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‘hEEREER S INE IR S (PLA Military Exercises in
Recent Years), China.com, 27 September 2005,
http://www.china.org.cn/chinese/junshi/982008.htm.

‘China tries to gag climbers who saw Tibet killings’, The
Independent, 11 October 2006, http://news.independent.
co.uk/world/asia/article1834347.ece.

H.E. Mme Huang Qingyi, head of the Chinese delegation at
the 5th and 6th periodic reports to CEDAW in 2006:
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/cedaw36/
intro_statement_china.pdf.

A recent government report shows that the economic loss
caused by pollution reaches 511.8 billion yuan, accounting
for 3.05 per cent of national GDP in 2004. See, ‘Green GDP
Accounting Study Report 2004 issued’, China Government
Official Web Portal, 11 September 2006,
http://english.gov.cn/2006-09/11/content_384596.htm.

Zhu, Y., and Blachford, D., ‘Ethnic minority issues in China’s
foreign policy: perspectives and implications’, The Pacific
Review, vol. 18, no. 2, June 2005, p. 245.

See Gladney, D,, ‘China’s indigenous peoples and the politics
of internal colonialism: the case of the Uyghur Muslim minor-
ity’, Harvard Asia Pacific Review, vol. 3, no. 1, pp. 11-16; and
Bovingdon, G., Autonomy in Xinjiang: Han Nationalist Impera-
tives and Uighur Discontent, Policy Studies 11, East West
Center Washington, 2004.

Stewart, F., et al , Social Exclusion and Conflict: Analysis and
Policy Implications, Centre for Research on Inequality,
Human Security and Ethnicity (CRISE), January 2005
(updated April 2006).

Two senior officials of the People’s Armed Police (PAP)
recently reiterated that it is a legitimate use of force to use
the army in quelling peaceful demonstrations if they per-
ceived "stability" to be at risk. Wu, Shuangzhan, and Sui,
Mingtai, ‘8% /132 1% BUA A A BUE Z Jfi SRR Z i (Establishing
a Politically Reliable, Authoritative and Civilized Army),
Qiushi Magazine, 1 January 2006, http://www.gsjournal.
com.cn/qs/20060101/GB/qs%5E422%5E0%5E5.htm

See Banda, F, and Chinkin, C., Gender, Minorities and
Indigenous Peoples, London, MRG, 2004.

The Ministry of Public Security announced that there were
74,000 ‘mass incidents’ in 2004, and the number of ‘public
order disturbances’ in 2005 was 87,000. See also Human
Rights in China (HRIC), ‘Trends bulletin: China responds to
increasing social unrest with greater repression’, January
2006. ‘Mass incidence’ is a euphemism used by officials for
protests, riots and petitions that result in ‘serious conse-
quences’.

In 1977, the UN Special Rapporteur Capotorti defined a minor-
ity as the following: ‘A group, numerically inferior to the rest of
the population of a State, in a non-dominant position, whose
members — being nationals of the State — possess ethnic, reli-
gious or linguistic characteristics differing from those of the
rest of the population and show, if only implicitly, a sense of
solidarity, directed towards preserving their culture, traditions,
religion or language.” UN Special Rapporteur Francesco Capo-
torti, Study on the Rights of Persons belonging to Ethnic,
Religious and Linguistic Minorities, UN Doc.E/CN.4/Sub.2/384/
Add.1-7 (1977). There are also examples in other states of
culturally specific majority populations being non-dominant
and persecuted, and these can also qualify as a minority due
to their non-dominant and persecuted position, for example,
the black population of South Africa under apartheid.
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However, Han Chinese, the largest ethnic group, comprise
over 90 per cent of the population. State Ethnic Affairs
Commission (SEAC), 2000 F A OJZ & - HEREAOZEHF
(Tabulation on Nationalities of 2000 Population Census of
China), The Ethnic Publishing House, Beijing, 2003.
Gladney, D., ‘Representing nationality in China: refiguring
majority/minority identities’, The Journal of Asian Studies,
vol. 53, no. 1, 1994, p. 93.

In the 1950s, the CPC classified groups living in the PRC,
by sending research teams to the border regions. In the
1953 census, only 41 out of 400 groups that applied were
recognized officially as ethnic minorities. Consequently,
there are significant distinctions within groups that were
classified together despite having distinct cultural identi-
ties. In the 2000 PRC census, there were 56 groups,
including the Han, who were classified as ethnic groups.
This report also benefited from HRIC's ongoing collabora-
tion with: International Campaign for Tibet, International
Uyghur Human Rights and Democracy Foundation, Stu-
dents for a Free Tibet, Southern Mongolian Human Rights
Information Center, Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and
Democracy, Tibetan Women's Association, Uyghur Ameri-
can Association, and the Uyghur Human Rights Project.
UNESCO, International Meeting of Experts on Further Study
of the Concept of the Rights of Peoples: Final Report and
Recommendations, UNESCO doc. SHS-89/CONF.602/7, pp.
7-8, described ‘people’ as ‘a group of individual human
beings who enjoy some or all of the following common fea-
tures: (a) a common historical tradition; (b) racial or ethnic
identity; (c) cultural homogeneity (d) linguistic unity; (e)
religious or ideological affinity; (f) territorial connection; (g)
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