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67/104. Promotion of interreligious and intercultural dialogue,
under standing and cooper ation for peace

The General Assemhly

Reaffirmingthe purposes and principles enshrined in the @hart the United
Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human Rsghin particular the right to
freedom of thought, conscience and religion,

Recalling its resolution 66/226 of 23 December 2011 on tmenmtion of
interreligious and intercultural dialogue, understang and cooperation for peace
and its other related resolutions,

Recalling alsoits resolution 64/14 of 10 November 2009, on thiéiace of
Civilizations, in which it welcomed efforts to prarte greater understanding and
respect among people from different civilizationsjtures and religions,

Bearing in mindthe valuable contribution that interreligious aiméercultural
dialogue can make to an improved awareness andrstasheling of the common
values shared by all humankind,

Noting that interreligious and intercultural dialogue heasade significant
contributions to mutual understanding, tolerancel aespect, as well as to the
promotion of a culture of peace and an improvemehbverall relations among
people from different cultural and religious bacgnds and among nations,

Recognizingthat cultural diversity and the pursuit of cultudevelopment by
all peoples and nations are sources of mutual bmént for the cultural life of
humankind,

Bearing in mindthat tolerance of cultural, ethnic, religious ahidguistic
diversities contributes towards peace, mutual ust@deding and friendship among
people of different cultures and nations and thetse diversities should be made
part of intercultural and interreligious dialoguiogts, as appropriate,
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Emphasizinghe importance of culture for development andciasitribution to
the achievement of the Millennium Development Goasd in this regard noting
the close links between cultural diversity, dialegand development,

Noting the various initiatives at the local, nationalgi@nal and international
levels for enhancing dialogue, understanding andpeoation among religions,
cultures and civilizations, which are mutually rigircing and interrelated,

Welcomingthe inauguration of the King Abdullah Bin AbdulaZinternational
Centre for Interreligious and Intercultural Dialagun Vienna, initiated by King
Abdullah of Saudi Arabia, established on the badighe purposes and principles
enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human lRgg and acknowledging the
important role that the Centre is expected to @aya platform for the enhancement
of interreligious and intercultural dialogue,

Acknowledgingthe tenth anniversary of the 2001 Universal Deaian on
Cultural Diversity? and welcoming the commemoration of the Internaiovear for
the Rapprochement of Cultures in 2010 and the dadonfily the General Conference
of the United Nations Educational, Scientific andlf@ral Organization at its thirty-
sixth session of resolution 40, entitled “Proclaimatof an international decade for
the rapprochement of cultures (2013-202%)",

Encouraging activities aimed at promoting interreligious andteircultural
dialogue in order to enhance peace and social Igtabiespect for diversity and
mutual respect in diverse communities and to creatéhe global level, and also at
the regional, national and local levels, an envinemt conducive to peace and
mutual understanding,

Recognizingthe contributions of the media and of new inforibat and
communications technology to changing peoples’ pptions of different cultures
and religions, including through the promotion ééldgue,

Reaffirming the importance of sustaining the process of engagall
stakeholders, including young men and women asvagleactors, in interreligious
and intercultural dialogue within the appropriatétiatives at various levels which
aims to challenge preconceived ideas and improveualwnderstanding,

Recognizinghe commitment of all religions to peace and tleead for voices
of moderation from all religions and beliefs to Wwotogether in order to build a
more secure and peaceful world,

1. Reaffirmsthat mutual understanding and interreligious amtkricultural
dialogue constitute important dimensions of thelalae among civilizations and of
the culture of peace;

2. Takes noteof the report of the Secretary-General on inteioal and
interreligious dialogué;

3. Notesthe continuing work of the United Nations EducattnScientific
and Cultural Organization on intercultural and médigious dialogue and its efforts

2 United Nations Educational, Scientific and CultuBaganization,Records of the General Conference,
Thirty-first Session, Paris, 15 October—3 Novemp@®1, vol. 1 and corrigendunResolutions chap. V,
resolution 25, annex I.

% United Nations Educational, Scientific and CultuGxganization,Records of the General Conference,
Thirty-sixth Session, Paris, 25 October—10 Noven284r, vol. 1 and corrigend&esolutionschap. V.
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to promote dialogue among civilizations, culturesl geoples, as well as activities
related to a culture of peace, and welcomes ini@ddr the adoption of its new
programme of action for a culture of peace and wimbence and its focus on
concrete actions at the global, regional and subreg levels;

4. Takes noteof the positive outcomes of the International Ydar the
Rapprochement of Cultures in 2010, which contributewards an environment
conducive to harmonious coexistence and congenigraction within and among
diversified societies;

5.  Proclaims the period 2013-2022 the International Decade fbe
Rapprochement of Cultures, calls upon Member Staiadilize this opportunity to
enhance their activities relating to interreligiousnd intercultural dialogue,
promoting tolerance and mutual understanding, amdités the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizatiom this context to be the lead
agency in the United Nations system;

6. Reaffirmsthe solemn commitment of all States to fulfil thebligations
to promote universal respect for and observancemptection of all human rights
and fundamental freedoms for all in accordance with Charter of the United
Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Ridhaad other instruments relating
to human rights and international law, the univéreature of these rights and
freedoms being beyond question;

7. Welcomesthe outcome of the Seventh Asia-Europe Meetingriaith
Dialogue, on harnessing the benefits and addresHirgchallenges of migration
through interfaith and intercultural dialogue, hdld the Philippines on 13 and
14 October 2011,

8. Underlinesthe importance of moderation as a value withinistes for
countering extremism in all its aspects and fotHar contributing to the promotion
of interreligious and intercultural dialogue, tddece, understanding and
cooperation;

9. Welcomeghe efforts by the media to promote interreligi@ns intercultural
dialogue, encourages the further promotion of djal among the media from all
cultures and civilizations, emphasizes that eveeydras the right to freedom of
expression, and reaffirms that the exercise of thght carries with it special duties
and responsibilities and may therefore be subjectedrtain restrictions, but that
these shall be only such as are provided by law aecessary for respect of the
rights or reputations of others, protection of natl security or of public order, or
of public health or morals;

10. Also welcomesthe efforts to use information and communications
technology, including the Internet, to promote médigious and intercultural
dialogue, and in this regard acknowledges with apfation the establishment by
the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries of the Intdth Dialogue e-Portal
pursuant to commitments made during the Special -Nbgned Movement
Ministerial Meeting on Interfaith Dialogue and Caption for Peace and
Development, held in Manila from 16 to 18 March RQ0&nd encourages relevant
stakeholders to utilize the opportunity to disseatén their best practices and
experiences on interreligious and intercultural lagme by contributing to the
Interfaith Dialogue e-Portal;

11. Encourages Member States to consider, as and where appr@priat
initiatives that identify areas for practical aatiin all sectors and levels of society
for the promotion of interreligious and interculalr dialogue, tolerance,
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understanding and cooperation, inter alia, the sdeaggested during the High-level
Dialogue on Interreligious and Intercultural Undersding and Cooperation for
Peace, held in New York on 4 and 5 October 200%¢luiing the idea of an
enhanced process of dialogue among world religions;

12. Recognizeghe importance of interreligious dialogue and #aluable
contribution to promoting social cohesion, peace @evelopment, and calls upon
Member States to consider, as appropriate and whppéicable, interreligious and
intercultural dialogue as an important tool in effoaimed at achieving peace and
social stability and the full realization of the Minnium Development Goals;

13. Also recognizeshe efforts by relevant stakeholders to fostergedal and
harmonious coexistence within societies by promptiespect for religious and
cultural diversity, including by engendering sustd and robust interaction among
various segments of society;

14. Acknowledgegshe active engagement of the United Nations systéth
faith-based organizations in the promotion of inééigious and intercultural
dialogue and in bringing together people of differdaiths to discuss common
issues and objectives;

15. Also acknowledgesthe important role of civil society, including
academia, in fostering interreligious and interaudd dialogue, and encourages
support for practical measures that mobilize cigibciety, including building
capacities, opportunities and frameworks for coatien;

16. InvitesMember States to further promote reconciliatiorh&dp to ensure
durable peace and sustained development, includihgugh reconciliatory
measures and acts of service and by encouragingivEmess and compassion
among individuals;

17. Recognizeshat the Office for Economic and Social Councilpport and
Coordination in the Department of Economic and &béiffairs of the Secretariat
plays a valuable role as focal point within the ®¢ariat on the issue, and
encourages it to continue to interact and coordingith the relevant entities of the
United Nations system and coordinate their contiiru to the intergovernmental
process aimed at promoting intercultural and irekgious dialogue;

18. Requestdhe Secretary-General to report to the GenerakAddy at its
sixty-eighth session on the implementation of thesgnt resolution.

58th plenary meeting
17 December 2012
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