peasidn a Bill —

(a) in any case where no petition is filed challagghe validity of the referendum at
which such bill was approved by the People, ufitdrahe expiration of the period within

which a petition may be filed, under the law apgtie in that behalf, challenging the
validity of such referendum :



(b) in any case where a petition is filed challeggihe validity of the Referendum at
which such Bill was approved by the People, uritdrahe Supreme Court determines
that such Referendum was valid.

Every such certificate shall be final and conclasand shall not be called in question in
any court.

(3) Where a Bill becomes law upon the certificdtéhe President or the Speaker, as the
case may be, being endorsed thereon, no coutbangél shall inquire into, pronounce
upon or in any manner call in question the validityuch Act on any ground
whatsoever.

Expulsion of Members and imposition of civic disabity.

81. (1) Where a Special Presidential Commissionadiry established under the Special
Presidential Commissions of Inquiry Law, No. 7 68, and consisting of a member or
members each of whom is a Judge of the Supremd,@nurt of Appeal, High Court or
the District Court recommends that any person shbalmade subject to civic disability
by reason of any act done or omitted to be donguloh person before or after the
commencement of the Constitution, Parliament magebglution passed by not less than
two-thirds of the whole number of Members (incluglthose not present) voting in its
favour -

(a) impose civic disability on such person for a@ge not exceeding seven years, and
(b) expel such person from Parliament, if he iseder of Parliament.

Where a Special Presidential Commission of Inqoaysists of more than one member,
a recommendation made by the majority of such mesnbecase of any difference of
opinion, shall be, and shall be deemed for all pses to be, the recommendation of such
Commission of Inquiry.

(2) No such resolution shall be entertained bySpeaker or placed on the Order Paper
of Parliament unless introduced by the Prime Mearistith the approval of the Cabinet of
Ministers.

(3) The Speaker shall endorse on every resoluti@sqd in accordance with the
preceding provisions of this Article a certificatethe following form: -

"This resolution has been duly passed by Parliammestcordance with the provisions of
Article 81 of the Constitution.”

Every such certificate shall be conclusive forpaliposes and shall not be questioned in
any court, and no court or tribunal shall inquirei or pronounce upon or in any manner
call in question, the validity of such resolutiom any ground whatsoever.



(4) In this Article, “District Court” means a Digtt Court created and established by
existing law and includes a court that may be eckaly Parliament to exercise and
perform powers and functions corresponding or sutistlly similar to the powers and
functions exercised and performed by the DistrictiG

[1] Substituted by the Fourteenth Amendment to thes@otion Sec. (4) for “duly
approved by the People at a Referendum”.

CHAPTER XII - THE LEGISLATURE
Amendment of the Constitution
Amendment or repeal of the Constitution must be exgess.

82. (1) No Bill for the amendment of any provisiafithe Constitution shall be placed on
the Order Paper of Parliament, unless the provisidye repealed, altered or added, and
consequential amendments, if any, are expressbifsgeein the Bill and is described in
the long title thereof as being an Act for the adraant of the Constitution.

(2) No Bill for the repeal of the Constitution shia¢ placed on the Order Paper of
Parliament unless the Bill contains provisions aepig the Constitution and is described
in the long title thereof as being an Act for tepeal and replacement of the
Constitution.

(3) If in the opinion of the Speaker, a Bill doext nomply with the requirements of
paragraph (1) or paragraph (2) of this Articleshall direct that such Bill be not
proceeded with unless it is amended so as to cowifthythose requirements.

(4) Notwithstanding anything in the preceding psbens of this Article, it shall be lawful
for a Bill which complies with the requirementspafragraph (1) or paragraph (2) of this
Article to be amended by Parliament provided thatBill as so amended shall comply
with those requirements.

(5) A Bill for the amendment of any provision o&tonstitution or for the repeal and
replacement of the Constitution, shall become falve number of votes cast in favour
thereof amounts to not less than two-thirds ofwhele number of Members (including
those not present) and upon a certificate by tesi@ent or the Speaker, as the case may
be, being endorsed thereon in accordance withrihagions of Article 80 or 79.

(6) No provision in any law shall, or shall be desghto, amend, repeal or replace the
Constitution or any provision thereof, or be s@ipteted or construed, unless enacted in
accordance with the requirements of the precediagigions of this Article.

(7) In this Chapter, “amendment” includes repelsération and addition.



Approval of certain Bills at a Referendum.
83. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in gnevisions of Article 82—

(a) a Bill for the amendment or for the repeal egglacement of or which is inconsistent
with any of the provisions of Articles 1, 2, 3,%,8, 9, 10 and 11, or of this Article, and

(b) a Bill for the amendment or for the repeal asplacement of or which is inconsistent
with the provisions of paragraph (2) of Article 80of paragraph (2) of Article 62 which
would extend the term of office of the Presidenthar duration of Parliament, as the case
may be, to over six years, shall become law ifrthimber of votes cast in favour thereof
amounts to not less than two-thirds of the wholmber of Members (including those not
present), is approved by the People at a Refererahuha certificate is endorsed thereon
by the President in accordance with Article 80.

Bills inconsistent with the Constitution.

84. (1) A Bill which is not for the amendment ofygorovision of the Constitution or for
the repeal and replacement of the Constitutionwbuth is inconsistent with any
provision of the Constitution may he placed on@hder Paper of Parliament without
complying with the requirements of paragraph (1paragraph (2) of Article 82.

(2) Where the Cabinet of Ministers has certifieat th Bill is intended to be passed by the
special majority required by this Article or wheéhe Supreme Court has determined that
a Bill requires to be passed by such special ntgj@uch Bill shall become law only if
the number of votes cast in favour thereof amotmt®t less than two-thirds of the
whole number of Members (including those not prgsamd a certificate by the President
or the Speaker, as the case may be, is endorsedth@ accordance with the provisions
of Article 80 or 79.

(3) Such a Bill when enacted into law shall not] ahall not be deemed to, amend,
repeal or replace the Constitution or any provisimreof, and shall not be so interpreted
or construed, and may thereafter be repealed bgjarity of the votes of the Members
present and voting.

CHAPTER XIII - THE REFERENDUM
Submission of Bills to People by Referendum.

85. (1) The President shall submit to the PeoplB&ierendum every Bill or any
provision in any Bill which the Cabinet of Ministehas certified as being intended to be
submitted to the People by Referendum, or whiclStilngreme Court has determined as
requiring the approval of the People at a Referendihe number of votes cast in
favour of such Bill amounts to not less than twivety of the whole number of Members
(including those not present).



(2) The President may in his discretion submih®RPeople by Referendum any Bill (not
being a Bill for the repeal or amendment of anymion of the Constitution, or for the
addition of any provision to the Constitution, or the repeal and replacement of the
Constitution, or which is inconsistent with any yigson of the Constitution), which has
been rejected by Parliament.

(3) Any Bill or any provision in any Bill submittet the People by Referendum shall be
deemed to be approved by the People if approvehlabsolute majority of the valid
votes cast at such Referendum:

Provided that when the total number of valid vatast does not exceed two-thirds of the
whole number of electors entered in the regista&i@dtors, such Bill shall be deemed to
be approved only if approved by not less than direl-bf the whole number of such
electors.

Submission of matters of national importance to Paue by Referendum.

86. The President may, subject to the provisionsrble 85, submit to the People by
Referendum any matter which in the opinion of thesilent is of national importance.

Parliament to provide for procedure.

87. (1) Every Referendum shall be conducted byCiiamissioner of Elections who
shall communicate the result thereof to the Preside

(2) Parliament shall by law provide for all mattegating to the procedure for the
submission of Bills and of matters of national irrtpace to the People by Referenda, the
register of electors to be used at a Referenduarcrbation of offences relating thereto
and the punishment therefor, and, all other mattecgssary or incidental thereto.

CHAPTER XIV - THE FRANCHISE AND ELECTIONS

Right to be an elector.

88. Every person shall, unless disqualified asihafeer provided, be qualified to be an
elector at the election of the President and oMeenbers of Parliament or to vote at any
Referendum :

Provided that no such person shall be entitletbte unless his name is entered in the
appropriate register of electors.

Disqualification to be an elector.



89. No person shall be qualified to be an eledt@anaelection of the President, or of the
Members of Parliament or to vote at any Referendfing is subject to any of the
following disqualifications, namely-

(a) if he is not a citizen of Sri Lanka ;

(b) if he has not attained the age of eighteensyearthe qualifying date specified by law
under the provisions of Article 101 ;

(c) if he is under any law in force in Sri Lankaufml or declared to be of unsound mind ;

(d) if he is serving or has during the period ofeseyears immediately preceding
completed serving of a sentence of imprisonmentbgtever name called) for a term
not less than six months imposed after convictiparty court for an offence punishable
with imprisonment for a term not less than two gearis under sentence of death or is
serving or has during the period of seven yearsatiately preceding completed the
serving of a sentence of imprisonment for a termess than six months awarded in lieu
of execution of such sentence :

Provided that if any person disqualified under trasagraph is granted a free pardon
such disqualification shall cease from the datevbith the pardon is granted ;

(e) if a period of seven years has not elapseesinc

() the last of the dates, if any, of his beingwoted of any offence under section 52 (1)
or 53 of the Ceylon (Parliamentary Elections) OnideCouncil, 1946, or of such offence
under the law for the time being relating to Refel@ or to the election of the President
or of Members of Parliament as would corresponahntoffence under either of the said

two sections ;

(i) the last of the dates, if any, of his beingnewted of a corrupt practice under the
Ceylon (Parliamentary Elections) Order in Court846, or of such offence under the
law for the time being relating to Referenda othi® election of the President or of
Members of Parliament as would correspond to ticecgarupt practice ;

(iii) the last of the dates, if any, being a ddterathe commencement of the Constitution,
of a report made by a Judge finding him guilty oy @orrupt practice under the Ceylon
(Parliamentary Elections) Order in Council, 1946under any law for the time being
relating to Referenda or to the election of thesklent or of Members of Parliament ;

(iv) the last of the dates, if any, of his beingneicted or found guilty of bribery under
the provisions of the Bribery Act or of any futdasv as would correspond to the Bribery
Act ;

(f) if a period of five years has not elapsed since



() the last of the dates, if any, of his beingwoted of any offence under the provisions
of sections 77 to 82 (both inclusive) of the Lo&athorities Elections Ordinance or for
such offence under any future law as would corredpo any offence under the said
sections ; or

(i) the last of the dates, if any, of his beingnewted of an offence under the provisions
of sections 2 and 3 of the Public Bodies (PreventibCorruption) Ordinance or of such
offence under any future law as would corresporitiécsaid offence ;

(g) if a period of three years has not elapsedesinc

(i) the last of the dates, if any, of his beingwoted of an illegal practice under the
Ceylon (Parliamentary Elections) Order in Court846, or of such offence under the
law for the time being relating to Referenda othi® election of the President or of
Members of Parliament as would correspond to titkibagal practice ;

(i) The last of the dates, if any, being a daterathe commencement of the Constitution,
of a report made by a Judge finding him guilty oy dlegal practice under the Ceylon
(Parliamentary Elections) Order in Council, 1946under any law for the time being
relating to Referenda or to the election of theslent or of Members of Parliament ;

(h) if a resolution for the imposition of civic @isility upon him has been passed in terms
of Article 81, and the period of such civic dis&@ispecified in such resolution has not
expired ;

(i) if a period of seven years has not elapsedesinc

() the date of his being convicted of any offenceler the provisions of sections 188 to
201 (both inclusive) of the Penal Code or for sottter offence under any future law as
would correspond to any offence under the saidsegtor

(i) the date of his being convicted of an offereéeontempt against, or in disrespect of,
the authority of any Special Presidential Commissibinquiry consisting of such
member or members specified in Article 81 by reasion

(1) the failure of such person, without cause wihiicthe opinion of such Commission is
reasonable, to appear before such Commission éiieeand place mentioned in any
summons which such Commission is empowered bydasstue, or

(2) the refusal of such person to be sworn orratul, or the refusal or failure of such
person, without cause which in the opinion of sGodmmission is reasonable, to answer
any question put to such person touching the nsatlieected to be inquired into by such
Commission, or

(3) the refusal or failure of such person, withcatise which in the opinion of such
Commission is reasonable, to produce and showdo Gommission any document or



thing which is in the possession or power of suets@n and which in the opinion of such
Commission is necessary for arriving at the trdtthe matters to be inquired into by
such Commission.

()) if the period of his disqualification imposedder Article 116 has not elapsed.

Qualification for election as Member of Parliament.

90. Every Person who is qualified to be an eleshall be qualified to be elected as a
Member of Parliament unless he is disqualified urlde provisions of Article 91.

Disqualification for election as Member of Parliamet.

91. No person shall be qualified to be elected ember of Parliament or to sit and
vote in Parliament —

(a) if he is or becomes subject to any of the diifjoations specified in Article 89 ;
(b) if he -

(i) stands nominated as a candidate for electiomfare than one electoral district at a
General Election,

(i) stands nominated as a candidate for electiombre than one recognized political
party or independent group in respect of any efattistrict,

(iif) stands nominated as a candidate for elediworan electoral district and before the
conclusion of the election for that electoral dctthe stands nominated as a candidate for
election for any other electoral district, or

(iv) being a Member of Parliament, except in threwinstances referred to in Article 70
(7) or Article 155 (4) (i), stands nominated asaadidate for election for any electoral
district ;

(c) if he is the President of the Republic;

(d)ifheis -

() a judicial officer,

(i) the Parliamentary Commissioner for Adminisioat

(i) the Secretary-General of Parliament or a mends his staff,

(iv) a member of the Public Service Commission,



(v) the Commissioner of Elections,
(vi) the Auditor-General,

(vii) a public officer holding any office creatediq to November 18, 1970, the initial of
the salary scale of which was, on November 18, 18@0less than Rs. 6,720 per annum,
or such other amount per annum as would, undesalngequent revision of salary
scales, correspond to such initial,

(viii) a public officer holding any office createdter November 18, 1970, the initial of
the salary scale of which is, on the date of tleaton of that office, not less than the
initial of the salary scale applicable, on thatedéb an office referred to in item (vii) or
such other amount per annum as would, under arsegulent revision of salary scales,
correspond to the first-mentioned initial,

(ix) an officer in any public corporation holdingyaoffice created prior to November 18,
1970, the initial of the salary scale of which was,November 18, 1970, not less than
Rs. 7,200 per annum or such other amount per amsurould, under any subsequent
revision of salary scales, correspond to suchaihiti

(x) an officer in any public corporation holdingyaoffice created after November 18,
1970, the initial of the salary scale of whichas,the date of creation of that office, not
less than the initial of the salary scale applieaii that date to an office referred to in
item (ix) or such other amount per annum as wauhder any subsequent revision of
salary scales, correspond to the first mentiongizlin

(xi) a member of the Regular Force of the Army, av Air Force, or
(xii) a police officer or a public officer exeramj police functiongl]

(e) if he has any such interest in any such coninacle by or on behalf of the State or a
public corporation as Parliament shall by law priegc;

(f) if he is an undischarged bankrupt or insolvésatying been declared bankrupt or
insolvent ;

(9) if during the preceding seven years he has bdpriged by a competent court or by a
Special Presidential Commission of Inquiry to hageepted a bribe or gratification
offered with a view to influencing his judgmenta®Member of Parliament or as a
member of the legislature prior to the commenceroétite Constitution.

(2) For the purposes of sub-paragraph (g) of papg(l) of this Article, the acceptance
by a Member of Parliament of any allowance or offeyment made to him by any trade
union or other organization solely for the purposais maintenance shall be deemed not
to be the acceptance of a bribe or gratification.



Disqualification for election as President.

92. Every person who is qualified to be an elest@ll be qualified to be elected to the
office of President unless he is subject to antheffollowing disqualifications -

(a) if he has not attained the age of thirty years;

(b) if he is not qualified to be elected as a MemddéParliament under sub-paragraph
(d), (e), (f) or (g) of paragraph (1) of Article 91

(c) if he has been twice elected to the office efsitlent by the People; and

(d) if he has been removed from the office of Rtest under the provisions of sub-
paragraph (e) of paragraph (2) of Article 38.

Election to be free, equal and secret.

93. The voting for the election of the Presidenthaf Republic and of the Members of
Parliament and at any Referendum shall be freelend by secret ballot.

Election of the President.

94. (1) At the election of the President every vethile casting his vote for any
candidate may-

(a) where there are three candidates for electipecify his second preference ; and

(b) where there are more than three candidatesldation, specify his second and third
preferences.

(2) The candidate, if any, who receives more thagtlaalf of the valid votes cast shall be
declared elected as President

(3) Where no candidate is declared elected undegpaph (2) of this Article, the
candidate or candidates, other than the candiddteseceived the highest and second
highest number of such votes, shall be eliminatech fthe contest, and -

(a) the second preference of each voter whosehamtdoeen for a candidate eliminated
from the contest, shall, if it is for one or théet of the remaining two candidates, be
counted as a vote for such candidate and be addéé t/otes counted in his favour
under paragraph (2), and



(b) the third preference of each voter referrehtsub-paragraph (a) whose second
preference is not counted under that sub-paragaplh if it is for one or the other of the
remaining two candidates, be counted as a votsuichn candidate and be added to the
votes counted in his favour under sub-paragraphr{d)paragraph (2), and the candidate
who receives the majority of the votes so countedl $e declared elected as President.

(4) Where an equality is found to exist betweenvibtes received by two or more
candidates and the addition of one vote would detes-

(a) which candidate is to be declared elected utdeArticle ; or

(b) which candidate is not to be eliminated unties Article, then the determination of
the candidate to whom such additional vote shalldemed to have been given for the
purpose of such determination shall be made by lot.

Delimitation Commission.

95. (1) Within three months of the commencemenhefConstitution, the President shall
for the delimitation of electoral districts, estighla Delimitation Commission consisting
of three persons appointed by him who he is satiséire not actively engaged in politics.
The President shall appoint one of such persohs the Chairman.

(2) If any member of the Delimitation Commissiorabldie or resign or if the President
is satisfied that any such member has become ibtapédischarging his functions as
such, the President shall, in accordance with tbeigions of paragraph (1) of this
Article, appoint another person in his place.

Electoral districts.

96. (1) The Delimitation Commission shall divide Bainka into not less than twenty and
not more than twenty-fiy&] electoral districts, and shall assign names tbheret

(2) Each Province of Sri Lanka may itself consétah electoral district or may be
divided into two or more electoral districts.

(3) Where a Province is divided into a number ettral districts the Delimitation
Commission shall have regard to the existing adstriaiive districts so as to ensure as far
as is practicable that each electoral districtldgfeban administrative district or a
combination of two or more administrative distriotstwo or more electoral districts
together constitute an administrative district.

(4) The electoral districts of each Province stakther be entitled to return four
members, (independently of the number of membershathey are entitled to return by
reference to the number of electors whose name=saappthe registers of electors of



such electoral districts), and the Delimitation @oission shall apportion such
entitlement equitably among such electoral didrict

(5) In the event of a difference of opinion amohg members of the Delimitation
Commission, the opinion of the majority thereoflspeevail and shall be deemed to be
the decision of the Commission. Where each memisecCommission is of a different
opinion, the opinion of the Chairman shall be degtoebe the decision of the
Commission. Any dissentient member may state lasams for such dissent.

(6) The Chairman of the Delimitation Commissionlsbeammunicate the decisions of
the Commission together with the reasons, if atated by a dissentient member to the
President.

96A[3]
Proclamation of names &c. of electoral districts.

97. The President shall by Proclamation publishimaes and boundaries of the
electoral districts and the number of members, wkach such electoral district is
entitled to return by virtue of the provisions @rpgraph (4) of Article 96 in accordance
with the decision of the Delimitation CommissiomeTelectoral districts specified in the
Proclamation shall come into operation at the eesuing General Election of Members
of Parliament and shall thereafter be the electtisdticts of Sri Lanka for all the
purposes of the Constitution and of any law fortthee being in force relating to the
election of Members of Parliament.

Number of Members to be returned by the several etgoral districts and their
appointment among such electoral districts.

98. (1) The several electoral districts shall tbgebe entitled to return one hundred and
ninety-six members.

(2) The apportionment of the number of memberseéhah electoral district shall be
entitled to return shall, in the case of thirty-sbembers, be determined in accordance
with the provisions of paragraph (4) of Article 96.

(3) The apportionment of the number of membersehah electoral district shall be
entitled to return out of the balance number of bmedred and sixty members shall be
determined in accordance with the succeeding pmnssof this Article.

(4) The total number of electors whose names appéhe registers of electors of all the

electoral districts shall be divided by one hundzad sixty. The whole number, resulting
from such division (any fraction not being taketoiaccount) is hereinafter referred to as
the "qualifying number".

(5) The total number of electors whose names apgpéhe register of electors of each
electoral district shall be divided by the qualifginumber and each electoral district



shall be entitled to return such number of memhbsers equivalent to the whole number

resulting from the division of the total numbersofch electors in that electoral district by
the qualifying number and the balance number o €lectors, if any, after such division
shall be dealt with, if necessary, in accordande paragraph (6) of this Article.

(6) Where the total number of members to be retlibyeall the electoral districts
ascertained by reference to the qualifying numbecicordance with paragraph (5) of
this Article is less than one hundred and sixty iners, the apportionment of the
entittement among the electoral districts of thiaibee number of members shall be by
reference to the balance number of such electatsratine case of any electoral district
not entitled to return a single member accordinthéodetermination made under
paragraph (5), the total number of electors wh@sees appear in the register of electors
of such electoral district, the electoral disthewing the highest of such balance number
of such electors or such total number of such etecbeing entitled to return one more
member and so on until the total number of membéetreturned number one hundred
and sixty.

(7) Where in making an apportionment under pardg(ép of this Article an equality is
found to exist between two or more balance numbeuch electors or two or more total
number of such electors or any combination of tla@ah the addition of one such elector
would entitle one electoral district to return aldional member, the determination of
the electoral district to which one such electalishe deemed to be added shall be
determined by lot.

(8) The Commissioner of Elections, as soon as plesafter the certification of the
registers of electors for all the electoral dissichall, by Order published in the Gazette,
certify the number of members which each electdistlict is entitled to return by virtue
of the Proclamation under Article 97 and this Agi¢4]

(9) For the purposes of this Article "the regisieelectors” means the register of electors
for the time being in operation on the basis ofchitan election is being held.

Proportional Representation.

(99) (1) At any election of Members of Parliamehg total number of members which
an electoral district is entitled to return shalthe number specified by the
Commissioner of Elections in the Order publisheddnordance with the provisions of
paragraph (8) of Article 9f]

(2) Every elector at an election of Members of lRarent, shall, in addition to his vote,
be entitled to indicate his preferences for notertban three candidates nominated by
the same recognized political party or independeoup.

(3) Any recognized political party, or any groupparsons contesting as independent
candidates (hereinafter referred to as an "indep@rgtoup™) may for the purpose of any



election of Members of Parliament for any electaliatrict, submit one nomination paper
setting out the names of such number of candidesés equivalent to the number of
members to be elected for that electoral distincteased by three.

(4) Each elector whose name appears in the regisedectors shall be entitled to only
one vote notwithstanding that his name appeatsarelkectoral register in more than one
electoral district.

(5) The recognized political party or independewtug which polls the highest number
of votes in any electoral district shall be entitte have the candidate nominated by it,
who has secured the highest number of preferedeekared elected.

(6)

(a) Every recognized political party and independgaup polling less than one
twentieth of the total voté8] polled at any election in any electoral districal be
disqualified from having any candidates of suclypar group being elected for that
electoral district.

(b) The votes polled by the disqualified partied amdependent groups, if any, shall be
deducted from the total votes polled at the eleditothat electoral district and the
number of votes resulting from such deduction reimafter referred to as the "relevant
number of votes."

(7) The relevant number of votes shall be dividgdhe number of members to be
elected for that electoral district reduced by dhthe number resulting from such
division is an integer, that integer, or if thatmher is an integer and fraction, the integer
immediately higher to that integer and fractiohéseinafter referred to as the "resulting
number."

(8) The number of votes polled by each recognisgiiqgal party and independent group
(other than those parties or groups disqualifiedenparagraph (6) of this Article)
beginning with the party or group which polled thghest number of votes shall then be
divided by the resulting number and the returnifiger shall declare elected from each
such party or group, in accordance with the prefege secured by each of the candidates
nominated by such party or group (the candidatarsegthe highest number of
preferences being declared elected first, the daelisecuring the next number of
preferences being declared next and so on) sucbewoh candidates (excluding the
candidate declared elected under paragraph (BjAtticle) as is equivalent to the
whole number resulting from the division by theuldag number of the votes polled by
such party or group. The remainder of the votesny, after such division, shall be dealt
with if necessary, under paragraph (9) of thisdeti

(9) Where after the declaration of the electiomaimbers as provided in paragraph (8) of
this Article there are one or more members yeetdéxlared elected, such member or
members shall be declared elected by referendeeteemainder of the votes referred to



in paragraph (8) to the credit of each party ougrafter the declaration made under that
paragraph and the votes polled by any party orgrmi having any of its candidates
declared elected under paragraph (8), the candmbsiénated by the party or group
having the highest of such votes, who has secheetighest or next highest number of
preferences being declared elected a member amal gotil all the members to be
elected are declared elected.

(10)

(a) Where the number of votes polled by each rasedmpolitical party or independent
group is less than the resulting number referrad pmaragraph (7) of this Article the

party or group which has polled the highest nunadfentes shall be entitled to have the
candidate, nominated by that party or group (exolyithe candidate declared elected
under paragraph (5) of this Article) who has seduhe highest number of preferences
declared elected and if there are one or more menyle¢to be declared elected, the
party or group having the next highest number eés@olled shall be entitled to have the
candidate nominated by that party or group whoseasred the highest number of
preferences declared elected and so on, unthalitembers to be elected for that
electoral district are declared elected under theigions of this paragraph.

(b) After the determination under paragraph (ahéfre are one or more members yet to
be declared elected in respect of that electosatidi the provisions of that paragraph
shall, mutatis mutandis, apply to the electionumtsmembers.

(11) Where under paragraph (5) or (9) or (10) of Atrticle an equality is found to exist
between the votes polled by two or more recognpditical parties or two or more
independent groups or any combination of them hadddition of a vote would entitle
the candidate of one such party or group to bdedethe determination of the party or
group to which such additional vote shall be deetodthve been given shall be made by
lot.

(12) For the purposes of this Article the numbevates polled shall be deemed to be the
number of votes counted other than rejected votes.

(13)

(a) Where a Member of Parliament ceases, by resognaxpulsion or otherwise, to be a
member of a recognized political party or independgoup on whose nomination paper
(hereinafter referred to as the "relevant nomimagiaper") his name appeared at the time
of his becoming such Member of Parliament, his skall become vacant upon the
expiration of a period of one month from the ddthis ceasing to be such member :

Provided that in the case of the expulsion of a ldenof Parliament his seat shall not
become vacant if prior to the expiration of thelgaériod of one month he applies to the
Supreme Court by petition in writing, and the SapeeCourt upon such application
determines that such expulsion was invalid. Su¢tiqe shall be inquired into by three



Judges of the Supreme Court who shall make thesrmiénation within two months of
the filing of such petition. Where the Supreme Galetermines that the expulsion was
valid the vacancy shall occur from the date of suetermination.

(b) Where the seat of a Member of Parliament besoraeant as provided in Article 66
(other than paragraph (g) of that Article) or bstwe of the preceding provisions of this
paragraph the candidate from the relevant recodmpétical party or independent group
who has secured the next highest number of prefeseshall be declared elected to fill
such vacancy.

14)**** [zl

Election of Members of Parliament on the basis ofhe total number of votes polled
at a General Election.

99A. After the one hundred and ninety six membefarred to in Article 98 have been
declared elected at a General Election of MembielPadiament, the Commissioner of
Elections shall forthwith apportion the balancerntyenine seats among the recognized
political parties and independent groups contedirgh General Election in the same
proportion as the proportion which the number deg@olled by each such party or
group at such General Election bears to the tataiber of votes polled at such General
Election and for the purposes of such apportionpiteetprovisions of paragraphs (4),
(5), (6) and (7) of Article 98 shall, mutatis muds) apply.8]

Every recognised political party or independentugroontesting a General Election shall
submit to the Commissioner of Elections within tfwenination period specified for such
election a list of persons qualified to be ele@sdMembers of Parliament, from which it
may nominate persons to fill the seats, if any,chfguch party or group will be entitled
to, on such apportionment. The Commissioner oftiéles shall cause every list
submitted to him under this Article to be publistiedhwith in the Gazette and in one
Sinhala, Tamil and English newspaper upon the gxgithe nomination period.

Where a recognized political party or independeatig is entitled to a seat under the
apportionment referred to above, the CommissiohE&textions shall by a notice, require
the Secretary of such recognized political partgroup leader of such independent
group to nominate within one week of such noti@spns qualified to be elected as
Members of Parliament (being persons whose namegscuded in the list submitted to
the Commissioner of Elections under this Articleroany nomination paper submitted in
respect of any electoral district by such partgm@up at that election) to fill such seats
and shall declare elected as Members of Parliarttepersons so nominated.

The Commissioner of Elections shall before isstireggaforesaid notice determine
whether the number of members belonging to any cammy) ethnic or otherwise,
elected to Parliament under Article 98 is commeatsuwith the national population ratio
and request the Secretary of such recognizedqailjiarty or group leader of such
independent group in so nominating persons to éeted as Members of Parliament to



ensure as far as practicable, that the represemtatiall communities is commensurate
with its national population ratio.

For the purposes of this Article the number of gsgielled at a General Election shall be
deemed to be the number of votes actually coumddshall not include any votes
rejected as voifB]

Penalty for sitting and voting in Parliament when dsqualified.

100. Any person who -

(a) having been elected a Member of Parliamenhbubhaving been at the time of such
election qualified to be so elected, shall sit atevin Parliament ; or

(b) shall sit or vote in Parliament after his ghatrein has become vacant or he has
become disqualified from sitting or voting therdinpwing or having reasonable grounds
for knowing that he was so disqualified or thatdeat has become vacant, as the case
may be, shall be liable to a penalty of five hundngpees for every day upon which he
SO sits or votes to be recovered as a debt duetReépublic by an action instituted by the
Attorney-General in the District Court of Colombo.

Parliament may make provision in respect of electios.

101. (1) The Parliament may by law make provisiam-f

(a) the registration of electors;

(b) the prescribing of a qualifying date on whicpheason should be resident in any
electoral district to be entered in the registeelettors of that electoral district;

(c) the prescribing of a qualifying date on whicheason should have attained the age of
eighteen years to qualify for the purposes of tegfion as an elector;

(d) the preparation and revision of registers et#irs;
(e) the procedure for the election of Members dfi®@aent;
(f) the creation of offences relating to such etewt and the punishment therefor;

(9) the grounds for avoiding such elections, anémglan election has been held void the
manner of holding fresh elections;

(h) the form and manner in which vacancies shafllleel when all the candidates whose
names appearing in the nomination paper of a rezedpolitical party or independent
group have been exhausted by election or othemvigéhere a recognized political party
or independent group has been proscribed undesl&&b7A ; and10]



(i) the manner of determination of disputed elewtiand such other matters as are
necessary or incidental to the election of MembéiRarliament:

Provided that no such law shall add to the dis€joations specified in Articles 89 and
91.

(2) Until Parliament by law makes provision for Bunatters, the Ceylon (Parliamentary
Elections) Order in Council, 1946 as amended friome to time, shall, subject to the
provisions of the Constitution, mutatis mutandpls.

Public officer or an officer of a public corporation not to function during period of
election.

102. When a public officer or an officer of a pualdiorporation is a candidate at any
election, be shall be deemed to be on leave frend#te on which he stands nominated
as a candidate until the conclusion of the elect8uch a public officer or an officer of a
public corporation shall not during such periodreise, perform or discharge any of the
powers, duties or functions of his office.

Commissioner of Elections.

103. (1) There shall be a Commissioner of Electiwhe shall be appointed by the
President and who shall hold office during goodawabuir.

(2) The salary of the Commissioner of Electiondidledetermined by Parliament, shall
be charged on the Consolidated Fund and shallendirbinished during his term of
office.

(3) The office of the Commissioner of Electionslshacome vacant -

(a) upon his death

(b) on his resignation in writing addressed toRhesident;

(c) on his attaining the age of sixty years ;

(d) on his removal by the President on accounll bealth or physical or mental
infirmity ; or

(e) on his removal by the President upon an addreBarliament.
(4) Whenever the Commissioner of Elections is umébldischarge the functions of his

office, the President may appoint a person torattte place of the Commissioner of
Elections.



(5) The President may in exceptional circumstapegmit a Commissioner of Elections
who has reached the age of sixty years to contmo#ice for a period not exceeding
twelve months.

Powers, duties and functions of Commissioner of E&ons

104. The Commissioner of Elections shall exergseform or discharge all such powers,
duties or functions as may be conferred or impasedr vested in him by the law for the
time being in force relating to elections to théaaf of President of the Republic and of
Members of Parliament, and to Referenda, or bycdingr written law.

[1] Substituted for (vii), (viii), (ix), (xX) by the Mith Amendment Sec. (2).

[2] Substituted by the Seventh Amendment to the Qotistn Sec. (3) for “Twenty-
four”.

[3] 96A Inserted by the Fourteenth Amendment to thes@ition, Sec 5, and repealed
by the Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution 2ec.

[4] Amended by the Fourteenth Amendment to the Canistit, Sec (b), and by the
Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution Sec. (3).

[5]Original Article 99 repealed and replaced by tharkgenth Amendment to the
Constitution, Sec (7).

[6] Substituted by the Fifteenth Amendment to the Gtut®n Sec. 4 (1) for “less than
one eighth of the total votes”.

[7] (14) repealed by the Fifteenth Amendment to thed@itution Sec. 4 (2).
[8] Inserted by the Fourteenth Amendment to the Citistin Sec. 8.
[9] Inserted by the Fifteenth Amendment to the Camstih Sec. 5.

[10] Substituted by the Sixth Amendment to the ConsbituSec. 3 for “by election or
otherwise..”

CHAPTER XV - THE JUDICIARY
Establishment of Courts, & c.
105. (1) Subiject to the provisions of the Congtitutthe institutions for the

administration of justice which protect, vindicated enforce the rights of the People
shall be -



(a) the Supreme Court of the Republic of Sri Lanka,
(b) the Court of Appeal of the Republic of Sri Lank

(c) the High Court of the Republic of Sri Lanka ath other Courts of First Instance,
tribunals or such institutions as Parliament maynfitime to time ordain and establish.

(2) All courts, tribunals and institutions creatatt established by existing written law
for the administration of justice and for the adpadion and settlement of industrial and
other disputes, other than the Supreme Court, bradleemed to be courts, tribunals and
institutions created and established by Parliantfeartiament may replace or abolish, or,
amend the powers, duties, jurisdiction and procedfyrsuch courts, tribunals and
institutions.

(3) The Supreme Court of the Republic of Sri Laakd the Court of Appeal of the
Republic of Sri Lanka shall each be a superiortcolurecord and shall have all the
powers of such court including the power to pur@tcontempt of itself, whether
committed in the court itself or elsewhere, witlpiisonment or fine or both as the court
may deem fit. The power of the Court of Appeal kimalude the power to punish for
contempt of any other court, tribunal or institutieferred to in paragraph (1) (c) of this
Article, whether committed in the presence of soatrt or elsewhere:

Provided that the preceding provisions of this @etishall not prejudice or affect the
rights now or hereafter vested by any law in sutieiocourt, tribunal or institution to
punish for contempt of itself.

(4) Parliament may by law provide for the creat@om establishment of courts, tribunals
or institutions for the adjudication and settlemehinatters relating to the discipline of
bhikkus or any dispute between bhikkus or any odfiggute relating to the performance
of services, in, or in relation to, temples. Suaml may, notwithstanding anything to the
contrary in this Chapter or Chapter XVI, make psom —

(a) for the appointment, transfer, dismissal asgiglinary control of the member or
members of such courts, tribunals or institutiopshe President or by such other person
or body of persons as may be provided for in saah;l

(b) for the exclusion of the jurisdiction of anyhet institution referred to in paragraph
(1) of this Article in relation to such matters adputes.

In this paragraph the expressions "bhikku" and [tiethshall have the same meanings as
in the Buddhist Temporalities Ordinance, as atcttramencement of the Constitution.

Public sittings.

106. (1) The sittings of every court, tribunal dher institution established under the
Constitution or ordained and established by Pa#ianshall subject to the provisions of



the Constitution be held in public, and all persshall be entitled freely to attend such
sittings.

(2) A judge or presiding officer of any such couaritpunal or other institution may, in his
discretion, whenever he considers it desirable -

(a) in proceedings relating to family relations,
(b) in proceedings relating to sexual matters,
(c) in the interests of national security or pulsidety, or

(d) in the interests of order and security withie precincts of such court, tribunal or
other institution exclude therefrom such personarasiot directly interested in the
proceedings therein.

Independence of the Judiciary
Appointment and removal of Judges of the Supreme Qot and Court of Appeal.

107. (1) The Chief Justice, the President of therCaf Appeal and every other Judge, of
the Supreme Court and Court of Appeal shall be appd by the President of the
Republic by warrant under his hand.

(2) Every such Judge shall hold office during gbetiaviour, and shall not be removed
except by an order of the President made afteddreas of Parliament supported by a

majority of the total number of Members of Parliarn@ncluding those not present) has
been presented to the President for such remowvidleoground of proved misbehaviour

or incapacity :

Provided that no resolution for the presentatiosuth an address shall be entertained by
the Speaker or placed on the Order Paper of Patigmanless notice of such resolution

is signed by not less than one-third of the totathber of Members of Parliament and

sets out full particulars of the alleged misbehaviar incapacity.

(3) Parliament shall by law or by Standing Ordewvjule for all matters relating to the
presentation of such an address, including thegolare for the passing of a such
resolution, the investigation and proof of the gdlé misbehaviour or incapacity and the
right of such Judge to appear and to be heardrsopeor by representative.

(4) Every person appointed to be or to act as Chisfice, President of the Court of
Appeal or a Judge of the Supreme Court or Couttppfeal shall not enter upon the
duties of his office until he takes and subscritmesiakes and subscribes before the
President, the oath or the affirmation set ouhaFourth Schedule.



(5) The age of retirement of Judges of the Suprémet shall be sixty-five years and of
Judges of the Court of Appeal shall be sixty-thyears.

The salaries of the Judges of the Supreme Court ar@ourt of Appeal.

108. (1) The salaries of the Judges of the Supf@ouget and of the Court of Appeal shall
be determined by Parliament and shall be chargetdeo@onsolidated Fund.

(2) The salary payable to, and the Pension entgieraf, a Judge of the Supreme Court
and a Judge of the Court of Appeal shall not beced after his appointment.

Acting Appointments.

109. (1) If the Chief Justice or the Presidenthef Court of Appeal is temporarily unable
to exercise, perform and discharge the powerseslaind functions of his office, by
reason of illness, absence from Sri Lanka or ahgratause, the President shall appoint
another Judge of the Supreme Court, or of the Gdukppeal, as the case may be, to act
in the office of Chief Justice, or President of @aurt of Appeal, respectively, during
such period.

(2) If any Judge of the Supreme Court or of ther€oliAppeal is temporarily unable to
exercise, perform and discharge the powers, datidfunctions of his office, by reason
of illness, absence from Sri Lanka or any otheseathe President may appoint another
person to act as a Judge of the Supreme Courtutt GbAppeal, as the case may be,
during such period.

Performance or discharge of other duties or functios by judges.

110. (1) A Judge of the Supreme Court or Court ghéal may be required by the
President of the Republic to perform or dischameather appropriate duties or
functions under any written law.

(2) No Judge of the Supreme Court or Court of Appkall perform any other office
(whethr paid or not) or accept any place of profiemolument, except as authorized by
the Constitution or by written law or with the vieih consent of the President.

(3) No person who has held office as a permaneaigelof the Supreme Court or of the
Court of Appeal may appear, plead, act or praatisay court, tribunal or institution as
an attorney-at-law at any time without the writtemsent of the President.

Appointment, removal and disciplinary control of Judges of the High Court.

111. (1) There shall be a High Court of Sri Lankhjch shall exercise such jurisdiction
and powers as Parliament may by law vest or ordain.



(2) The Judges of the High Court shall be appoibtethe President of the Republic by
warrant under his hand and be removable and bedubjdisciplinary control by the
President on the recommendation of the Judiciali@@Commission established under
this Chapter.

(3) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (2)hif Article, Parliament may by law
provide for matters relating to the retirementhaff fudge of such High Court.

Commissioners of the High Court.

111A. (1) Where the Minister in charge of the sab Justice represents to the
President that it is expedient that the numbehefludges exercising the jurisdiction and
powers of the High Court in any judicial zone sliblk temporarily increased the
President may, by warrant, appoint one or more Casioners of the High Court to
exercise the jurisdiction and powers of the Higlu€avithin such judicial zone as is
specified in the warrant of appointment of such @ossioner of the High Court.

(2) Every Commissioner of the High Court appointeder paragraph (1) shall hold
office for the period specified in his warrant gip@intment and shall be removable, and
be subject to disciplinary control, by the Prestden the recommendation of the Judicial
Service Commission.

(3) Every Commissioner of the High Court appointeder paragraph (1) may, during
his tenure of office, exercise, according to lauglsjurisdiction and powers as is, or are,
vested or ordained in the High Court by Parliamand shall be invested with all the
rights, powers, privileges and immunities (excemhsrights and privileges as relate to
tenure of office) of a Judge of the High Court, &mdthis purpose, a reference to a
"Judge of the High Court" in the Constitution onet written law shall, unless the
context otherwise requires, be deemed to includdesience to a "Commissioner of the
High Court”[2]

The Judicial Service Commission.

112. (1) There shall be a Judicial Service Commirsén this Chapter referred to as the
"Commission") which shall consist of the Chief Jeesstwho shall be the Chairman, and
two Judges of the Supreme Court appointed by tasidRnt of the Republic.

(2) The quorum for any meeting of the Commissioalldhe two members.

(3) The Commission shall have power to act notwéthding any vacancy in its
membership, and no act or proceeding by the Cononishall be, or be deemed to be,
invalid by reason only of any such vacancy or agfed in the appointment of a
member.

(4) A Judge of the Supreme Court appointed as abaeof the Commission shall,
unless he earlier resigns his office, or is remawedefrom as hereinafter provided or



ceases to be a Judge of the Supreme Court, hate 6t a period of five years from the
date of his appointment, but shall be eligiblerfappointment.

(5) The President may for cause assigned remowe dftice any member of the
Commission appointed by him.

(6) The President may grant to any member of th@i@ission leave from his duties, and
may appoint a person qualified to be a memberefdbmmission to be a temporary
member for the period of such leave.

(7) A member of the Commission may be paid sucérgar allowance as may be
determined by Parliament. Any salary or allowanagable to a member shall be charged
on the Consolidated Fund and shall not be dimimisheing his term of office. The

salary so payable shall be in addition to the gadaiother emoluments attached to, and
received from his substantive appointment.

(8) The Judicial Service Commission may make-

(a) rules regarding schemes for recruitment andgatare for the appointment of judicial
officers, and scheduled public officé,and,

(b) provision for such matters as are necessaexpedient for the exercise, performance
and discharge of the powers, duties and functibssich Commission.

Secretary to the Commission.

113. (1) There shall be a Secretary to the Comonssho shall be appointed by the
President in consultation with the Cabinet of Miers.

(2) No person holding the office of Secretary & @ommission shall be a judge of any
Court of First Instance, either during or after teisure of office as Secretary.

Fiscal for the whole island.

113A. There shall be a Fiscal who shall be thedFir the whole Island, and shall
exercise supervision and control over Deputy Fssatthched to all Courts of First
Instance[4]

Appointment of other judicial officers.

114. (1) The appointment, transfer, dismissal aadiplinary control of judicial officers,
and (notwithstanding, anything to the contrary ma@ter IX) of scheduled public

officers, is vested in the Commission.

(2) It shall be competent to the Judicial Servicenthission by Order published in the
Gazette, to delegate its powers under paragrapdf (h)s Article in respect of such class



or category of judicial officers or scheduled pualdificers as may be specified, to a
Committee of not less than three Judges, each oimnghall be a Judge of the Supreme
Court or of the Court of Appeal, and one of whoralshe nominated by the Chief
Justice as Chairman.

(3) Any judicial officer or scheduled public officenay resign his office by writing under
his hand addressed to the Chairman of the Commissio

(4) The Commission may, by Order published in tlee&te, delegate to the Secretary to
the Commission the power to make transfers in sgfescheduled public officef§]

other than transfers involving increase of salaryp make acting appointments in such
cases and subject to such limitations as may bafgekin the Order.

(5) The Chairman of the Judicial Service Commissioany Judge of the Supreme Court
authorized by the Chairman of the Commission dialk full power and authority to
inspect any Court of First Instance or the recaregisters or other documents
maintained in such court and to hold such inquiryrey be necessary.

(6) In this Article —
“appointment” includes an acting or temporary appoent;

"judicial officer" does not include a Judge of epreme Court or of the Court of
Appeal or of the High Court;

"scheduled public officer" means the Registrathef Supreme Court, the Registrar of the
Court of Appeal, the Fiscal, the Registrar of amy @ of First Instandé] or any public
officer employed in the Registry of the Supreme §dhe Court of Appeal or any Court
of First Instance, included in a category speciftethe Fifth Schedule or in such other
categories as may be specified by Order made bMihister in charge of the subject of
Justice, and approved by Parliament, and publishédte Gazette.

Interference with Judicial Service Commission an dénce.

115. Every person who, otherwise than in the coafs$gs duty, directly or indirectly, by
himself or by any other person, in any manner wdeusr, influences or attempts to
influence any decision of the Commission or of emmber thereof, shall be guilty of an
offence and shall, on conviction by the High Calftér trial without a jury, be liable to a
fine not exceeding one thousand rupees or to impment for a term not exceeding one
year or to both such fine and such imprisonment :

Provided that nothing in this Article shall proliiany person from giving a certificate or
testimonial to any applicant or candidate for amdigial office.

Interference with judiciary an offence.



116. (1) Every judge, presiding officer, publicioffr or other person entrusted by law
with judicial powers or functions or with functionsder this Chapter or with similar
functions under any law enacted by Parliament shatcise and perform such powers
and functions without being subject to any direttio other interference proceeding
from any other person except a superior courtytvéh, institution or other person entitled
under law to direct or supervise such judge, pregidfficer, public officer or such other
person in the exercise or performance of such poaefunctions.

(2) Every person who, without legal authority, nfiéees or attempts to interfere with the
exercise or performance of the judicial powersumctions of any judge, presiding
officer, public officer or such other person asaferred to in paragraph (1) of this
Article, shall be guilty of an offence punishablethe High Court on conviction after
trial without a jury with imprisonment of either stziption for a term which may extend
to a period of one year or with fine or with botlck imprisonment and fine and may, in
addition, be disqualified for a period not excegdieven years from the date of such
conviction from being an elector and from votingadeferendum or at any election of
the President of the Republic or at any electioa bfember of Parliament or any local
authority or from holding any public office and fndbeing employed as a public officer.

Immunity of members of the Commission.
117. No suit or proceeding shall lie against anynioer of the Commission for any act

which in good faith is done or is purported to loael by him in the performance of his
duties or discharge of his functions under the Gtut®n.

[1] Original para (1) repealed and substituted byHEleeenth Amendment to the
Constitution Sec. 2.

[2] Inserted by the Seventh Amendment to the Conistiti8ec. 4.

[3] Substituted by the Eleventh Amendment to the Girisin Sec. 3, for “the
appointment of judicial officers.”

[4] Inserted by the Eleventh Amendment to the CortgtditlSec. 4.

[5] Substituted by the Eleventh Amendment to the Giorisin Sec. 5 (1) for “the power
to make all transfers.”

[6] Substituted by the Eleventh Amendment to the Giisin Sec. 5 (2), for “the
Registrar of the Court of Appeal, the Registraamy Court of First Instance.”

CHAPTER XVI - THE SUPERIOR COURTS

The Supreme Court



General jurisdiction of Supreme Court.

118. The Supreme Court of the Republic of Sri Lastkall be the highest and final
superior Court of record in the Republic and skabject to the provisions of the
Constitution exercise —

(a) jurisdiction in respect of constitutional maste

(b) jurisdiction for the protection of fundamentajhts;

(c) final appellate jurisdiction;

(d) consultative jurisdiction;

(e) jurisdiction in election petitions;

(f) jurisdiction in respect of any breach of thevpeges of Parliament; and
(gzjjqrisdiction in respect of such other mattetscl Parliament may by law vest or
ordain.

Constitution of Supreme Court.

119. (1) The Supreme Court shall consist of theeChistice and of not less than six and
not more than ten other Judges who shall be apgaba provided in Article 107.

(2) The Supreme Court shall have power to act ribstanding any vacancy in its
membership, and no act or proceeding of the Ctwait be, or shall be deemed to be,
invalid by reason only of any such vacancy or agfect in the appointment of a Judge.

Constitutional jurisdiction of the Supreme Court.

120. The Supreme Court shall have sole and ex@yagnsdiction to determine any
guestion as to whether any Bill or any provisioerdof is inconsistent with the
Constitution:

Provided that-

() in the case of a Bill described in its lontgtds being for the amendment of any
provision of the Constitution, or for the repeatlaeplacement of the Constitution, the
only question which the Supreme Court may deternsinghether such Bill requires
approval by the People at a Referendum by virtuaeprovisions of Article 83;

(b) where the Cabinet of Ministers certifies tha&ithwhich is described in its long title
as being for the amendment of any provisions ofdbastitution, or for the repeal and



replacement of the Constitution, intended to bes@asvith the special majority required
by Article 83 and submitted to the People by Refduen, the Supreme Court shall have
and exercise no jurisdiction in respect of such Bil

(c) where the Cabinet of Ministers certifies thay @rovision of any Bill which is not
described in its long title as being for the ameadtof any provision of the
Constitution, or for the repeal and replacemenhefConstitution is intended to be
passed with the special majority required by Aeti8#4, the only question which the
Supreme Court may determine is whether such Billires approval by the People at a
Referendum by virtue of the provisions of Articlg & whether such Bill is required to
comply with paragraphs (1) and (2) Of Article 82; o

(d) where the Cabinet of Ministers certifies thay arovision of any Bill which is not
described in its long title as being for the ameadhof any provision of the Constitution
or for the repeal and replacement of the Constitus intended to be passed with the
special majority required by Article 84, the onlyestion which the Supreme Court may
determine is whether any other provision of sudhrBguires to be passed with the
special majority required by Article 84 or whetlagry provision of such Bill requires the
approval by the People at a Referendum by virtub@provisions of Article 83 or
whether such Bill is required to comply with theyisions of paragraphs (1) and (2) of
Article 82.

Ordinary exercise of constitutional jurisdiction in respect of Bills.

121. (1) The jurisdiction of the Supreme Court tdimarily determine any such question
as aforesaid may be invoked by the President byteewreference addressed to the
Chief Justice, or by any citizen by a petition intiwwg addressed to the Supreme Court.
Such reference shall be made, or such petitior sldiled, within one week of the Bill
being placed on the Order Paper of the Parlianaert a copy thereof shall at the same
time be delivered to the Speaker. In this paragtapizen " includes a body, whether
incorporated or unincorporated, if not less thaeekourths of the members of such
body are citizens.

(2) Where the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court b@sn so invoked no proceedings
shall be had in Parliament in relation to such &itil the determination of the Supreme
Court has been made, or the expiration of a pexiddree weeks from the date of such
reference or petition, whichever occurs first.

(3) The Supreme Court shall make and communicaigeitermination to the President

and to the Speaker within three weeks of the madfrige reference or the filing of the
petition, as the case may be.

Special exercise of constitutional jurisdiction irrespect of urgent Bills.



122. (1) In the case of a Bill which is, in thewief the Cabinet of Ministers, urgent in
the national interest, and bears an endorseméehateffect under the hand of the
Secretary to the Cabinet —

(a) the provisions of Article 78 (1) and of Articl21, shall subject to the provisions of
paragraph (2) of this Article, have no application;

(b) the President shall by a written reference eskld to the Chief Justice, require the
special determination of the Supreme Court as tethndr the Bill or any provision
thereof is inconsistent with the Constitution. Aog®f such reference shall at the same
time be delivered to the Speaker;

(c) the Supreme Court shall make its determinatitthin twenty-four hours (or such
longer period not exceeding three days as thed&atsmay specify) of the assembling of
the Court, and shall communicate its determinatioly to the President and the Speaker.

(2) The provisions of paragraph (2) of Article 1stall, mutatis mutandis, apply to such
Bill.

Determination of Supreme Court in respect of Bills.

123. (1) The determination of the Supreme Courll blesaccompanied by the reasons
therefor, and shall state whether the Bill or anyjsion thereof is inconsistent with the
Constitution and if so, which provision or provisgoof the Constitution.

(2) Where the Supreme Court determined that tHeoBdny provision thereof is
inconsistent with the Constitution, it shall alsats-

(a) whether such Bill is required to comply witle tRrovisions Of paragraphs (1) and (2)
of Article 82; or

(b) whether such Bill or any provision thereof namly be passed by the special majority
required under the provisions of paragraph (2) icke 84; or

(c) whether such Bill or any provision thereof rgga to be passed by the special
majority required under the provisions of paragrépof Article 84 and approved by the
People at a Referendum by virtue of the provisminarticle 83, and may specify the
nature of the amendments which would make thedBiduch provision cease to be
inconsistent.

(3) In the case of a Bill endorsed as provided itiche 122, if the Supreme Court
entertains a doubt whether the Bill or any providicereof is inconsistent with the
Constitution, it shall be deemed to have been detexd that the Bill or such provision of
the Bill is inconsistent with the Constitution, atfeé Supreme Court shall comply with
the provisions of paragraphs (1) and (2) of thisdle.



(4) Where any Bill, or the provision of any Billas been determined, or is deemed to
have been determined to be inconsistent with thesttation, such Bill or such provision
shall not be passed except in the manner statie idetermination of the Supreme
Court:

Provided that it shall be lawful for such Bill te lpassed after, such amendment as would
make the Bill cease to be inconsistent with thegfiartion.

Validity of Bills and legislative process not to bejuestioned.

124. Save as otherwise provided in Articles 120, 42d 122, no court or tribunal created
and established for the administration of justaregther institution, person or body of
persons shall in relation to any Bill, have powejupisdiction to inquire into, or
pronounce upon, the constitutionality of such Billits due compliance with the
legislative process, on any ground whatsoever.

Constitutional jurisdiction in the interpretatiohtbe Constitution.

125. (1) The Supreme Court shall have sole anduex@ jurisdiction to hear and
determine any question relating to the interpretatf the Constitution, and accordingly,
whenever any such question arises in the couraayproceeding in any other court or
tribunal or other institution empowered by law thranister justice or to exercise judicial
or quasi-judicial functions, such question shatthwith be referred to the Supreme
Court for determination. The Supreme Court mayatiitieat further proceedings be
stayed pending the determination of such question.

(2) The Supreme Court shall determine such questitinn two months of the date of
reference and make any such consequential ordbe @srcumstances of the case may
require.

Fundamental rights jurisdiction and its exercise.

126. (1) The Supreme Court shall have sole anduex@ jurisdiction to hear and
determine any question relating to the infringen@@ritnminent infringement by
executive or administrative action of any fundaménght or language right declared
and recognized by Chapter Il or Chapter IV.

(2) Where any person alleges that any such fundieineght or language right relating
to such person has been infringed or is about iafiaged by executive or
administrative action, he may himself or by anmagty-at-law on his behalf, within one
month thereof, in accordance with such rules oftcasi may be in force, apply to the
Supreme Court by way of petition in writing addess$o such Court praying for relief or
redress in respect of such infringement. Such egipin may be proceeded with only



with leave to proceed first had and obtained framm$upreme Court, which leave may be
granted or refused, as the case may be, by nathasgwo Judges.

(3) Where in the course of hearing in the CouAppeal into an application for orders in
the nature of a writ of habeas corpus, certiomohibition, procedendo, mandamus or
guo warranto, it appears to such Court that treepgima facie evidence of an
infringement or imminent infringement of the prdwiss of Chapter Il or Chapter IV by
a party to such application, such Court shall ferth refer such matter for determination
by the Supreme Court.

(4) The Supreme Court shall have power to grart seieef or make such directions as it
may deem just and equitable in the circumstancespect of any petition or reference
referred to in paragraphs (2) and (3) of this Aetiar refer the matter back to the Court of
Appeal if in its opinion there is no infringemerftaofundament right or language right.

(5) The Supreme Court shall hear and finally digpafsany petition or reference under
this Article within two months of the filing of shetition or the making of such
reference.

Appellate Jurisdiction.

127. (1) The Supreme Court shall, subject to thesGtion, be the final Court of civil
and criminal appellate jurisdiction for and withire Republic of Sri Lanka for the
correction of all errors in fact or in law whichashbe committed by the Court of Appeal
or any Court of First Instance, tribunal or othestitution and the judgments and orders
of the Supreme Court shall in all cases be findl@nclusive in all such matters.

(2) The Supreme Court shall, in the exercise ghitisdiction, have sole and exclusive
cognizance by way of appeal from any order, judgndgcree, or sentence made by the
Court of Appeal, where any appeal lies in law t® 8upreme Court and it may affirm,
reverse or vary any such order, judgment, decrsermtence of the Court of Appeal and
may issue such directions to any Court of Firstanse or order a new trial or further
hearing in any proceedings as the justice of tlse aaay require, and may also call for
and admit fresh or additional evidence if the iests of justice so demands and may in
such event, direct that such evidence be recorgdékebCourt of Appeal or any Court of
First Instance.

Right of appeal.

128. (1) An appeal shall lie to the Supreme Cawrfany final order, Judgment, decree
or sentence of the Court of Appeal in any mattgeroceedings, whether civil or

criminal, which involves a substantial questionany, if the Court of Appeal grants leave
to appeal to the Supreme Court ex mero motu dheainstance of any aggrieved party to
such matter or proceedings;



(2) The Supreme Court may, in its discretion, gsecial leave to appeal to the
Supreme Court from any final or interlocutory ordadgment, decree, or sentence made
by the Court of Appeal in any matter or proceedjngsether civil or criminal, where the
Court of Appeal has refused to grant leave to dppdahae Supreme Court, or where in
the opinion of the Supreme Court, the case or mistfé for, review by the Supreme
Court :

Provided that the Supreme Court shall grant leaappeal in every matter or
proceedings in which it is satisfied that the guesto be decided is of public or general
importance.

(3) Any appeal from an order or judgment of the €ofi Appeal, made or given in the
exercise of its Jurisdiction under Article 139, 1401, 142 or 143 to which the
President, a Minister, a Deputy Minister or a ptblificer in his official capacity is a
party, shall be heard and determined within two thewf the date of filing thereof.

(4) An appeal shall lie directly to the Supreme Eam any matter and in the manner
specifically provided for by any other law passgdarliament.

Consultative jurisdiction.

129. (1) If at any time it appears to the Presiadnhe Republic that a question of law or
fact has arisen or is likely to arise which is ofls nature and of such public importance
that it is expedient to obtain the opinion of theo&me Court upon it, he may refer that

guestion to that Court for consideration and thar€may, after such hearing as it thinks
fit, within the period specified in such referemrewithin such time as may be extended

by the President, report to the President its opitinereon.

(2) Where the Speaker refers to the Supreme Coumduiry and report all or any of the
allegation or allegations, as the case may beagted in any such resolution as is
referred in Article 38 (2) (a), the Supreme Cotdlkin accordance with Article 38 (2)
(d) inquire into such allegation or allegations ahdll report its determination to the
Speaker within two months of the date of reference.

(3) Such opinion, determination and report shakkgressed after consideration by at
least five Judges of the Supreme Court, of whortessnhe otherwise directs, the Chief
Justice shall be one.

(4) Every proceeding under paragraph (1) of thischer shall be held in private unless
the Court for special reasons otherwise directs.

Jurisdiction in election and referendum petiti¢3]

130. The Supreme Court shall have the power todreddetermine and make such
orders as provided for by law on —



(a) any legal proceeding relating to election ef Bresident or the validity of a
referenduni39]

(b) any appeal from an order or judgment of ther€ColAppeal in an election petition
case :

Provided that the hearing and determination ofoageding relating to the election of the
President or the validity of a referendum shalibéby at least five Judges of the
Supreme Court of whom, unless he otherwise dirdotsChief Justice shall be one.

Jurisdiction in respect of the breaches of Parliamatary privileges.

131. The Supreme Court shall have according tatewpower to take cognizance of and
punish any person for the breach of the privilegjd3arliament.

Sitting of the Supreme Court.

132. (1) The several jurisdictions of the SupremerCshall be ordinarily exercised at
Colombo unless the Chief Justice otherwise directs.

(2) The jurisdiction of the Supreme Court may beretsed in different matters at the
same time by the several Judges of that Coumgi#part :

Provided that its jurisdiction shall, subject te fbrovisions of the Constitution, be
ordinarily exercised at all times by not less thiaee Judges of the Court sitting together
as the Supreme Court.

(3) The Chief Justice may-

(i) of his own motion ; or

(ii) at the request of two or more Judges hearimgraatter; or

(iif) on the application of a party to any appgabceeding or matter if the question
involved is in the opinion of the Chief Justice @migeneral and public importance,
direct that such appeal, proceeding or matter bediey a Bench comprising five or

more Judges of the Supreme Court.

(4) The judgment of the Supreme Court shall, whéenmnot an unanimous decision, be
the decision of the majority.

Appointment of ad hoc Judges.
133. (1) If at any time there should not be a qooai the Judges of the Supreme Court

available to hold or continue any sittings of theu@, the Chief Justice may with the
previous consent of the President request in writire attendance at the sittings of the



Court as an ad hoc Judge, for such period as magdessary, of the President of the
Court of Appeal or any Judge of the Court of Appeal

(2) It shall be the duty of such a Judge who hashls® requested, in priority to other
duties of his office, to attend the sittings of 8igreme Court at the time and for the
period for which his attendance is required, andendo attending he shall have all the
jurisdictions, powers and privileges, and shalf@en the duties, of a Judge of the
Supreme Court:

Right to be heard by the Supreme Court.

134. (1) The Attorney-General shall be noticed bawe the right to be heard in all
proceedings in the Supreme Court in the exercisis gfrisdiction under Articles 120,
121, 122, 125, 126, 129 (1) and 131.

(2) Any party to any proceedings in the SupremerGatthe exercise of its jurisdiction
shall have the right to be heard in such proceedéittper in person or by representation
by an attorney-at-law.

(3) The Supreme Court may in its discretion grardrty other person or his legal
representative such hearing as may appear to the 0de necessary in the exercise of
its jurisdiction under this Chapter.

Registry of the Supreme Court and office of Regisar.

135. The Registry of the Supreme Court shall beharge of an officer designated the
Registrar of the Supreme Court who shall be sultgetite supervision, direction and
control of the Chief Justice.

Rules of the Supreme Court.

136. (1) Subject to the provisions of the Congbtutand of any law the Chief Justice
with any three Judges of the Supreme Court nondnayeéhim, may, from time to time,
make rules regulating generally the practice andgufure of the Court including -

(a) rules as to the procedure for hearing appemother matters pertaining to appeals
including the terms under which appeals to the &uprCourt and the Court of Appeal

are to be entertained and provision for the disahisEsuch appeals for non-compliance
with such rules ;

(b) rules as to the proceedings in the Supremet@aoar Court of Appeal in the exercise
of the several jurisdictions conferred on such @ohy the Constitution or by any law,
including the time within which such matters mayimsituted or brought before such
Courts and the dismissal of such matters for nanpt@nce with such rules ;



(c) rules as to the granting of bail ;
(d) rules as to the stay of proceedings ;

(e) rules providing for the summary determinatibamy appeal or any other matter
before such Court by petition or otherwise, whippears to the Court to be frivolous and
vexatious or brought for the purpose of delay ;

(f) the preparation of copies of records for thepmse of appeal or other proceedings in
the Supreme Court and Court of Appeal ;

(g) the admission, enrolment, suspension and rehob\adtorneys-at-law41] and the
rules of conduct and etiquette for such attorndylaa ;

(h) the attire of Judges, attorneys-at-law, ofscef court and persons attending the
courts in Sri Lanka whether established by the Gti®n, or by Parliament or by
existing law ;

(i) the manner in which panels of jurors may bepred, and the mode of summoning,
empanelling and challenging of jurors ;

(j) proceedings of Fiscals and other ministeridilcefs of such courts and the process of
such courts and the mode of executing the same ;

(k) the binding effect of the decisions of the Sumpe Court ;

() all matters of practice and procedure includihg nature and extent of costs that may
be awarded, the manner in which such costs magx{aeitand the stamping of documents
in the Supreme Court, Court of Appeal, High Comd &ourts of First Instance not
specially provided by or under any law.

(2) Every rule made under this Article shall be Imited in the Gazette and shall come
into operation on the date of such publicationmsoch later date as may be specified in
such rule.

(3) All rules made under this Article shall as s@snconvenient after their publication in
the Gazette be brought before Parliament for agbrény such rule which is not so
approved shall be deemed to be rescinded as fremdte it was not so approved, but
without prejudice to anything previously done therger.

(4) The Chief Justice and any three Judges of tipeegne Court nominated by him may
amend, alter or revoke any such rules of courtsuoth amendment, alteration or
revocation of the rules will operate in the likenmar as set out in the preceding
paragraph with reference to the making of the rafesourt.

The Court of Appeal.



137. The Court of Appeal shall consist of the Riesst of the Court of Appeal and not
less than six and not more than eleven other Judgeshall be appointed as provided in
Article 107.

Jurisdiction of the Court of Appeal.

138. (1) The Court of Appeal shall have and exersighject to the provisions of the
Constitution or of any law, an appellate jurisdatifor the correction of all errors in fact
or in law which shall be committed by the High Ciour the exercise of its appellate or
original jurisdiction or by any Court of First Irstcé42], tribunal or other institution and
sole and exclusive cognizance, by way of appewalsion and restitutio in integrum, of
all causes, suits, actions, prosecutions, mattetsrangs of which such High Court,
Court of First Instandé3] tribunal or other institution may have taken cagnice :

Provided that no judgment, decree or order of anytcshall be reversed or varied on
account of any error, defect or irregularity, whids not prejudiced the substantial rights
of the parties or occasioned a failure of justice.

(2) The Court of Appeal shall also have and exeralssuch powers, and jurisdiction,
appellate and original, as Parliament may by lagt we ordain.

Powers in appeal.

139. (1) The Court of Appeal may in the exerciséjurisdiction, affirm, reverse,
correct or modify any order, judgment, decreeesotence according to law or it may
give directions to such Court of First Instanceunal or other institution or order a new
trial or further hearing upon such terms as therCaiuAppeal shall think fit.

(2) The Court of Appeal may further receive and adh@w evidence additional to, or
supplementary of, the evidence already taken irCint of First Instance touching the
matters at issue in any original case, suit, pras@t or action, as the justice of the case
may require.

Power to issue writs, other than writs of habeas cpus.

140. Subject to the provisions of the Constitutitie, Court of Appeal shall have full
power and authority to inspect and examine therdscof any Court of First Instance or
tribunal or other institution, and grant and issaegording to law, orders in the nature of
writs of certiorari, prohibition, procedendo, mands and quo warranto against the
judge of any Court of First Instance or tribunabdner institution or any other person :

Provided that Parliament may by law provide thadny such category of cases as may
be specified in such law, the jurisdiction confdrom the Court of Appeal by the
preceding provisions of this Article shall be exged by the Supreme Court and not by
the Court of Appedi4]



Power to issue writs of habeas corpus.

141. The Court of Appeal may grant and issue orihetise nature of writs of habeas
corpus to bring up before such Court -

(a) the body of any person to be dealt with aceaydo law ; or

(b) the body of any person illegally or impropedigtained in public or private custody,
and to discharge or remand any person so brougbt afnerwise deal with such person
according to law :

Provided that it shall be lawful for the Court gbpgeal to require the body of such person
to be brought up before the most convenient Cdufirst Instance and to direct the
judge of such court to inquire into and report ugmaacts of the alleged imprisonment
or detention and to make such provision for therint custody of the body produced as
to such court shall seem right; and the Court gb&gd shall upon the receipt of such
report, make order to discharge or remand the pessalleged to be imprisoned or
detained or otherwise deal with such person acegridi law, and the Court of First
Instance shall conform to, and carry into immedédtect, the order so pronounced or
made by the Court of Appeal:

Provided further that if provision be made by law the exercise by any court, of
jurisdiction in respect of the custody and congrfoininor children, then the Court of
Appeal, if satisfied that any dispute regarding¢hstody of any such minor child may
more properly be dealt with by such court, dirbet parties to make application in that
court in respect of the custody of such minor child

Power to bring up and remove prisoners.
142. The Court of Appeal may direct -

(i) that a prisoner detained in any prison be bhdigfore a court-martial of any
Commissioners acting under the authority of any @asion from the President of the
Republic for trial or to be examined relating to anatters pending before any such
court-martial or Commissioners respectively ; or

(i) that a prisoner detained in prison be remofreth one custody to another for
purposes of trial.

Power to grant injunctions.

143. The Court of Appeal shall have the power tmgand issue injunctions to prevent
any irremediable mischief which might ensure betoparty making an application for
such injunction could prevent the same by bringingction in any Court of First
Instance :



Provided that it shall not be lawful for the CooftAppeal to grant an injunction to
prevent a party to any action in any court fromesgimg to or prosecuting an appeal to
the Court of Appeal or to prevent any party to angon in any court from insisting upon
any ground of action, defence or appeal, or togmeany person from suing or
prosecuting in any court, except where such pehnssrinstituted two separate actions in
two different courts for and in respect of the saraese of action, in which case the
Court of Appeal shall have the power to intervepedstraining him from prosecuting
one or other of such actions as to it may seem fit.

Parliamentary election petitions.

144. The Court of Appeal shall have and exercigediction to try election petitions in
respect of the election to the membership of Ragia in terms of any law for the time
being applicable in that behalf.

Inspection of records.

145. The Court of Appeal may, ex mero motu or onapplication made, call for,
inspect and examine any record of any Court ot fingance and in the exercise of its
revisionary powers may make any order thereonagitbrests of justice may require.
Sittings of the Court of Appeal.

146. (1) The Court of Appeal shall ordinarily exsecits jurisdiction at Colombo:
Provided however that the Chief Justice may frametto time when he deems it so
expedient direct that the Court of Appeal shaldhitd sittings and exercise its

jurisdiction in any judicial zone or district, spged in the direction.

(2) The jurisdiction of the Court of Appeal maydeercised in different matters at the
same time by the several judges of the Court gitijpart :

Provided that -
(i) its jurisdiction in respect of -

(a) judgments and orders of the High Court pronedrat a trial at Bar, shall be
exercised by at least three Judges of the Coud ; a

(b) other judgments and orders of the High Cound)ide exercised by at least two
Judges of the Court ;

(i) its jurisdiction in respect of its powers umdigrticle 144 shall be exercised by the
President of the Court of Appeal or any judge at tBourt nominated by the President or
one or more of such Judges nominated by the Presifilevthom such President may be
one ;



(i) its jurisdiction in respect of other mattesall be exercised by a single Judge of the
Court, unless the President of the Court of Appgayeneral or special order otherwise
directs[45]

(3) In the event of any difference of opinion be&wdwo Judges constituting the Bench,
the decision of the Court shall be suspended tmBe Judges shall be present to review
such matter.

(4) The judgment of the Court of Appeal, shall wiitds not an unanimous decision, be
the decision of the majority.

Registry of the Court of Appeal and office of Regisar.
147. The Registry of the Court of Appeal shall beharge of an Officer designated as

the Registrar of the Court of Appeal who shall bliejsct to the supervision, direction and
control of the President of the Court of Appeal.

[1] Substituted by the Fourteenth Amendment to thes@aotion Sec. 9 (3), for “election
petitions.”

[2] Substituted by the Fourteenth Amendment to thes@otion Sec. 9 (1), for “election
of the President.”

[3] Substituted by the Fourteenth Amendment to thes@oition Sec. 9 (2), for “election
of the President shall be.”

[4] Words “and the appointment of senior attorneytat” Omitted by the Eighth
Amendment to the Constitution Sec. 3.

[5] Substituted by the Thirteenth Amendment to thediitution Sec. 3 (a), for
“committed by any Court of First Instance.”

[6] Substituted by the Thirteenth Amendment to thed@itution Sec. 3 (b), for “of which
such Court of First Instance.”

[7] Inserted by the First Amendment to the Constituec. 2 w.e.f. Sept. 7th 1978.

[8] Original para (2) repealed and substituted byHleeenth Amendment to the
Constitution Sec. 6.

CHAPTER XVII - FINANCE

Control of Parliament over public finance.



148. Parliament shall have full control over puliance. No tax, rate or any other levy
shall be imposed by any local authority or any oghelic authority, except by or under
the authority of a law passed by Parliament omyfexisting law.

Consolidated Fund.

149. (1) The funds of the Republic not allocateddwy to specific purposes shall form
one Consolidated Fund into which shall be paidpteeluce of all taxes, imposts, rates
and duties and all other revenues and receiptseoRepublic not allocated to specific

purposes.

(2) The interest on the public debt, sinking fuayments, the costs, charges and
expenses incidental to the collection, managemahteceipt of the Consolidated Fund
and such other expenditure as Parliament may dietershall be charged on the
Consolidated Fund.

Withdrawals of sums from Consolidated Fund.

150. (1) Save as otherwise expressly provided iagraphs (3) and (4) of this Article, no
sum shall be withdrawn from the Consolidated Fuxwkpt under the authority of a
warrant under the hand of the Minister in charg#&hefsubject of Finance.

(2) No such warrant shall be issued unless thelmasby resolution of Parliament or by
any law been granted for specified public servioeshe financial year during which the
withdrawal is to take place or is otherwise lawfuttharged on the Consolidated Fund.

(3) Where the President dissolves Parliament beferéd\ppropriation Bill for the
financial year has passed into law, he may, urbasBament shall have already made
provision, authorize the issue from the Consolid&tend and the expenditure of such
sums as he may consider necessary for the publices until the expiry of a period of
three months from the date on which the new Padrdns summoned to meet.

(4) Where the President dissolves Parliament ased fa date or dates for a General
Election the President may, unless Parliament heady made provision in that behalf,
authorize the issue from the Consolidated Fundtla@@xpenditure of such sums as he
may, after consultation with the Commissioner addibns, consider necessary for such
elections.

Contingencies Fund.
151. (1) Notwithstanding any of the provisions afiéle 149, Parliament may by law

create a Contingencies Fund for the purpose ofigiray for urgent and unforeseen
expenditure.



(2) The Minister in charge of the subject of Finan satisfied —
(a) that there is need for any such expenditurg, an

(b) that no provision for such expenditure existay, with the consent of the President,
authorize provision to be made therefor by an adedrom the Contingencies Fund.

(3) As soon as possible after every such advanSepalementary Estimate shall be
presented to Parliament for the purpose of repiaitia amount so advanced.

Special Provisions as to Bills affecting publiceaue.

152. No Bill or motion, authorizing the disposa] of the imposition of charges upon, the
Consolidated Fund or other funds of the Republi¢the imposition of any tax or the
repeal, augmentation or reduction of any tax ferttme being in force shall be
introduced in Parliament except by a Minister, antess such Bill or motion has been
approved either by the Cabinet of Ministers orunlsmanner as the Cabinet of Ministers
may authorize.

Auditor General.

153. (1) There shall be an Auditor-General wholdtelppointed by the President and
who shall hold office during good behaviour.

(2) The salary of the Auditor-General shall be dateed by Parliament, shall be charged
on the Consolidated Fund and shall not be dimimisheing his term of office.

(3) The office of the Auditor-General shall beconagant-
(&) upon his death ;

(b) on his resignation in writing addressed toRhesident ;
(c) on his attaining the age of sixty years ;

(d) on his removal by the President on accounll bealth or physical or mental
infirmity ; or

(e) on his removal by the President upon an addreBarliament.

(4) Whenever the Auditor-General is unable to dasgh the functions of his office, the
President may appoint a person to act in the pédee Auditor-General.



Duties and functions of Auditor-General.

154. (1) The Auditor-General shall audit the acdswf all departments of Government,
the Offices of the Cabinet of Ministers, the JualiService Commission, the Public
Service Commission, the Parliamentary Commissi@reAdministration, the Secretary-
General of Parliament and the Commissioner of Elest local authorities, public
corporations and business or other undertakingedeas the Government under any
written law.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphdfldhis Article, the Minister in charge
of any such public corporation or business or otimetertaking may, with the
concurrence of the Minister in charge of the subpééinance, and in consultation with
the Auditor-General, appoint a qualified auditomaditors to audit the accounts of such
public corporation or business or other undertakiibere such appointment has been
made by the Minister, the Auditor-General may, mtiwg, inform such auditor or

auditors that he proposes to utilize his or theiviges for the performance and discharge
of the Auditor-General's duties and functions ilatien to such public corporation,
business or other undertaking and thereupon sutitoawr auditors shall act under the
direction and control of the Auditor-General.

(3) The Auditor-General shall also perform and kieésge such duties and functions as
may be prescribed by Parliament by law.

(4)

(a) The Auditor-General may for the purpose ofiegformance and discharge of his
duties and functions engage the services of afggdhhuditor or auditors who shall act
under his direction and control.

(b) If the Auditor-General is of opinion that itnecessary to obtain assistance in the
examination of any technical, professional or sifierproblem relevant to the audit, he
may engage the services of -

(i) a person not being an employee of the departnbedy or authority the accounts of
which are being audited, or

(i) any technical or professional or scientifisiitution not being an institution which
has any interest in the management of the affaissich department, body or authority
and such person or institution shall act undedhisction and control.

(5)

(a) The Auditor-General or any person authorizedhiby shall in the performance and
discharge of his duties and functions be entitled —



() to have access to all books, records, retunascther documents
(i) to have access to stores and other propexhg;

(iii) to be furnished with such information and éxpations as may be necessary for the
performance of such duties and functions.

(b) Every qualified auditor appointed to audit #ezounts of any public corporation, or
business or other undertaking, or any person aatebby such auditor shall be entitled
to like access, information and explanations iatreh to such public corporation, or
business or other undertaking.

(6) The Auditor-General shall within ten monthseatihe close of each financial year and
as and when he deems it necessary report to Parliaon the performance and,
discharge of his duties and functions under thesGimrion.

(7) Every qualified auditor appointed under thevsimns of paragraph (2) of this Article
shall submit his report to the Minister and alsbraii a copy thereof to the Auditor-
General.

(8) In this Article, "qualified auditor" means -

(a) an individual who, being a member of the luséitof Chartered Accountants of Sri
Lanka, or of any other Institute established by, lpassesses a certificate to practise as
an Accountant issued by the Council of such Initwor

(b) a firm of Accountants each of the residentipent of which, being a member of the
Institute of Chartered Accountants of Sri Lankabany other Institute established by
law, possesses a certificate to practise as anuhtant issued by the Council of such
Institute.

CHAPTER XVIIA [1]
Establishment of Provincial Councils.

154A. (1) Subject to the provisions of the Conéitito, a Provincial Council shall be
established for every Province specified in thehBigschedule with effect from such
date or dates as the President may appoint by Q@rdeished in the Gazette. Different
dates may be appointed in respect of different iRoes.

(2) Every Provincial Council established under gamph (1) shall be constituted upon
the election of the members of such Council in ed@oce with the law relating to
Provincial Council elections.

(3) Notwithstanding anything in the preceding psimns of this Article, Parliament may
by, or under, any law provide for two or three aaijog Provinces to form one



administrative unit with one elected Provincial @olly one Governor, one Chief
Minister and one Board of Ministers and for the mamof determining whether such
Provinces should continue to be administered asadnenistrative unit or whether each
such Province should constitute a separate admatigt unit with its own Provincial
Council, and a separate Governor, Chief Ministef Board of Ministers.

Governor.

154B. (1) There shall be a Governor for each P#/iior which a Provincial Council has
been established in accordance with Article 154A.

(2) The Governor shall be appointed by the Presidgrvarrant under his hand, and
shall hold office, in accordance with Article 4(dyring the pleasure of the President.

(3) The Governor may, by writing addressed to thesident, resign his office.

(4)

(a) The Provincial Council may, subject to sub-geaph (b) present an address to the
President advising the removal of the Governorenground that the Governor-

() has intentionally violated the provisions oétonstitution;

(i) is guilty of misconduct or corruption involvinthe abuse of the powers of his office;
or

(iii) is guilty of bribery of an offence involvinghoral turpitude, if a resolution for the
presentation of such address is passed by nathlasgwo-thirds of the whole number of
members of the Council (including those not present

(b) No resolution for the presentation of an adslteshe President advising the removal
of the Governor on the grounds referred to in satagraph (a) shall be entertained by
the Chairman of the Provincial Council or discusaethe Council, unless notice of such
resolution is signed by not less than one-halhefwhole number of members present.

(5) Subject to the preceding provisions of thisidt, the Governor shall hold office for a
period of five years from the date he assumeseaffic

(6) Every person appointed as Governor shall asaffivte upon taking or subscribing,
the oath or making or subscribing the affirmatiset, out in the Fourth Schedule, before
the President.

(7) Upon such assumption of office a Governor stedise to hold any other office
created or recognized by the Constitution, ane ilsha Member of Parliament, shall
vacate his seat in Parliament. The Governor slolhald any other office or place of
profit.



(8)

(a) The Governor may, from time to time, summonRhavincial Council to meet at such
time and place as he thinks fit, but two monthdl stw intervene between the last sitting
in one session and the date appointed for thesiitgtg in the next session.

(b) The Governor may, from time to time, proroghe Provincial Council.
(c) The Governor may dissolve the Provincial Colnci

(d) The Governor shall exercise his powers undsrgaragraph in accordance with the
advice of the Chief Minister, so long as the Baafrt¥linisters commands, in the opinion
of the Governor, the support of the majority of Brevincial Council.

(9) Without prejudice to the powers of the Presiderder Article 34 and subject to his
directions the Governor of a Province shall hawepgbwer to grant a pardon to every
person convicted of an offense against a statutkerbg the Provincial Council of that
Province or a law made by Parliament on a mattezspect of which the Provincial
Council has power to make statutes and to gra@site or remission of punishment
imposed by Court on any such person:

Provided that where the Governor does not agrdetivet advice of the Board of
Ministers in any case and he considers it necessaty so in the public interest, he may
refer that case to the President for orders.

(10)

(a) The Governor may address the Provincial Cowamadl may for that purpose require
the attendance of members.

(b) The Governor may also send messages to thecCeither with respect to a statute
then pending with the Council or otherwise, and nvaeanessage is so sent the Council
shall with all convenient despatch consider anytenaequired by the message to be
taken into consideration.

(12) It shall be the duty of the Chief Ministereafery Province -
(a) to communicate to the Governor of the Provitéecisions of the Board of
Ministers relating to the administration of theaaf§ of the Province and the proposals for

legislation;

(b) to furnish such information relating to the adistration of the affairs of the Province
and proposals for legislation as the Governor nadlyfar; and



(c) if the Governor so requires, to submit for adagation of the Board of Ministers any
such matter on which a decision has been takenNbyiater but which has not been
considered by the Board.

(12) Parliament shall by law or resolution makevsion for the salary, allowances, age
of retirement and pension entitlement of holderthefoffice of Governor.

Exercise of executive powers by the Governor.

154C. Executive power extending to the matters vaipect to which a Provincial
Council has power to make statutes shall be exady the Governor of the Province
for which that Provincial Council is establisheiher directly or through Ministers of
the Board of Ministers, or through officers subaate to him, in accordance with Article
154F.

Membership of Provincial council.

154D. (1) A Provincial Council shall consist of Butumber of members as may be
determined by or under law, having regard to tlea @nd population of the Province for
which that Provincial Council is established.

(2)

(a) A Provincial Council may at the commencemerthefterm of office of its members,
decide, by resolution, to grant Members of Parlianebected for electoral districts, the

limits of which fall within the Province for whicthat Provincial Council is established,
the right to participate in proceedings of that @@l

(b) So long as a resolution passed under sub-@hda) is in force, a Member of
Parliament elected for an electoral district, fh@ts of which fall within the Province for
which that Provincial Council is established, sinae the right, during the term of
office of that Council, to speak in, and otherwtisiee part in, the proceedings of that
Provincial Council and to speak in, and otherwaestpart in, any committee of the
Provincial Council of which he may be named a manbloé shall be entitled to vote
there at only if the resolution passed under subgraph (a) so provides.

(c) The provisions of this paragraph shall ceasgperate on the date of dissolution of
the First Parliament.

Term of Office.
154E. A Provincial Council shall, unless soonesdiged, continue for a period of five
years from the date appointed for its first meetind the expiration of the said period of

five years shall operate as a dissolution of therCu.

Board of Ministers.



154F. (1) There shall be a Board of Ministers wiita Chief Minister at the head and not
more than four other Ministers to aid and advige@overnor of a Province in the
exercise of his functions. The Governor shallhi& éxercise of his functions, act in
accordance with such advice except in so far as bg or under the Constitution
required to exercise his functions or any of tharhis discretion.

(2) If any question arises whether any matter is oot a matter as respects which the
Governor is by or under this Constitution requite@ct in his discretion, the decision of
the Governor in his discretion shall be final, &ne validity of anything done by the
Governor shall not be called in question in any €on the ground that he ought or
ought not have acted on his discretion. The exemlishe Governor's discretion shall be
on the President's directions.

(3) The question whether any, and if so what, aglwias tendered by the Ministers to the
Governor shall not be, inquired into in any Court.

(4) The Governor shall appoint as Chief Ministeg member of the Provincial Council
constituted for that Province, who, in his opinianbest able to command the support of
a majority of the members of that Council:

Provided that where more than one-half of the memélected to a Provincial Council
are members of one political party, the Governaillsppoint the leader of that political
party in the Council, as Chief Minister.

(5) The Governor shall, on the advice of the CMetister, appoint from among the
members of the Provincial Council constituted fattProvince, the other Ministers.

(6) The Board of Ministers shall be collectivelgpensible and answerable to the
Provincial Council.

(7) A person appointed to the office of Chief Mieisor member of the Board of
Ministers shall not enter upon the duties of higcefuntil he takes and subscribes the
oath, or makes and subscribes the affirmatiomsein the Fourth Schedule.

Statutes of Provincial Councils.

154G. (1) Every Provincial Council may, subjecthe provisions of the Constitution,

make statutes applicable to the Province for witichestablished, with respect to any
matter set out in List | of the Ninth Schedule éeafter referred to as "the Provincial
Council List")

(2) No Bill for the amendment or repeal of the psmns of this Chapter or the Ninth
Schedule shall become law unless such Bill has keferred by the President after its
publication in the Gazette and before it is plasedhe Order paper of Parliament, to
every Provincial Council for the expression ofitsws thereon, within such period as
may be specified in the reference, and -



(a) where every such Council agrees to the amenidoneapeal, such Bill is passed by a
majority of the Members of Parliament present aoiihg ;

or

(b) where one or more Councils do not agree tathendment or repeal such Bill is
passed by the special majority required by Art82e

(3) No Bill in respect of any matter set out in #a@vincial Council List shall become
law unless such Bill has been referred by the Bessi, after its publication in the
Gazette and before it is placed in the Order PapParliament, to every Provincial
Council for the expression of its views thereorthi such period as may be specified in
the reference, and -

(a) where every such Council agrees to the passitige Bill, such Bill is passed by a
majority of the Members of Parliament present aoiihg ; or

(b) where one or more Councils do not agree t@#ssing of the Bill, such Bill is passed
by the special majority required by Article 82:

Provided that where such reference, some but htiteaProvincial Councils agree to
passing of a Bill, such Bill shall become law apable only to the Provinces for which
the Provincial Councils agreeing to the Bill haweb established, upon such Bill being
passed by a majority of the Members of Parliamessgnt and voting.

(4) Where one or more Provincial Councils requesti@ment by resolution, to make law
on any matter set out in the Provincial Councik,Uarliament may make law on that
matter, applicable only to the Provinces for whicbse Provincial Councils are
established, by a majority of Members of Parliangesent and voting.

(5)

(a) Parliament may make laws with respect to anganaet out in List 11l of the Ninth
Schedule (hereafter referred to as "the Concutnst}) after such consultation with all
Provincial Councils as Parliament may consider @jate in the circumstances of each
case.

(b) Every Provincial Council may, subject to theysions of the Constitution, make
statutes applicable to the Province for which #sgablished, with respect to any matter
on the Concurrent List, after such consultatiorhvdarliament as it may consider
appropriate in the circumstances of each case.

(6) If any provision of any statute made by a Pmoial Council is inconsistent with the
provisions of any law made in accordance with ttee@ding provisions of this Article,
the provisions of such law shall prevail and thevsions of such statute shall, to the

extent of such inconsistency, be void.



(7) A Provincial Council shall have no power to reatatutes on any matter set out in
List Il of the Ninth Schedule (hereinafter refertedas "the Reserved List").

(8) Where there is a law with respect to any mattethe Provincial Council List in force
on the date on which this Chapter comes into fand,a Provincial Council established
for a Province subsequently makes a statute osaime matter and which is described in
its long title as being inconsistent with that ldken, the provisions of that law shall,
with effect from the date on which that statuteerees assent and so long only as that
statute is in force remain suspended and be intpenaithin that Province.

(9) Where there is a law with respect to any mattethe Concurrent List on the date on
which this Chapter comes into force, and a Proain€ouncil established for a Province
subsequently makes a statute on the same mattersistent with that law, the
provisions of the law shall, unless Parliamentrdsolution, decides to the contrary,
remain suspended and be inoperative within thatiRee, with effect from the date on
which that statute receives assent and so longamtizat statute is in force.

(10) Nothing in this Article shall be read or cansd as derogating from the powers
conferred on Parliament by the Constitution to miakes, in accordance with the
Provisions of the Constitution (inclusive of thi&pter), with respect to any matter, for
the whole of Sri Lanka or any part thereof.

(11) Notwithstanding anything in paragraph (3)la§tArticle, Parliament may make

laws, otherwise than in accordance with the proeedat out in that paragraph, in respect
of any matter set out in the Provincial Counciltlfce implementing any treaty,
agreement or convention with any other countryoamtries or any decisions made at an
international conference, association, or otherybod

Assent.

154H. (1) Every statute made by a Provincial Cdwstall come into force upon such
statute receiving assent as hereinafter provided.

(2) Every statute made by a Provincial Council lsbalpresented to the Governor for his
assent, forthwith upon the marking thereof, andGbgernor shall either assent to the
statute or he may as soon as possible after theesta presented to him for assent, return
it to the Provincial Council together with a messagquesting the Council to reconsider
the statute or any specified provision thereof ianghrticular, requesting it to consider

the desirability of introducing such amendmentsiay be recommended in the message.

(3) Where a statute is returned to a Provincialr@diby the Governor under paragraph
(2), the Provincial Council shall reconsider thetste having regard to the Governor's
message and may pass such statute with or withhoem@ment and present it to the
Governor for his assent.



(4) Upon presentation of a statute to the Goveamoler paragraph (3), the Governor may
assent to the statute or reserve it for referegdad President to the Supreme Court,
within one month of the passing of the statutetliersecond time, for a determination
that it is not inconsistent with the provisiongloé Constitution. Where upon such
reference, the Supreme Court determines that #tetstis consistent with the provisions
of the Constitution, the Governor shall, on recéiptim of the Court's determination,
assent to the statute. Where upon such referdme&upreme Court determines that the
statute is inconsistent with the provisions of @anstitution, the Governor shall withhold
assent to the statute.

Public Security.

154J. (1) Upon the making of a Proclamation underRublic Security Ordinance or the
law for the time being in force relating to pubdiecurity, bringing the provisions of such
Ordinance or law into operation on the ground thatmaintenance of essential supplies
and services is threatened or that the securi8ridfanka is threatened by war or
external aggression or armed rebellion, the Prasiaky give directions to any
Governor as to the manner in which the executiwego@xercisable by the Governor is
to be exercised. The direction so given shall beliation to the grounds specified in
such Proclamation for the making thereof.

Explanation: A Proclamation under the Public Segu@irdinance declaring that the
maintenance of essential supplies and servicésaatened or that the security of Sri
Lanka or any part of the territory thereof is thezeed by war, or by external aggression,
or by armed rebellion may be made before the atigakdown of supplies and services,
or the actual occurrence of war, or of any suchreggion or rebellion, if the President is
satisfied that there is imminent danger thereof:

Provided that where such Proclamation is in opanadnly in any part of Sri Lanka, the
power of the President to give directions undes Auiicle, shall also extend to any
Province other than the Province in which the Rnmeltion is in operation if, and in so
far as it is expedient so to do for ensuring thénteaance of essential supplies and
services or the security of Sri Lanka.

(2) A Proclamation under the Public Security Ordiceaor the law for the time being
relating to public security, shall be conclusive & purposes and shall not be questioned
in any Court, and no Court or Tribunal shall inguimto, or pronounce on, or in any
manner call in question, such Proclamation, theiggs for the making thereof, or the
existence of those grounds or any direction giveaheu this Article.

Failure to comply with directions.
154K. Where the Governor or any Provincial Couhes failed to comply with, or give

effect to, any directions given to such Governosuch Council under this Chapter of the
Constitution, it shall be lawful for the Presidémthold that a situation has arisen in



which the administration of the Province cannotaeied on in accordance with the
provisions of the Constitution.

Failure of administrative machinery.

154L. (1) If the President, on receipt of a refayin the Governor of the Province or
otherwise, is satisfied that a situation has arisemhich the administration of the
Province cannot be carried on in accordance welptiovisions of the Constitution, the
President may by Proclamation -

(a) assume to himself all or any of the functiohthe administration of the Province and
all or any of the powers vested in, or exercisélylethe Governor or any body or
authority in the Province other than the Provin@alncil;

(b) declare that the powers of the Provincial Cdwst@ll be exercisable by, or under the
authority of Parliament;

(c) make such incidental and consequential pronssas appear to the President to be
necessary or desirable for giving effect to theeoty of the Proclamation:

Provided that nothing in this paragraph shall attiecthe President to assume to himself
any of the powers vested in, or exercisable, byGoyrt.

(2) Any such Proclamation may be revoked or vabigad subsequent Proclamation.

(3) Every Proclamation under this Article shalllaiel before Parliament and shall,
except where it is a Proclamation revoking a presiBroclamation, cease to operate at
the expiration of fourteen days unless before ®paration of that period it has been
approved by a resolution of Parliament:

Provided that if any such Proclamation (not beify@clamation revoking a previous
Proclamation) is issued at a time when Parliangdtssolved or the dissolution of
Parliament takes place during the period of fourt@gys referred to in this paragraph but
no resolution with respect to such Proclamationdesen passed by Parliament before the
expiration of that period, the Proclamation shalge to operate at the expiration of
fourteen days from the date on which Parliamest §its after its reconstitution, unless
before the expiration of the said period of fountélays a resolution approving the
Proclamation has been passed by Parliament.

(4) A Proclamation so approved shall, unless gadieoked, cease to operate on the
expiration of a period of two months from the daftéssue of the Proclamation:

Provided that if and so often as a resolution agpgpthe continuance in force of such a
Proclamation is passed by Parliament, the Proclamahall, unless revoked, continue in
force for a further period of two months from treg@lon which under this paragraph it



would otherwise have ceased to operate, but noRrmtiamation shall in any case
remain in force more than one year:

Provided further that if the dissolution of Parliam takes place during any such period
of two months but no resolution with respect todbatinuance in force of such
Proclamation has been passed by Parliament durengdid period, the Proclamation
shall cease to operate at the expiration of foartesys from the date on which
Parliament first sits after its reconstitution gddefore the expiration of the said period
of fourteen days a Proclamation approving the ocomtince in force of the Proclamation
has been passed by Parliament.

(5) Notwithstanding anything in this Article, theeBident may within fourteen days of
his making a Proclamation under paragraph (1) anthk purpose of satisfying himself
with regard to any of the matters referred to gt fraragraph, appoint a retired Judge of
the Supreme Court to inquire into and report upgrhsnatters within a period of sixty
days. A Judge so appointed shall in relation tdsaoquiry have the powers of a
Commissioner appointed under the Commission ofitggAct. Upon receipt of the
report of such Judge, the President may revok@tbelamation made under paragraph

(1).

(6) A Proclamation under this Article shall be clusove for all purposes and shall not be
guestioned in any Court, and no Court or Tribuhallsnquire into, or pronounce on, or
in any manner call in question, such Proclamatiothe grounds for making thereof.

Parliament to confer powers of Provincial Council b President.

154M. (1) where by a Proclamation issued undergvaph (1) of Article 154L, it has
been declared that the powers of the Provinciah€Cibshall be exercisable by, or under
the authority, of Parliament, it shall be competent

(a) for Parliament to confer on the President thwgr of the Provincial Council to make
statutes and to authorize the President to delegiadgect to such conditions as he may
think fit to impose, the power so conferred, on ather authority specified by him in
that behalf;

(b) for the President to authorize, when Parlianienbt in session, expenditure from the
Provincial Fund of the Province pending sanctioswth expenditure by Parliament.

(2) A statute made by Parliament or the Presidentleer authority referred to in sub-
paragraph (a) of paragraph (1), during the continaan force of a Proclamation issued
under paragraph (1) of Article 154L, shall contimudorce until amended or repealed by
the Provincial Council.

Financial instability.



154N. (1) If the President is satisfied that aatitbn has arisen whereby the financial
stability or credit of Sri Lanka or of any parttbe territory thereof is threatened, he may
by Proclamation make a declaration to that effect.

(2) A Proclamation issued under paragraph (1) -
(a) may be revoked or varied by a subsequent Rnatian;
(b) shall be laid before Parliament;

(c) shall cease to operate at the expiration ofrtvemths, unless before the expiration of
that period it has been approved by a resolutidhashament:

Provided that if any such Proclamation is issuegl tahe when Parliament has been
dissolved or the dissolution of Parliament takexelduring the period of two months
referred to in sub-paragraph (c), but no resolutith respect to such Proclamation has
been passed by Parliament before the expiratitmabfperiod, the Proclamation shall
cease to operate at the expiration of thirty daysifthe date on which Parliament first
sits after its reconstitution, unless before theimtion of the said period of thirty days a
resolution approving the Proclamation has beengabisg Parliament.

(3) During the period any such Proclamation asestioned in paragraph (1) is in
operation, the President may give directions to@ayernor of a Province to observe
such canons of financial propriety as may be sgetih the directions, and to give such
other directions as the President may deem negeassdradequate for the purpose.

(4) Notwithstanding anything in the Constitutioryauch direction may include-

(a) a provision requiring the reduction of salaaesl allowances of all or any class of
persons serving in connection with the affairshef Province;

(b) a provision requiring all statutes providing fmyments into or out of, a Provincial
Fund to be reserved for the consideration of tlesiBent after they are passed by the
Provincial Council.

High Court.

154P. (1) There shall be a High Court for each ipce/with effect from the date on
which this Chapter comes into force. Each such Kighrt shall be designated as the
High Court of the relevant Province.

(2) The Chief Justice shall nominate, from amordpés of the High Court of Sri Lanka,
such number of Judges as may be necessary to wathigh Court. Every such Judge
shall be transferable by the Chief Justice.

(3) Every such High Court shall-



(a) exercise according to law, the original crinhjaisdiction of the High Court of Sri
Lanka in respect of offences committed with thevitree;

(b) notwithstanding anything in Article 138 and gdb to any law, exercise, appellate
and revisionary jurisdiction in respect of conwcis, sentences and orders entered or
imposed by Magistrates Courts and Primary CourtSimthe Province;

(c) exercise such other jurisdiction and powerBadiament may, by law, provide.

(4) Every such High Court shall have jurisdictiongsue, according to law -

(a) orders in the nature of habeas corpus, in ceggersons illegally detained within
the Province; and

(b) order in the nature of writs of certiorari, pifeition, procedendo, mandamus, and quo
warranto against any person exercising, withinRr@vince, any power under-

() any law; or

(if) any statutes made by the Provincial Coundihklshed for that Province, in respect
of any matter set out in the Provincial CounciltLis

(5) the Judicial Service Commission may delegatutdh High Court, the power to
inspect and report on, the administration of anur€of First Instance within the
Province.

(6) Subject to the provisions of the Constitutiord @ny law, any person aggrieved by a
final order, judgment or sentence of any such Canithe exercise of its jurisdiction
under paragraphs (3)(b) or (3)(c) or (4), may aptreaefrom to the Court of Appeal in
accordance with Article 138.

Functions, powers, election &c. of Provincial Counits.

154Q. Parliament shall by law provide for-

(a) the election of members of Provincial Counaitsl the qualifications for membership
of such Councils;

(b) the procedure for transaction of business @yyesuch Council;
(c) the salaries and allowances of members of Remali Councils; and
(d) any other matter necessary for the purposéveigyeffect to the principles of

provisions of this Chapter, and for any mattersneated with or incidental to, the
provisions of this Chapter.



Finance Commission.

154R. (1) There shall be a Finance Commission stingiof -

(a) the Governor of the Central Bank of Sri Lanka;

(b) the Secretary to the Treasury; and

(c) three other members to represent the threerroajomunities each of whom shall be
a person who has distinguished himself, or heldl bifjice, in the field of finance, law,

administration, business or learning.

(2) Every member of the Commission shall, unlesedréer dies, resigns or is removed
from office, hold office for a period of three ysar

(3) The Government shall, on the recommendatiandfin consultation with, the
Commission, allocate from the Annual Budget, sucidf as are adequate for the
purpose of meeting the needs of the Provinces.

(4) It shall be the duty of the Commission to med@mmendations to the President as
to -

(a) the principles on which such funds are graatatlially by the Government for the
use of Provinces, should be apportioned betwedousProvinces; and,

(b) any other matter referred to the CommissiotthieyPresident relating to Provincial
finance.

(5) The Commission shall formulate such principiéth the objective of achieving
balanced regional development in the country, &mdl accordingly take into account -

(a) the population of each Province;
(b) the per capita income of each Province;
(c) the need progressively, to reduce social and@uic disparities; and

(d) the need, progressively, to reduce the diffeedmetween the per capita income of
each Province and the highest per capita incomeagrine Provinces.

(6) The Commission shall determine its own procedurd shall have such powers in the
performance of its duties as Parliament may, by taaafer on it.

(7) The President shall cause every recommendataite by the Finance Commission
under this Article to be laid before Parliament] ahall notify Parliament as to the action
taken thereon.



(8) No Court or Tribunal shall inquire into, or punce on, or in any manner entertain,
determine or rule upon, any question relating éodtlequacy of such funds, or any
recommendation made, or principle formulated bg,@ommission.

Special provision enabling Provincial Councils noto exercise powers under this
Chapter.

154S. (1) A Provincial Council may, by resoluticiecide not to exercise its powers
under Article 154G with respect to any matter att glaereof set out in the Provincial
Council List or the Concurrent List of the NinthHeclule.

(2) Where a resolution has been passed by a PraviDdouncil under paragraph (i) and
the terms of such resolution have been accepté&hldiament, by resolution, the powers
of such Provincial Council under Article 154G sHadl deemed not to extend to the
matter specified in such resolution and Parliamegly make law, with respect to that
matter, applicable to the Province for which thadvihcial Council is established,
otherwise than in accordance with the provisionantitle 154G.

Transitional measures.

154T. The President may by order published in tapeBe, take such action, or give such
directions, not inconsistent with the provisiondha# Constitution, as appears to him to
be necessary or expedient, for the purpose of gjigffect to the provisions of this
Chapter, or for the administrative changes necgdbarefore, or for the purpose of
removing any difficulties.

[1] Chapter XVIIA Articles 154A to 154T inserted byetfhirteenth Amendment to the
Constitution Sec. 4.

CHAPTER XVIII - PUBLIC SECURITY
Public Security.

155. (1) The Public Security Ordinance as amendéddraforce immediately prior to the
commencement of the Constitution shall be deemée tw law enacted by Parliament.

(2) The power to make emergency regulations urigePublic Security Ordinance or the
law for the time being in force relating to pubdiecurity shall include the power to make
regulations having the legal effect of over-ridiagyending or suspending the operation
of the provisions of any law, except the provisiohghe Constitution.

(3) The provisions of any law relating to publicsety, empowering the President to
make emergency regulations which have the legatedf over-riding, amending or
suspending the operation of the provisions of amy, khall not come into operation,



except upon the making of a Proclamation under fawhbringing such provisions into
operation.

(3a) Nothing in the preceding provisions of thisn€iitution shall be deemed to prohibit
the making of emergency regulations, under theiP@acurity Ordinance or the law for
the time being in force relating to public securityth respect to any matter set out in the
Ninth Schedule or having the effect of overridiagyending or suspending the operation
of a statute made by a Provincial Couft]l.

(4) Upon the making of such a Proclamation, theasiom thereof shall, subject to the
other provisions of this Article, be forthwith commicated to Parliament and,
accordingly-

(1) if such Proclamation is issued after the diggoh of Parliament such Proclamation
shall operate as a summoning of Parliament to oeéte tenth day after such
Proclamation, unless the Proclamation; appointsaaiier date for the meeting which
shall not be less than three days from the datieeoProclamation and the Parliament so
summoned shall be kept in session until the expiryevocation of such or any further
Proclamation or until the conclusion of the Gené&ifalction whichever event occurs
earlier and shall thereupon stand dissolved;

(i) if Parliament is at the date of the makingsotth Proclamation, separated by any such
adjournment or prorogation as will not expire witlen days, a Proclamation shall be
issued for the meeting of Parliament within tensday

(5) Where the provisions of any law relating to lpubecurity have been brought into
operation by the making of a Proclamation undehdaw, such Proclamation shall,
subject to the succeeding provisions of this Agtitle in operation for a period of one
month from the date of the making thereof, but withprejudice to the earlier revocation
of such Proclamation or to the making of a furtResclamation at or before the end of
that period.

(6) Where such provisions as are referred to iagraph (3) of this Article, of any law
relating to public security, have been brought mperation by the making of a
Proclamation under such law, such Proclamation slpire after a period of fourteen
days from the date on which such provisions stalefcome into operation, unless such
Proclamation is approved by a resolution of Partiatn

Provided that if -
(a) Parliament stands dissolved at the date ofnédang of such Proclamation, or

(b) Parliament is at such date separated by artyadjournment or prorogation as is
referred to in paragraphs (4)(ii) of this Articta;



(c) Parliament does not meet when summoned to asgetovided in paragraphs (4) (i)
and (4) (ii) of this Article, then such Proclamatishall expire at the end of ten days after
the date on which Parliament shall next meet andisiess approved by a resolution at
such meeting of Parliament.

(7) Upon the revocation of a Proclamation refeteeth paragraph (6) of this Article
within a period of fourteen days from the date dmicl the provisions of any law relating
to public security shall have come into operationmon the expiry of such a
Proclamation in accordance with the provisionsarbgraph (6), no Proclamation made
within thirty days next ensuring shall come inteecgion until the making thereof shall
have been approved by a resolution of Parliament.

* k k k k% [zl

(8) If Parliament does not approve any Proclamabidmging such provisions as are
referred to in paragraph (3) of this Article intpewation, such Proclamation shall,
immediately upon such disapproval, cease to be aad of any force in law but without
prejudice to anything lawfully done thereungi&r.

(9) If the making of a Proclamation cannot be comitated to and approved by
Parliament by reason of the fact that parliameeisdomt meet when summoned, nothing
50[contained in paragraph (6) or (7) of this Arti¢dé,shall affect the validity or
operation of such Proclamation:

Provided that in such event, Parliament shall aaisummoned to meet as early as
possible thereafter.

[1] Inserted by the Thirteenth Amendment to the Cautgin Sec. 5.
[2] Paras (8) and (9) repealed by the Tenth Amendtoghe Constitution Sec. 2 (1).

[3] Paras (10) and (11) renumbered as (8) and (¥ enth Amendment to the
Constitution Sec. 2 (2).

[4] Substituted by the Tenth Amendment to the CongiituSec. 2 (3) for “contained in
paragraph (6), (7), (8) of this Article.”

CHAPTER XIX - THE PARLIAMENTARY COMMISSIONER FOR
ADMINISTRATION

Parliamentary Commissioner for Administration.

156. (1) Parliament shall by law provide for theabishment of the office of the
Parliamentary Commissioner for Administration (Ord&onan) charged with the duty of



investigating and reporting upon complaints orgdlens of the infringement of
fundamental rights and other injustices by pubfficers and officers of public
corporations, local authorities and other likeingibns, in accordance with and subject
to the provisions of such law.

(2) The Parliamentary Commissioner for Administratshall be appointed by the
President and shall hold office during good behario

(3) The salary of the Parliamentary CommissioneAf@ministration shall be determined
by Parliament and shall not be diminished durirggterm of office.

(4) The office of the Parliamentary CommissionerAdministration shall become
vacant-

(a) upon his death ;
(b) on his resignation in writing addressed toRnesident ;
(c) on his attaining the age fixed by law ;

(d) on his removal by the President on accounll bealth or physical or mental
infirmity ; or

(e) on his removal by the President on an addreBartiament.

(5) Whenever the Parliamentary Commissioner for Adstration is unable to perform
and discharge the duties and functions of his effice President shall appoint a person
to act in his place.

CHAPTER XX - GENERAL
International Treaties and Agreements.

157. Where Parliament by resolution passed byesst than two-thirds of the whole
number of Members of Parliament (including thosepresent) voting in its favour,
approves as being essential for the developmethieafiational economy, any Treaty or
Agreement between the Government of Sri Lanka badovernment of any foreign
State for the promotion and protection of the inwesats in Sri Lanka of such foreign
State, its nationals, or of corporations, compaares other associations incorporated or
constituted under its laws, such Treaty or Agredrmshall have the force of law in Sri
Lanka and otherwise than in the interests of natieacurity no written law shall be
enacted or made, and no executive or administrattien shall be taken, in
contravention of the provisions of such Treaty gréement.

Prohibition against violation of territorial integr ity of Sri Lanka.



157A. (1) No person shall, directly or indirectly,or outside Sri Lanka, support,
espouse, promote, finance, encourage or advoaatsthblishment of a separate State
within the territory of Sri Lanka.

(2) No political party or other association or angation shall have as one of its aims or
objects the establishment of a separate Statenttlei territory of Sri Lanka.

(3) Any person who acts in contravention of thevsions of paragraph (1) shall, on
conviction by the Court of Appeal, after trial axdictment and according to such
procedure as may be prescribed by law, -

(a) be subject to civic disability for such perioot exceeding seven years as may be
determined by such Court ;

(b) forfeit his movable and immovable property ottien such property as is determined
by an order of such Court as being necessary &suistenance of such person and his
family ;

(c) not be entitled to civic rights for such perioot exceeding seven years as may be
determined by such Court ; and

(d) if he is a Member of Parliament or a persosunh service or holding such office as
is referred to in paragraph (1) of Article 165, #0 be such Member or to be in such
service or to hold such office.

(4) Where any political party or other associatororganization has as one of its aims or
objects the establishment of a separate Statentltlei territory of Sri Lanka, any person
may make an application to the Supreme Court filgcaration that such political party
or other association or organization has as oiis aims or objects the establishment of
a separate State within the territory of Sri LariKae Secretary or other officer of such
political party or other officer of such politicaarty or other association or organization
shall be made a respondent to such application.

(5) Where the Supreme Court makes a declaratioaryvatagraph (4) in relation to any
political party or other association or organizatim pursuance of an application made to
it under that paragraph -

(a) that political party or other association og@risation shall be deemed, for all
purposes to be proscribed and any member of suttcgloparty or other association or
organization, who is a Member of Parliament shaltbemed to have vacated his seat in
Parliament with effect from the date of such detian, and any nomination paper
submitted by such political party or other assaarabr organization shall be deemed for
all purposes to be invalid ;

(b) any person who holds office or is a membehat political party or other association
or organization, shall be guilty of an offence ahell, on conviction, by the Court of



Appeal after trial on indictment and according tcls procedure as may be prescribed by
law —

() be subject to civic disability for such perindt exceeding seven years as may be
determined by such Court ;

(i) forfeit his movable and immovable property etlthan such property as is determined
by an order of such Court as being necessary éstistenance of such person and his
family;

(iif) not be entitled to civic rights for such ped not exceeding seven years as may be
determined by such Court ;

(iv) if he is a Member of Parliament or a persosuch service or holds such office as is
referred to in paragraph (1) of Article 165, cetmsbe such Member or to be in such
service or hold such office.

(6) The execution of any punishment imposed undeagraph (3) or sub-paragraph (b)
of paragraph (5) shall not be stayed or suspendedipg the determination of any
appeal against such punishment or the convictimonsequence of which such
punishment was imposed.

(7) Every officer or person who was or is requibgg Article 32 or Article 53, Article 61
or Article 107 or Article 165 or Article 169 (12 take and subscribe or to make and
subscribe an oath or affirmation, every membeooferson in the service, of a local
authority, Development Council Pradeshiya Mandal@&ramodaya Mandalaya or public
corporation and every attorney-at-law shall —

(a) if such officer or person is holding office thre date of coming into force of this
Article, make and, subscribe, or take and subscab@®ath or affirmation in the form set
out in the Seventh Schedule, before such persbody if any, as is referred to in that
Article, within one month of the date on which tigicle comes into force ;

(b) if such person or officer is appointed to soffice after the coming into force of this
Article, make and subscribe or take and subscmbeash or affirmation, in the form set
out in the Seventh Schedule, before such persbody, if any, as is referred to in that

Article, within one month of his appointment to buaffice.

The provisions of Article 165 and Article 169 (I1hjall mutatis mutandis, apply to, and

in relation to, any person or officer who failstéixe and subscribe, or make and
subscribe an oath or affirmation as required by plairagraph.

(8)



(a) Every person who is a Member of Parliamenth@ncbming into force of this Article
shall not be entitled to sit and vote in Parliamanless he takes and subscribes or makes
and subscribes an oath or affirmation in the foemosit in the Seventh Schedule.

(b) Every person who is elected or nominated asmbkr of Parliament on or after the
coming into force of this Article shall not be elgd to sit and vote in Parliament unless
he takes and subscribes or makes and subscrilmeglaor affirmation in the form set out
in the Seventh Schedule.

(9) No person who has taken and subscribed or madisubscribed an oath or
affirmation in the form set out in the Seventh Stille shall, notwithstanding any
provision to the contrary in the Constitution, bguired to take and subscribe or make
and subscribe any other oath or affirmation reglicebe taken and subscribed or made
and subscribed under the Constitution.

(10) Parliament may, by resolution, determine satbler categories of persons or officers
to whom the provisions of paragraph (7) shall aplgl thereupon, the provisions of
such paragraph shall, mutatis mutandis, applyrtd,im relation to, officers or persons of
that category.

(11) The jurisdiction of the Court of Appeal in pest of its powers under this Article
shall be exercised in the manner provided in subgraph (iv) of the proviso to
paragraph (2) of Article 146 —

(12) In this Article, "civic rights" means —

(a) the right to obtain a passport ;

(b) the right to sit for any public examination ;

(c) the right to own any immovable property ;

(d) the right to engage in any trade or professgibich requires a licence, registration or
other authorization, by or under any written |dW.

Delegation.

158. Where any person is empowered under the poogi®f the Constitution to delegate
any power, duty or function to any other persochsperson delegating such power, duty
or function may, notwithstanding such delegatiomreise, perform or discharge such
power, duty or function and may at any time reveldeh delegation.

In this Article, "person” includes any body of pams or any authority.

Deputy Speaker to act for Speaker.



159. Where the Speaker is unable to dischargeutietions of his office, the powers,
duties and functions conferred or imposed on, sigagd to, the Speaker by any
provision of the Constitution, other than by Aréisl31 (4), 37, 38 (2) (b), 39 (2) and 40,
may be exercised, performed or discharged by thrieSpeaker.

[1] Inserted by the Sixth Amendment to the Constitusec. 3.
CHAPTER XXI - TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS
First President.

160. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary ity ather provision of the Constitution,
the person holding the office of President inmeslyelbefore the commencement of the
Constitution shall be the first President underGoastitution and shall be deemed for all
purposes to have been elected as the Presiddrg &dpublic, and shall, subject, to the
provisions of Article 31, hold offid&] for a period of six years from February 4, 1978.

The President shall, notwithstanding the provisiohArticle 32, be deemed to have
assumed office immediately upon the commencemetiteo€onstitution and shall be
entitled thereupon to exercise, perform and disghatl the powers, duties and functions
conferred or imposed on, or assigned to, the Reasiay the Constitution or otherwise.
The President shall, as soon as possible theredféesitting of Parliament, take and
subscribe the oath or make and subscribe the aftiiom set out in the Fourth Schedule.

First Parliament.
161. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary ity ather provision of the Constitution -

(a) the first Parliament shall consist of one hewldsnd sixty-eight members, and subject
to the succeeding provisions of this Article, @fgons who immediately before the
commencement of the Constitution were memberseoN@tional State Assembly shall
be deemed to have been elected as Members ofrRanlia

(b) (i) if the election, as a Member of the Natib8tate Assembly, of a person deemed to
have been elected to the first Parliament is dedlaoid under the law for the time being
in force and no other person is determined to teen duly returned or elected, the seat
of such Member shall be vacant, and an electidghd@lectoral district as existing
immediately prior to the commencement of the Caoumistin, shall be held in accordance
with the law relating to elections to the NatioBghte Assembly in force immediately
before the commencement of the Constitution antherbasis of the register of electors
applicable to such electoral district which wasragiee on the day immediately
preceding the commencement of the Constitution;



(i) the law applicable to election petitions ifaton to an election held as provided in

sub-paragraph (i) shall be the law in force up@dbmmencement of the Constitution

and in the event of such an election being declaogdithe provisions of sub-paragraph
(i) shall, mutatis mutandis, apply;

(c) if the election as a Member of the Nationalt&iessembly of a person who is deemed
to have been elected to the first Parliament isaded void or undue and any other
person is determined to have been duly returnetdected such other person shall be
deemed to have been duly elected as a Member @fsh@arliament;

(d)

(i) where immediately before the commencement efGbnstitution there was a vacancy
in the membership of the National State Assemblyloere a vacancy in the membership
of the first Parliament occurs otherwise than uniderprovisions of paragraph (b) of this
Article, such vacancy shall be filled in the manpesvided in sub-paragraph (iii) hereof;

(i) Where during the duration of the first Parliant, a Member ceases, by resignation,
expulsion or otherwise, to be a member of the reizegl political party to which he
belonged upon or after the commencement of the t@atien, the Secretary of such
party shall, within two weeks of the date on whitith Member so ceased to be a
member of such party, communicate, in writing te 8ecretary-General of Parliament,
the fact and date thereof. The Secretary-Geneadll sipon receipt of such
communication, submit it to the Speaker.

Where a Member ceases to be a member of the reaappolitical party to which he
belonged by reason of being expelled from suchyphé shall be entitled to apply,
within one month of the date of such expulsion biitwn in writing, to the Supreme
Court for a determination that such expulsion waslid. In the event of any such
application being made, the Registrar of the Supr@uourt shall forthwith inform the
Secretary-General of Parliament in writing, of sapiplication. Every such application
shall be heard and determined by not less thae thudges of the Supreme Court who
shall, within two months of the making of such aggtion, determine whether such
expulsion was valid or not.

The Speaker shall, on receiving in the aforesaidmag a communication alleging that a
Member has ceased to be a member of the recogoatigidal party to which such
Member belonged, appoint a Select Committee cangisf not less than five Members
of Parliament (one of whom shall be nominated aaii@Gtan thereof) to inquire into, and
report to Parliament on, the circumstances in whkigth Member is alleged to have
resigned from, or to have been expelled from, draee otherwise ceased to be a
member of, such party, and the reasons therefor :

Provided, however, that where such communicatimges that a Member has ceased to
be a member of the recognized political party taciiine belonged by reason of his
being expelled therefrom, no Select Committee sl@kppointed as aforesaid until after



the expiration of a period of' one month from tlagedof such alleged expulsion, and in
any case where such Member has applied to the ®epfeurt for a determination that
such expulsion was invalid, unless and until thpr&ome Court has determined that such
expulsion was valid.

The provisions of the Parliament (Powers and Rrggk) Act shall, mutatis mutandis,
apply in relation to proceedings before, and togheleges, Immunities and powers of,
a Select Committee appointed as aforesaid, ang sueh Select Committee shall be
deemed, for the purposes of that Act, to be dutii@ized by an order of Parliament to
send for persons, papers and words.

After consideration of the report made by a Se@mnmittee appointed as aforesaid,
Parliament may, by resolution passed by not lems éighty-five members voting in its
favour, resolve that the Member to whom such reqabates, shall cease to be a Member
of Parliament. The Speaker shall endorse on ewsglution so passed, a certificate in
the following form :-

"This resolution has been passed by the majorgyired by Article 161 (d) (ii) of the
Constitution”.

The seat of such Member shall, with effect fromdhee of such certificate, become
vacant.

Every such certificate shall be conclusive forpaliposes and shall not be questioned in
any court, and no court or tribunal shall inquirej pronounce upon or in any manner
call in question, the validity of the resolution which such certificate is endorsed on any
ground whatsoevéR]

(iif) where a vacancy as is referred to in subageaaph (i) or (ii) has occurred, the
Secretary-General of Parliament shall forthwitloind the Commissioner of Elections of
such vacancy. The Commissioner of Elections shaletupon require the Secretary of
the political party to which such Member belongesidminate a member of such party
to fill such vacancy. A nomination made by the $&my of such political party under
this sub-paragraph shall be accompanied by anayatfiirmation, as the case may be, in
the form set out in the Seventh Schedule, takersahdcribed or made and subscribed,
as the case may be, by the person nominated gutith vacancy. Upon the receipt of
such nomination, accompanied by such oath or adtion the Commissiongd] shall
declare such person to be the Member for the elddstrict in respect of which the
vacancy occurred :

[4]Provided that where the Secretary of such polipeaty fails to nominate a member of
such political party to fill such vacancy under gireceding provisions of this sub-
paragraph5]within thirty days of his being required to do swlan the aforesaid manner
or where the Secretary of a political party hadnbesgjuired, before the coming into force
of this proviso, to nominate a member of such alitparty to fill any such vacancy
under such provisions and such Secretary fail$imvthirty days of the coming into



force of this proviso, to nominate a member of spalitical party to fill such vacancy, or
where such political party is deemed to be proscrilnder Article 157 (a), then, the
Commissioner of Election shall forthwith so infothe President, who shall, within thirty
days of the receipt by him of such information,Niytice published in the Gazette order
the Commissioner of Electiof@s to hold an election for the electoral districr@spect of
which such vacancy has occurred. The Commissidrigleations shall thereupon hold
an election, in accordance with Part | and ParttolVI (both inclusive) of the Ceylon
(Parliamentary Elections) Order in Council, 1948%,9uch electoral district as existed
immediately preceding the Constitution and on tagidof such part of the register,
prepared under the Registration of Electors Act,4bof 1980, and in operation, as
corresponds to such electoral district. The afodgsarts of the Ceylon (Parliamentary
Elections) Order in Council, 1946, shall, for thegoses of such election and
notwithstanding the repeal of such Order in Coymaldeemed to be in force and shall,
mutatis mutandis, and except as otherwise expressiyded in the Constitution, apply
to such election.

The law applicable to election petitions in relatio such electoral district shall be the
aforesaid parts of such Order in Council as apmfedesaid and in the event of such
election being declared void and no other persaieisrmined to have been duly
returned or elected, the election to fill such veyashall be held in accordance with the
provisions of this proviso.]

[7]1(iv) Where a Member nominated or elected to fi} aach vacancy as is referred to in
sub-paragraph (i) or sub-paragraph (ii), being anlder who has taken and subscribed or
made and subscribed an oath or affirmation in dnen fset out in the Seventh Schedule,
directly or indirectly, in or outside Sri Lanka,pports, espouses, promotes, finances,
encourage or advocates the establishment of asetate within the territory of Sri
Lanka, any person may make an application to thet@sd Appeal for a declaration that
such member has directly or indirectly, in or odéssri Lanka, supported, espoused,
promoted, financed, encouraged or advocated thélestment of a separate State within
the territory of Sri Lanka.

If the Court of Appeal makes, on such applicatendeclaration that such Member has
directly or indirectly, in or outside Sri Lanka,ported, espoused, promoted, financed,
encouraged or advocated the establishment of aasdeftate within the territory of Sri
Lanka, the seat of such Member shall be deemed v@atant with effect from the date of
such declaration and such Member shall be disgetifom sitting and voting in
Parliament and from being elected or nominatedartident for a period of seven years
from the date of such declaration. The vacancy wrwiin the membership of
Parliament by reason of such declaration shalllleel fin the manner provided in
paragraph (iii).

The jurisdiction of the Court of Appeal’ in respetits powers under this sub-paragraph
shall be exercised in the manner provided in subgraph (iv) of the proviso to
paragraph (2) of Article 146.



(e) unless sooner dissolved, the First Parliamiegit sontinue until August 4, 1989 and
no longer, and shall thereupon stand dissolvedttamg@rovisions of Article 70 (5) (b)
shall, mutatis mutandis, apdi§l

Application of certain provisions.

162. (1) The provisions of Article 98, other thaarggraphs (8) and (9) thereof, and
Article 99 shall not come into operation until tBeneral Election held upon the
dissolution of the first Parliament.

(2) If at the time of such dissolution the notitioa of electoral districts has not been
proclaimed as required by Article 97, the electdiatricts for the first General Election

to be held upon the dissolution of the first Pankat, and the number of Members which
each such district shall be entitled to return boue of the provisions of paragraph (4) of
Article 96, shall be as set out in the Sixth Schednd accordingly, registers of electors
shall be prepared and certified for each such @laktlistrict, and unless Parliament
otherwise provides, such registers shall be prepanehe basis of the register of electors
in force immediately before the commencement ofGbastitution.

Judges of Supreme Court and High Court to ceakeltboffice.

163. All Judges of the Supreme Court and the HigtrtS established by the
Administration of Justice Law, No. 44 of 1973, halgloffice on the day immediately
before the commencement of the Constitution shalthe commencement of the
Constitution, cease to hold office.

Continuation in office of Judges, public officersdaothers.

164. Subject to the provisions of Article 163 evpeyson who immediately before the
commencement of the Constitution -

(a) held office in any court or tribunal deemedMryue of the provisions of paragraph
(2) of Article 105, to be a court or tribunal cre@tand established by Parliament,

(b) was in the service of the Republic, any loedharity or any public corporation,
(c) held office in any local authority or publicrporation, or
(d) held any appointment under any existing writeam, shall continue in such service or

hold such office or appointment under the samedend conditions.

Oath or affirmation to be taken or made by public dficers and others.



165. (1) Every public officer, judicial officer areVery other person as is required by the
Constitution to take an oath or make an affirmabarentering upon the duties of his
office, every holder of an office required undes #xisting law to take an official oath
and every person in the service of every local @ithand of every public corporation
shall take and subscribe the oath or make and sbbgbe affirmation set out in the
Fourth Schedule. Any such public officer, judicidicer, person or holder of an office
failing to take and subscribe such oath or makesadcribe such affirmation after the
commencement of the Constitution on or before slath as may be prescribed by the
Prime Minister by Order published in the Gazettallstease to be in service or hold
office.

(2) The Minister in charge of the subject of Puidministration may, in his sole
discretion, permit any public officer, judicial afér, person or holder of an office
referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article, tkg¢ahe oath or make the affirmation
referred to in that paragraph after the prescriagd if he is satisfied that the failure to
take the oath or make the affirmation within thediprescribed was occasioned by
illness or some other unavoidable cause. On hiedaduch oath or making such
affirmation, he shall continue in service or hoftiae as if he had taken such oath or
made such affirmation within the time prescribedemparagraph (1) of this Article.

(3) The President may by Proclamation-

(a) exclude the application of the provisions afggmaph (1) of this Article to any
category of public officers,

(b) prescribe the persons or categories of penstiasmay administer such oath or
affirmation in addition to the persons who are em@@d under the existing law to
administer oaths or affirmations.

Powers, privileges, immunities and rights of the Raublic.

166. Unless Parliament otherwise provides, the Blépaf Sri Lanka shall continue to
possess and exercise all powers, privileges, imtiegrand rights whatsoever possessed,
exercised or exercisable immediately prior to themencement of the Constitution.
Rights, duties and obligations of the Republic.

167. All rights and all duties or obligations, hoxee arising, of the Government of Sri
Lanka and subsisting immediately prior to the comoeenent of the Constitution shall

be rights, duties and obligations of the Governnoénihe Republic of Sri Lanka under
the Constitution.

Past operation of laws, previous acts, offences, dpending actions, &c.



168. (1) Unless Parliament otherwise providedaals, written laws and unwritten laws,
in force immediately before the commencement ofGbastitution, shall, mutatis
mutandis, and except as otherwise expressly prdvidéhe Constitution, continue in
force.

(2) Save as otherwise provided in the Constitutsxisting laws, written laws and
unwritten laws are not and shall not in any mareedeemed to be provisions of the
Constitution.

(3) Wherever the Constitution provides that any, lamitten law or unwritten law or any
provision of the Constitution shall continue inderuntil or unless Parliament otherwise
provides, any law enacted by Parliament so progidiay be passed by a majority of the
Members present and voting.

(4) Whenever the Constitution provides that anysion of any existing written law
shall continue in force until or unless Parliametierwise provides and the existing
written law referred to consists of subordinatadkgion, the provision that such existing
written law shall continue in force until or unleRarliament otherwise provides shall not
in any manner be deemed to derogate from the pofabe person or body on whom the
power to make and when made, to amend, vary, scirevoke such subordinate
legislation is conferred, to exercise the powecaaferred until or unless Parliament
otherwise provides.

(5) Unless the Constitution otherwise provides,hst operation of any law in force
prior to the commencement of the Constitution gitlaimng duly done or suffered or any
offence committed or any right, liberty, obligationpenalty acquired or incurred under
any law in force prior to the commencement of tlim€itution shall not in any manner
be affected or be deemed to be affected by thetfdatien coming into force.

(6) All actions, prosecutions, proceedings, matberhings, including proceedings of
Commissions appointed or established by or undgeaisting written law, pending or
uncompleted on the commencement of the Constitstiati, subject to the provisions of
the Constitution and, mutatis mutandis, be deemedntinue and may be carried on and
completed after the commencement of the Constitutio

Provisions relating to judiciary.

169. Unless Parliament otherwise provides —

(1) any provisions of the Administration of Justleaawv, No. 44 of 1973, which are
inconsistent with the provisions of the Constitatishall, to the extent of such
inconsistency, be deemed to be repealed ;

(2) the Supreme Court established by the Admirtistiaof Justice Law, No. 44 of 1973,

shall, on the commencement of the Constitutionseda exist, and accordingly the
provisions of that Law relating to the establishingfrthe said Supreme Court, shall be



deemed to have been repealed. Unless otherwis@pdom the Constitution, every
reference in any existing written law to the Supeeourt shall be deemed to be a
reference to the Court of Appeal;

(3) all appellate proceedings including proceedimgsvay of revision, case stated and
restitutio in integrum pending in the Supreme Ceastablished under the Administration
of Justice Law, No. 44 of 1973, on the day precgdie commencement of the
Constitution, shall stand removed to the Court pp&al and the Court of Appeal shall
have jurisdiction to take cognizance of and to leeat determine the same ; and the
judgments and orders of the Supreme Court aforedidered or made before the
commencement of the Constitution in appellate prdoegs shall have the same force
and effect as if they had been delivered or madiaéyCourt of Appeal ;

(4) all original proceedings by way of applicatidos the issue of high prerogative Writs
and applications for any other relief pending ie upreme Court as well as all
applications for injunctions pending in the Highu®established under the
Administration of Justice Law, No. 44 of 1973, twe date immediately preceding the
commencement of the Constitution shall stand remh¢éoehe Court of Appeal and such
Court shall have jurisdiction to take cognizancehafar and determine or to continue and
complete the same, and the judgments and ordéne &upreme Court established under
the Administration of Justice Law, No. 44 of 19@8Jivered or made before the
commencement of the Constitution in original praiiegs shall have the same force and
effect as if they had been delivered or made byCibiert of Appeal:

Provided that any proceedings in relation to afggald breach of privileges of
Parliament pending in the Supreme Court shall stambved to the Supreme Court
created and established by the Constitution ;

(5) no appeal shall lie from any judgment, ordedecree of the Supreme Court
established under the Administration of Justice Usa, 44 of 1973, to the Supreme
Court created and established under the Constitbtio such judgment, order or decree,
as the case may be, shall be final as betweersttiepto the action, application or other
proceeding in which such judgment, order or dewrae made:

Provided that it shall be competent for the Cotisgpeal and all officers of such Court

to take all such steps as may be necessary, ingulde entering of decrees if not already
entered and taxation and recovery of costs so esdore that such judgments, orders and
decrees are completely and effectively compliedhwas if they had been delivered or
made by the Court of Appeal created and establiblgglle Constitution ;

(6) the several High Courts established under @ndpmif the Administration of Justice
Law, No. 44 of 1973, shall be deemed for all pugsa® constitute a single court created
and established by Parliament called the High Cafuthie Republic of Sri Lanka having
jurisdiction throughout the Republic of Sri Lankelte exercised in the several Zones in
accordance with the law for the time being in forkecordingly, subject to the
provisions of the Constitution, and of any existigtten law, all provisions relating to



High Courts contained in such Law shall, mutatigandis, apply to the High Court of
the Republic of Sri Lanka ;

(7) all criminal and admiralty cases, proceedingsatters, other than applications for

injunctions, pending in the High Courts establishader the Administration of Justice

Law, No. 44 of 1973, on the day preceding the comuament of the Constitution shall
stand removed to the said High Court of the RepuddliSri Lanka and such Court shall
have jurisdiction to take cognizance of, hear agtéinine or to continue and complete
the same, and the judgments and orders of thesafidreligh Courts delivered or made
before the commencement of the Constitution slaalelthe same force and effect as if
they had been delivered or made by the High CdutteoRepublic of Sri Lanka ;

(8) the President of the Court of Appeal shall friomme to time as he may deem
expedient nominate the Judges of the High Couth@Republic of Sri Lanka to exercise
the jurisdiction of the High Court in such zonehasnay determine and the Provisions
of Chapter Il of the Administration of Justice LaMg. 44 of 1973, shall, mutatis
mutandis, apply to the hearing and disposal gb@teedings pending in or hereafter
instituted in the High Court ;

(9) all indictments filed hereafter in the High @baf the Republic of Sri Lanka shall be
in the name of the Republic of Sri Lanka and sbalsigned by the Attorney-General or
any person authorized under section 189 of the Adhtnation of Justice Law, No. 44 of
1973;

(10) all election petition proceedings relatingtie election of any person to the
membership of the National State Assembly pendirthe High Courts established
under the Administration of Justice Law, No. 4416% 3, on the day preceding the
commencement of the Constitution shall stand remh¢éoehe Court of Appeal and the
Court of Appeal shall have the same jurisdictiotate cognizance of, hear and
determine or to continue and complete the sametrenpidgments and orders of the
Supreme Court established by the Administratiodustice Law, No. 44 of 1973, and of
the High Courts aforesaid delivered or made betoeecommencement of the
Constitution in such election petition proceedisball have the same force and effect as
if they had been delivered or made by the Supremet@nd the Court of Appeal
established by the Constitution, as the case mayheePresident of the Court of Appeal
is hereby vested with the power to nominate a Jodiglee Court of Appeal to hear and
determine any election petition in respect of whtod Court of Appeal is vested with
jurisdiction by the Constitution ;

(11) all attorneys-at-law admitted and enrolledleemed to have been admitted and
enrolled as attorneys-at-law under the provisidrite® Administration of Justice Law,
No. 44 of 1973, shall subject to the provisionshef Constitution be deemed to have
been admitted and enrolled as attorneys-at-laweBSupreme Court created and
established by the Constitution ;



(12) after the date fixed by the Minister in chaoféhe subject of Justice, by Order
published in the Gazette, no attorney-at-law dhalentitled to represent any party to a
proceeding or be given the right of audience in @nyt, tribunal or other institution

until or unless he has taken and subscribed theavahade and subscribed the
affirmation set out in the Fourth Schedule befodeidge of the Supreme Court, Court of
Appeal, High Court or any other judicial officer @sfined in Article 114 ; and it shall be
the duty of any such Judge or judicial officerilzes case may be, to forward such oath or
affirmation so taken and subscribed or made andcsilied to the Registrar of the
Supreme Court who shall cause the same to be dritetiee rolls of such Court. Such
entry shall be the only proof that such attornelaat has taken and subscribed or made
and subscribed such oath or affirmation ;

(13) the provisions of the Administration of Justicaw, No. 44 of 1973, relating to the
Attorney-General, the legal profession, State Algys and State Counsel, shall be
deemed for all purposes to be in operation, andyaederence to the Supreme Court in
sections 33 to 36 of the Administration of Justiesv, No. 44 of 1973, and in the rules
and regulations relating thereto shall be deemdxtta reference to the Supreme Court
established by the Constitution ;

(14) if any matter or question shall arise withaefjto any procedure or practice to be
followed in any court in consequence of the coniitig operation of the Constitution,
not provided for in the Constitution or any writtiv, the Chief Justice shall have the
power to give such directions as he may considegssary to prevent injustice or as the
justice of the case may require and to ensurehiegbrovisions of Chapters XV and XVI
of the Constitution are given full and completeeetf;

(15)

(i) any reference in section 2 of the Special Plesiial Commissions of Inquiry Law,
No. 7 of 1978, to the Supreme Court shall be deeiméeé a reference to the Supreme
Court established by the Constitution ;

(i) where any person has been appointed as a nrevhbeSpecial Presidential
Commission of Inquiry established under the Spdeiakidential Commission of Inquiry
Law, No. 7 of 1978, then, such person shall notstéhding the provisions of the
Constitution, continue to be such member and $igatieemed for the purposes of Article
81 (1) to be a Judge of a Court referred to themalass he resigns, or refuses or becomes
unable to act, or is discharged by the Presidemt the performance of his duties as such
member in accordance with the provisions of thecBp@®residential Commissions of
Inquiry Law, No. 7 of 1978 ;

(iif) any such member specified in the Warrant lesshing such Special Presidential
Commission of Inquiry as Chairman, shall, subjedhe provisions of sub-paragraph (ii)
of this paragraph, continue to be the ChairmaruohsSpecial Presidential Commission
of Inquiry ;



(16) (i) any breach the privileges of the NatioBtdte Assembly functioning immediately
prior to the commencement of the Constitution, Idmldeemed to be a breach of the
privileges of Parliament and accordingly, Parliatreamd the Supreme Court, shall have
the Power to take cognizance of and punish anypdms such breach of privileges of
Parliament ;

(i) where prior to the commencement of the Counstin, any step required or authorized
by the Parliament (Powers and Privileges) Act leenliaken in respect of, or in relation
to, any act or omission alleged to constitute subineach of the privileges of Parliament
as is referred to in sub-paragraph (i) of this geaph, such step shall be deemed to have
been validly taken and any further steps as angnexdjor authorized under such Act,
may be taken, in respect of or, in relation tohsakkeged breach of the privileges of
Parliament as if the act or omission alleged tostitute ; such breach of privileges of
Parliament had been committed or had occurred #iféeecommencement of the
Constitution.

Provision relating to Queen’s Counsel and Senior Abrneys-at-Law.
169A. (1) Every-
(a) Queen's Counsel appointed prior to the comitmforce of the Constitution ; and

(b) Senior attorney-at-law appointed by the Predidéter the coming into force of the
Constitution, shall, from the date on which thigiéle comes into force, be called and
known also as President's Counsel and shall cantmenjoy all such privileges as were
hitherto enjoyed by a Queen's Counsel.

(2) Every rule made under Article 136 relatinghe appointment of Senior attorneys-at-
law shall, from the date on which this Article caneto force, be deemed to be
rescinded.

(3) Every reference in any written law to "Senitomey- at-law" shall, from the date on
which this Article comes into force, be deemedniidude a reference to “President’s
Counsel.[9]

[1] Substituted by the Third Amendment to the ConstituSec. 4, for “shall hold
office.”

[2] Original para (ii) repealed and substituted by$keeond Amendment to the
Constitution Sec. 2.

[3] Substituted by the Sixth Amendment to the ConstituSec. 4 (1), for “to fill such
vacancy. Upon receipt of such nomination, the Cossianer.”



[4] Added by the Fifth Amendment to the Constitutiet.S2 (d).

[5] Substituted by the Sixth Amendment to the ConstituSec. 4 (2)(a) for "within
thirty days of his being required to do so."

[6] Substituted by the Sixth Amendment to the ConstituSec. 4 (2) (d), for “vacancy,
then the Commissioner of Elections.”

[7] Added by the Sixth Amendment to the Constitutiea. g(3).

[8] Original para (e) repealed and substituted byFthath Amendment to the
Constitution Sec. 2.

[9] Inserted by the Eighth Amendment to the Constitugec. 4.
CHAPTER XXII - INTERPRETATION

Interpretation.

170. In the Constitution—

“civic disability” shall have the same meaning as in the Speciaberesl
Commissions of Inquiry Law, No. 7 of 1978, as oa tommencement of the
Constitution;

“commencement of the Constitution’means the date appointed by the Proclamation
made under Article 172;

“conclusion of the General Election’means the time at which Members of Parliament
for all the electoral districts in respect of whelpoll has been taken on the date or dates
specified in the Proclamation made under Articl§5)thave been declared elected by
the respective returning officers, or when on #mults declared more than half the total
membership of Parliament consists of Members bahgnig any single recognized
political party or independent group, whicheverrevaccurs earlier;

"existing law” and“existing written law” mean any law and written law, respectively,
in force immediately before the commencement ofGbastitution which under the
Constitution continue in force;

“judicial officer" , other than in Article 114, means any person wiidsoffice as -

(a) a Judge of the Supreme Court or a Judge dZthet of Appeal,

(b) any Judge of the High Court or any Judge, dnegiofficer or member of any other

Court of First Instance, tribunal or institutioreated and established for the
administration of justice or for the adjudicatidnamy labour or other dispute but does



not include a person who performs arbitral functiona public officer whose principal
duty or duties is or are not the performance otfiams of a judicial nature.

No court or tribunal or institution shall have gdiction to determine the question whe-
ther a person is a judicial officer within the miganof the Constitution but such question
shall be determined by the Judicial Service Comiansehose decision thereon shall be
final and conclusive.

No act of such person or proceeding held beforl pecson, prior to such determination,
shall be deemed to be invalid by reason of suckrofenation;

“law” means any Act of Parliament, and any law enacyeghly legislature at any time
prior to the commencement of the Constitution aruduides an Order in Council;

“local authority” means any Municipal Council, Urban Council, Towou@cil or

Village Council and includes any Authority creatat established by or under any law
to exercise, perform and discharge powers, dutidsanctions corresponding to or
similar to the powers, duties and functions exediperformed and discharged by any
such Council;

“public corporation” means any corporation, board or other body whick evas
established by or under any written law other tthenCompanies Ordinance, with funds
or capital wholly or partly provided by the Goveram by way of grant, loan or
otherwise;

“public officer” means a person who holds any paid office undeR#piblic other than
a judicial officer but does not include—

(a) the President;

(b) the Speaker;

(c) a Minister;

(d) a member of the Judicial Service Commission;

(e) a member of the Public Service Commission;

(f) a Deputy Minister;

(9) a Member of Parliament;

(h) the Secretary-General of Parliament;

(i) a member of the President’s staff;

(1) a member of the staff of the Secretary-Genet&arliament

"recognized political party” means unless Parliament otherwise provides, every
political party which is treated as a recognizelitipal party under the Ceylon
(Parliamentary Elections) Order in Council, 1946;

“territorial waters" includes the territorial sea and the historic waté Sri Lanka;



“written law” means any law and subordinate legislation andided statutes made by a
Provincial Council, Orderfl] Proclamations, Rules, By-laws and Regulations noaide
issued by any body or person having power or aitthonder any law to make or issue
the same.

[1] Substituted by the Thirteenth Amendment to thed@iution Sec. 6, for “and
includes orders.”

CHAPTER XXIII - REPEAL
Repeal.

171. The Constitution adopted and enacted on thd @3y of May, 1972, is hereby
repealed.

CHAPTER XXIV - PROMULGATION OF THE CONSTITUTION
Promulgation of the Constitution.

172. (1) The provisions of Chapter | to Chapter XXhall come into force on the day
appointed by the President by Proclamation.

(2) Parliament shall meet on the day so appointeldiae President may, in such
Proclamation, specify the time at which Parlianmsdrell so meet.

Devo Vassatukalena
sassasampattihetu ca
phito bhavatu loko ca
raja bhavatu dhammiko
SIDDHIRASTU

FIRST SCHEDULE

Article 5

Names of Administrative Districts

1. Colombo

2. Gampaha

3. Kalutara



4. Kandy

5. Matale

6. Nuwara Eliya
7. Galle

8. Matara

9. Hambantota
10. Jaffna

11. Kilinochch[1]
12. Mannar

13. Vavuniya
14. Mullaitivu
15. Batticaloa
16. Ampara

17. Trincomalee
18. Kurunegala
19. Puttalam

20. Anuradhapura
21. Polonnaruwa
22. Badulla

23. Moneragala
24. Ratnapura

25. Kegalle




[1] Inserted by the Seventh Amendment Sec. 5.
SECOND SCHEDULE
Article 6

The National Flag

THIRD SCHEDULE

Article 7

[Words and Music of the National Anthem

and

Instructions to play]

FOURTH SCHEDULE

Articles 32, 53, 61, 107, 165

e —————— do solemnly declare and affirm / sité&at |

will faithfully perform the duties and dischargeetfunctions of the office of
........................................ in accanda with the Constitution of the Democratic Sosiali
Republic of Sri Lanka and the law, and that | w#l faithful to the Republic of Sri Lanka
and that | will to the best of my ability upholddadefend the Constitution of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka."”

FIFTH SCHEDULE

Articles 114(6)

Clerks



Deputy Fiscalgl]
Interpreters
Stenographers
Typists

Binders

SIXTH SCHEDULE
Articles 162(2)

Colombo City and Dehiwela-Mount Lavinia (Municidamits)

1 Member

Colombo District (excluding Colombo City and Dehlave Mount Lavinia)
... 2 Members

Kalutara District ... ... ... ... 2 Members
Kandy District ... ... ... ... 2 Members
Matale District ... ... ... ... 1 Member
Nuwara-Eliya District ... ... ... ... 1 Member
Galle District ... ... ... ... 2 Members

Matara District

cee oo e oo 1 Member

Hambantota District ... ... ... ... 1 Member
Jaffna District ... ... ... ... 1 Member

Mannar and Vavuniya Districts ... ... ... 3 Members
Batticaloa District ... ... ... ... 1 Member
Trincomalee District ... ... ... ... 1 Member
Ampara District ... ... ... ... 2 Members
Kurunegala District ... ... ... ... 3 Members
Puttalam District ... ... ... ... 1 Member
Anuradhapura District ... ... ... ... 3 Members
Polonnaruwa District ... ... ... ... 1 Member
Badulla District ... ... ... ... 3 Members
Moneragala District ... ... ... ... 1 Member
Kegalle District ... ... ... ... 2 Members
Ratnapura District ... ... ... ... 2 Members

"District" means the Administrative District estebled under the Administrative
Districts Act (Chapter 392) having the limits sged thereunder as on July 21, 1977.

SEVENTH SCHEDULE [1]

Articles 157A and Article 161(d)(iii)



e do solemnly declare and affirm / swear thaill
uphold and defend the Constitution of the Democr@tcialist Republic of Sri Lanka
and that | will not, directly or indirectly, in mutside Sri Lanka, support, espouse,
promote, finance, encourage or advocate the estaidint of a separate State within the
territory of Sri Lanka.”

[1]Substituted by the Sixth Amendment to the ConstituSec. 5.
(Article 154A)

EIGHTH SCHEDULE [1]
Provinces

Western

North Western

Uva

Sabaragamuwa

Central

Eastern

Southern

North Central

Northern.

[1] Added by the Thirteenth Amendment to the ConstituSec. 7.
(Article 154 A)

NINTH SCHEDULE [1]

LIST I

(Provincial Council List)



1. Police and Public order. - Public order andekercise of police powers, to the extent
set out in Appendix I, within the Province, but matluding National Defence, National
Security and the use of any armed forces or amgrdtiices under the control of the
Government of Sri Lanka in aid of the civil powand not including the city of
Colombo, Sri Jayewardenepura Kotte, and their ensithe limits of which shall be
specified by the President by Order published enGazette.

2. Planning - Implementation of provincial economians.
3. Education and Educational Services, - Educatdhe extent set out in Appendix III.
4. Local Government —

4 : 1 Local authorities for the purpose of localgament and village administration,
such as Municipal Councils, Urban Councils and Esad/a Sabhas, except that, the
constitution, form and structure of local authestshall be determined by law ;

4 : 2 Supervision of the administration of locatharities established by law, including
the power of dissolution (subject to such quasieuatlinquiries into the grounds for
dissolution, and legal remedies in respect theaomay be provided by law, and subject
to provisions relating to audit as may be provitdgdaw) ;

4 : 3 Local authorities will have the Powers vestethem under existing law. Municipal
Councils and Urban Councils will have the powersted in them under the Municipal
Councils Ordinance and the Urban Councils OrdinaRcadeshiya Sabha will have the
powers vested in them under existing law. It wdldpen to a Provincial Council to
confer additional powers on local authorities bott to take away their powers ;

4 : 4 Gramodaya Mandalayas will have the powertedes Gramodaya Mandalayas
under existing law. It will be open to a Provindizduncil to council to confer additional
powers on Gramodaya Mandalayas.

5. Provincial Housing and Construction -

5 : 1 Implementing, co-ordinating, supervising amohitoring provincial housing
development programmes and projects (other thalmiNdtHousing Development
Authority projects) including aided self-help haugiprojects, housing loans and the
provision of building materials ;

5 : 2 The implementation of the Protection of Terakct and the Rent Act within a
Province ;

5 : 3 Construction activity in respect of subjdatshis List.

6. Roads and bridges and ferries thereon withirPtlogince, other than -



(a) national highways ;

(b) bridges and ferries on national highways.

7. Social Services and Rehabilitation —

7 : 1 Probation and Child Care Services ;

7 : 2 The Rehabilitation of destitute persons amdilies ;

7 : 3 Rehabilitation and welfare of physically, rtedly and socially handicapped persons

7 : 4 Relief of the disabled and unemployable.

8. Regulation of road passenger carriage servicgshe carriage of goods by motor
vehicles within the Province and the Provisiongér-provincial road transport
services.

9. Agriculture and Agrarian Services —

9 : 1 Agriculture, including, agricultural extensjgpromotion and education for
provincial purposes and agricultural services (othan in inter-provincial irrigation and
land settlement schemes, State land and plantagjoculture) ;

9 : 2 Rehabilitation and maintenance of minor atign works ;

9 : 3 Agricultural research, save and except ustihs designated as national agricultural
research institutions.

10. Rural Development

11. Health —

11 : 1 The establishment and maintenance of phbkpitals, rural hospitals, maternity
homes, dispensaries (other than teaching hospmal$ospitals established for special

purposes) ;

11 : 2 Public health services, health educatiotrjtran, family health, maternity and
child care, food and food sanitation, environmehtlth ;

11 : 3 Formulation and implementation of Health Blepment Plan and of the Annual
Health Plan for the Province ;

11 : 4 The provision of facilities for all institohs referred to in 1 above within the
Province, excluding the procurement of drugs;



11 : 5 Awarding of Scholarships for Post-Gradualedation within Sri Lanka to
personnel attached to the Institutions specifietl &bove.

12. Indigenous Medicine - Ayurveda, Siddha and Wnan

12 : 1 Establishment of Ayurvedic dispensaries lamspitals, grants to such dispensaries
and hospitals ;

12 : 2 Establishment and maintenance of herbaria.
13 : 1 Resthouses maintained by local authoritaes;

13 : 2 Circuit bungalows presently administered3myvernment departments whose
functions are exclusively specified in this List.

14. Pawnbrokers - Pawnbrokers other than pawnbsdkesiness carried on by Banks.
15. Markets, fairs.

16. Food supply and distribution within the Prownc

17. Co-operatives —

17 : 1 Co-operative undertakings and the orgamimategistration, supervision and audit
of co-operative societies within the province ;

17 : 2 Co-operative development within the Provimmuding co-operative education
and propaganda ;

17 : 3 Provincial Co-operative Employees Commission

17 : 4 Matters connected with employment, promqgtretirement and other connected
matters of employees of co-operative societiesiwiifie Province.

18. Land. - Land, that is to say, rights in or okagrd, land tenure transfer and alienation
of land, land use, land settlement and land imprerd, to the extent set out in Appendix
Il.

19. Irrigation - Planning, designing, implementatisupervision and maintenance of all
irrigation works, other than irrigation schemestielg to rivers running through more
than one Province or inter provincial irrigatiorddand development schemes.

20. Animal husbandry. - Preservation, protectiot mmprovement of stock and
prevention of animal diseases within the Province.



21. Subject to the formulation and implementatibMational Policy in regard to
development and planning, the power to promotabéish and engage in agricultural,
industrial, commercial and trading enterprises atinér income-generating projects,
within the Province without prejudice to the powéthe Government and public
corporations to have such enterprises and projects.

(This would include the promotion of scientific aimdiustrial research within the
Province and the preparation, co-ordination andrttpementation of industrial
development plans for the Province).

22. Reformatories, Borstal institutions and otimstitutions of a like nature and persons
detained therein, arrangements with other Provifaethe use of such institutions.

23. Possession, transport, purchase and saleoafaating liquors.

24. Burials and burial grounds, cremations and at&m grounds, other than those
declared by or under law made by Parliament toab®mal memorial cemeteries.

25 : 1 Libraries, Museums and other similar insitos controlled or financed by a
Provincial Council;

25 : 2 Ancient and historical monuments and recottsr than those declared by or
under law made by Parliament to be of national ingnze.

26. The regulation of mines and mineral developnterthe extent permitted by or under
any law made by Parliament, within the Province.

27. Incorporation, regulation and judicial windiag of corporations with objects
confined to the Province, excluding trading corpiorss, banking, insurance and
financial corporations.

28. Regulation of unincorporated trading, literagientific, religious and other societies
and associations.

29 : 1 Theatres and dramatic performances, musenas, entertainments and
amusements, excluding the sanctioning of cinemagdgfilms for exhibition and public
performances.

29 : 2 Encouragement and development of sportei(dtian national sports
associations).

30. Betting and gambling, other than impositioticgnce fees and taxes.
31. Provincial debt.

32. Offences against statutes with respect to &ttyeomatters specified in this List.



33. Fees in respect of any of the matters in tieg bxcluding fees taken in any court.
34. Development, conservation and managementesf aitd facilities in the Province for
the generation and promotion of electrical eneajlgdr than hydro-electric power and
power generated to feed the national grid).

35. The borrowing of money to the extent permitigar under any law made by
Parliament ;

36 : 1 Turnover taxes on wholesale and retail sai#sn such limits and subject to such
exemptions as may be prescribed by law made byaRuant ;

36 : 2 Betting taxes, and taxes on prize compastand lotteries, other than National
Lotteries and lotteries organized by the Governnoé&ri Lanka ;

36 : 3 Licence taxes, arrack, toddy rents, tappagnce fees, and liquor licence fees ;

36 : 4 Motor vehicle licence fees within such lisnéind subject to such exemptions as
may be prescribed by law made by Parliament ;

36 : 5 Dealership licence taxes on drugs and athemicals ;

36 : 6 Stamp duties on transfer of properties, siclands and motor cars ;
36 : 7 Toll collections ;

36 : 8 Fines imposed by courts ;

36 : 9 Fees charged under the Medical Ordinance ;

36 : 10 Fees charged under the Motor Traffic Act ;

36 : 11 Departmental fees in respect of any ohtlgers specified in this List ;
36 : 12 Fees under the Fauna and Flora Protectidm&nce ;

36 : 13 Fees on lands alienated under the LandIB@went Ordinance and Crown
Lands Ordinance ;

36 : 14 Court fees, including stamp fees on docusngroduced in court ;
36 : 15 Regulatory charges under the Weights anashtes Ordinance ;

36 : 16 Land revenue, including the assessmentaltettion of revenue, and
maintenance of land records for revenue purposes ;



36 : 17 Taxes on lands and buildings includingpgfaperty of the State to the extent
permitted by law made by Parliament ;

36 : 18 Taxes on mineral rights within such lingited subject to such exemptions as may
be prescribed by law made by Parliament ;

36 : 19 Licensing fees on the possession, trangparthase and sale of intoxicating
liquors ;

36 : 20 Other taxation within the Province in ortteraise revenue for provincial
purposes to the extent permitted by or under anynt@ade by Parliament.

37. Protection of environment within the Provinadlte extent permitted by or under any
law made by Parliament.

APPENDIX |
Law And Order
1. The subject devolved shall be described asvisllo-

Public Order and the exercise of Police powersas# in this Appendix within the
Province, but not including-

(a) national defence ;
(b) national security ; and

(c) the use of any armed forces or any other fouceker the control of the Government
of Sri Lanka in aid of the civil power.

2. The I.G.P. shall be the head of the Sri Lankac®&orce, The Sri Lanka Police Force
shall be divided into -

(a) the National Division (including Special Unitsand
(b) a Provincial Division for each Province.

2 : 1 The National Division shall consist of thé.P., D.I.GG, S.S.PP, A.S.PP and other
ranks recruited at the national level.

2 : 2 A Provincial Division shall consist of thel®&., S.S.PP, S.PP and A.S.PP all
seconded from the National Division and Provinéissistant Superintendents of Police,
Chief Inspectors, Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors, S@atgeand Constables recruited in the
Province. Members of the Provincial Division shmleligible for promotion to the
National Division.



3. Recruitment to the National Division and prormos of Police Officers in the
Provincial Divisions to the National Division shak made by a National Police
Commission composed of three members, namely -

(a) the 1.G.P. ;

(b) a person nominated by the Public Service Comionisin consultation with the
President ; and

(c) a nominee of the Chief Justice.

3 : 1 The National Police Commission shall, befsr@moting any Police Officer serving
in any Provincial Division to the National Divisipoall for a Confidential Report on
such Officer from the relevant Provincial Policen@uission and take the matters
specified in such report into consideration in dewg whether to promote such Officer or
not.

3 : 2 The Commission shall also be responsibl@fomotions, transfers and disciplinary
control of members of the National Division othiean the 1.G.P. subject to paragraph 4 :
1 below.

3 : 3 It shall hear and determine appeals fronteffi seconded to Provincial Divisions
against whom disciplinary action has been takeRtmyincial Police Commissions.

3 : 4 It shall set standards for recruitment arathotion of Police Officers of all
Divisions and such standards shall be uniform foP@vincial Divisions.

4. Recruitment to each Provincial Division shallbade by a Provincial Police
Commission composed of three members, namely

(a) the D.1.G. of the Province ;

(b) a person nominated by the Public Service Cominnisin consultation with the
President ; and

(c) a nominee of the Chief Minister of the Province

4 : 1 A Provincial Police Commission shall be resgble for transfers, promotions and
disciplinary control over officers in the Provinkiivision ; for promotion of Officers of
the National Division seconded to the ProvinciatiBion up to the rank of S.S.P. ; and
for transfer and disciplinary control over officeasconded to the Provincial Division,
exceptthe D.1.G. :

Provided that any Officer of the National Divisisaconded to any Provincial Division
against whom disciplinary action has been takea Byovincial Police Commission,



shall have the right to appeal to the National¢&@ommission, whose decision on such
appeal shall be final.

5. The National Police Commission or a Provincialié@ Commission shall be entitled
to delegate such of its powers as may be presctibedch other person or authority as
may be prescribed.

6. The I.G.P. shall appoint a D.1.G. for each Pmogiwith the concurrence of the Chief
Minister of the Province. However, where thereosagreement between the Inspector-
General of Police and the Chief Minister, the nratt#l be referred to the President,
who, after due consultations with the Chief Minisghall make the appointment.

7. The cadres of Police Officers of all ranks @ tational Division shall be fixed by the
Government of Sri Lanka. The cadre of Officers attter ranks of each Provincial
Division shall be fixed by the Provincial Adminiation with the approval of the
President, having regard to-

(a) the area of the Province ;

(b) population of the Province ; and

(c) such other criteria, as may be agreed to aopiteed.

These principles shall be uniformly applied toRxbvincial Divisions.

7 : 1 The cadres of the Provincial Divisions shallfixed on ascertained principles such
as population, area, number of Police Stationsliegband other relevant considerations.
These principles shall be applied to all Provin€ialisions without distinction.

7 : 2 The salary scales and perquisites of offigeyed by the various ranks in the
National and Provincial Divisions shall be deteredrby the Government of Sri Lanka
after consultation with the Chief Ministers of tReovinces. The salary scales and
perquisites of office as enjoyed by members ofRtfevincial Divisions shall apply
uniformly to all Provincial Divisions.

8. The nature, type and quantity of fire-arms amenainition and other equipment for the
National Division shall be determined by the NatibRolice Commission. The nature,
type and quantity of fire-arms and ammunition atieeoequipment for all Provincial
Divisions shall be determined by the National Rol@ommission after consultation with
the Provincial Police Commission and uniform staddaand principles shall be applied
for all Provincial Divisions.

9. Recruitment to the National Division shall bedaat the ranks of P.C., S.I., and
A.S.P.. Recruitment to the Provincial Division st made at the ranks of P.C., S.1.,,
and P.A.S. P. (rank referred to in paragraph ab@&ve).



9 : 1 Recruitment to the National Division shallrhade by the National Police
Commission and recruitment to the Provincial Dimisshall be made by the Provincial
Police Commission having regard to the standardeasfiitment, and other criteria
prescribed in this behalf:

Provided also that a recruit may, on appointmegitpst his preferences as to the
Division in which he wishes to serve and that halsi possible, be posted to the
Division of his choice, with the consent of the Bien concerned.

9 : 2 The Government of Sri Lanka shall be resgmadgor the training of all recruits to
and of members of all Divisions of the Sri Lankdié&oForce.

The President may, where he considers it necegsanyide for alternative training for
members of any Provincial Division.

10. Members of the National Division and the PraiahDivisions shall wear the same
uniforms and insignia of rank, provided that unifigrof the members of each Division
shall bear a distinctive shoulder flash, indicatihg Division to which he belongs.

10 : 1 There shall be one uniformed police forceanh Province, comprising of the
members of the Provincial Division and the officeegonded thereto. Members of the
National Division shall ordinarily be in plain cles provided that they may wear
uniforms when performing any duties in respechefiinaintenance or restoration of
public order as set out in paragraph 12 : 2, 12n®12 : 4. Provided also that the I.G.P.
and such other Officers as may be specified sidiharily be attired in uniforms.

11. All Police Officers serving in units of the Natal Division and Provincial Divisions
in any Province shall function under the directéond control of the D.1.G. of such
Province.

11:1 The D.I.G. of the Province shall be respalesio and under the control of the
Chief Minister thereof in respect of the mainterentpublic order in the Province and
the exercise of police powers in the Province &sgkin this Schedule.

11 : 2 The provisions of paragraph 11 : 1 abovesabgect to the qualifications that —

(a) upon the declaration of an emergency in theiRce, the President may assume such
powers and responsibilities of the Chief Ministedahe Provincial Administration in
respect of public order within the Province as leyniby regulation, provide ; and

(b) where the President is of the opinion thatstbeurity of or public order in a Province
is threatened by grave internal disturbance, he mlyout the declaration of an
emergency, but in consultation with the Chief Miersof such Province, and subject to
the provisions of the Public Security Ordinancepbyer, deploy in aid of the civil
power, any unit of the National Division, in theoRince for the purpose of restoring
public order :



Provided that every such order shall cease to b&rae, as soon as the President is
satisfied that public order has been restored dhermxpiry of thirty days from the date
of the order, whichever is earlier.

12 : 1 The Provincial Division shall be responsilolethe preservation of public order
within the Province and the prevention, detectiod avestigation of all offences (except
the offences specified in the Schedule) and subpettte powers of the Attorney-General
in terms of the Code of Criminal Procedure Act, itistitution of prosecutions in the
relevant Courts in respect of such offences.

The National Division of the Sri Lanka Police Fost®ll be responsible for the
prevention, detection and investigation of all offes specified in the Schedule and
subject to the powers of the Attorney-General imgeof the Code of Criminal Procedure
Act, for the institution of prosecutions in theaehnt Courts in respect of such offences.

12 : 2 Where the Chief Minister seeks the assistafthe National Division to preserve
public order within a Province, the 1.G.P. shalplbg such personnel of the National
Division as are necessary for the purpose, anclteam under the control of the D.I1.G.
of the Province.

12 : 3 Where a State of Emergency is declaredarPtiovince, the I.G.P. may deploy
such units of the National Division as he deemsgary in any Province for the
restoration and maintenance of public order wiguoh Province.

12 : 4 Any offence which may ordinarily be investigd by a Provincial Division may be
investigated by the C.1.D. or any other unit of Negtional Division —

(a) where the Chief Minister requests, that suekstigation be undertaken by the C.I.D.
or any other unit of the National Division ; and

(b) where the I.G.P. is of opinion that an inveatign of such offence by the C.I.D. or
any other unit of the National Division is necegsar the public interest, and directs,
after consultation with the Chief Minister, and #ygproval of the Attorney-General, that
such offence be investigated by the C.1.D. or agounit of the National Division.

13. The National Division shall perform all the @ions vested in a Provincial Division,
in any Province, for a period of one year or uati®rovincial Division is established in
such Province, whichever is earlier.

14. All gazetted officers of the National Divisiand Provincial Division shall be
required to attain the prescribed standard in $anéwad Tamil. All Officers of the rank of
A.S.P. and above shall also be required to attedrptescribed standard of English.

Every recruit to the Sri Lanka Police Force shalléproficiency in his mother tongue.
For the first promotion he shall acquire proficigme a language other than his mother



tongue. For the next promotion he shall acquira@\tedge of the third language. The
three languages recognized for this purpose afg&inTamil and English.

SCHEDULE

List of Offences to be investigated by the Natidnalice

1. Offences against the State.

2. Offences relating to the Navy, Army and Air Farc

3. Offences relating to the Elections.

4. Offences relating to Coins, Currency and Goveminstamps.

5. Any Offence committed against the President.

6. Any Offence committed against a Public Offi@edudicial Officer, or the Speaker, or
the Prime Minister or a Minister, or a Member of thudicial Service Commission, or a
Member of the Public Service Commission or a Depdityister or a Member of
Parliament or the Secretary General of ParliameatiMember of the President's Staff or
a Member of the Staff of the Secretary Generalasfi#ment.

7. Any Offence relating to property belonging te ®tate or a State Corporation or
Company or Establishment, the whole or part ofcdg@tal whereof has been provided by
the State.

8. Any Offence prejudicial to National Securitytbe maintenance of Essential Services.

9. Any Offence under any law relating to any maittethe Reserve List other than such
offences as the President may, by order publishéde Gazette, exclude.

10. Any Offence in respect of which Courts in mtiven one Province have jurisdiction.
11. International Crimes.

APPENDIX Il

Land and Land Settlement

State land shall continue to vest in the Repubritt may be disposed of in accordance
with Article 33 (d) and written law governing thisatter.

Subject as aforesaid, land shall be a ProvincialnCib Subject, subject to the following
special provisions : -



1. State land -

1: 1 State Land required for the purposes of theeBment in a Province, in respect of
a reserved or concurrent subject may be utilisethbyGovernment in, accordance with
the laws governing the matter. The Government stoalsult the relevant Provincial
Council with regard to the utilisation of such landespect of such subject.

1 : 2 Government shall make available to every Pmal Council State land within the
Province required by such Council for a Provin€alncil subject. The Provincial
Council shall administer, control and utilise si&tate land, in accordance with the laws
and statutes governing the matter.

1 : 3 Alienation or disposition of the State lanthm a Province to any citizen or to any
Organisation shall be by the President, on thecadvi the relevant Provincial Council,
in accordance with the laws governing the matter.

2. Inter-Provincial Irrigation and Land Developmé&mbjects.
2 : 1 Such projects would comprise irrigation asad development schemes-

(a) within the Province initiated by the State avidch utilize water from rivers flowing
through more than one Province; a Provincial Cdurmmivever, may also initiate
irrigation and land development schemes withifPitsvince utilizing water from such
rivers ;

(b) within the Province which utilize water throudiversions from water systems from
outside the Province ; and

(c) all schemes where the command area falls witiinor more Provinces such as the
Mahaweli Development Project.

2 : 2 These projects will be the responsibilitytled Government of Sri Lanka.

2 : 3 The principals and criteria regarding the iz holdings of agricultural and
homestead lands arising out of these projectsheilfletermined by the Government of
Sri Lanka in consultation with the Provincial Cousi.c

2 : 4 The selection of allotees for such lands glldetermined by the Government of Sri
Lanka having regard to settler selection criten@uding degree of landlessness, income
level, size of family and agricultural backgrourfdtee applicants. The actual application
of these principles, selection of allottees anepthcidental matters connected thereto
will be within the powers of the Provincial Courscil

2 : 5 The distribution of all allotments of suclhdgin such projects will be on the basis of
national ethnic ratio. In the distribution of alleénts according to such ratios, priority



will be given to persons who are displaced by ttogagt, landless of the District in
which the project is situated and thereafter theless of the Province.

2 : 6 Where the members of any community do nodremunable to take their
entitlements of allotments from any such projduytwould be entitled to receive an
equivalent number of allotments in another IntesMircial Irrigation or Land
Development Scheme. This unused quota should leedtiwithin a given time-frame.

2 . 7 The distribution of allotments in such prageon the basis of the aforesaid
principles would be done as far as possible smatordisturb very significantly the
demographic pattern of the Province and in accarelarth the principle of ensuring
community cohesiveness in human settlements.

2 : 8 The administration and management of sucjegiowill be done by the
Government of Sri Lanka.

3. National Land Commission.

3 : 1 The Government of Sri Lanka shall establidational Land Commission which
would be responsible for the formulation of natigpalicy with regard to the use of State
land. This Commission will include representatieésll Provincial Councils in the
Island.

3 : 2 The National Land Commission will have a Trechl Secretariat representing all
the relevant disciplines required to evaluate tmgsjcal as well as the socio-economic
factors that are relevant to natural resources gemnant.

3 : 3 National policy on land use will be based@&chnical aspects (not on political or
communal aspects), and the Commission will lay dgemeral norms in regard to the
use of land, having regard to soil, climate, rdin&oil erosion, forest cover,
environmental factors, economic viability, &c.

3 : 4 In the exercise of the powers devolved omtltbe powers shall be exercised by the

Provincial Councils having due regard to the natlgolicy formulated by the National
Land Commission.

APPENDIX 1l
Education
1. Provision of facilities for all State Schoolfiet than specified schools (Specified

Schools will be National Schools, Special SchootsService Personnel and schools for
specified development schemes).



2. Supervision of the management of -
(a) all pre-schools ; and
(b) all State schools other than specified schimalsated above.

(in order to ensure standards the Ministry of Ediocawill retain the right to inspect and
supervise the management of schools).

3. The transfer and disciplinary control of all edtional personnel, i.e. Teachers,
Principals and Education Officers. Officers belarggio a National Service but serving
the Provincial authority on secondment will have tight of appeal to the Public Service
Commission. Officers belonging to the ProvinciabRuService will have a right to
appeal to the Public Service Commission againstidsal.

4. Recruitment into the Teaching Service of thogh diplomas and degrees, from
Colleges of Education and Universities, recognaeteaching qualifications.

5. Until adequate numbers of these categories\vaiéhle recruitment into the Teaching
Service will be on the results of recruitment exaations conducted by the Public
Service Commission. On the results of these exammainterviews and selection will
be conducted together with the Provincial Authesti

6. Appointment of Principals of all schools othlean those in 1A, B, C categories.
(Criteria will be laid down by the Minister of Edafon).

7. Appointment of Principals of 1A, B, C schooldlWwe by the Secretary to the Ministry
of the Minister in charge of the subject of Edugator the Public Service Commission.

8. Training of teachers and other educational pgrsowill come within the purview of
the National Institute of Education. Provincial Aatities will indicate their needs to the
National Institute of Education.

9. Appointment of Provincial Boards of Educationievhwill have the advisory
functions, will be the responsibility of the Mingstof Education. However, this will be
done with the concurrence of the Chief Ministetha Provincial Authority.

10. Provincial Authorities will establish School &ds conforming to the specifications
laid down by the Ministry of Education.

11. Provincial Authorities will supervise the wangi of School Boards.

12. Preparation of plans (educational developmiamt @and annual implementation plan)
will be the responsibility of the Provincial Authity:

13. Implementation of the Annual Education DeveleptrPlan.



14. Appraisal of the performance of Principals, dreas and Education Officers.

15. Conducting of in-service training programmaeswbich prior approval of the
National Institute of Education has been obtained.

16. Conducting of local examinations approved ley@ommissioner-General of
Examinations.

17. Implementation of non-formal education prograasm
18. Registration and supervision of pre-schools.

19. Obtaining the approval of the National Insétof Education for local variations in
the primary curriculum and selected subjects inst@ndary curriculum.

20. Construction and maintenance of educationadliogjs, libraries and playgrounds.

21. Procuring and distribution of teaching aidsuail aids and audio visual materials,
furniture and other equipment.

22. Procuring and distribution of science equipnwher than certain specified items
indicated by the Ministry.

23. Production and distribution of school textboaker approval by the Ministry.

24. Organization and development of school libeneaccordance with guidelines given
by the National Library Services Board.

(Above based on the recommendations of Committéehle Political Parties
Conference)

LIST I
(Reserved List)
National Policy on all Subjects and Functions.

Defence and National Security : Internal Securiyland order and prevention and
detection of crime except to the extent specifredam 1 of List I.

This would include -



(a) Defence of Sri Lanka and every part therediiog preparation for defence and all
such acts as may be conducive in times of wastpridssecution and after its termination,
to effective demobilisation ;

(b) Naval, military and air forces; any other arnfetes of the Government of Sri Lanka

(c) Deployment of any armed force of the Governnuoér@ri Lanka or any other force
subject to the control of the Government of Srikaor any contingent or unit thereof in
any Province in aid of the civil power ; powergijgdiction, privileges and liabilities of
the members of such forces while on such deployment

(d) Delimitation of cantonment areas, local selisgmment in such areas, the
constitution and powers within such areas of camemt authorities and the regulation of
house accommodation (including the control of reimsuch areas ;

(e) Naval, military and air force works ;

(H Arms, firearms, ammunition and explosives ;

(g) Atomic energy and mineral resources necessarnysf production ;

(h) Industries declared by Parliament by law tobeessary for the purpose of defence or
for the prosecution of war ;

(i) Criminal Investigation Department ;

() Preventive detention for reasons connected efence, Foreign Affairs, or the
security of Sri Lanka, persons subjected to sut¢éntien ; and

(k) Extension of the powers and jurisdiction of nies of a police force belonging to
any Province to any area outside that Provincenbuso as to enable the police of one
Province to exercise powers and jurisdiction in arga outside that Province without the
consent of the Provincial Council in which suchaaiesituated ; extension of the powers
and jurisdiction of members of a police force begjiog to any Province to railway areas
outside that Province.

Foreign Affairs
This would include -

(a) Foreign Affairs ; all matters which bring thev@rnment of Sri Lanka into relation
with any foreign country ;

(b) Diplomatic, consular and trade representation ;



(c) United Nations Organization ;

(d) Participation in international conferencespasations and other bodies and
implementing of decisions made thereat ;

(e) Entering into treaties and agreements withiforeountries and implementing
treaties, agreements and conventions with foreogmties ;

() War and peace ; and

(g) Foreign jurisdiction.

Posts and Telecommunications ; Broadcasting ; Teleston
This would include -

(a) Posts and telegraphs ; telephones ; wirelesadbasting and other like forms of
communications ; and

(b) Sanctioning of cinematograph films for exhiiti

Justice in so far as it relates to the judiciary ad the courts structure

This would include -

(a) Constitution, organization, jurisdiction andaymss of the Supreme Court (including
contempt of such Court), and the fees taken thgpeirsons entitled to practise before the

Supreme Court, Court of Appeal and other Courts ;

(b) Constitution, Organisation, jurisdiction andysos of the Court of Appeal, and the
fees taken therein ; and

(c) Jurisdiction and powers of all courts, excégt Supreme Court and the Court of
Appeal.

Finance in relation to national revenue, monetary plicy and external resources ;
customs

This would include -
(a) Public debt of the Government of Sri Lanka ;

(b) Currency, coinage and legal tender ; foreigrhaxge ;



(c) Foreign loans ;

(d) Central Bank ;

(e) National Savings Bank ;

(f) Lotteries organised by the Government of Smkaor a Provincial Council ;
(g) Banking ;

(h) Bills of exchange, cheques, promissory notesaher like instruments;

() Insurance ;

() Stock exchanges and futures markets ;

(k) Audit of the accounts of the Government of lSanka and of the Provinces ;
(I) Taxes on income, capital and wealth of indidti) companies and corporations ;
(m) Customs duties, including import and exporieljtand excise duties;

(n) Turnover taxes and stamp duties, except textent specified in List | ;

(o) any other tax or fee not specified in List I.

Foreign Trade ; Inter-Province Trade and Commerce

This would include-

(a) Trade and commerce with foreign countries ;arhpnd export across customs
frontiers ; definition of customs frontiers ; and

(b) Inter-province trade and commerce.

Ports and Harbours

This would include -

(a) Ports declared by or under law made by Paridmeexisting law to be major ports
including their delimitation, and the constitutiand powers of port authorities therein ;

and

(b) Port quarantine, including hospitals connetkedlewith ; seamen's and marine
hospitals.



Aviation and Airports

This would include-

Airways ; aircraft and air navigation ; provisiohaerodromes ; regulation and
Organisation of air traffic and of aerodromes ;ysmn for aeronautical education and
training and regulation of such education and ingiiprovided by Provinces and other
agencies.

National Transport

This would include-

(a) Railways ;

(b) Highways declared by or under law made by Baméint to be national highways; and

(c) Carriage of passengers and goods by railway, lsea or air, or by national
waterways in mechanically propelled vessels.

Rivers and Waterways ; Shipping and Navigation ritilae zones including Historical
Waters, Territorial Waters, Exclusive Economic zand Continental Shelf and Internal
Waters ; State Lands and Foreshore, Except toxtenEspecified. in Item 18 of List I.

This would include —

(a) Piracies and crimes committed on the high eeasthe air ; offences against the law
of nations committed on land or the high seas éhénair ;

(b) Shipping and navigation on inland waterwayglaled by Parliament by law to be
national waterways, as regards mechanically pregelessels ; the rule of the road on
such waterways ;

(c) Maritime shipping and navigation, includingghing and navigation on tidal waters ;
provision of education and training for the merdannharine and regulation of such
education and training provided by Provinces amemoagencies ;

(d) Lighthouses, including lightships, beacons atitr provision for the safety of
shipping and aircratft ;

(e) Regulation and development of inter provingens ; and river valleys to the extent to
which such regulation and development under thérabof the Government of Sri
Lanka is declared by Parliament by law to be exgr&dn the public interest ;



(f) Fishing and fisheries beyond territorial wateesd

(9) Property of the Government of Sri Lanka andrtheenue therefrom, but as regards
property situated in a province, subject to statat@de by the Province save in so far as
Parliament by law otherwise provides.

Minerals and Mines

This would include-

(a) Regulation and development of oilfields and enah oil resources ; petroleum and
petroleum products ; other liquids and substaneetaced by Parliament by law to be
dangerously inflammable ; and

(b) Regulation of mines and mineral developmernh&extent to which such regulation
and development under the control of the GovernragSti Lanka is declared by
Parliament by law to be expedient in the publieiest.

Immigration and Emigration and Citizenship

This would include-

(a) Citizenship, naturalization and aliens ;

(b) Extradition ; and

(c) Admission into, and emigration and expulsiamnir Sri Lanka passports and visas.

Elections Including Presidential, Parliamentary, Piovincial Councils and Local
Authorities

This would include-

Elections to Parliament, Provincial Councils, LoAathorities and to the Office of
President ; the Department of Elections.

Census and Statistics

This would include-

(a) Census ; and

(b) Inquiries, surveys and statistics for the psgmoof any of the matters in this List.

Professional Occupations and Training



This would include-

(a) Institutions, such as Universities, declaredPbyliament by law to be institutions of
national importance ;

(b) Institutions for scientific or technical eduicex by the Government of Sri Lanka
wholly or in part and declared by Parliament by tavibe institutions of national
importance ;

(c) Provincial agencies and institutions for -

() professional, vocational or technical trainiimg;luding the training of police officers ;
or

(ii) the promotion of special studies or reseanh;
(iii) scientific or technical assistance in thedéstigation or detection of crime ; and

(d) Co-ordination and determination of standards&titutions for higher education or
research and scientific and technical institutions.

National Archives ; Archaeological Activities andes and Antiquities declared by or
under any law made by Parliament to be of Natitmalortance

This would include-

Ancient and historical monuments and records, aclls@&ological sites and remains
declared by or under law made by Parliament toflmatonal importance.

All Subjects and Functions not Specified in ListrIList Ill including —
(a) Pilgrimages to places outside Sri Lanka ;

(b) Incorporation, regulation and winding up ofdirag corporations, including banking,
insurance and financial corporations but not inclgdo-operative societies ;

(c) Incorporation, regulation and winding up of porations, whether trading or not, with
objects not confined to one province, but not ideig universities ;

(d) Patents, inventions and designs ; copyrigatigmarks and merchandise marks ;
(e) Establishment of standards of weight and measur

(f) Establishment of standards of quality for gotal®e exported out of Sri Lanka or
transported from one province to another ;



(9) Industries, the control of which by the Goveemnof Sri Lanka is declared by
Parliament by law to be expedient in the publierest ;

(h) Regulation of labour and safety in mines ;

(i) Manufacture, supply and distribution of saltdnyencies of the Government of Sri
Lanka ; regulation and control of manufacture, $yppd distribution of salt by other
agencies ;

(j) Cultivation, manufacture, and sale for expoftopium ;

(k) Industrial disputes concerning employees of@ogernment of Sri Lanka ;

() Institutions such as Museums and War Memofiiainced by the Government of Sri
Lanka wholly or in part and declared by Parliam@ntaw to be institutions of national

importance ;

(m) The Survey of Sri Lanka, the Geological, Botahi Zoological and Anthropological
Surveys of Sri Lanka ; Meteorological organizations

(n) National Public Services ; National Public Seev\Commission ;

(o) Pensions, that is to say, pensions payablédéybvernment of Sri Lanka or out of
the Consolidated Fund ;

(p) Salaries and allowances of Members of Parligneemd the Speaker and Deputy
Speaker of Parliament ;

(q) Powers, privileges and immunities of Parliamemd of the members and the
Committees of Parliament ; enforcement of attendaripersons for giving evidence or
producing documents before Committees of Parliamne@ommissions appointed by
Parliament ;

(r) Emoluments, allowances, privileges, and rightespect of leave of absence, of the
President and Governors ; salaries and allowarfaie dMinisters of the Government of
Sri Lanka ; the salaries, allowances and rightespect of leave of absence and other
conditions of service of the Auditor-General ;

(s) Inter-Province migration ; inter-province qudiae ;

(t) Offences against laws with respect to any efrtiatters in this List; and

(u) Fees in respect of any of the matters in tig$, but not including fees taken in any
Court.

LIST 1l



(Concurrent List)

1. Planning -

1 : 1 Formulation and appraisal of plan implemeatastrategies at the provincial level ;
1: 2 Progress control ;

1 : 3 Monitoring progress of public and privatetseinvestment programmes ;

1 : 4 The evaluation of the performance of institog and enterprises engaged in
economic activities ;

1 : 5 The presentation of relevant data in theeaament of plan targets ;

1 : 6 The dissemination of information concernicgiavement of plan targets ;
1 : 7 Publicity of implementation programmes ;

1 : 8 Manpower planning and employment Data Bank ;

1 : 9 Nutritional planning and programmes.

2. and 3. Education and Educational Services. c&iilin, except to the extent specified
in items 3 and 4 of List I.

4. Higher Education -

4 : 1 The establishment and maintenance of newedusiiies.

4 : 2 The establishment of degree awarding ingtitgtunder the Universities
(Amendment) Act, No. 7 of 1985, and other instaas for tertiary, technical and post-
school education and training.

5. National Housing and Construction. -The promobdintegrated planning and
implementation of economic, social and physicaletigyment of urban development
areas.

6. Acquisition and requisitioning of Property.

7. Social Services and Rehabilitation-

7 : 1 Relief, rehabilitation and resettlement afpdiaced persons ;

7 : 2 Relief of distress due to floods, droughgsdemics or other exceptional causes and
rehabilitation and resettlement of those affected ;



7 : 3 Restoration, reconstruction and rehabilitabbtowns, villages, public institutions
and properties, industries, business places, ptafogership and other properties
destroyed or damaged, grant of compensation @ftelipersons of institutions who have
sustained loss or damage and the reorganizatioivibfife.

8. Agricultural and Agrarian Services —

8 : 1 Establishment and promotion of agro-linkediistries, the establishment and
maintenance of farms and supervision of privatsenes ;

8 : 2 Soil conservation ;

8 : 3 Plant pests.

9. Health -

9 : 1 Schools for training of Auxiliary Medical Bennel ;

9 : 2 The supervision of private medical care, ggrdf nursing homes and of diagnostic
facilities within a Province ;

9 : 3 Population control and family planning ;

9 : 4 Constitution of Provincial Medical Boards.

10. Registration of births, marriages and deaths.

11. Renaming of Towns and Villages.

12. Private lotteries within the Province.

13. Festivals and Exhibitions.

14. Rationing of food and maintenance of food ssock
15. Co-operatives, - Co-operative Banks.

16. Surveys - For the purpose of any of the ma#rtsnerated in the Provincial or
Concurrent List.

17. Irrigation -

17 : 1 Water storage and management, drainagerabdnkments, flood protection,
planning of water resources ;



17 : 2 Services provided for inter-provincial lagyad irrigation schemes, such as those
relating to rural development, health, educati@tational training, co-operatives and
other facilities.

18. Social Forestry and protection of wild animethsl birds.

19. Fisheries. - Other than fishing beyond ternatoraters.

20. Animal Husbandry -

20 : 1 Production, processing, distribution ane sdllivestock and livestock products ;

20 : 2 Veterinary training services and researutiusive of the provision of science
laboratories and science equipment ;

20 : 3 Animal breeding, care and health,

20 : 4 The establishment of pastures.

21. Employment -

21 : 1 Employment planning at Provincial level ;

21 : 2 Special Employment programmes relating éoRfovince ;

21 : 3 Promotion of youth employment activitiesatilg to the Province ;

21 : 4 Technical Manpower Development Programmeslation to the Province.

22. Tourism. - Development and control of the Tsuimdustry in the Province.

23. Trade and commerce in, and the production, g distribution of —

(a) the products of any industry where the cormdfauch industry by the Government is
declared by Parliament by law to be expedient énpthiblic interest, and imported goods
of the same kind as such products ; and

(b) foodstuffs and cattle fodder.

24. Newspapers, books and periodicals and primiregses.

25. Offences against statutes with respect to aatyens specified in this List.

26. Fees in respect of any of the matters in the§ bxcluding fees taken in any Court.



27. Charities and charitable institutions, chatéand religious endowments and
religious institutions.

28. Price control.

29. Inquiries and statistics for the purpose of afithe matters in this List or in the
Provincial Council List.

30. Adulteration of foodstuffs and other goods.
31. Drugs and Poisons.

32. Extension of electrification within the Provénand the promotion and regulation of
the use of electricity within the Province.

33. Protection of the environment.

34. Archaeological sites and remains, other thasdldeclared by or under any law made
by Parliament to be of national importance.

35. Prevention of the extension from one Provimcanother of infectious or contagious
diseases or pests affecting human beings, animalsuats.

36. Pilgrimages.

[1] Added by the Thirteenth Amendment to the ConstituSec. 7.



