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67/82. Addressing the socioeconomic needs of individuals,
families and societies affected by autism spectrum
disorders, developmental disordersand associated
disabilities

The General Assembly,

Guided by the purposes and principles enshrined in thar@h of the United
Nations,

Recalling the 2005 World Summit Outcorhand the United Nations Millennium
Declaration® as well as the outcomes of the major United Natioonferences and
summits in the economic, social and related fields,

Recalling the Declaration of AlIma-Ata, the Ottawa Charter lftealth Promotion,
1986, and subsequent relevant resolutions of theldVelealth Assembly and
regional committees,

Recalling also the Convention on the Rights of the CHilthd the Convention
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilitiésccording to which individuals with
disabilities should enjoy a full and decent lifa, ¢onditions which ensure dignity,
promote self-reliance and facilitate the individeakctive participation in the
community, as well as the full enjoyment of all hamrights and fundamental
freedoms on an equal basis with other individuals,

Recognizing the need to promote and protect the human rightallopersons
with disabilities, including all individuals withudism spectrum disorders, by, inter
alia, ensuring equal opportunities to achieve thlogitimal developmental potential
and to participate in society,

Recognizing also the important contribution that non-governmental
organizations and other civil society actors carkenm promoting human rights for
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persons with disabilities, including all individsalvith autism spectrum disorders,
developmental disorders and associated disabilitiasd their integration in
societies, as well as addressing the socioeconamieds of their families and
communities,

Reaffirming the universality, indivisibility, interdependenead interrelatedness
of all human rights and fundamental freedoms and tleed for persons with
disabilities to be guaranteed their full enjoymevithout discrimination,

Affirming that ensuring and promoting the full realizatiohadl human rights
and fundamental freedoms for all persons with digiéds, without distinction, is
critical to achieving internationally agreed dev@ioent goals,

Recalling its resolution 66/124 of 19 December 2011, by whitdecided to
convene a one-day high-level meeting of the Gené&sdembly, on 23 September
2013, with the overarching theme “The way forward: disability-inclusive
development agenda towards 2015 and beyond”, wisichll be funded within
existing resources, in order to strengthen effoot®nsure accessibility for and the
inclusion of persons with disabilities in all aspeof development efforts,

Aware that autism is a lifelong developmental disabilithat affects the
functioning of the brain, characterized by impaimte in social interaction,
problems with verbal and non-verbal communicatiomd arestricted, repetitive
behaviour, interests and activities,

Aware also that the vast variety of needs of individuals wihtism spectrum
disorders, developmental disorders and associateabifities poses a substantial
challenge to addressing the disability and prowidiime appropriate services for
treatment and care by government and non-governahenganizations,

Deeply concerned that children with autism spectrum disorders, depmental
disorders and associated disabilities in all regioof the world experience
challenges in accessing long-term health care, &ilue, training and intervention
programmes undertaken by Governments, non-govertah@nganizations and the
private sector,

Concerned that persons with autism spectrum disorders, deuabkntal
disorders and associated disabilities continueatefbarriers in their participation as
equal members of society, and reaffirming that dimination against any person on
the basis of disability is a violation of the inkat dignity and worth of the human
person,

Recalling that early diagnosis, appropriate research anekcéffe interventions
are vital to the growth and development of the widiial, and emphasizing that
early intervention is crucial for addressing theedg of the individual with autism
spectrum disorders, developmental disorders andocéet®ed disabilities, thus
improving the opportunities to live a quality lifeith the ability to participate in the
greater community and increasing the likelihoodttaa individual will need lower
levels of support later in life,

Recognizing that the full enjoyment by persons with autism cpem
disorders, developmental disorders and associaitebidities of their human rights
and their full participation will result in signifant advances in the social and
economic development of societies and communities,

Realizing that the challenge of meeting the needs of indigid with autism
spectrum disorders, developmental disorders andocist®d disabilities is
particularly acute in the developing world, resudtiin increased difficulties for
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individuals and their families, as well as for thealth, education and social welfare
systems trying to meet their needs,

Recognizing the work of the World Health Organization in adssang autism
spectrum disorders, developmental disorders andcised disabilities in its
resolutions, notably through resolution 65.4 eptit"The global burden of mental
disorders and the need for a comprehensive, coatdihresponse from health and
social sectors at the country level”, adopted onN&y 2012 by the sixty-fifth
World Health Assembly, requesting the Director Gmheof the Organization to
develop a comprehensive mental health action pl@anconsideration by the sixty-
sixth World Health Assembly,

Recognizing also that a major barrier to improving the health andllvbeing

of children with autism spectrum disorders, devetemtal disorders and associated
disabilities and their families is the paucity afdwledge and expertise to recognize
symptoms and identify autism spectrum disordersy atso recognizing that the
absence of effective routine screening that alléersearly detection, in turn, limits
access to care and early interventions and thathowut research to develop and
implement effective programmes, the emergence ofr@miate solutions that
improve the quality of life for individuals with dism spectrum disorders and their
families does not occur,

Acknowledging efforts to increase awareness of the rights os¢haffected by
autism spectrum disorders, developmental disorderd associated disabilities,
including the commemoration of World Autism AwaresgeDay, which led to
increased international public concern for autismdaother developmental
disabilities,

Taking note of the Dhaka Declaration on Autism Spectrum Diswyed and
Developmental Disabilities of 25 July 2011,

1. Encourages Member States to enhance access to appropriatposup
services and equal opportunities for inclusion agmatticipation in society by
providing, as appropriate, training to public admtrators, service providers,
carers, caregivers, families and non-professionalshe needs and rights of persons
with autism spectrum disorders, developmental disos and associated disabilities;

2.  Recognizes that, in order to develop and implement feasild&gective
and sustainable intervention programmes for addmngsautism spectrum disorders,
developmental disorders and associated disabilities innovative, integrated
approach would benefit from a focus, inter alia; on

(a8 Increasing public and professional awareness afisen spectrum
disorders, developmental disorders and associaigabilities and reducing stigma
associated with these conditions;

(b) Enhancing and increasing research expertise aadiice delivery,
including through international collaboration, byaining researchers, service
providers, as well as non-professionals, in eafhgdosis and interventions within
health and other relevant sectors;

(c) Enhancing inclusive educational programmes suttednfants, children
and adults with autism;

5 See World Health Organization, document WHA65/2ZBEL/1.
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(d) Emphasizing the unique needs of each person wiitism across a
spectrum of different characteristics and experésnc

(e) Increasing awareness of the advantages of theidian of individuals
with autism spectrum disorders, developmental dieos and associated disabilities
in society through occupational and leisure acitgt

3. Encourages Member States to undertake to collect appropriate
information, including disaggregated statisticaldamesearch data, on autism
spectrum disorders, developmental disorders andcésted disabilities;

4. Looks forward to the development of the World Health Organizatio
comprehensive mental health action plan, as cdibedn World Health Assembly
resolution 65.4, and its consideration of autisrectpum disorders in the context of
a broader systems approach;

5. Callsupon all States to ensure an inclusive education systeall levels
and lifelong learning, as well as to promote vocaél training and skills
development programmes for persons with autism, aiccordance with the
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disatgktiand other local, national and
regional policies;

6. Also calls upon all States to enable persons with autism spectrum
disorders, developmental disorders and associasabilities to learn life and social
development skills to facilitate their full and exjarticipation in education and as
members of the community;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to bring the present resmuto the
attention of all Member States and United Nationgamizations as a contribution to
the preparations for the high-level meeting of tBeneral Assembly on the
realization of the Millennium Development Goals aoither internationally agreed
development goals for persons with disabilitiesb&oheld on 23 September 2013.

53rd plenary meeting
12 December 2012




